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‘Jessica Watkins’ unparalleled study of policing in Jordan provides both a 
tremendous amount of new empirical material as well as theoretical grist for 
understanding the production and maintenance of social order. While this book is a 
must read for Jordan studies, its compelling theoretical contributions should not be 
missed by those interested in the production of social order.’
Jillian Schwedler, Hunter College

‘In authoritarian states, the practices of everyday policing are too often ignored in 
favor of elite politics. No more: Watkins’ brilliant study of Jordan shows how law, 
order, and consent come together to shape the rhythms of ordinary social life. 
This is an impressive feat.'
Sean Yom, Temple University
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