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land acknowledgement
Festival du Voyageur gathers by the Red River, on the ancestral land of 
the Cree, Oji-Cree, Ojibwe, Dene, and Dakota people, the Homeland of 

the Métis Nation, and Treaty 1 Territory.

In 2021, we are commemorating 150 years since the signing of Treaty 1. 
Festival du Voyageur recognizes that the stories we share about the fur 
trade and voyageurs are directly linked to the colonization of Canada. 
We are committed to sharing this narrative by providing an inclusive 

and honest account of our shared history.

As a signatory of the Winnipeg Indigenous Accord, we are committed 
to continuing our efforts towards reconciliation with Indigenous 

communities and support the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
(TRC) Calls to Action, and the United Nations Declaration on the Rights 

of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP).

Festival du Voyageur recognizes the importance of Indigenous culture 
and history in its programming and community initiatives.

Festival 2021 wordmark was created by indigenous artist, 

jordan stranger. click image to view launch video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hKSnrUiEopg


Festival du Voyageur inc. is a non-profit 
organization governed by elected community 
members. Known for bringing to life Western 
Canada’s largest francophone event in the 
midst of winter, Festival du Voyageur inc. 
also owns and operates Fort Gibraltar, a re-
constructed historic fur trade fort.

ABOUT US 

Our mission
Promote joie de vivre and extend 

the reach of the French language 
and culture throughout the year 
through artistic, educational, 
historical and cultural experiences 
inspired by the voyageur era.

Our vision
Promote discovery of the rich 
history of the voyageur era and 
the vitality of French language and 
culture in Manitoba.

Our values
• Social Responsibility  
• Heritage  
• Innovation  
• Inclusion  
• Integrity

photo: christel lanthier

message of recognition
board president and executive director
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How to describe this past year? Although we have experienced 
trying times, we take pride in having held the first ever virtual 
Festival du Voyageur available for everyone to enjoy!

Those are the words that come to mind when we reflect on the past year and on 
festivalgoers, sponsors, partners, board members, the team, and everyone who had a 
part to play in the success of Festival du Voyageur 2021. 

Festivalgoers were able to celebrate the joie de vivre in the safety of their homes by 
watching virtual concerts, supported by BellMTS and Caisse Financial Group, which 
were filled with impressive musical talent encouraging everyone to get up and dance 
with family members. With the series Festival à la maison, made possible by Safe at 
Home Manitoba, festivalgoers learned how to properly transform a block of snow into 
sculptures just like the professionals. They also learned how to incorporate maple syrup 
into recipes, make a roaring fire, improvise their very own voyageur games, and top it 
all off with a big kitchen party.

Over 7,000 students from Manitoba, Ontario, New Brunswick, Alberta and British 
Columbia participated virtually in the Canada Life School Program by creating Voyageur 
puppets, learning how to weave a sash, and making their own beaded patches. 

Do you remember seeing the snow sculptures around the city? This year, we really aimed 
at putting smiles on Manitobans faces and boost morale by placing a large number of 
sculptures around the city. To encourage festivalgoers to take a break from sitting on 
their sofas and head outside, we also created snowfas in partnership with Downtown Biz.

INNOVATION    • PATIENCE    •     OPENNESS    • TENACITY

Community support is without a doubt 
the key element that allowed for a virtual 
Festival to take place in 2021. We are 
grateful for all of our community partners 
and sponsors that continue to support 
this staple event. 

As we plan ahead to 2022, we are hopeful 
that we will be able to meet on festival 
grounds to celebrate culture, art, music 
and stories that bring our community 
together.

darrel nadeau 

executive director

natalie thiesen 

board president



Follow us! Instagram: fdvoyageur.fo.2021.2022 
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As a proud Métis family, we know how to 

make the best of things! It was important 

for us to be creative and remain dedicated 

to our roles as Official Voyageurs which 
brings an essence of tradition to our 

community.

As ambassadors of the Festival, we take 

our roles seriously. We visited a few 

schools, held voyageurs games, built a 

festibar, watched the virtual concerts 

outside by a roaring fire, played bingo 
and took the time to relax on the snowfas! 

We even created our very own Instagram 

account to encourage festivalgoers to 

participate in the activities and share in 

the fun!  

