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Based on a lucidly presented history of Chalcedonian Christology and firmly 
grounded in biblical exegesis, Bruce McCormack advances a novel thesis: The 
shortcomings of Chalcedonian Christology can be repaired, if one maintains a 
precise understanding of kenosis as the “ontological receptivity” of the eternal 
Son to the fate of the human Jesus. McCormack’s view that divine passibility 
can be squared with divine immutability makes his readers hungry for the sec
ond volume of the promised trilogy.

- Christoph Schwöbel, University of St Andrews

McCormack's The Humility of the Eternal Son is constructive theology at its 
very best. He aims not only to solve theological periphera but those at the very 
heart of millennia old Christological debates. What is more, he realises this 
ambition informed by a breathtakingly mature knowledge of the Tradition and 
its aporias. As anyone familiar with McCormack's previous works would expect, 
his solutions emerge from a gospel-animated account of that which is central, 
namely God’s lived relation to the world in Christ. And to this is added a sharply 
Protestant — in the best sense of that term — sensibility: to sift all things in light 
of the witness of Scripture to that centre. Hence, he simply refuses to allow 
biblical scholarship and theological reflection to run on alternative tracks but 
brings them both into dynamic, fruitful and sophisticated conversation. Here 
is constructive theology that takes seriously the advances and insights of New 
Testament scholarship to heart. McCormack's proposals relating Io “ontological 
receptivity” — and more besides — are also disarmingly beautiful. Reading his 
work led me to ponder again the breadth and length and height and depth of the 
love of Christ. What an astonishing stall to the planned trilogy of books from the 
premier theologian of our age.

— Chris Tilling, St. Mellitus College



The Chalcedonian Definition of 451 never 
completely resolved one of the critical issues 
at the heart of Christianity: the unity of the 
“person” of Christ. In this eagerly-awaited 
volume - the result of deep and sustained 
reflection — distinguished theologian Bruce 
Lindley McCormack examines the reasons 
for this philosophical and theological fail
ure. His book serves as a critical history 
that traces modern attempts at resolution of 
this problem, from the nineteenth-century 
Lutheran emphasis on Kenoticism (or the 
“self-emptying” of the Son in order to be 
receptive to the will of the Father) to post- 
Barthian efforts that evade the issue by 
collapsing the second person of the Trinity 
nto the human Jesus — thereby rejecting 
iltogether the logic of the classical “two- 
latures” Christology. McCormack shows how 
few Testament Christologies both limit and 
luthorize ontological reflection, and in so 
loing offers a distinctively Reformed version 
if Kenoticism. Proposing a new and bold 
livine ontology, with a convincing basis in 
ihristology, he persuasively argues that the 
nity of the “person” is in fact guaranteed by 
he Son’s act of taking into his “being” the 
’ved existence of Jesus.


