
Over several decades, scholarship in 
New Testament and early Christianity 
has drawn attention both to the ways in 
which ancient Mediterranean conceptions 
of embodiment, sexual difference, and 
desire were fundamentally different from 
modern ones and also to important lines 
of genealogical connection between the 
past and the present. The result is that 
the study of "gender" and "sexual ity" 
i n early Christianity has become an 
increasingly complex undertaking. 
Th is is a complexity produced not 
only by the intricacies of conflicting 
historical data but also by historicizing 
approaches that query the very terms of 
analysis whereby we inquire into these 
questions i n the first place. Yet at the 
same time, recent work on these topics 
has produced a r ich and nuanced body of 
scholarly literature that has contributed 
substantially to our understanding of 
early Christian history and also proved 
relevant to ongoing theological and social 
debates. The Oxford Handbook of New 
Testament, Gender, and Sexuality provides 
a roadmap to this l ively scholarly 
landscape, introducing both students and 
other scholars to the relevant problems, 
debates, and issues. Leading scholars in 
the field offer original contributions by 
way of synthesis, crit ical interrogation, 
and proposals for future questions, 
hypotheses, and research trajectories. 
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The Oxford Handbooks series is a major 
initiative in academic publishing. E a c h 
volume offers an authoritative and state-
of-the-art survey of current thinking 
and research in a particular subject 
area. Specially commissioned essays 
from leading international figures in the 
discipline give crit ical examination of 
the progress and direction of debates. 
Oxford Handbooks provide scholars and 
graduate students with compelling new 
perspectives on a wide range of subjects 
in the humanities and social sciences. 


