
CONTENTS

Acknowledgements........................................................................ v

List of Figures.................................................................................. xi

Abbreviations .................................................................................. xiii

Chapter 1: Introduction............................................................... 1

The Problem with Israel .................................................................. 1
Assumptions............................................................................... 4
Methodology............................................................................... 4
Chronological Scope.................................................................. 5

Importance ........................................................................................ 6
Mythology vs. History........................................................................ 7
Summary of the Work........................................................................ 10

Chapter 2: Exploring Ethnicity and Identity............................. 13

The Problems with “Ethnicity”......................................................... 13
Ethnicity across Time ............................................................... 13
A Traditional Definition............................................................ 14
Ethnicity and Unconscious Processes...................................... 15

The Purpose of Ethnicity.................................................................. 16
Defining Ethnicity from Outside............................................... 17

Elements of Ethnicity........................................................................ 20
Material Culture........................................................................ 20
Texts........................................................................................... 21

A History of the Ancient Levant Cannot be Written...................... 21
Markers of Ethnicity.................................................................. 22

Style..................................................................................... 23
Symbolism........................................................................... 24
Established Norms............................................................... 26

Purpose of Ethnic Constructions............................................... 27
The Archaeology of Ethnicity.................................................. 29



VIII TABLE OF CONTENTS

Chapter 3: Who Are the Phoenicians?...................................... 31

The Construct..................................................................................... 31
The Bronze Age.................................................................................. 33

Ebla and Byblos........................................................................ 34
The Amarna Codex..................................................................... 35
Journey of Wen-Amon............................................................... 38
Ugarit........................................................................................... 39
Additional Sources for the Late Bronze Age......................... 41

The Early Iron Age........................................................................... 43
Phoenicians of the Early Iron Age............................................ 45
Cities and Architecture............................................................... 46

Buildings Techniques......................................................... 47
Religion........................................................................................ 49

Sacred Spaces and Practice............................................... 50
Important Deities............................................................... 52
The Gods ........................................................................... 53

Melqart........................................................................ 53
Eshmun........................................................................ 55
The Lady of Byblos..................................................... 56
El.................................................................................. 57
Baal.............................................................................. 58
Anat.............................................................................. 59
Aserah/Athirat ............................................................ 59
Ashtart/Astarte and Tanit............................................ 61
Adonis........................................................................... 62

Divine Presence.................................................................. 63
Art................................................................................................. 68
Language..................................................................................... 77

Conclusion: What is a Phoenician? ............................................... 78

Chapter 4: What is an “Israelite”? The Work Thus Far ... 81

Problems with the Evidence and Scholarship............................... 81
Problems in the Archaeology and Text................................... 82

The Merneptah Stele........................................................................ 84
Hypotheses of Israel’s Emergence in the Bronze Age................... 88

Conquering Hypothesis ............................................................ 88
Infiltration Hypothesis............................................................... 90
Social Revolution Hypothesis.................................................. 91

Was there a Bronze Age Israel?..................................................... 93



TABLE OF CONTENTS IX

The United Monarchy........................................................................ 95
The Tel Dan Inscription............................................................ 96

The Divided Kingdom ..................................................................... 97
Problems in the Text.................................................................. 97
Problems in the Archaeology.................................................. 98

There is No Significant Polity Called “Israel'’................ 100
Extra Biblical Texts.................................................................. 100

Assyrian Texts..................................................................... 100
The Meshah Inscription...................................................... 104

Conclusions........................................................................................ 105

Chapter 5: Was Dor an Israelite City?...................................... 107

The City of Dor.................................................................................. 109
Archaeological and Historical Background............................ 110
Finds from the Tel..................................................................... Ill

Pottery at Dor and Stratigraphy......................................................... 115
Dor in Texts............................................................................... 118

Egyptian Texts .................................................................. 118
Phoenician Texts ............................................................... 119
Biblical Texts..................................................................... 119

Conclusions........................................................................................ 122

Chapter 6: The Phoenician City of Samaria............................ 125

The City of Samaria............................................................................ 125
Finds from the Tel..................................................................... 128

Buildings............................................................................... 128
Pottery.................................................................................. 133

Conclusion about Pottery............................................ 139
Ivories.................................................................................. 141

Texts........................................................................................... 144
Assyrian Texts..................................................................... 144
The Moabite Stone ............................................................ 145
Egyptian Texts..................................................................... 148
The Bible ............................................................................ 148

Kings............................................................................ 148
Chronicles .................................................................. 157
The Prophets............................................................... 158
Ezra and Nehemiah...................................................... 160



X TABLE OF CONTENTS

Conclusions about Samaria ..................................................... 160
Tirzah/Tel el Far‘ah........................................................................... 162

Conclusions about Tirzah............................................................ 164

Chapter 7: Israelite Cities of Sheehem and Jezreel................ 165

The City of Shechem/Tel Balata..................................................... 165
Finds from the Tel..................................................................... 167
Sheehem in Texts........................................................................ 171

Egyptian Texts..................................................................... 171
Samarian Ostraca............................................................... 172
The Biblical Text ............................................................... 172

Conclusions about Sheehem..................................................... 173
The City of Jezreel........................................................................... 174

Finds from the Tel..................................................................... 175
Jezreel in the Biblical Text......................................................... 178
Conclusions about Jezreel......................................................... 180

Final Thoughts about Sheehem and Jezreel...................................... 181

Chapter8: Final Conclusions...................................................... 183

Identity of the Northern Polity......................................................... 183
Ethnicity..................................................................................... 184

Who were the Phoenicians............................................................... 185
Who was at Samaria ........................................................................ 187
What was an “Israelite”?.................................................................. 188
Final Thoughts .................................................................................. 190
Questions Raised............................................................................... 191

Why is the Distinction between Mythology and History so
Difficult?..................................................................................... 191
Cultural Trauma and Re-Mythologizing................................... 193

The Case of the Scots......................................................... 194
How and Why did “Israel” come to be?............................... 197

Remembering the Group Forward................................... 197

Works Cited..................................................................................... 201


