Through its missionary, pedagogical, and
scientific accomphshments the Society
of Jesus—known as the Jesmts—-——became‘
one of the first institutions with a truly
“global” reach, in practice and intention.
The Oxford Handbook of the Jesuits offers
a critical assessment of the order, helping
to chart new directions for research at a
time when there is renewed interest in
Jesuit studies. In particular, the Hand-
book examines their resilient dynamlsm
and innovative spirit, grounded in Cath-
olic theology and Christian spirituality,
but also profoundly rooted in society
and cultural institutions. It also explores |
Jesuit contributions to education, the arts,
politics, and theology, among others.

The volume is organized in seven
major sections, totaling forty chapters,
on the order’s foundation and administra-
tion, the theological underpinnings of i 1ts ;
activities, the Jesuit involvement with
secular culture, missiology, the orders ,
contributions to the arts and sciences,
the suppression the order endured in the
eighteenth century, and finally, the resto-
ration. The volume also looks at the way
the Jesuit order is changing, including
becoming more non-European and ethni-
cally diverse, with its members increas-.
ingly interested in engaging society in
addition to traditional pastoral duties.
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The Oxford Handbooks series‘is a major
initiative in academic publishing. Each
7olume offers an authoritative and state-
f-the-art survey of current thinking and
esearch in a particular subject area.
ipecially commissioned essays from
sading international figures in the disci-
line give critical examination of the
rogress and direction of debates. Oxford
andbooks provide scholars and graduate ‘»
udents with compelhng new perspec-
7es on a wide range of subJects in the
lmamtles and social sciences.



