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AL RECTOR DE LA UNIVERSIDAD CARLOS III DE MADRID 
 
 

29/mayo/2024 
 
 
 
La historia del Centro de Estudios Avanzados en Ciencias Sociales (CEACS) del 

Instituto Juan March y, posteriormente, su transformación en el Instituto de Ciencias 

Sociales Carlos III-Juan March, es una historia de éxito. 

En 1987 se creó el CEACS con la misión de mejorar la formación y la investigación en 

Ciencias Sociales (Ciencia Política y Sociología) en España. Un programa de becas y un 

exigente Máster de dos años en Ciencias Sociales permitieron a una nueva generación 

de doctores incorporarse a la academia internacional. Por las aulas del CEACS pasaron 

grandes figuras españolas de las Ciencias Sociales, la Economía, la Historia y el 

Derecho (entre otros muchos, Miguel Artola, Enrique Fuentes Quintana, Juan Linz, José 

María Maravall, Víctor Pérez Díaz y Francisco Rubio Llorente). Los cursos también 

fueron impartidos por algunos de los mejores profesores extranjeros en sus disciplinas 

(Gösta Esping-Andersen, James Fearon, Margaret Levi, Michael Mann, Adam 

Przeworski, Philippe Schmitter entre muchos otros). Un número importante de los 

estudiantes del CEACS se doctoraron en Universidades españolas y extranjeras (entre 

las que destacan la Universidad de Oxford, la Universidad de Nueva York, el Instituto 

Universitario Europeo de Florencia, Yale, Harvard, etc.), desarrollando posteriormente 

carreras académicas y profesionales de gran éxito, tanto en España como en el 

extranjero. 

En 2013, el antiguo CEACS se integró en la Universidad Carlos III de Madrid como un 

nuevo Instituto, con financiación pública y privada, bajo el nombre de Instituto de 

Ciencias Sociales Carlos III-Juan March (IC3JM). En paralelo, la Universidad Carlos III 

creó un Departamento interdisciplinar de Ciencias Sociales. Estos cambios tenían el 

objetivo explícito de maximizar las sinergias entre el Instituto y el Departamento para 

consolidar una de las mejores instituciones de Ciencias Sociales de España y de Europa. 

Gracias al generoso apoyo de la Universidad, así como a la estrecha colaboración entre 

el Instituto y el Departamento, el objetivo original se ha alcanzado en menos de una 
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década. Hoy, la Universidad Carlos III alberga una comunidad variada, cosmopolita e 

interdisciplinar en Ciencias Sociales, capaz de producir publicaciones punteras y atraer 

financiación para la investigación. A nadie debería sorprender que el Instituto haya 

obtenido un importante prestigio internacional. 

Cuando en el extranjero se habla de Ciencias Sociales en España, una de las primeras 

referencias que viene a la mente es el IC3JM y la Universidad Carlos III. Los firmantes 

de esta carta sentimos una gran admiración por el trabajo realizado a lo largo de todos 

estos años. Por la misma razón, estamos seriamente preocupados por los últimos 

acontecimientos que se están produciendo en torno al IC3JM. 

Ha habido una campaña de desprestigio del Instituto en la prensa, transformando un 

problema administrativo en un falso escándalo político y académico que afecta a la 

gestión del IC3JM. La actual directora del Instituto, la profesora Sandra León, que 

cuenta con una admirable trayectoria académica, excelentes publicaciones y una 

importante experiencia en gestión, se ha visto envuelta en graves acusaciones y su 

puesto como Profesora Titular está ahora en peligro. Nos preocupa que también se 

hayan vertido acusaciones infundadas contra el anterior director del Instituto, Ignacio 

Sánchez-Cuenca, Catedrático de Ciencia Política de la Universidad Carlos III. Si ha 

habido algún problema administrativo en la convocatoria de la plaza obtenida en 2021 

por la profesora León, confiamos en que la Universidad lo resuelva sin perjudicar ni la 

carrera del profesor León ni el funcionamiento del Instituto. 

Nuestra preocupación también aumenta por los retrasos en la renovación de convenios 

vitales para el futuro del instituto. Solicitamos al rector que salga en defensa del IC3JM 

y renueve acuerdos vitales que garanticen la supervivencia y funcionamiento del 

Instituto. 

