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Item 11 of the Provisional Agenda:

Establishment of the Evaluation Body for the 2015 cycle
	Summary

In conformity with paragraph 27 of the Operational Directives, ‘on an experimental basis, the evaluation of nominations for inscription on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, of proposed programmes, projects and activities that best reflect the principles and objectives of the Convention and of international assistance requests greater than US$25,000 shall be accomplished by a consultative body of the Committee established in accordance with Article 8.3 of the Convention, to be known as the “Evaluation Body”.’ The present document proposes the establishment of such a body.

Decision required: paragraph 9


1. The Operational Directives were amended by the General Assembly at its fifth session in June 2014 (the ‘2014 Operational Directives’) (Resolution 5.GA 5.1). Their paragraph 27 provides that, ‘on an experimental basis, the evaluation of nominations for inscription on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, of proposed programmes, projects and activities that best reflect the principles and objectives of the Convention and of international assistance requests greater than US$25,000 shall be accomplished by a consultative body of the Committee established in accordance with Article 8.3 of the Convention, to be known as the “Evaluation Body”.’
2. The 2014 Operational Directives further provide in paragraph 27 that ‘the Evaluation Body shall be composed of twelve members appointed by the Committee: six experts qualified in the various fields of the intangible cultural heritage representatives of States Parties non-Members of the Committee and six accredited non-governmental organizations, taking into consideration equitable geographical representation and various domains of intangible cultural heritage.’ The 2014 Operational Directives also specify in paragraph 28 that ‘once appointed by the Committee, the members of the Evaluation Body shall act impartially in the interests of all the States Parties and the Convention.’
3. According to Article 8.3 of the Convention, the Committee may establish, on a temporary basis, whatever ad hoc consultative bodies it deems necessary to carry out its task. Further, Rule 20.2 of the Committee’s Rules of Procedure provides that the Committee shall define the composition and the terms of reference (including mandate and duration of office) of such ad hoc consultative bodies at the time of their establishment. Annex 1 to the present document accordingly proposes for decision by the Committee a set of terms of reference for the Evaluation Body, including its mandate and duration.
4. In conformity with paragraph 28 of the 2014 Operational Directives, in July 2014 the Secretariat informed the States Parties of the vacant seats to be filled: one expert and one accredited non-governmental organization from each Electoral Group. The Chairperson of each Electoral Group sent up to three candidatures to the Secretariat, and these are listed in Annex 2 to this document, together with a link to the curriculum vitae in the case of experts and to a website and/or the request for accreditation in the case of non-governmental organizations.
5. The 2014 Operational Directives also provide in paragraph 28 that ‘The duration of office of a member of the Evaluation Body shall not exceed four years’ and that ‘Every year, the Committee shall renew one quarter of the members of the Evaluation Body.’ The Committee is therefore called upon to put in place a system of rotation that provides for three of the twelve members of the Evaluation Body to be appointed at each session of the Committee, with each seat having a duration of office of that does not exceed four years. The purpose of that system of rotation is to balance the need for continuity and institutional memory, on the one hand, and the need for reinvigoration and fresh inputs, on the other; the principle of equitable geographic representation shall also be strictly respected.

6. Since this is the first Evaluation Body to be established, the Committee must therefore decide that three seats will have an initial duration of 2015-2018 (to be filled for the 2019 cycle), three seats will have an initial duration of 2015-2017 (to be filled for the 2018 cycle), three seats will have an initial duration of 2015-2016 (to be filled for the 2017 cycle), and the three remaining seats will have a duration of 2015 (to be filled for the 2016 cycle).
7. The Committee may wish to proceed in selecting the term of office of each incumbent member either through negotiation among Committee members or through selection by lot – or by a combination of the two methods. Should Committee Members choose to undertake such negotiations, they may wish to begin well in advance of the Committee session, as there may be little opportunity during the session itself for such informal consultations.
8. It may be desirable when establishing the rotation system to avoid a situation where a single electoral group has two new members in the same year.
9. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
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The Committee,

1. Having examined document ITH/14/9.COM/11,

2. Recalling Article 8.3 of the Convention, paragraphs 27 and 28 of the Operational Directives and Rule 20 of its Rule of Procedures,

3. Establishes a consultative body to be known as the ‘Evaluation Body’ for the evaluation in 2015 of nominations for inscription on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, of proposed programmes, projects and activities that best reflect the principles and objectives of the Convention and of international assistance requests greater than US$25,000, and adopts its terms of reference as annexed to this Decision;
4. Decides to establish a system of rotation among the seats on the Evaluation Body, as follows:

Seats to be filled in 2016:

EG xx [NGO] [Expert]

EG xx [NGO] [Expert]

EG xx [NGO] [Expert]
Seats to be filled in 2017:

EG xx [NGO] [Expert]

EG xx [NGO] [Expert]

EG xx [NGO] [Expert]
Seats to be filled in 2018:

EG xx [NGO] [Expert]

EG xx [NGO] [Expert]

EG xx [NGO] [Expert]
Seats to be filled in 2019:

EG xx [NGO] [Expert]

EG xx [NGO] [Expert]

EG xx [NGO] [Expert]
5. Appoints the following individual experts and accredited non-governmental organizations as members of the Evaluation Body for 2015:

Experts representatives of States Parties non-Members of the Committee
1. EG I: XXXXX

