Table of Contents

Acknowledgements ..........ocevenirinneniiniennnnniennne. ssessesssansrasesseperesaisasasanens 9
ADDIEVIALIONS. ..cvevverireerireeriesteeeerneereseeeeesessessessessaressenes rrevereereerenreaeeenaans 11
1. INEEOAUCHON w.eoveereeeeeeverererrernnsessnssnesesseeaeies eeeeeerenssaeasaeasaeaenens 19
1.1 What we talk about when we talk about prophets...' ....................... 19
1.1.1  Constructs of prophecy ........cccceceeverrrreeereresssesnsnsisnssssssssenenens 23
1.1.1.1  Definitions of prophecy.........ccccuvvvevririrrrinresieieesesennscnnnes 24

1.1.1.2  Divination and prophecy .......c.c.cevvereerurrerirrriesiaesinranenns e 25

1.1.1.3  Ancient Hebrew prophecy and biblical prophecy ............. 28

1.1.2 Prophetic terminology and the lexeme X22l........coovvvsvemeciminnnnn. 32
1.1.3  “False” prophecy .......ccceevrvirirrenrens eereeaesnrenes ceereentssresnteteaeas 37
1.1.3.1  Theology, morality and ethics ........cocewereumermermceresserinnns 40

1.1.3.2  Socio-anthropology and ideology.......... tereseeteeearnes e 44

1.1.3.3  Psychology and ecstasy ........ceccevevererureneee rereeeerentententeene 46

1.1.3.4  Tradition-hiStory ......cecevierereisseiminisnenisesieisseneenssensnscans 49
1.1.3.5  Summary of debate.........ccoeeueeureurerrennce rtreeses s seesee s 50

1.1.4  SUMMAIY .cecvrrrrreeereeereemenesceaesenseesenenssssssenes rerererereresrssnsssneneens I 1

1.2 Methodology......... eeteeterees ettt et bt R e R b et e neba e e r s st anan e 33
1.2.1  SEIMANTICS..couvereererrererreessesseessssssssssesseasesessesensensssssssssssssssstesseses 53
1.2.2  CloSe 18adING ..c.cvvreevrrerercerenirneircsisiniesenssereessssnsneas reererenereaenes 58

1.3 SHUCHUIE .vereeveveeererereeseneesicneseeeesesessansasssnases reeereertneneaneens crreeene 62
1.4 COIPUS..ccecircirrinrireranniens e rneaaesans ettt 63
1.5 AIMS.ieieeeeeecenerernreniiitssnsess e ssasasasss e e 65
Part T — SEMANLICS ..ucveverveverererreeesriesessirisereseseesesesesessmssssssssssssssessssssssssnsssssssnss 07
2. Semantic analysis of X33 in JEremiah ..........cocceeverecesecenieeemsniaesesens 69
2.1 Nominal forms of 823 (“prophet”™).....c.eeveveniiereerenirenninesssiesnes 70
2.1.1 Morphology .......... reeneenteresnenes errereernesreeeestenseessranns eeeeserenneins 70
2.12  Syntagmatic data........ceevcereeecereecmerniriissismsessserssesssssessssssssens 71
2.1.2.1  Collocations With R23......ccccecvrieivinsiinnrensisnssnessniesesssennnns 71

2.1.2.2 %21 as subject of a finite Verb........covvcecricericreererenenee 75

2.1.2.3 21 as object of a finite Verb ........ccceeveeeneeecinrnininnnes 80

2.1.24 x»21 with a non-ﬁmte 753 {0 JEURORRR 84

2.1.2.5  SUMMALY .coveverecrcrnnreririresisiiseieesiseesesenenns et easeaeene 89

2.1.3  Paradigmatic data........cooeeeeereereescerecmcrnemesernmiesssasmsenssessessenses 89

2.1.4  SUMMATY OF K01.cucverieeerimeeeireereneesersenenennnssens reverrereseressneanans 95



6 Table of Contents

2.2 Verbal forms from 831 (“prophesy”™) ....c..cvveeeeveerenesesessseniseneenenes 95
2.2.1  MOIPhOLOZY c.evvvirinrniirirereisinne et 95
2.2.2  Syntagmatic data.........cecevirerirerireiiiinnsnnnnesnsesenestesaens 96

2.2.2.1  Collocations With 833 ....cecceueerrcvnrinisnesniininensesennnenesenns 96

2.2.2.2  Subjects Of R .cccvvuiiinmiriiicriiincersteeteee s 98

2.2.2.3  Verbal phrases with X2 ..ccceiveiviiiivnnnnnnienenennncncecenene 99
2.2.2.4  SUIMIMATY .veveereereencreirmsuesisesisissesssesssssssessssessssassassesseses 101

'2.2.3  Paradigmatic data..........cocvuvuerirniiriiennnninneeesesesesses e 102
2.2.4  Summary of R ....cccvvreviieniireiiieenenrieisssisssssssesesesessscssens 104

23 CONCIUSION ...cveereerenterereerreenesesisessestsistestsresesssnsssnssssssssasessesnens 104
Part IT — Cl0Se 18A0INE ....ceveevereirmrireiisesieieissertesetsrsstssssssesessesessscscsseane 109
3. Prophets and authority: Jeremiah 1:4—19...ccocoieiriininnnnnninnn, 111

