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he movement of millions of
 settlers to Siberia in the late
nmeteenth and early twentieth
enturies marked one of the most
tious undertaklngs pursued by
tsarist state. Colonizing Russia’s
ised Land examines how Russian
, odoxy acted as a basic building
lock for constructmg Russian settler
ommunities in present-day southern
; Slberla and northern Kazakhstan
as Ru551an state officials aspired to
5cla1m to land that was politically
der their authorlty but remained
‘rally unfamiliar. By exploring
formation and evolution of Omsk
se, th1s book reveals how the
ration of settlers expanded the
ole of Orthodoxy as a cultural force
ransformlng Russia’s imperial
1phery by Russifying the land with
hodox settlers

he ﬁrst study exploring the role

f Orthodoxy in settler colonialism,
ileen E Friesen shows how settlers,
rgymen, and state officials viewed
‘the 'ecreatlon of Orthodox parish life
practlsed in European Russia as
‘fundamental to the establishment of
'oommumtles and to the success
lonization. Despite this agreement,
ensions existed not only among
ttlers but also within the Orthodox
hurch as these groups struggled to

d nelwhat, constltuted the Russian

tinued on baélt flap)



Orthodox faith and culture. Friesen
uniquely gives peasant settlers a voicein =
this discussion, as they expressed their
religious aspirations and fears to prlests
‘and tsarist officials.
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