
Contents 

List of Illustrations ix 

Acknowledgments x i 

Note to the Reader xv 

Introduction i 

1 Truth and Subjectivation 12 
East-West Differentiation 18 
The Chinese Self 31 
The Daoist Self 36 

2 Truth and Knowledge 42 
Truth, Knowledge, and Propositions 42 
Propositions in Chinese Thought 47 
Truth and Divination in China and the West 51 
The Pursuit of Truth in Early Daoism 59 

3 The Concept of "Zhen" True and Real 67 
The True Self 68 
Cosmologies of Substance 76 
Early Daoist Discourses on Truth 86 
Later Daoist Discourses on Truth 92 
True Writings and True Writs 97 
Translation Conventions no 



vi i i Contents 

4 Liturgical Symbols and Images 115 
The Ritual Event 118 
The Ritual Walk 123 
The Absent Way and Daoist Temporality 129 
Ritual Images 137 
Ritual Symbols 140 
The Romantic Concept of the Symbol 143 
Real Images 148 
Inwardness 152 
Visualization 156 
External Images 160 

5 Unity and Identity 167 
Unity and Diversity in the One God 171 
The "One-Source Paradigm" 174 
The History of Taiyi 177 
The History of Puhua tianzun 188 
The Iconography of Puhua tianzun: " T i " and "Yong" Forms 194 
Entering the Way through Sincerity 206 
Being One with the God 215 
Ontology of Images 219 

6 Sincerity and Ascent to Heaven 230 
The Ascent to Heaven in Present-Day Daoist Ritual 231 
Submitting the Petition in the History of Daoism 238 
Modern Versions of Submitting the Petition 244 
The "Mode of Sincerity" 253 
The Social Identity of a Daoist Priest 255 
Outer and Inner Registers 262 
External Representations of the Gods of the Registers 269 
Being and Appearance 272 

Closing Remarks 280 

Notes 283 

Bibliography 315 

Index 331 