3.1 Preliminary remarks............. sersessrssesasrersastesastessen s st s asssanessesstoes 111

3.2 Jeremiah 1:4—10....ccvevemrercnieiencniiriiniieieeeessssnesesssesssssseseses 111
'3.2.1  Text and translation .........cceveneeiiniinieninninneeiennnncnresnenenes 112
3.2.2  Prophet to the NAtiONS .......coveveenirniinniicneircsrensescsiineans 113

3.2.2.1  DIVINE SUPPOTT ..cevrruriririrririitennsrnressisstsisssssessasssesssasencas 114
3.2.2.2 Nations and Kingdoms........c..cceeevveenenineneernnicnsnnensenne 120
3.2.3  Sending the prophets........cocevirieereiinennninesinenesesncsessines 124
3.2.4  Prophet [ike MOSES .....c.cceveermrimriineesesisnsinseessinisnessisinccssacnens 132
3.2.5  SUMMAIY .cvereeeirenierinnierisiirtisseissesassnssessesssessssessessssssssesssasenss 135

33 Jeremiah 1:11=14 c.cuceeiereerecneeeesnesenssessesnssscsenssssssssnsaseseaens 130
3.3.1  Text and translation ........ceccevevvcvvereenieneniinienienenssesiesnessssenees 137
3.3.2 The first vision: Jeremiah 1:11—12 ...ccoevmivimivnrevnnrneirinneennes 137
3.3.3  The second vision: Jeremiah 1:13—14....cc.ccccvvimnninnnnennnnne. 139
3.3.4  SUMMAIY .ceeruiiirenereriiierinrisneisssessesnssssssessssssassssessesessessasssassaes 142

34 Jeremiah 1:15=19 cocrivievenereecrcnincn et esseaens 143
3.4.1 Text and translation ........cevvninieininnennnnrensesseeesnenes 144
3.42  Opposition and attack ........cceecerernisereinsisninsisssnesssssssiseense 145
3.4.3  SUMIMNATY .covevrerieennerernisisiirsessiisnesessesssssssssesasssssssssssssssssssscass 147

3.5 CONCIUSION ..veevieurerertereeceeerernsssnssresstssissesssssessnesesssssssassessssassesaans 147

4. Prophets and polemics: Jeremiah 23:9—40.......ccocoeeviinieciniiccnnncnen. 151

4.1 Preliminary remarks........cocecevveiniiniinininennennsneiensssssseseenene 151

4.2 Jeremiah 23:9—15 ..ottt et 151
4.2.1 Text and translation ........cccocevevenenenieiieeninnninnsinsesesesnenesnes 152
4.2.2 Concerning the prophets .....cecevvevierenintiinnnienininncnieneeeins 154
4.2.3  Prophets and Priests .......oeeerurreeiieninistsnesesneesesisesenins 161

423.1 Jeremiah 5:31; 6:13 || 8:10; 14:18; 23:11 ..covvvrvirrevernnenens 162

4.2.3.2  Jeremiah 2:8; 4:9; 18:18; 23:33-34; 26:11, 16..ucureuene. 167



Table of Contents
4.2.3.3  Jeremiah 2:26; 8:1; 13:13; 32:32 ...coveiiiiannnis fvveorsrnesaras 173
424 SUIMINAIY coveererrrrcereeeressessesmesnisessessesssssssssssssissossssssssussisissssess 176
4.3 Jeremiah 23:16-24 ....ovueveevevirrrreneeeeneneeeraenisrestesrsinssnsiass s sesseses 177

4.3.1 Text and translation .......ceeeeeeennineninieiinninioinensenneesiesenes 177

432 Tt will (not) go well for You ....cveeveeriennisceennanicines R 179
432.1  Jeremiah 5:12—14....cvcciviiiiiininiiviinninnniiniidnsnsdeneeeas . 181

433 Prophets and the council of YHWH .........c........ esidisienensasasaens . 183

434  SUMMATY c.coeerirrereireerisnitereerenssssssnsasssssinssnsssssssssnens edresedisabeiis 187

4.4 Jeremiah 23:25-32 c..covviivevrniiiineencieneenene resanint devebiennende

4.4.1 Text and Translation :

4.4.2 Prophets and deceit.......coueieverenreieeneninniiiiiiiiinns
4421  Jeremiah 14:11-16................ erereeseneaene devesesiondenssiiiannress 195
44272  Jeremiah 29:21-23....ccuoevinniiiiintinneniniensssiie s 196

4.43 Prophets, dreams and visions..........c.c... reerereieennie deireeraeesssene 197

444 SUMIMATY ...orveeeeriririirnrsrerissosssssssssssssesisssssesissssstssssdosssssessenes 199

4.5 Jeremiah 23:33-40 ...ociiiireerereeecceene et 200

4.5.1 Text and translation ..........cceecereivininenenieninennsssiensesessssseessssnes 201

452 Message of YHWH....ocoimriinnininciniccnccnetsecnssininnes 202

4,53 SUMIMATY .covrreeerreirerrsiorerisneresnesassssnsssssiassssessssssnasssssssssrsnsssasses 204