We would like to congratulate the team 

and thank everyone who took part in 

this year’s virtual edition of Festival du 

Voyageur. 

Looking forward to 2022, we will continue 

to bring our creativity, dedication and 

voyageur energy for you to enjoy!

official voyageurs 2020-2021
turenne family

gab-riel, julie, annika, martin, natasha turenne

1,000
MINUTES OF 

ONLINE CONTENT 

14
performances by  

francophone artists

2,400
TAKE-HOME 

MEAL KITS

117,200+
VIEWS ON YOUTUBE  

& FACEBOOK

50
SNOW SCULPTURES

8
virtual concerts

SUPPORTED BY BELLMTS & 

CAISSE FINANCIAL GROUP

7,000
CANADA LIFE VIRTUAL 

SCHOOL PROGRAM 

PARTICIPANTS

4,700
activity kits assembled  

for the CANADA LIFE 

school program



Social media 

audience

320,832

Views on YouTube 
& Facebook

117,200+

Festival continues to appeal to a wide range audience

behind the scenes  I  recording of the virtual concerts

behind the scenes  I  recording of the virtual concerts
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AUDIENCE reach
Virtual program

By offering a virtual edition of Festival du Voyageur for the first  
time, a wider audience was within reach. All of the concerts can still be 
viewed on our YouTube channel and shared with family and friends. 

Stats: December 1, 2020 - February 28, 2021

Website sessions
118,578

Unique homepage 
views

66,728

Click on a photo to view performance on youtube

francophone artists
supporting

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNMW1nBA3ms&list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzN8FBugKuAolKvYW3rd9ixD&index=5&t=14s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNMW1nBA3ms&list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzN8FBugKuAolKvYW3rd9ixD&index=5&t=14s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VBnfju9p1Jo&list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzN8FBugKuAolKvYW3rd9ixD&index=7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNMW1nBA3ms&list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzN8FBugKuAolKvYW3rd9ixD&index=5&t=14s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VBnfju9p1Jo&list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzN8FBugKuAolKvYW3rd9ixD&index=7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNMW1nBA3ms&list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzN8FBugKuAolKvYW3rd9ixD&index=5&t=14s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNMW1nBA3ms&list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzN8FBugKuAolKvYW3rd9ixD&index=5&t=14s
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzN8FBugKuAolKvYW3rd9ixD
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzN8FBugKuAolKvYW3rd9ixD
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Festival du Voyageur promotes the celebration of Indigenous 
people and culture. We are focused on reconciliation and 
implementing Indigenous programming and educational 
activities throughout the year. Our programming for 2021 
included Métis, First Nation and Inuit language representation, 
education, and art. 

commitment to reconciliation

• Partnered with Indigenous artist Jordan Stranger for the 2021 official wordmark
• Attended a traditional ceremony and teaching partnered with the Truth and 

Reconciliation Committee and the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs
• Attended a private water ceremony and residential school trauma teaching
• Developed a series of videos entitled Minut Michif
• Offered a series of workshops entitled Fayt à la min 
• Added new Indigenous inspired crafts to the school program
• Focused on incorporating various Indigenous musical artists in our virtual 

programming with the support of FACTOR
• Featured the Bighetty Brothers Puppets who performed in English and Cree
• Added handcrafted items made by Indigenous artists to the Festival Boutique 

Indigenous-focused initiatives and activities

Click on a photo to view performance on youtube

indigenous artists
supporting

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mrrvbypcwlI&list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzN8FBugKuAolKvYW3rd9ixD&index=2&t=5344s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mrrvbypcwlI&list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzN8FBugKuAolKvYW3rd9ixD&index=2&t=5344s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mrrvbypcwlI&list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzN8FBugKuAolKvYW3rd9ixD&index=2&t=5344s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mrrvbypcwlI&list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzN8FBugKuAolKvYW3rd9ixD&index=2&t=5344s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yuO7P7QULpc&list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzN8FBugKuAolKvYW3rd9ixD&index=4&t=2540s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mrrvbypcwlI&list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzN8FBugKuAolKvYW3rd9ixD&index=2&t=5344s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mrrvbypcwlI&list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzN8FBugKuAolKvYW3rd9ixD&index=2&t=5344s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mrrvbypcwlI&list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzN8FBugKuAolKvYW3rd9ixD&index=2&t=5344s
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photo: christel lanthier

