
HammTra Chauhan, king of the unassailable fortress of Ranthambore in 
southern Rajasthan died in 1301 CE after a monumental battle against 
Ala al-DTn Khalji, sultan of Delhi. This singular event reverberates 
through time to the point of creating a historical and cultural region 
that crystallizes through copious texts composed in different genres and 
languages (Persian, Sanskrit, Hindi, Rajasthani, English) in shifting 
historical and political contexts, medieval as well as modern. The main 
Sanskrit poetical work - the Hammira-Mahakavya - is propelled by a 
dream in which the dead king urges the poet to write about his deeds. Can 
history with its preoccupation with the factual, begin in a dream? What 
does it mean to think about history and time via the imagination? Do time 
and history arise together with the imagination?

THE SERIES: RELIGION AND SOCIETY
The series Religion and Society (RS) contributes to the exploration of 
religions as social systems - both in Western and non-Western societies; 
in particular, it examines religions in their differentiation from, and 
intersection with, other cultural systems, such as art, economy, law and 
politics. Due attention is given to paradigmatic case or comparative 
studies that exhibit a clear theoretical orientation with the empirical and 
historical data of religion and such aspects of religion as ritual, the 
religious imagination, constructions of tradition, iconography, or media. 
In addition, the formation of religious communities, their construction 
of identity, and their relation to society and the w ider public are key issues 
of this series.


