
Guilds and conferences have grown up around histor­

ical theology, vet no volume has ever been dedicated 
to the definition and illustration of the method un­

dergirding historical theology. Abzc Narratives for Old 
both defines and illustrates the methodology of histor­
ical theology, especially as it relates to the study of ear­
ly Christianity, and situates historical theology among 
other methodological approaches to early Christianity, 
including confessional apologetics, constructive theol­
ogy, and socio-cultural history.

Historical theology as a discipline stands in con­
trast to these other approaches to the study of early 
Christianity. In contrast to systematic or constructive 
approaches, it remains essentially historical, with a 
desire to elucidate the past rather than speak to the 

present.
Tie significance of New Narratives for Old lies in 

the methodological definition it offers. The strength of 
this volume lies in the fact that its definition of'the his­

torical method of studying theology is not the work of 
a single mind but that of a range of respected scholars, 
many of whom are leaders in the field. The volume be­
gins with an introductory essay that orients readers to 
various approaches to early Christian literature. It then 
moves to two technical essays that define the historical 
method of studying early Christian theology, and then 
it illustrates the practice of this method with essays 

that cover a period stretching from the first century to 
rhe dawn of the seventh.


