
“In South Asia's Christians, Mallampalli unfolds an unparalleled panorama: ancient 
Thomas Christians; waves of Catholic and Protestant missionaries from the West; ever
changing relationships with much larger Hindu and Muslim communities; adjustment 
and survival under diverse political regimes over the centuries and now too amid the 
new religious and secular dynamics emerging today. This is an introduction that will 
intrigue specialists as well.”

“South Asias Christians is a magnificent book. Mallampalli astutely combines tremendous 
historical expanse and diverse Christian histories with an in-depth, penetrating analysis 
of issues that emerge from an epistemic gap between missionary knowledge, faith, and 
conversion. South Asia’s Christians is a research enterprise of enormous purport in the 
field of Christianity studies.”

“This is a splendid book. It will be a classic in both South Asian studies and World 
Christianity studies. I recommend it very highly and look forward to sharing it with col
leagues and students.”

South Asia is home to more than a billion Hindus and half a billion Muslims. But the 
region is also home to substantial Christian communities, some dating almost to the 
earliest days of the faith. The stories of South Asia’s Christians are vital for understanding 
the shifting contours of World Christianity, precisely because of their history of 
interaction with members of these other religious traditions. In this broad, accessible 
overview of South Asian Christianity, Chandra Mallampalli shows how the faith has 
been shaped by Christians’ location between Hindus and Muslims.
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