Sculptor: David macnair

A virtual edition of Festival du Voyageur’s school program was 
offered for the first time. This allowed students to enjoy a variety of 
programming and activities which lifted their spirits and brought 
smiles to their face in the midst of a challenging year. 

voyageur puppets: create your 

own fur trade character

Paper beads  

and the fur trade

woven in time:  

sash-weaving

Bonhomme gigueur and   

franco-canadian music

métis beadwork:  

a manitoba tradition

4,700 total kits were assembled

Activities
canada life school program



photo: sophie moquin
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a voyageur’s life 
in the  

winterer’s cabin
(live)

• Grades: 3-12
• Length: 40 minutes
• 18 performances (EN)
• 15 performances (FR)

the business of 
fur trade in the 

trading post
(live)

• Grades: 3-12
• Length: 40 minutes
• 25 performances (EN)
• 20 performances (FR)

forged in furs  
in the  

blacksmith Shop
(live)

• Grades: 3-12
• Length: 40 minutes
• 5 performances (EN)
• 2 performances (FR)

• Grades: K-5
• Length: 25 minutes
• 20 (EN) / 11 (FR)

madame diva & 
micah the young 

voyageur
(pre-recorded)

• Grades: K-12
• Length: 30 minutes
• 20 performances

pull up a log up to the fireplace 
with ti’bert le voyageur

stories around the fireplace 
with rob malo

(live)

• Grades: 5-12
• Length: 50 minutes
• 14 (EN) / 17 (FR)

photo: jules brodeur

photo: la liberté

167 total performances

performances
canada life school program

behind the scenes
canada life school program



Click on a photo to view on youtube
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The actors did a fantastic job of 
keeping the kids engaged and 
entertained, and they learned lots!

It was wonderful to see all the artifacts 
and we were really impressed with 
the energy and knowledge of the 
presenters.

Ti’bert was an exceptional entertainer. 
The kids loved every minute of it!

In this crazy time we are living, thank 
you to all at Festival for making it as 
normal and engaging as possible! Well 
done!

The kids absolutely loved the sash 
weaving kits, and the intructional video 
was fantastic!

order of the capote & contests

9 & under: Savanna Anderson
14 & under: Peyton Habinski
60 & over: Ed Poitras
Open: Jessica Lavallée

Jigging contest 

9 & under: Tristan Paskvan
12 & under: Max Francis
17 & under: Kelton Tellier
60 & over: Bill Smith
Intermediate: Reid Warren
Open: Jane Cory

fiddling contest

The 2021 Order of the Capote 
was presented to the late 
Denise Lécuyer. A heartwarming 
tribute honoring her dedication 
and love for her community was 
streamed virtually.

order of the capote

They loved it, they really loved it! A total of 81 schools from Manitoba, Ontario, 
New Brunswick, Alberta and British Columbia benefitted from 167 performances 
and 4,700 kits to entertain over 7,000 students this past February. 

Thinking quickly on our jigging feet, we wanted to continue the tradition 
of hosting the fiddling and jigging contests. With the support of Wawanesa 
Insurance and Power Corporation of Canada, we celebrated the 50th edition of 
the contests and received a record number of 88 submissions!  

feedback
canada life school program

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wwzSfAO6VnU&list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzN8FBugKuAolKvYW3rd9ixD&index=10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yCM0mfxvy14&list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzN8FBugKuAolKvYW3rd9ixD&index=9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ua_Pv3DV1wQ&list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzN8FBugKuAolKvYW3rd9ixD&index=8


50 snow sculptures
An impressive amount of snow sculptures were created this year which could be 
seen all over the city. In partnership with Conseil jeunesse provincial (CJP), we held 
the first P’tchi symposium encouraging young sculptors to further develop their 
skills. And thanks to Downtown Biz, festivalgoers could relax on snowfas!