La Universidad Carlos III ha hecho una apuesta decidida y valiente por las Ciencias 

Sociales. Sería una tragedia que el esfuerzo realizado se diluyera ante las injustas 

acusaciones aparecidas en los medios de comunicación. Está en juego no sólo el 

prestigio del IC3JM y de la profesora León, sino también el de la propia Universidad 

Carlos III, una gran universidad en España y en Europa. 

Apelamos a los valores académicos que la Universidad Carlos III de Madrid ha 

encarnado desde su creación en 1989, con la esperanza de que el actual rector y su 

equipo encuentren una solución que dé estabilidad y confianza al IC3JM y a su 
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directora, la profesora León. Solicitamos respetuosamente a la Universidad que resuelva 

cuanto antes la incertidumbre actual. 

Atentamente, 
 
 

John Ahlquist, Professor of Political Science, University of California, San Diego 

Michael Albertus, Professor of Political Science, University of Chicago 

John Aldrich, Pfizer-Pratt University Professor of Political Science, Duke University 

Ben Ansell, Professor of Comparative Democratic Institutions, Nuffield College, 
University of Oxford 

Fulya Apaydin, Associate Professor of International Studies, IBEI-UPF 

Andreu Arenas, Associate Professor of Economics, University of Barcelona 

Kevin Arceneux, Professor of Political Science, Science Po 

Sascha Becker, Xiokai Yang Chair of Business and Economics, Monash University, 
Australia 

Pablo Beramendi, Professor of Political Science, Duke University * 

Fabrizio Bernardi, Professor of Sociology, UNED 

Michael Biggs, Associate Professor of Sociology, University of Oxford 

Carles Boix, Robert Garret Professor of Politics, Princeton University 

Catherine Boone, Harold Laski Professor of Political Science, London School of 
Economics 

Marius R. Busemeyer. Professor of Political Science, University of Konstanz 

Ernesto Calvo, Professor of Government and Politics, University of Maryland 

Ana Sofía Cardenal, Professor of Political Science, Universitat Oberta de Catalunya 

Lars-Erik Cederman, Professor of International Conflict Research, ETH Zürich 

Marina Costa Lobo, Director of the Social Sciences Institute, University of Lisbon 

Carl Dahlstrom, Professor of Political Science, University of Gothenburg 

Catherine E. De Vries, Professor of Political Science, Bocconi University * 

Elias Dinas, Swiss Chair of Federalism, European University Institute 

Mark Dincecco, Professor of Political Science, University of Michigan 

Raymond Duch, Director of the Center for Experimental Social Sciences, Nuffield 
College, University of Oxford. 
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Modesto Escobar Mercado, Catedrático de Sociología, Universidad de Salamanca 

Gösta Esping Andersen, Professor of Sociology, UPF * 

James Fearon, Theodor and Francis Gaballe Professor of Political Science, Stanford 
University 

Mariña Fernández Reino, Center for Migration,Policy and Society, University of 
Oxford 

John Ferejohn, Samuel Tilden Professor of Law, NYU 

Robert Fishman, Professor of Political Science and Sociology, UC3M* 

Julia Fleischer, Professor and Chair in German Politics and Government at the 
University of Potsdam & Professor II at the Department of Government, University of 
Bergen 

Aina Gallego, Associate Professor of Political Science, Universitat de Barcelona 

Diego Gambetta, Chair in Social Science, Fondazione Collegio Carlo Alberto 

Jennifer Gandhi, Professor of Political Science, Yale University 

John Gerring, Professor of Government, University of Texas Austin 

Francisco Garfias, Associate Professor of Political Science, University of California, 
San Diego 

Ezequiel González, Professor of Comparative and Judicial Politics, Nuffield College, 
Oxford University 

Libertad González, Professor of Economics, UPF 

Kenneth F. Greene, Associate Professor of Government, University of Texas at Austin 

Guy Grossman, Professor of Political Science, University of Pennsylvania 

Jean Grugel, Research Professor at IBEI and Professor Development Politics, 
University of York, UK. 

