
Wisdom on the Move explores the complexi ty and flexibility of w i s ­

dom tradit ions i n Late A n t i q u i t y and beyond. The book studies h o w 

sayings, m a x i m s and expressions of sp i r i tua l ins ight travelled 

across l inguis t ic and cultural borders, between different rel ig ions 

and mi l ieus , and h o w this m u l t i c u l t u r a l process reshaped these say­

ings and anecdotes. Wisdom on the Move takes the reader on a j o u r n e y 

through late antique rel igious tradit ions, from manuscr ip t frag­

ments and folios v ia the monast ic cradle of Egypt, across l ingu i s t i c 

and cultural barr iers , through Jewish and Bibl ica l w i s d o m , monast ic 

sayings, and M u s l i m interpretat ions. Part icular attention is paid to 

the monast ic Apophthegmata Patrum, arguably the most important 

genre of w i s d o m l i terature i n the early C h r i s t i a n w o r l d . 
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