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My Friend Iwao Kamozawa: A Brief but Heartfelt Appreciation

John Sargent

(Reader in Geogrophy, Univ. of London)

I first met Iwao Kamozawa in London in the
late 1960s. I am not sure of the exact date but I
think our first meeting was most probably in
August 1967. I well remember him introducing
himself to me (I was then a very junior lectur-
er) with the words, “My name is Kamozawa,
which means duck pond”, followed by that
wonderful self-deprecating laugh that is one of
his most delightful attributes.

Kamozawa-san’'s purpose in visiting Eng-
land during that year was to consult library

materials and meet specialists on Turkey at
the School of Oriental and African Studies, the
college of London University where I work (I
am not a specialist on Turkey, but a Japanol-
ogist). I very clearly remember our first meet-
ing, and I vividly recall the sense of excite-
ment that I felt in encountering a Japanese
academic whose interests and points of view
were so refreshingly unorthodox. Moreover
Kamozawa-san was kind enough not just to
listen to my opinions carefully and critically,
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but (and this was most unusual among Japa-
nese academics in those days) he was willing
to take the views of a foreigner seriously-
probably far more seriously than my opinions
deserved!

In the year following this first meeting with
Kamozawa-san in London, I visited Japan for
the second time in my career. It seems to be
fairly common experience among Japan spe-
cialists that second visits to the field are rarely
satisfactory. The exaggeratedly intense enthu-
siasm and high hopes generated by the first
visit are often difficult to recapture, and the
subsequent sense of disillusionment can lead
one to suspect that one’s idolized country has
feet of clay. Such was nearly the case with my
second visit to Japan; but Kamozawa-san and
his wife came to the rescue. On many occa-
sions (I am ashamed to recall how frequently
I took advantage of their hospitality) I visited
them and stayed with them at their home in
Urawa.

How I used to look forward to those visits!
Not only would I find a welcome that was
always warm, happy and relaxed, but I would
enjoy conversation of an unusually stimulat-
ing kind. Kamozawa-san had (and still has) a
rare ability to see his own country from the
standpoint of a specialist on a developing cou-
ntry (Turkey, in his case). This makes him a
dispassionate, fair, but deeply penetrating
judge of his own society.

It perhaps follows from this that his work in
area studies benefits immeasurably from the
comparative perspective that he is able to
bring to his research. When he writes about
Turkey, he does so from the point of view of
one who has thought long and hard about his
own society, and about the societies of other
countries. This most admirable feature of his
work is well demonstrated in the approach

that he takes in his book Toruko to Nihon no
Aida; it also underlies his investigations into
the plight of Turkish Gastarbeiter in Germany.
This
Kamozawa-san's most outstanding character-

latter work displays another of
istics, namely a deep sense of compassion for
those who are underprivileged and exploited
within capitalist societies.

I greatly admire Kamozawa-san’s work on
Turkey, but more than anything else I value
the insights that he has given me into contem-
porary Japan. My expertise as a Japan special-
ist has been greatly enriched over the years by
my many conversations with him-on topics as
varied as Japanese politics, Japanese culture,
and Japanese social psychology. Moreover he
has often made a point of showing me aspects
of Japan that foreigners rarely see-it was he
who first took me to San’'ya, and he who first
introduced me to the delights of Tokyo’s
Korean restaurants.

Since the late 1960s, most of my visits to
Japan have been short ones. But on every occa-
sion without exception, I have always man-
aged to arrange a meeting with Kamozawa-
san. On far too many of these occasions I am
ashamed to say, I have been the beneficiary
rather than the provider of the hospitality.
Even though our meetings have been relative-
ly few and far between, at each encounter we
have been able to take up the threads of our
friendship as though there had been no inter-
ruption at all. Within a few minutes, we find
ourselves again immersed in animated conver-
sation.

I must confess that I am not the most consci-
entious of geographers, and I have not always
followed Japanese debates in the discipline
with the attention they deserve. Some time
therefore elapsed after our first meeting before
I became aware of the extraordinarily high
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standing that Kamozawa-san enjoys amongst
Japanese colleagues: he is highly regarded, not
to say venerated, as an incisive theoretician in
the field of economic geography. I have always
meant to question Kamozawa-san on geo-
graphical theory, but I have never had the
courage to do so, not just because of my own
lamentable ignorance, but because among
many Japanese geographers, he is held to be a
strict and even fearsome debater. I must admit
that this reputation does not conform with my
own experience-in all of my dealings with
him, I have always found him to be gentle,
tolerant, and extremely humorous.

Perhaps on my next visit, there will be a
chance for us to debate trends in the discipline.
More likely, though, we will find ourselves
turning, as always, to more general and, dare I
say it, more interesting topics: the chances of
success of the new coalition government (I

would very much like to hear his views on that
one!), or whether or not traditional Japanese
social values remain intact, or the predicament
of foreign workers in Europe and Japan, or
current trends in Russia and Eastern Europe,
or social and political contrasts between
Greece and Turkey, or any one of a number of
similar matters of keen mutual interest.