Peter A. Hall, Krupp Foundation Professor of European Studies, Harvard University 

Silja Häusermann, Professor of Political Science, University of Zurich 

Enrique Hernández Pérez, Associate Professor of Political Science, Autonomous 
University of Barcelona 

Alfonso Herranz Loncán, Professor of Economic History, University of Barcelona 

Jan Paul Heisig, Head of the Research Group "Health and Social Inequality, WZB 
Berlin Social Science Center 
Simon Hix, Stein Rokkan Chair in Comparative Politics, European University Institute 

Sarah Hobolt, Sutherland Chair in European Institutions, London School of Economics 

Liesbet Hooghe, W.R. Kenan Professor at the University of North Carolina Chapel Hill 
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Evelyn Huber, Professor of Political Science, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill 

Macartan Humphreys, Director, Institutions and Political Inequality Unit, Science 
Center, Berlin 

Torben Iversen, Harold Hitchings Burbank Professor of Political Economy, Harvard 
University 

Erik Jones, Director, Richard Schuman Center for Advanced Studies, European 
University Institute 

Jacint Jordana, Professor of Political Science, UPF 

Stathis Kalyvas, Gladstone Professor of Government, All Souls College, University of 
Oxford* 

Desmond King, Andrew W. Mellon Professor of American University, University of 
Oxford 

Herbert P. Kitschelt, George V. Allen Distinguished Professor of International 
Relations, Duke University 

Heike Kluever, Professor of Comparative Political Behavior, Humboldt University, 
Berlin 

Sabino Kornrich, Associate Professor of Social Research and Public Policy, NYU Abu 
Dhabi 

Alexander Kuo, Associate Professor of Politics, University of Oxford 

Bram Lancee, Associate Professor of Sociology, University of Amsterdam 

Gianmarco Leon Cilliota, Associate Professor of Economics, UPF 

Margaret Levi, Professor, Stanford University, Director CASBS-Stanford(2014-2022) * 

Fernando Limongi, Professor of Political Science, University of Sao Paulo 

Johannes Lindvall, Professor of Political Science, University of Gothenburg 

Noam Lupu, Professor of Political Science and Director of LAPOP Lab, Vanderbilt 
University 

Mark Manger, Professor of Political Economy, Munk School of Global Affairs & 
Public Policy, University of Toronto 

José María Maravall, Catedrático Emérito UM, FBA, Director CEACS (1996-2008)* 

Isabela Mares, Arnold Wolfers Professor of Political Science, Yale University* 

Gary Marks, Burton Craige Professor of Political Science, UNC-Chapel Hill 

Lanny Martin, Professor of Political Science, Bocconi University 

Wolfgang Merkel, Professor Emeritus, WZB Berlin Social Science Center 

Jordi Muñoz, Associate Professor of Political Science, University of Barcelona 
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Harris Mylonas, Associate Professor of Political Science and International Affairs, 
George Washington University 

Maria Victoria Murillo, Professor of Political Science, Columbia University 

Monika Nalepa, Professor of Political Science, University of Chicago 

Anja Neundorf, Professor in Politics & Research Methods, University of Glasgow 

José Ramón Montero, Catedrático Emérito de Ciencia Política, UAM* 

Alain Noël, Professor of Political Science, University of Montreal 

Daniel Oesch, Director of the Swiss Centre of Expertise in Life Course Research, 
University of Lausanne, Switzerland 

Salvador Parrado, Professor of Political Science, UNED 

Leonid V. Peisakhin, Associate Professor of Political Science, New York University - 
Abu Dhabi 

Steven Pfaff, Professor of Sociology, University of Washington (Seattle) 

Paul Pierson, John Gross Distinguished Professor of Political Science, University of 
California, Berkeley 

Andrea Pozas-Loyo, Investigadora Titular de Derecho Constitucional, Universidad 
Nacional Autónoma de México 

Leandro Prados de la Escosura, Emeritus Professor of Economic History, UC3M* 

Sergi Pardos-Prado, Professor of Comparative Politics. University of Glasgow 

Adam Przeworski, Carroll and Milton Professor Emeritus, New York University * 

Julio Ríos-Figueroa, Professor of Political Science, Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de 
México (ITAM) 

Kenneth Roberts, Richard J. Schwartz Professor of Government, Cornell University 

Graeme Robertson, Professor of Political Science, University of North Carolina, Chapel 
Hill 

