
The aim of this volume is to bring together new comparative studies on 
the role of the Bible in early modern Europe. It focuses on lay readings 
of the Bible, interrogating established historical, social, and confessional 
paradigms. It highlights the on-going process of negotiation between the 
believers and the ecclesiastical institutions, in both Protestant and Catholic 
countries. It shows how, even where biblical translations were eventually 
forbidden, the laity drew upon the Bible as a source of ethical, cultural, and 
spiritual inspiration. Interpreting the Bible could indeed be a means of 
feeding critical perspectives and independent thought and behavior.

Contributors are Erminia Ardissino, Xavier Bisaro, Élise Boillet, Gordon 
Campbell, Jean-Pierre Cavaillé, Sabrina Corbellini, François Dupuigrenet 
Desroussilles, Max Engammare, Wim François, Ignacio J. García Pinilla, 
Stefano Gattei, Margriet Hoogvliet, Tadhg Ô hAnnrachain, and Concetta 
Pennuto.

This series of publications brings together new material on well- 
considered themes within the wide area of Early Modern Studies. 
Contributions may come from any of the disciplines within the human
ities: history, art history, literary history, book history, church history, 
social history, history of the humanities, of the theatre, of cultural life 
and institutions. Each volume addresses a single theme and articles are 
selected for the freshness of their approach and for the extent to which 
they elucidate aspects of the theme of the volume. The themes are care
fully selected on the basis of a number of criteria, the most important of 
which are that they should address issues about which there is a lively 
debate within the international community of scholars and that they 
should be of interest to a variety of disciplines.