2. EG II: XXXXX

3. EG III: XXXXX

4. EG IV: XXXXX

5. EG V (a): XXXXX

6. EG V (b): XXXXX

Accredited non-governmental organizations 
1. EG I: XXXXX

2. EG II: XXXXX

3. EG III: XXXXX

4. EG IV: XXXXX

5. EG V (a): XXXXX

6. EG V (b): XXXXX

Annex 1

	Terms of Reference of the Evaluation Body for the 2015 cycle

	The Evaluation Body 

	1.
	shall be composed of twelve members appointed by the Committee: six experts qualified in the various fields of the intangible cultural heritage representatives of States Parties non-Members of the Committee and six accredited non-governmental organizations, taking into consideration equitable geographical representation and various domains of intangible cultural heritage;

	2
	shall elect its Chairperson, Vice-Chair and Rapporteur; 

	3.
	shall hold private meetings in accordance with Rule 19 of the Rules of Procedure of the Committee;

	4.
	shall be responsible for the evaluation of nominations for inscription on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, of proposed programmes, projects and activities that best reflect the principles and objectives of the Convention and of international assistance requests greater than US$25,000, in conformity with the Operational Directives for the implementation of the Convention. It shall, in particular, include in its evaluation:

	
	a.
	an assessment of the conformity of nominations to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding with the inscription criteria as provided in Chapter I.1 of the Operational Directives; including an assessment of the viability of the element and the feasibility and sufficiency of the safeguarding plan, and an assessment of the risks of its disappearing, as provided in paragraph 29 of the Operational Directives;

	
	b.
	an assessment of the conformity of nominations to the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity with the inscription criteria as provided in in Chapter I.2 of the Operational Directives

	
	b.
	an assessment of the conformity of proposed programmes, projects and activities that best reflect the principles and objectives of the Convention with the selection criteria as provided in Chapter I.3 of the Operational Directives;

	
	c.
	an assessment of the conformity of international assistance requests greater than US$25,000 with the selection criteria as provided in Chapter I.4 of the Operational Directives;

	
	d.
	a recommendation to the Committee to inscribe or not to inscribe the nominated element on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, to inscribe or not to inscribe the nominated element on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity; to select or not to select the proposed programmes, projects and activities that best reflect the principles and objectives of the Convention; or to approve or not to approve the international assistance request greater than US$25,000; 

	5.
	shall provide the Committee with an overview of all files and a report of its evaluation;

	6.
	shall cease to exist following submission to the tenth session of the Committee of the report of its evaluation of the files to be examined by the Committee in 2015.

	Once appointed by the Committee, the members of the Evaluation Body shall act impartially in the interests of all the States Parties and the Convention.


Annex 2
	Electoral Group I
	
	

	Experts
	
	

	Amélia Maria de Melo Frazão Moreira
	Portugal
	CV

	Henricus Smeets
	Netherlands
	CV

	Non-Governmental Organizations
	
	

	Fundaçao INATEL / INATEL Foundation
	Accreditation form
http://www.inatel.pt/

	Nederlands Centrum voor Volkscultuur / Dutch Centre for Folklore and Intangible Heritage
	Accreditation form
http://www.volkscultuur.nl

	Stiftelsen Râdet for folkemusikk og folkedans
/ The Foundation for Traditional Music and Dance
	Accreditation form
http://www.rff-sentret.no/

	Electoral Group II
	
	

	Experts
	
	

	Kristiina Porila
	Estonia
	CV

	Ľubica Voľanská
	Slovakia
	CV

	Saša Srećković
	Serbia
	CV

	Non-Governmental Organizations
	
	

	Česká národopisná společnost
/ Czech Ethnological Society
	Accreditation form
http://www.narodopisnaspolecnost.cz/

	International Council for Traditional Music (ICTM)
	Accreditation form
http://www.ictmusic.org/

	Electoral Group III
	
	

	Experts
	
	

	Carlos Hernández Soto
	Dominican Republic
	CV

	Celia B. Toppin
	Barbados
	CV

	Victor Rago
	Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
	CV

	Non-Governmental Organizations
	
	

	Associação dos Amigos da Arte Popular Brasileira - Museu Casa do Pontal / Association of Friends of Brazilian Folk Art - Casa do Pontal Museum
	Accreditation form
http://www.museucasadopontal.com.br/

	Electoral Group IV
	
	

	Experts
	
	

	Masami Iwasaki
	Japan
	CV

	Nguyen Thi Hien
	Viet Nam
	CV

	Siri Neng Buah
	Malaysia
	CV

	Non-Governmental Organizations
	
	

	Asosiasi Tradisi Lisan (ATL)
/ Oral Tradition Association
	Accreditation form
http://atljambi.blogspot.fr/

	中国民俗学会 
/ China Folklore Society (CFS)
	Accreditation form
http://www.chinafolklore.org/

	Korea Cultural Heritage Foundation (CHF)
	Accreditation form
http://www.chf.or.kr/

	Electoral Group V(a)
	
	

	Experts
	
	

	John Moogi Omare
	Kenya
	CV

	Olabiyi Babalola Joseph Yai
	Benin
	CV

	Sidi Traore
	Burkina Faso
	CV

	Non-Governmental Organizations
	
	

	Centre for Heritage Development in Africa (CHDA)
	Accreditation form
http://www.heritageinafrica.org/

	Organisation pour la promotion des médecines traditionnelles (PROMETRA)
	Accreditation form
http://www.prometra.org/

	The Cross-Cultural Foundation of Uganda (CCFU)
	Accreditation form
http://www.crossculturalfoundation.or.ug/

	Electoral Group V(b)
	
	

	Experts
	
	

	Ahmed Skounti
	Morocco
	CV

	Annie Tohmé Tabet
	Lebanon
	CV

	Hani Hayajneh
	Jordan
	CV

	Non-Governmental Organizations
	
	

	The Syria Trust for Development
	Accreditation form
http://www.syriatrust.sy/