Jonathan Rodden, Professor of Political Science, Stanford University 

Nassos Roussias, Lecturer in Politics, University of Sheffield 

David Rueda, Professor of Comparative Politics, University of Oxford 

Andrea Ruggieri, Professor of Political Science and International Relations, University 
of Oxford, and Professor of Political Science, Università degli Studi di Milano 

Shanker Satyanath, Professor of Politics, New York University 

Kenneth Scheve, Dean Acheson Professor of Political Science and Global Affairs, Yale 
University 



7  

Philipp Schmitter , Emeritus Professor, Department of Political and Social Sciences, 
EUI 

Livia Schubiger, Professor of Political Science and International Relations, Oxford 
University 

Ian Shapiro, Sterling Professor of Political Science and Global Affairs, Yale University 

David Siroki, Professor of International Relations, University of Florida 

Svend-Erik Skaaning, Professor of political science, Aarhus University 

Martin Smith, Professor of Politics, University of York 

Heike Solga, Professor of Sociology, BZW Berlin 

David Soskice, School Professor of Political Science, LSE 

Yasemin Soysal, Research Professor of Global Sociology, Science Center, Berlin* 

Susan Stokes, Tiffany and Margaret Blake Distinguished Service Professor, University 
of Chicago 

Milan Svolik, Elizabeth S. & A. Varick Stout Professor of Political Science, Yale 
University 

Jan Teorell, Lars Johan Hierta Chair, Stockholm University 

Kathy Thelen, Ford Professor of Political Science, MIT 

Mariano Torcal, Professor of Political Science, Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Barcelona 

Vera Troeger, Chair of Comparative Political Science, Universität Hamburg 

Steven Van de Walle, Professor of Public Management, KU Leuven 

Stefanie Walter, Professor of International Relations, University of Zurich 

Nils Weidmann, Professor of Political Science, Konstanz University 

Erik Wibbels, Penn Compact Professor of Political Science, University of Pennsylvania 

Andreas Wimmer, Lieber Professor of Sociology and Political Philosophy , Columbia 
University 

James Vreeland, Professor of Politics, Princeton University 

(*) Current or former member of the IC3JM Scientific Advisory Board 
 
 
MIEMBROS DEL IC3JM 

Antonio Cabrales, Professor in Economics, Carlos III University of Madrid 

Simon Chauchard, Associate Professor and Distinguished Researcher, Carlos III 
University of Madrid 

Sílvia Claveria, Assistant Professor, Carlos III University of Madrid 



8  

Jordi Domènech Feliu, Professor of Economic History, Carlos III University of Madrid 

Juan J. Fernández, Associate Professor of Sociology, Carlos III University of Madrid 

Pablo Fernández-Vázquez, “Atracción de Talento” Senior Researcher, Carlos III 
University of Madrid 

Gema García-Albacete, Associate Professor of Political Science, Carlos III University 
of Madrid 

Amuitz Garmendia, Visiting Professor, Carlos III University of Madrid 

Patrick Kraft, Ramón y Cajal Fellow, Carlos III University of Madrid 

Sebastián Lavezzolo, Associate Professor, and co-director MA in Social Sciences, 
Carlos III University of Madrid 

Ilona Lahdelma, Assistant Professor, Carlos III University of Madrid 

Juan Antonio Mayoral, Distinguished Researcher, Carlos III University of Madrid 

Isik Özel, Associate Professor of Political Science, Carlos III University of Madrid 

Jonas Radl, Associate Professor of Sociology, Carlos III University of Madrid 

Andrew Richards Visiting Professor, Department of Social Sciences, Carlos III 
University of Madrid 

Pedro Riera, Associate Professor of Political Science, Carlos III University of Madrid 

Ignacio Sánchez-Cuenca, Professor of Political Science, Carlos III University of Madrid 

Rickard Sandell, Associate Professor of Sociology, Department of Social Science 
UC3M, Fellow IC3JM and Instituto Figuerola 

Pablo Simón, Associate Professor in Political Science, Carlos III de Madrid. 

