
CONTENTS

Acknowledgements ix
Notes on Contributors x
Abbreviations xiii

Introduction: 'Consequences of Abstraction' 1
PETER HALLWARD

1 The History of Truth: Alain Badiou in French Philosophy 21
ETIENNE BALIBAR

2 Philosophy Without Conditions 39
JEAN-LUC NANCY

3 Nihil Unbound: Remarks on Subtractive Ontology and
Thinking Capitalism 50
RAY BRASSIER

4 Some Remarks on the Intrinsic Ontology of Alain Badiou 59
JEAN-TOUSSAINT DESANTI

5 Badiou and Deleuze on the One and the Many 67
TODD MAY

6 Badiou and Deleuze on the Ontology of Mathematics 77
DANIEL W. SMITH

7 Alain Badiou and the Miracle of the Event 94
DANIEL BENSAID

8 States of Grace: The Excess of the Demand in Badiou's
Ethics of Truths 106
PETER DEWS

9 An Ethics of Militant Engagement 120
ERNESTO I.ACLAU

10 Communism as Separation 138
ALBERTO TOSCANO

11 On the Subject of the Dialectic 150
BRUNO BOSTEELS

12 From Purification to Subtraction: Badiou and the Real 165
SLAVOJ ZIZEK

13 What if the Other is Stupid? Badiou and Lacan on 'Logical
Time' 182
ED PLUTH a n d DOMINIEK HOENS



14 The Fifth Condition 191
ALENKA ZUPANCIC

1 5 What Remains of Fidelity after Serious Thought 202
ALEX GARCIA DÜTTMANN

16 Badiou's Poetics 208
JEAN-JACQUES LECERCLE

17 Aesthetics, Inaesthetics, Anti-Aesthetics 218
JACQUES RANCIERE

Afterword: Some Replies to a Demanding Friend 232
ALAIN BADIOU

Notes 238
Bibliography 259
Index 267