4.6 CONCIUSION «veveerereerieaeriereereessesstssecsressessssssesessessesssssssssassisasssesaes 204
5. Prophets and nations: Jeremiah 27:1-28:17 ....cccccuvvvvrunnns eesbbebiveeseenns 209
5.1 Preliminary remarks......ccvecivrimereeeinsimsssesseresinesneisisnesions i 209
5.2 Jeremiah 27:1=15 . .ccvcrrrvinininiciinntnenennnnesienenens e iesbiees 210

5.2.1 Text and translation .......c.eecevveiverenreniinieesnnnsinienesnnssessssseeens 211

5.2.2 The yoke of Babylom......ccoevueerirerninisinincsrnecsseecicnsninsiiinns 214

5.2.3  Prophets and diVINers........ceceeverrinisesierscncnsisiscsniiiisisiinnns 217

524 SUMMATY ..c.coverierireriiriisierisnstessernsssessssessssestssesssssssssessisassessenes 218

5.3 Jeremiah 27:16-22 ...ccveeeceeerreeerereneeteisassinisssesessesssssessssasasensas 219

5.3.1 Text and translation ........cceecveeeviireeiiinenerenennnesnsnseseseeenae 220

5.3.2 The temple VESSElS ....cccvuvurriririireneninieiinininisieesesssesisnecniianes 221

5.3.3  Prophets and intercession........ouvveeveresiersisesnnsssennsisisssisssenens 222

5.3.4  SUIMMALY ..ovriririririnnirerererisnnnisssssssssssssssssesssssisssssissssssssessnens 224

5.4 Jeremiah 28:1—11 ..coicreeereeeenrecreneesesesecressiseese s s ssnesassenee 225

5.4.1 Text and translation ......c..cecceveeveriiniineninnnseeresisssesssssesencens 225

5.4.2 Jeremiah and Hananiah (part 1) ....cccceevvnmnienniininnnncnnnscnncnne 227

5.43 Prophecy according to Jeremiah .......cccocevnenninininiininicinen, 232
5.4.3.1  Salvation and dOOM ......ccccerrirrinmriesiiecnsennssnsineenssessencs 233
5.4.3.2  Discernment and Deuteronomy 18:20-22.......ccveiunnee 238

544 SUMIMNATY ..c.coremriririisicsenisinsieesessisssssssssssstseseessssssssnsssssases 242

5.5 Jeremiah 28: 1217 c...voeveveeireiererenieccisesisreniesssasesss s rsiessonas 244



8 Table of Contents

5.5.2  Jeremiah and Hananiah (Part 2) ....ccccecvuevenisensininiinescninencensnenes 245
5.5.3  SUMMAIY .cccerirreeeneiiiiissesiesissrersssesssssesssnessssssessesestssessstsssons 246

5.6 CONCIUSION «.vevrveirrieeisreieireerreenrernnerreestesseessessseesstessassssnessssssesnsones 247

6. CONCIUSION ..eeerereeiriirreeiersneeereeessessressesssarssaeseessnsennssesssssssssssssossnssanssnnnns 251
6.1 Summary of findings.........cevvevrierirervennas ererteeereterenreseeneesasenes 251

© 6.1.1 Function and nature of prophecy .......ccecevevmrniesinienieniinesencens 251
6.1.2. Dreams and VISIONS......cccvevveeereerrivessseessmesssesseesinssessenssssnossssns 252
6.1.3  BEINZ SEML .cvevuiucecrnininiiiirtie st 253
6.1.4 Prophets, priests and CUlt ..........ccoeeeiiiiininennnnciniiiennen 255
6.1.5  Salvation and dOOIM ......ceeevveeereeerseeersernsnrecseeesrensrenssneessressssses 256
6.1.6 . Legitimacy and authority ..........cceeeeereneencncnnnneeesnessisncnesnnnns 257

6.2 Contributions t0 reSEarch .....ccvvererrvieecrirnrriniincinicsienisenesseeesnns 259
6.2.1  Definition OF RI23...icveeecieceieseicireerercessessiensreisseissesnsssesesssesses 259
6.2.2  CultiC PrOPhECY ..cccererriirirrerirterirereissssrssstniessessdstsnsnsnestnss 260

6.3 SUINIMALY «..covevemerrerinriinriesieireiressssesiosssiesesssssssssssssesisssnsnensanas 263
BiblOZIAPNY ....cvtrereeeeuiinieniiitiiiireissin ettt 265
LSt OF TADIES cuvvereuveecrrietreeereeereeeertessseesssseesssesesaessssassseessssesssnsesassesssesseass 299
TNAEX OF AULHOTS c.vvveierriirieeereeerrereeteseseseeseseionsssanesnicssssessssnesssensssessassssess 300
TEXE TEFETEICES vevvvevererierrierirresseressesesssesssnessnsesssessossesesansessssssssasesasssnnesnssse 306

INAEX OF SUDJECES ..uvuvevveueneeierereniceicieriir st e et es e sesessananas 327



