
T h e f i rs t t r u l y c o m p re h e n s i v e 

ac c o u n t o f p u r i t a n i s m a n d i t s r i c h , 

de n se , t u m u l t u o u s h i s t o ry o n b o t h 

si de s o f t h e A t l an t i c 

P u r i t a n i sm began i n En g l a nd i n t he 1540s 

and en ded on b o th sides of t he At l an t ic 

ar ou nd 1690. D u r i n g t h at span of t im e, 

' 'h ot p r o t est an t s' ' —p u r i t an s—execu t ed 

one k i n g, h elped remove an oth er, foun ded 

a sh or t 4 ived r epu b l ic i n En gl an d, and 

est ab l ish ed quasi- r epubl ics i n N ew 

En gl an d. Com ing fr om a ll levels of society, 

p u r i t ans r esh aped En glan d 's r e l igious 

cu l t u r e, dest royed m u ch of i t s great 

m ed ieval a r t i st ic legacy, w r o te creeds 

and cat ech isms w i t h w o r l d w i de im pact, 

and creat ed a last ing body of r e l igious 

l i t e r a t u r e. 

I n t h is gr ou n d b r eak ing book, M i ch ael 

W i n s h ip t r aces pu r i t an ism 's h ist or y, 

begin n ing w i t h i t s i n i t i a l at t empts to 

resh ape t he C h u r ch of En g l a nd and t he 

stalemate t h at fo l low ed as i t en coun t ered 

gr o w i ng offic ial h ost i l i t y. H e goes on to 

exp lore t he im m igr a t i on of some p u r i t ans 

to Am e r i ca and t h e ir est ab l ish m ent of 

god ly quasi- r epubl ics, t he sp l i t t i ng of r a n ks 

w i t h i n t he movemen t, and i t s demise at t he 

end of t he seven t een th cen t u r y. 

To ld t h r ou gh exem p lary episodes, 

in d iv id u a ls, and exper ien ces, Hot 

Protestants sh eds n ew l igh t on t he w ay 

t he p u r i t an project of cr eat ing r efor med 

ch u r ch es and in t o le r ant societ ies e v o l v e d— 

and on h ow po l i t i cal and r e l igious 

developmen ts finally b r ought p u r i t an i sm 

to an en d, i n b o th En g l a nd and Am e r i ca. 
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