
Contents

Introduction: Debating Indian Nationalism and
Hindu Religious Belief 1

Antony Copley

I VARIETIES OF NATIONALISM

^ } Saffron and Seva: The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh's
Appropriation of Swami Vivekananda 31

Gwilym Beckerlegge

'The Centre of the Religious Life of the World':
Spiritual Universalism and Cultural Nationalism
in the Work of Sri Aurobindo 66

Peter Heehs

Secularizing the Sacred Cow: The Relationship
between Religious Reform and Hindu Nationalism 84

Therese O'Toole

Inventing a National Past: The Case of Ramdev's
Bharatvars kd itihas (1910-14) 110

Harald Fischer-Tine

II PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SPHERES

"The Hindu Woman's Right to Samnydsa':
Religious Movements and the Gender Question:
The Sri Sarada Math and the Ramakrishna
Sarada Mission 143

Hiltrud Rtistau



viii Contents

Re-membering the Tradition:
Bhaktivinoda Thakura's Sajjanatosam and the
Construction of a Middle-Class Vaisnava

• •

Sampradaya in Nineteenth-Century Bengal 173
Jason D. Fuller

Mahima Dharma Ascetics: A Case Study on Popular
Asceticism and its Patronage Structure in Rural Orissa 211

Lidia Julianna Guzy

Bhima Bhoi: The Making of a Modern Saint 230
Johannes Beltz

The Seva Ethic and the Spirit of Institution Building
in the Mata Amritanandamayi Mission 254

Maya Warrier

Index 290

List of Contributors . 302


