
Contents

Acknowledgments xi

Introduction: Looking for Black Girls in History 1
CORINNE T. FIELD AND LAKISHA MICHELLE SIMMONS

Interlude: Black Girlhood as an Analytical Framework
for Doing History 29

CRYSTAL LYNN WEBSTER

PART I. GIRLHOOD

Introduction: What Is the Meaning of Girl? 39
CORINNE T. FIELD AND LAKISHA MICHELLE SIMMONS

Chapter 1. Sarah and Bess: An Accounting of
Two Black Girl-Friends 45

TARA A. BYNUM

Chapter 2. Youth, Girls, Teenagers: On the Intersections
of Race, Gender, and Age Categories in Twentieth-Century
South Africa 52

S.E. DUFF

Chapter 3. Dubious Victimhood: Labor, Race, Age,
and Honor in Republican Cuban Courts 68

ANASA HICKS



Chapter 4. "How to Play in the Right Way": Recreation
and Respectability at the Virginia Industrial School for
Colored Girls, 1915-1940 82

LINDSEY ELIZABETH JONES

Chapter 5. Black Girlhood Remains 98
SA SMYTHE

Interlude: Conscious of Being Seen 111
NASTASSJA E. SWIFT

PART II. BLACK

Introduction: What Is the Meaning of "Black"? 117
CORINNE T. FIELD AND LAKISHA MICHELLE SIMMONS

Chapter 6. Compromised Independence: Mixed-Race
Girlhood in the Eighteenth-Century French Atlantic 123

JENNIFER L. PALMER

Chapter 7. Imagining Freedom: Black Girlhood in the
Sanders-Venning Family, 1815-1890 136

NAZERA SADIQ WRIGHT

Chapter 8. "The Girl Who Is to Die at the Ropes End":
The 1892 Execution of Milbry Brown and Definitions of
Childhood in South Carolina Courts 151

CYNTHIA R. GREENLEE

Chapter 9. "Racial Hauntings" and the Complexities of
Afro-German Women's Kin(d)ship 165

VANESSA D. PLUMLY

Interlude: Wholly 181
NAJYA A. WILLIAMS

PART III. GLOBAL

Introduction: What Is Global about Black Girlhood? 187
CORINNE T. FIELD AND LAKISHA MICHELLE SIMMONS

Chapter 10. Haitian Girls Perform Resistance in the
Wake of U.S. Occupation: Jean F. Brierre's Famous Women
in Haitian History and Diasporic Girlhood 193

KATHARINE CAPSHAW



Chapter 11. Moving Beyond the "Dark Africa" Narrative:
Black Girls, Black Power, and the Battle for a Culturally
Relevant Curriculum 209

DARAWALKER

Chapter 12. A Disciplined and Sweet Environment:
Girls' Work and Lives at the Government Reformatory
in Jamaica, 1869-1937 224

SHANI ROPER

Chapter 13. Roundtable: Activists Reflect on Youth, Justice,
and Girlhoods 238

JANAE E. BONSU, BEVERLEY PALESA DITSIE,

PHINDILE KUNENE, DENISE OLIVER-VELEZ,

AND CLAUDRENA N. HAROLD

Conclusion: Divine Chaos Dear Homegirls 251
RUTH NICOLE BROWN

Appendix. For Black Girls: Creating Your Own Black
Girlhood Archive, #GlobalBlackGirlhood 265

LAKISHA MICHELLE SIMMONS AND CASIDY CAMPBELL

Further Reading 271

Contributors 279

Index 285


