
Table of Contents

Introduction 11
What is the problem? 11
What is in this book? 14
For whom is this book? 16
How to design your own decolonial practice 18

1 Creating Visibility 21
The challenge 21
The change 23

International Slavery Museum (UK) 24
Tropenmuseum (NL) 26
Mutare Museum (ZW) 28
Belmont Estate (GD) 29

Further reading 32
Further examples 3 2

2 Increasing Inclusivity 37
The challenge 37
The change 39

Corona in the City | Amsterdam Museum (NL) 40
GLOW I Santa Cruz Museum of Art & History (US) 42
Museum of London (UK) 44
Liberty Hall: The Legacy of Marcus Garvey (JM) 46

Further reading 48
Further examples 49

3 Decentering 51
The challenge 51
The change 52

Memento Park (HU) 54
Dress Code: Are You Playing Fashion? | National Museum of
Modern Art (JP) 56
Spitzmaus Mummy in a Coffin and Other Treasures | Kunsthis-
torisches Museum (AT) 58
Indigenous 'Museum-like' Centers (CA & US) 60

Further reading 62
Further examples 62



4 Championing Empathy 67
The challenge 67
The change 69

National Museum of African American History and Culture (US) 70
Museo Tula (CW) 72
POLIN Museum of the History of Polish Jews (PL) 74
Tate Modern (UK) 76

Further reading 78
Further examples 78

5 Improving Transparency 81
The challenge 81
The change 83

International Inventories Program | National Museum Nairobi
& Goethe-Institut Kenya (KY) 84
The Past Is Now | Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery (UK) 86
Museum of British Colonialism (KY & UK) 88
Musee des Civilisations Noires (SN) 90

Further reading 92
Further examples 93

6 Embracing Vulnerability 97
The challenge 97
The change 99

The Museum of Others | Pitt Rivers Museum (UK) 100
Scaffold I Walker Art Center (US) 102
Muzeum krytyczne (Critical Museum) by Piotr Piotrowski (PL) 104
Voices from the Colonies | National Museum of Denmark (DK) 106

Further reading 108
Further examples 109

Concluding Remarks 113

Contributors 114

Acknowledgements 115

Author Biographies 116

References 117



Index

List of Illustrations

Figure o.i A decolonial museology word cloud (the list of terms
is suggestive rather than exhaustive)
Image by Erica Lehrer, Decolonizing Museum Cultures
and Collections: Mapping Theory and Practice in
East-Central Europe, keynote address, 21 October 2020 13

Figure 0.2 Infographic How to designyour own decolonial practice
Image by Anna Piwowar, 2021 18

Figure 1.1 Label text: "How Did the Museum Acquire Its Collec-
tions?" Tropenmuseum; photo by Csilla E. Ariese, 2019 27

Figure 1.2 The focus is on caring for the plantation estate's
landscape rather than preserving its colonial mill
Belmont Estate; photo by Csilla E. Ariese, 2014 31

Figure 2.1 Selected photographs from Black Lives Matter Amster-
dam were also exhibited offline in the free-to-visit
courtyard of the Amsterdam Museum
Photo by Amsterdam Museum, Monique Vermeulen,
2020 42

Figure 2.2 GLOW: A Festival of Fire & Light
Photo by the Santa Cruz Museum of Art & History
(MAH), 2014 44

Figure 2.3 We are going on a mammoth hunt
Museum of London; illustration byjoshim; photo by
Csilla E. Ariese, 2019 45

Figure 2.4 Garvey, Family and Community, mosaic mural created
by students during the 2005, 2006,2008, and 2010
Summer Art Programmes
Liberty Hall courtyard; photo by Csilla E. Ariese, 2014 48

Figure 3.1 The decentered giant charging sailor, Republic of
Councils Monument
Memento Park; sculpture by Istvan Kiss, 1969; photo
by Csilla E. Ariese, 2019 55

Figure 3.2 Juxtaposing costumes and contemporary art to
question whether fashion requires cultural literacy.
Dress Code: Are You Playing Fashion?

National Museum of Modern Art, Kyoto; photo by
Csilla E. Ariese, 2019 57



Figure 3.3 A vitrine organized by color had conservators recon-
sider how to display objects together that require
different climates
Kunsthistorisches Museum; photo by Csilla E. Ariese,
2019 59

Figure 4.1 Contemplative Court
National Museum of African American History and
Culture; photo by Jason Flakes 71

Figure 4.2 The display on Afro-Caribbean literature includes a
Papiamentu poem by Pierre Lauffer, beginning with
the lines "Papiamentu indominable / Lenga di mi mama"
Museo Tula; photo by Csilla E. Ariese, 2014 73

Figure 4.3 Decolonize language
Artwork by Elwing Sifdng Gonzalez aka
@elwingbling, 14 July 2020 74

Figure 4.4 Start introductory panel
Tate Modern; photo by Csilla E. Ariese, 2019 77

Figure 5.1 Screenshot of the home page of the International
Inventories Program, 2021 85

Figure 5.2 Installation view of The Past Is Now exhibition
Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery, 2017; photo
© Birmingham Museums Trust 87

Figure 5.3 Screenshot of the webpage for the exhibition Emergency
Museum of British Colonialism, 2021 89

Figure 6.1 Othering the Ethnologist, Augustus Pitt Rivers
Christian Thompson, 2016; courtesy of the artist and
the Yavuz Gallery 102

Figure 6.2 Removal of Sam Durant's Scaffold following media-
tion and a joint decision
Walker Art Center; photo © Walker Art Center, 2017 104

Figure 6.3 Ars Homo Erotica exhibition
National Museum in Warsaw; photo by Raman
Tratsiuk, 2010 105


