
I n recent decades, the history of the relat ion between rel ig ion a n d E n l i g h t e n ­
ment has been v i r tua l ly rewritten. T h e idea of a fair ly un id i rec t i ona l 'rise of 
paganism', or 'secularisation' , has been replaced by a m u c h more variegated 
panorama of interlocking changes—not least i n the nature of both rel igion a n d 
rationalism. T h i s volume explores developments i n various cul tural fields—from 
lexicology to geographical explorat ion, a n d f r om philosophy a n d history to 
theology, med ia a n d the arts—involved i n the transformation of worldviews 
around 1700. T h e m a i n focus is on the Dutch Republic , where discussion culture 
was more inclusive t h a n i n most other countries, a n d where people f r o m very 
different walks of life j o i n e d the conversation. 
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