I find it quite impossible to believe that
Kamozawa-san will be seventy years old in the
spring of 1994. To me, he has not aged in all of
the 26 years that I have known him. I rejoice in
his originality and in his lively and enquiring
mind. I admire his ability to deflate pomposity
and expose insincerity. I respect his learning
and scholarship. I thank him for his hospitality
and his humour. I know that he and Hisayo
will always remain young and adventurous in
spirit, and I wish them both a long, healthy,
and very happy retirement.

On My Friendship With A Real Japanese Gentleman

RUSEN KELES

(Prof. of Ankara Univ, Fac. of Political Science)

I should begin with underlining that it is a
real pleasure for me to have the opportunity to
say a few words about my acquaintance with
Professor Kamozawa in this connection. I have
known him since the early 1960’s where he was
visiting my country frequently as a scholar
and carrying out scientific research on socio-
economic and geographical issues of Turkey.
In the years ahead, I had a chance to see him
several times, on various occasions, in Tokyo
and in Ankara.

Professor Kamozawa as a well familiar
person with changes in the socio-economic
structure of Japanese cities, towns and vil-
lages, had taken me to show the most tradi-

tional rail lines (Toden) in some districts of
Tokyo. We had visited also together some out-
moded small industrial establishments, pencil
factories for example, in some parts of Tokyo,
working with conventional kind of energy
sources, like manual power. As I became more
familiar with Japan, I have come to under-
stand how these awkward structures were
living together, side by side, with modern eco-
nomic organizations, and how important con-
tributions they were making to the growth of
the economy.

I have always read with great interest and
appreciation his writings on Turkey which
were essentially a proof of his incisive master-

_89 e
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ing of the characteristics of Turkey's social
structure. Each of his publications indicates
that he is in fact one of the few experts in the
world who is most familiar with modern
Turkey. His articles on the evaluation of the
socio-economic development tendencies in
Turkey, Turkish immigrant workers in Ger-
many, ethnic minorities in Western Thrace (*)
are a few of the examples of his sound observa-
tions and analyses.

Professor Kamozawa’'s interest in rural
structure in Japan and Turkey helped me in
another context to cooperate with him closely.
His article on rural settlement in Sawauchi
Mura (**) influenced me greatly in the 1970’s,
and increased my curiosity to know more
about that village.

It has been an unforgettable memory, as
well as a highly didactic trip for me, to travel
from Tokyo to Morioka together with Profes-

sor Kamozawa during April 1988. We took

(*) —“Ethnic Minority in Regionalization: The
Case of Turks in Western Thrace”,
Population Mobility in the Mediterranean
World, Mediterranean Studies Research
Group at Hitotsubashi University, Tokyo
1982, 125-137.
— “Turkish Immigrant Coal Miners In the
Ruhr District, West Germany”, Studies in
the Medi-
terranean Islands, Research Group for
the Mediterranean at Hitotsubashi
University, Tokyo 1979, 109-143.
— “How to Evaluate the Socio-Economic

Socio-Cultural Aspects of

Development Tendencies of the Republic
of Turkey?”, Studies in the Mediterran
World, Past and Present XI. Medi-
terranean Studies Research Groups at
Hitotsubashi University, Tokyo 1988.

(*) “Rural Settlement in Sawauchi Mura”, Ann.
of the Assoc. of Econ. Geogr., Vol. 19, No.
2, 1973.
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Shinkansen to Sendai, local train from Sendai
to Morioka and then a local bus to Sawauchi
Mura. He helped me to see closely living condi-
tions in a prosperous village, its achievements
during the last 25 years, to know some of the
key local peoples who had contributed a lot to
these accomplishments. Mayor Soden Ota, Dr.
Masuda and Mr. Terui were among these dis-
tinguished personalities.

We have also had in Sawauchi, the company
of Dr. Nobuo Maeda who had written in the
past about the success of child health pro-
grammes in the village.

My observations on the impressive achieve-
ments realized by the villagers of Sawauchi
during the postwar period convinced me later
on, on the usefulness of translating the book of
Manzen Araki, on Sawauchi, To Save the Lives
of The Villagers, into Turkish for the benefit of
local leaders and community developers.
Much appreciation belongs to Professor
Kamozawa for having introduced me to the
people of Sawauchi Mura.

While he was a visiting scholar at the Facul-
ty of Political Science, Ankara University in
the Spring of 1991, we have travelled into the
south-eastern provinces of Turkey, in order to
visit the Atatiirk Dam near Urfa and to see
some of the rural development projects being
implemented in the GAP region. The governor
and mayor of Diyarbakir helped us to visit
some nearby Kurdish villages together.

Professor Kamozawa won the admiration
and respect of all people of various ages, pro-
fessions, classes and origins that he had the
chance to meet in my country. His fluent Turk-
ish also contributed to his acceptance by them
as someone from among themselves.

He is a very modest person and a real schol-
ar. It seems to me that his modesty is more
sensible than that of an average Japanese. His
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world view seemed to me always progressive
and for novelty. Not the conservatism, but
interest in change for a better and more civi-
lized world in peace seemed always to domi-
nate his thinking. Thus, he has been one of the
outstanding pioneers to open academia into
outside world.

Besides, he has been a real friend of Turks

and Turkey, without losing his objectivity in
his scientific works and publications.

I take this opportunity to wish him and the
family good health and much success in the
future. I also thank those who have given me
the chance to convey my best regards to him
in this connection.
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