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Istanbul was
one of the
main sources
of inspiration
for the design.

OPPOSITE
The light tone
chosen for
the walls and
the ceilings
contrasts with
the panorama
of the city.
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A TALE OF TWO
CULTURES

Ozge Oztiirk and Alexandre Simeray, the talented
London-based duo at the helm of OZA Design, speaks with
KARINE MONIE about the mix of influences behind this
peaceful apartment with breathtaking views.
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f the spirit of this project

had to be summed up in

one sentence, it would
undoubtedly be “serenity in
the heart of a city that never
sleeps.” Istanbul’s Galata district
— known for being a main port
and trading area since the 13th
century — is the setting for
this apartment, surrounded
by historical monuments and
UNESCO protected sites. Ozge
Oztiirk and Alexandre Simeray,
the co-founders of OZA Design,
created the interior spaces of

l

this project, drawing inspiration
from the Turkish city. Former
capital of the Byzantine, Roman
and Ottoman empires, this
constantly changing megalopolis
is at the crossroads between two
continents — Europe and Asia

— a dichotomy to which the duo
wanted to pay tribute.

“Istanbul is a unique mosaic
with people from different
backgrounds, traditions and
relationships living together,”
says Oztiirk. “In that sense,
it’s a place that represents
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globalisation before its time.”
Originally from Turkey and
having lived in the capital from
2006 to 2014 before moving to
the UK., Ozge found this project,
in a way, to be a return to her
roots.

Inside this contemporary
building with minimalist linens,
the sublime panorama of the
Bosphorus is highlighted in
every space. The Kitchen, dining
area and living room are all
adjoined while each bedroom
has its own bathroom. _»

.

ABOVE

Most of the
materials were
sourced locally
by OZA Design.

RIGHT

This home

is a peaceful
sanctuary in the
middle of hustle
and bustle of
the city.
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INSIDE THIS CONTEMPORARY BUILDING
WITH MINIMALIST LINENS, THE SUBLIME
PANORAMA OF THE BOSPHORUS IS
HIGHLIGHTED IN EVERY SPACE.
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Every
room was

designed to
highlight the
exceptional
views.
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To further highlight the
panorama and draw attention
to the home’s essential
elements, Ozge and Alexandre
opted for natural materials.
The monochromatic color
palette creates a soothing and
timeless effect. The light tones,
both on the walls and on the
ceiling, contrast with the views
and give life to shadows and
light changes during different
hours of the day. Lighting
and furniture pieces — many
of which are part of OZA
Design’s first collection that
has just been launched —
also contribute to the calm
environment that helps the
homeowners disconnect from
the hectic pace of the city
outside. Works by Turkish
artists Sinan Logie and Ozde
Ozdal were chosen by the
two architects to complete
the whole.

“We wanted to invent
a new visual language by
mixing our two cultures,” says
Alexandre.

A feeling of lightness and
openness prevails in this place
born from the combination
between the old and the new,
between the heritages of the
East and the West, between
the soul of Istanbul and the
contemporary lifestyle of
the inhabitants. Connecting
past and present through
multiple aspects, this refined,
welcoming and serene project
is an ode to the richness of
its location and the creative
vision of Ozge and Alexandre
who gave it a strong design
identity in a subtle way. Il
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LEFT Almost

all the pieces

of furniture
come from OZA
Design’s new
collection.

BELOW

This project
reflects a perfect
balance between
past and
present.

OPPOSITE, TOP
A sense of
openness and
lightness prevails
throughout the
space.

OPPOSITE,
BOTTOM

The color palette
is soft and warm.
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