Margarita Torre, Associate Professor, Carlos III University of Madrid 

Emiliano Travieso, Assistant Professor, Carlos III University of Madrid 

Francisco Villamil, Assistant Professor of Political Science, Carlos III University of 
Madrid 

 
 
DOCTORES MIEMBRO DEL INSTITUTO JUAN MARCH 

Paloma Aguilar Fernández, Professor of Political Science, Complutense University of 
Madrid 

Susana Aguilar Fernández, Professor of Sociology, Complutense University of Madrid 

Berta Alvarez Miranda, Associate Professor of Sociology, Complutense University of 
Madrid 

Sonia Alonso, Associate Professor, Deusto University -Bilbao 
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Francesc Amat, Ramón y Cajal Fellow, University of Barcelona 

Maria Asensio Menchero, Associate Professor, Iscte-University Institute of Lisbon, 
Senior Officer at Strategy and Research Office, Ministry of Economy, Portugal. 

Javier Astudillo Ruiz, Associate Professor, Department of Political and Social Sciences, 
Universitat Pompeu Fabra 

Laia Balcells, Professor of Government, Georgetown University 

Kerman Calvo, Associate Professor, Salamanca University. 

Héctor Cebolla Boado, Permanent Research Fellow, The Spanish National Research 
Council (IEGD -CSIC) 

Julia Cordero Coma, Associate Professor of Sociology, Universidad Complutense de 
Madrid, 
Elisa Díaz Martínez, Government and Public Affairs Global Executive 

Luis De la Calle, Lecturer in politics, University of Sheffield. 

Rafael Durán Muñoz, Associate Professor of Politics, University of Málaga 

María Fernández Mellizo-Soto, Associate Professor of Sociology, Complutense 
University of Madrid 

Marta Fraile Maldonado, Permanent Research Fellow, The Spanish National Research 
Council IPBP -CSIC 

Araceli García del Soto, Affiliated Faculty at the IIHA, Institute for International 
Humanitarian Affairs, Fordham University 

Roberto Garvía Soto, Professor of Sociology, Carlos III University of Madrid 

Carlos González Sancho, Policy Analyst, OECD 

Maria José Hierro, Lecturer in Political Science, Yale University 

María Jiménez Buedo, Associate Professor of Philosophy, UNED 

Ignacio Lago, Professor of Political Science, UPF 

Victor Lapuente, Professor of Politics, Fellow Quality of Government Institute, 
University of Gothenburg 

Dulce Manzano, Permanent Research Fellow, The Spanish National Research Council 
IPBP -CSIC 

Irene Martín Cortés, Associate Professor, Autonomous University of Madrid 

Teresa Martín García, Permanent Research Fellow, The Spanish National Research 
Council (CSIC) 

Ferran Martinez i Coma, Senior Lecturer, Griffith University, Australia 

Alvaro Martínez Pérez, Lecturer in Sociology, University of Sheffield, UK 
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Irene Menéndez González, Assistant Professor of International Political Economy, IE 
University, Madrid 

Josu Mezo, Associate Professor of Sociology, University of Castilla-La Mancha. 

Laura Morales, Research Professor at IPP (CSIC -Madrid) and Professor of Political 
Science at Sciences Po -Paris 

Francisco Javier Moreno Fuentes, Senior Researcher at the Institute of Public Goods 
and Policies of the Spanish National Research Council (CSIC) 

Luis Ortiz Gervasi, Associate Professor, Department of Politics and Social Sciences, 
UPF 

Lluís Orriols Galve, Associate Professor of Political Science, Carlos III University of 
Madrid 

Didac Queralt, Assistant Professor of Political Science, Yale University 

Ana Rico Gómez, Permanent Research Fellow, Carlos III Health Institute 

Rubén Ruiz Rufino, Reader in Comparative Politics, King’s College London 

Víctor Sampedro Blanco, Professor of Political Communication and Public Opinion 
Rey Juan Carlos University 

Leonardo Sánchez Ferrer, Associate Professor of Politics, University pf Burgos 

Ignacio Urquizu Sancho, Associate Professor of Sociology, Complutense University of 
Madrid 

Celia Valiente, Professor, Department of Social Sciences, Carlos III University of 
Madrid 

Helena Varela Guinot, Academic and Researcher, Iberoamerican University, City of 
Mexico 


