
“An eye-opening narrative of the many versions of church-and-state attempted or 
imagined during the great age of British colonization in the Caribbean and North 
America—a narrative uprooting the assumption that a straight line runs from those 
attempts to post-1789 schemes to separate church and state. Accidental Pluralism will 
surprise and probably enchant most students of early American history.”

DAVID D. HALL,author of A Reforming People: Puritanism 
and the Transformation of Public Life in New England

"Accidental Pluralism is an outstanding piece of research, encyclopedic in scope. It has 
a unique and important point of view that needs to be taken seriously by all scholars 
of early American religion, of toleration and religious liberty, and of the early English 
empire in general.”

NED LANDSMAN, author of Crossroads of Empire: 
The Middle Colonies in the British Atlantic

“A sweeping, grand narrative, which exemplifies Atlantic history at its best. Haefeli 
chronicles the halting, often unintended, spread of spiritual diversity throughout the 
English-speaking colonies, and in the process delivers what is in many ways a new, 
overarching religious history of the early British Empire.”

D AV ID COMO, author of Radical Parliamentarians and the English Civil War
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EVAN HAEFELI

The United States has long been defined by its 
religious diversity and recurrent public debates 
over the religious and political values that in
form it. In Accidental Pluralism, Evan Haefeli 
argues that America did not begin as a religious
ly diverse and tolerant society. It became so only 
because England’s religious unity collapsed just 
as America was being colonized. By tying the 
emergence of American religious toleration to 
global events, Haefeli creates a true transnation
alist history that links developing American 
realities to political and social conflicts and res
olutions in Europe, showing how the relation
ships among states, churches, and publics were 
contested from the beginning of the colonial 
era and produced a society that no one had an
ticipated. Accidental Pluralism is an ambitious 
and comprehensive new account of the origins 
of American religious life that compels us to re
fine our narratives about what came to be seen as 
American values and their distinct relationship 
to religion and politics.


