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For this Table of Contents, I have taken the topics of the Articles from 
St. Thomas's prologues; these differ slightly from those shown in the texts of 
the Articles themselves. For clarity, I have also paraphrased the traditional titles 
of the Questions, several of which are a little bit misleading. "Man's Last E n d " 
has become "Man's Ultimate Purpose"; " I n What It Consists" has become " I n 
What Does Happiness Lie? Failed Candidates"; "What It I s " has become 
"Where Then Does Happiness Really Lie, And What Is It in Itself?"; "What Is 
Required for I t " has become "What Complete Happiness Requires"; and " H o w 
It May Be Obtained" has become " H o w Complete Happiness Is Finally 
Attained." 

The general structure of the Treatise, then, is as follows: 

I . Man's Ultimate Purpose (Question i) 

I I . Happiness Itself 

A. Where Does Complete Happiness Lief Failed Candidates (Question 2) 
B. What Then Is Complete Happiness in Itself, and In What Does It Really Lief 

(Question 3) 
C. Its Attainment 

1. What Complete Happiness Requires (Question 4) 
2. How Complete Happiness Is Finally Attained (Question j) 

And its detailed structure is shown below, with the themes of additional 
discussions indicated in italics. 
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man's natural powers alone. Yet in another sense, whether he 
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Commentary i 
Discussion: God and God's Image z 
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Could it be that in some sense, creatures that lack reason will also act for 
an end? The tradition has held that they do - that all things in nature are 
directed to ends, even the lower creatures that do not know what they 
are doing. St. Thomas seeks to find out whether this is true. 
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much about it. 
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because so many nominate it. It is easy to see why people would fix their 
hopes on material possessions, for the desire for riches is allied with 
other strong motives. 
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Whether man's happiness consists in honors? (Article 2) 151 
Here we are thinking of the particular distinctions that we confer upon 
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so are prizes, awards, and other authoritative recognition; so is being 
raised to a higher rank. 
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Whether man's happiness consists in fame or glory? (Article 3) 161 
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settled by an opinion poll. 

Text and Paraphrase 207 
Commentary 207 
Discussion: Hedonism, High and Low 226 



xi i Analytical Table of Contents 

Discussion: From Pleasure to "Positive Emotions" 228 

Whether some good of the soul constitutes man's happiness? (Article 7) 232 
The actual enjoyment of external and of bodily goods takes place in the 
soul However, there are also goods intrinsic to the soul, such as virtue. 
Could supreme happiness or beatitude lie in one of those? 

Text and Paraphrase 232 
Commentary 232 
Discussion: Can We Love Anything More than Ourselves? 244 
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Since these categories seem to exhaust all possible created human goods, 
it would seem that no other candidates for happiness are left. 
Nevertheless, someone might say happiness must lie in some good of 
the created order, just because there is nothing else he can desire. So in 
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and educated people identify happiness with the activity of living well 
and doing well 
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called scholarship, from ancient times to the present. The question, then, 
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Whether pleasure, or delight, is required for happiness? 
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Delight can mean either rational delight or bodily pleasure. To ask 
whether delight is required for supreme happiness is to ask whether any 
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completely happy. This is not the same as asking whether happiness lies in 
delight; that query has already been answered in the negative. 
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Text and Paraphrase 412 
Commentary 412 
Discussion: Delightetarians 422 
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not only from faith but also from reason. What does come uniquely from 
faith is the doctrine of the general resurrection: That after a period of 
time, the separated souls of the dead will be reunited with their bodies. 
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a union of body and soul. This Article is one of the longest in the Treatise 
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