..Over several decades, scholarshlp in.
New Testament and early Chnstlamty
 has drawn ; attentlon both to the ways in
‘which ancient Medlterranean conceptlons
' 'of embodlment sexual dlfference, and
desue were fundamentally dlfferent from
‘ ‘modem ones and also to 1mportant llnes
of genealoglcal connectlon between the
‘past and the present. The result is that
. the study of “gender” and ¢ sexuallty ‘
inearly Chrlstlamty has become an
: ;pmcreasmgly complex undertaklng
Thisis a complex1ty produced not
. only by the intricacies of conﬂlctmg
historical data but also by h1stor101z1ng
‘ “k'ap‘proaches that query the very terms of
analysis whereby we mqulre into. these
j "'questlons in the first place. Yet at the
_ same time, recent work on these top1cs
has produced a rich and nuanced body of
!,,_scholarly llterature that has contnbutej .
fsubstantlally to our understan ding of
early Chnstlan hlstory and also proved
relevant to ongoing theologlcal and somal
"~‘debates The. Oxford Handbook of Newdp .
Testament Cender and Sexualzty provi es
a roadmap to thls llvely scholarly o
' landscape, 1ntroducmg both students and
‘ ’other scholars to the relevant problems, .
. debates, and issues. Leadlng scholars in
k"‘the field offer original contributions by
-~ way of synthe51s, crltlcal mterrogatlon
‘and proposals for“future questions,
. hypotheses, and T earch tra]ectorles
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The Oxford Handbooks series is a major
initiative in academic publishing. Each
volume offers an authoritative and state-
of-the-art survey of current thinking
and research in a particular subject
area. Specially commissioned essays
from leading international figures in the
discipline give critical examination of
the progress and direction of debates.
Oxford Handbooks provide scholars and
- graduate students with compelling new
perspectives on a wide range of subjects
in the humanities and social sciences.



