
Contents

Preface xi
Acknowledgements xix
List of Illustrations xx
List of Charts xxn
Abbreviations xxm

PART 1
The Exhibition in Context

1 To Protect and to Promote 3
1 The Italian Scientific Heritage at the Turn of the Century 3
2 Universities, Museums, and the History of Science 8
3 Bringing History of Science to the People: Exhibitions

and Commemorations 13

2 From Local to National 18
1 The Rise of Fascism 18
2 The National Scientific Heritage Protection Group 22
3 The Galilean Tradition and the Florentine Primacy 26
4 The Institute of the History of Science in Florence 29
5 Aldo Mieli and the National Institute of History

of Science in Rome 33

3 Setting up the Exhibition 39
1 From a Tuscan Exposition to the National Exhibition 39
2 Funding and Financing 45
3 Location 49
4 Exhibition Criteria and Local Committees 52

4 The Exhibition in Context 57
1 History of Science and Propaganda: The Italian Genius and

the National Scientific Primacy 57
2 History of Science and Ideology: The Italian Scientific Contributions

throughout History 63
3 History of Science and the Public: Visitors at the Exhibition 68
4 History of Science and Entertainment: Music, Cinema,

and Spectacles at the Exhibition 74



VIII CONTENTS

5 The National Museum of History of Science 77
1 From the Exhibition to the National Museum 77
2 Administration and Financing 79
3 Location and Collections 82
4 Visitors 87

6 Indexing the Italian Scientific Heritage 92
1 A Definitive Inventory 92
2 The Original Plan 94
3 The Revised Plan 99
4 Editorial Troubles 102
5 The End of the Project and the Catalogue of 1952 106

Plates 111

PART 2
The Exhibition in Detail

7 The Exhibition in Detail 139
1 Ground Floor 1 141

1.1 Tuscany 141
1.2 Florence 145
1.3 Rome 147
1.4 Bologna 148

2 Ground Floor 11 149
2.1 Lombardy 149
2.2 Milan 151
2.3 Turin 152
2.4 Genoa 153

3 Ground Floor in 154
3.1 Veneto 154
3.2 Emilia 155
3.3 Campania 156
3.4 Lunigiana 157

4 Ground Floor iv 157
4.1 Ministry of Communications 157
4.2 Vatican State 158
4.3 Ministry of Economy 158



CONTENTS IX

5 Basement 158
5.1 Florence 158
5.2 Trento 160
5.3 Romagna 161
5.4 Others 162

6 Pavilions 165
6.1 Ministry of Aeronautics 165
6.2 Ministry of War 165
6.3 Ministry of the Navy 166
6.4 Ministry of Public Works 166

Conclusion 167

Bibliography 171
Name Index 183


