"Contents

List of Figures X
List of Tables ‘ xiii
List of Editors and Contributors . ©oxvi
Preface and Acknowledgments xXxvii

1 Language Aptitude Research: From Testing to Theory
and Practice 1
Zhisheng (Edward) Wen, Peter Skehan and
Richard L. Sparks

PART I REVISITING AND REFINING APTITUDE TESTS 23

2 The MLAT-Elementary: History, Adaptations, and
Current Uses 25
Daniel J. Reed and Charles W. Stansfield

3 Testing Language Aptitude: LLAMA Evolution
and Refinement 47
Vivienne Rogers, Paul Meara and Brian Rogers

4  The High-Level Language Aptitude Battery (Hi-LAB):
Development, Validation, and Use 73
Meredith Hughes, Ewa Golonka, Alison Tseng and
Susan Campbell

5 Exploring the Predictive Validity of the LLAMA (v1)

Language Aptitude Tests: A Research Synthesis 94
Lars Bokander
PART I APTITUDE TESTING OF DIVERSE GROUPS 117

6 T;esting Language Abtz'tude for Chinese Learners
of Foreign Languages: FLAT-C vs. LLAMA 119
Haiyong Zhao, Shaogian {Sheila) Luo and Ailan Fu

7 Testing Language Aptitude for Recently Arrived
Parent-Child Immigrant Dyads 150
Amelia Lambelet

vii



viii Contents

8 Is Language Aptitude Immune to Experience? Divergent
Evidence from Bilingualism vs. Blindness
Niclas Abrahamsson and Helena Smeds

9 Testing Language Aptitude: A Commentary on
Batteries and Reanalysis of Constructs
Peter Skehan

PART III INNOVATIVE PERSPECTIVES ANjD PARADIGMS

10 The Neurobiclogy of Language Aptitude, Musicality and .
Working Memory
Sabrina Turker and Susanne M. Reiterer

11 The Linguistic Coding Differences Hypothesis (LCDH)
and L2 Learning: A Thirty-Year Retrospective
Richard L. Sparks

12 Variability of Language Aptitude\and Working Memory
in EFL Learners’ Listening Development
Pengyun Chang and Lawrence Jun Zhang

13 An Aptitude Model for Translating and Interpreting:
Insights from Translanguaging Theory
Lili Han, Zhisheng (Edward) Wen, Zi-Yu Lin and Li Wei

PART IV APTITUDE-TREATMENT INTERACTION (ATI)

14 The Role of Language Aptitude and Timing of
Form-Focused Instruction in TBLT
Gabriel Michaud and Ahlem Ammar

15 Implicit (Not Explicit) Learning Aptitude Predicts the
Acquisition of Difficult (Not Easy) Structure:
A Visual-World Eye-Tracking Study
Yuichi Suzuki, Robert DeKeyser and Yi Ting Huang

16  Implicit Statistical Learning and Second Language
Outcomes: A Bayesian Meta-Analysis
Daniel O. Jackson and Ryoc Maie

PART V FINAL COMMENTARIES

17  Reflections on Aptitude: Theory, Research,
and Measurement
Peter Skehan

176

208

247

249
275
302

326
355

357

381

414

441

443



Contents ix
(

18 Epilogue: The Nature and Measurement of Language
Aptitude — What Are Some Important Questionss 468
Michael F. Bunting :

Index 491



