Science and Development in Thai
and South Asian Buddhism

Becoming a Buddhist monk in Thailand has for a long time provided the opportunity
for access to a good education and to social advancement, both to bright, poor rural
youths and to members of the urban elite whose youth often become monks for
a few months as a rite of passage into adulthood. Moreover, although women are
not allowed to become fully fledged monks, recent developments have encouraged
a special status akin to nuns for many devout Thai Buddhist women. All this has
resulted in large numbers of well-educated, well-motivated Buddhist religious
people, keen both to engage in religious contemplation and also determined to
contribute to this-worldly social, economic, educational and medical development
goals. This book, by a leading authority on the subject, considers the role of Thai
Buddhist religious people in development within Thailand. It discusses how
Thai Buddhism has evolved philosophically and in its organisation to allow this,
examines various examples of Buddhist people’s engagement in development
projects, and assesses how the situation is likely to unfold going forward. In
addition, the book considers the relationship between science and religion in Thai
Buddhism and also some aspects of the parallel situation in Sri Lanka.
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