This book presents a semiotic study of the re-elaboration of Christian nar-
ratives and values in a corpus of Italian novels published after the Second
Vatican Council (1960s). It tackles the complex set of ideas expressed by
Italian writers about the biblical narration of human origins and traditional
religious language and ritual, the perceived clash between the immanent and
transcendent nature and role of the Church, and the problematic notion of
sanctity emerging from contemporary narrative.

THE SERIES: SEMIOTICS OF RELIGION

Cross-fertilizing the areas of religious studies and language studies, Semiotics
of Religion publishes works that deal with the symbolic patterns of religious
cultures. While stressing the theoretical reading of religious phenomena, the
series emphasizes placing religious beliefs and expressions in their histori-

cal and socio-cultural contexts, as well as establishing well-documented
comparisons among different religious traditions, Interdisciplinary at its
core, Semiotics of Religion welcomes contributions from researchers in all
subfields of semiotics—including cultural semiotics, cognitive semiotics,
structural semiotics, semiotic anthropology, visual semiotics, the semiotics of
the arts—and from adjacent disciplines such as linguistics, discourse analysis,
performance studies, communications, and rhetoric as well as semiotically-
oriented submissions from religious studies, cultural studies, literary studies,
gender studies, post-colonial studies, and material culture.



