
Contents

Introduction: Explaining and Misunderstanding How Signs Work-----1
Theorizing Ritual — 7
Outline of Chapters-----12

1 Ancient Ideologies of Ineffability and Their Reverberations-----15
The Platonic Legacy about Words-----15
The Antimaterialist Tipping Point: Representation beyond Name 
and Matter-----19
On Beyond Language: Linguistic Ideologies of Nonverbal 
Representation-----22
A Modern Interpretation of Plotinus-----25

2 Speech Acts and Divine Names: Comparing Ancient and Modern Lin
guistic Ideologies of Performativity------30

How Personal Names Name-----30
Example 1: Philo on Divine Names-----33
Example 2: Divine Name as Circumlocution and Text-----39
Example 3: The Divine Name in Water-----43
Example 4: The Divine Name Over Water-----46
Comparing Effective Language-----47

3 Creating the Forbidden Sign: Ancient and Modern Debates about Pro
per Representation------50

Example 1: The Elusive Indexicality of Sacred Spaces (Human
Form)-----50
Example 2: The Opening of the Mouth Ritual-----55
Example 3: The Divine Body as Hand and the Divine Name as
Form-----59
The Fashions of Imagery: Examples from Many Gods
Traditions-----63
Halbertal and Margalit on the Forbidden Sign-----65
Challenges Describing the Forbidden Sign-----67

4 Late Antique and Modern Semiotic Models of Letter and Spirit-----70
Paul’s Pseudodefinitions of Letter and Spirit-----71
Idealizing Cult as a Rhetorical Strategy-----77
Letter and Spirit in the Modern Study of Ritual-----81



X — Contents

5 A Semiotic Approach to Ascent Liturgies-----87
What Is an Ascent Ritual?-----87
Human and Angelic Choruses Sing Together-----91
Divine Words of Praise: Humans Sing Angelic Liturgy — 99
Comparing Ascents-----103

6 The Indeterminate Meaning of Burning Man Rituals and Modern No
tions of Spirit------106

Meaning At Burning Man-----107
The Indeterminacy of Modern Art: Everything is Art-----110
The Contextual Power of Indeterminate Rituals —113
The Psychological Efficacy of Burning Man Rituals-----121

Conclusions-----125

Appendix 1: Ninja and Tijuana Vows-----130

Appendix 2: Marry Yourself Vows-----135

Bibliography-----137

Index of Persons-----153

Index of subjects-----156


