
The family is humanity’s oldest and most basic social institution, 
but today it is fragile, fractured, and fraught in many liberal 
lands. This volume gathers scholars from sociology, psychology, 
history, religion, ethics, law, and medicine from five continents to 
analyze the complex nature and place of the family in character 
formation and human flourishing. The chapters study the impact 
of catechesis, schooling, work, and discipline on the development 
of individual moral agency and responsibility. They document 
the critical roles of family love, trust, fidelity, and story-telling in 
shaping the moral character of all family members from infancy 
to old age. They describe effective strategies of resistance and 
resilience for family members who face abuse, divorce, death, 
chauvinism, racism, and homophobia. And several chapters 
challenge modern arguments and policies that aim to flatten if 
not abolish the marital family, even while they call for family law 
reforms.