Fun fact...
In 2021, Festival du Voyageur produced its first ever 
snow sculpture map with the support of CN! Hé Ho! 
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photos: christel lanthier

photos: christel lanthier



Click on a photo to view on youtube

Click on a photo to view on youtube

Click on a photo to view on youtube

in partnership with l’union nationale métisse saint-joseph du manitoba 

& with the support of Canadian heritage 

presented by université de saint-boniface 

with the support of safe at home manitoba 
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minut michif

A brand new series was created to learn about and celebrate Métis culture, art, 
tradition and food! 

Mode métisse 
Andréanne Dandeneau

Comment faire de la galette 
Paulette Duguay

Au sujet du cuir et du cuir brut 
Paul Desrosiers

Ceinture fléchée
Miguel Vielfaure

L’art visuel
Kyla Quiring

Le partage des traditions
La famille Pambrun

festival à la maison

Festivalgoers were able to improvise from home and build their own snow 
sculptures, play voyageur games, bake with maple syrup and more!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Y6PMk5j0Zo&list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzMLSr2vR4HZBPIeiaW9QY5p&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3s2_HRWUfqo&list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzMLSr2vR4HZBPIeiaW9QY5p&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nyeNw2aiHVY&list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzMLSr2vR4HZBPIeiaW9QY5p&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k75aRrxz6iU&list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzMLSr2vR4HZBPIeiaW9QY5p&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c56k8InYzcQ&list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzMLSr2vR4HZBPIeiaW9QY5p&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HXVR7jAM0Jk&list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzMLSr2vR4HZBPIeiaW9QY5p&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JHo_Pcdu2Ws&list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzMOBw28z_c93HYVMK4s9qgP&index=1&t=16s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-FtV8wTNhOc&list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzMOBw28z_c93HYVMK4s9qgP&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hOSjWaTV1kU&list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzMOBw28z_c93HYVMK4s9qgP&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=83FmlaIrP0A&list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzMOBw28z_c93HYVMK4s9qgP&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BIomNz5aTHU&list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzMOBw28z_c93HYVMK4s9qgP&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MFOrGyVW_Sk&list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzMOBw28z_c93HYVMK4s9qgP&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0-n4V0s61Ko&list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzMOBw28z_c93HYVMK4s9qgP&index=7
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzMOBw28z_c93HYVMK4s9qgP


500

cocktail kits
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Are you a fan of traditional French Canadian food? Delicious food 
is a large part of Festival and we just couldn’t let you down so we 
got creative. With the support of Roquette and the limitless talent 
of Promenade Café & Wine and Patent 5 Distillery, we brought 
take-home meals, pea soup, ice glasses and custom cocktails to the 
comfort of your homes. Délicieux! 

traditional food & drinks
HÉ HO! Community sponsors and partners are a BIG reason 
why Festival du Voyageur was able to pivot and present such a 
unique experience to the community. We are grateful for their 
continued support of Western Canada’s largest winter festival!

sponsors & partners

official partners

official sponsors

media sponsors

funders

friends of

festival

Wawanesa Insurance

CN Rail

Éducatrices 
et éducateurs 

francophones du 
Manitoba

Qualico Communities

Roquette

Asper Foundation

Assurart

1,050

meal sized

pea soups

2,400

meal kits
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A sincere MERCI and HÉHO from the team at Festival du Voyageur!

Relive our 2021 virtual programming by clicking on the image above!

board of directors2021 festival leadership

Darrel Nadeau, Executive Director
Julien Desaulniers, Artistic Director
Ainza Bellefeuille, Operations Director
Colin Mackie, Director of Heritage and Education Programs
Monique Olivier, Heritage and Education Programs Manager
Robyn Adams, Indigenous Relations and Artistic Coordinator
Fatimaty Gueye, Director of Finance
Marjorie Grainville, Finance Assistant
Lor Brand, Marketing & Communications Coordinator 
Luc Guenette, Operations Coordinator 
Lynette Buchanan, Administrative Assistant

Natalie Thiesen, President
Eric Plamondon, Vice President
Lynne Connelly, Past President
Marc Normandeau, Treasurer
Rebecca Blaikie, Secretary
Gabrielle Lisi, Director
Marc Fabas, Director
Dr. Yannick Fréchette, Director
Beydi Traore, Director
Sylvain Bourgeois, Director 
Fred Presber, Director

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLS_ZBlHlYPzN8FBugKuAolKvYW3rd9ixD
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