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Policy and legal highlights 2022

Franet country study: policy and legal highlights

2022

Issues in the

Government Plenipotentiary for Roma Minority Affairs established:

fundamental | The Government established the position of the Plentipotentiary, who
rights will coordinate the previously fragmented Roma integration agenda.
institutional

landscape

EU Charter of | No development in 2022.

Fundamental

Rights

Equality and | Reproductive surgery as a precondition for gender transition remains:
non- The Constitutional Court upheld the legal requirement that undergoing

discriminatio
n

surgery to disable the reproductive function of a trans person is a
precondition for the recognition of their gender of transition.

Racism, Supreme Court rules on segregation in education:

xenophobia In a landmark judgment, the Supreme Court concluded that segregation

& Roma | in education on grounds of race or ethnic origin constitutes

Equality and | discrimination, and for the first time elaborated on the concept of

Inclusion segregation and related terms.

Asylum & | Debate on the use of facial recognition cameras in public space gorwing:

migration After repeated criticisms by an NGO and relvant governmental sources in
2021, a seminar was organized in the Parliament on the issue of
biometrics and facial recognition.

Data New advisory body for Minister for Digitalization created:

protection The Czech Digital Team will contribute to improving the efficiency of the

and digital | functioning of public administration, advice on AI, and accelerate the

society overall digital transformation process.

Rights of the
child

Corporal punishment to be outlawed:

The Chamber of Deputies' Standing Committee on Family and Equal
Opportunities and the Subcommittee on the Prevention of Domestic and
Sexualised Violence agreed that the prohibition of corporal punishment
of children should be enshrined in law.

Access to
justice,
including
victims of
crime

Legislative changes in the area of domestic and sexual violence

proposed:

The Government Council for Gender Equality seeks to cooperate with
relevant bodies to introduce a definition of domestic violence, change the
criminal definition of rape, and to introduce gender-specific social
services.

Convention
on the Rights
of Persons
with
Disability

Concept of reasonable accommodation in line with EU law:

The Supreme Court for the first time elaborated on the concept of
reasonable accommodation and confirmed that employees can request it
even if the employer did not have their health conditions examined by
the company doctor prior to such a request.
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1 Equality and non-discrimination

In 2022 there were four legal and policy developments in relation to LGBTIQ
people and one in relation to discrimination on the grounds of socio-economic
status.

First, on 31 March, the Constitutional Court ruled that the legal requirement that
undergoing surgery to disable the reproductive function of a trans person is a
precondition for the recognition of their gender of transition is not
unconstitutional.! The applicant in this case claimed that the contested legal
provisions resulted, in particular, in the violation of her right to physical and
mental integrity, the right not to be subjected to ill treatment, and the right to a
private life. An amicus curie brief was submitted by the Alliance for Family, which
is an organisation campaigning for the restriction of abortion rights and against
same-sex marriage. The case is now before the European Court of Human Rights.

Second, the act on public registers? is now being amended, which could allow for
additional amendments in relation to trans people and the rules that apply to
making a change of sex in public registers. Relating to the establishment of a new
information system, the proposed amendments do not contain any changes that
would reflect the problems faced by trans people, such as having an obligation to
register under a ‘gender neutral’ name when undergoing transition. The
amendment has further implications for the usage of first names chosen by trans
people, if they decide to change their names. In the Czech Republic, only pre-
approved first names can be chosen, and the names that not appear on the official
list (a book) must be individually approved by the authorities (experts). Foreign
names that do not appear on the list can be chosen if the person can prove that
these names are used elsewhere in the world and are not insulting. Once a name
is approved, it gets included in the list of official first names and it can be freely
chosen in the future. The members of the Committee of the Government Council
for Human Rights for Sexual Minorities, which is the only advisory body to the
Government on the topic of sexual minorities, voiced the criticism that based on
the proposed amendments, the Public Registers offices would now be responsible
for obtaining expert opinions in the situation where a person wants to use a
foreign name. According to the opinion of Committee members, this would in
practice mean that some Public Registers would not use expert opinions of more
progressive experts and would thus effectively ban (trans) people from registering
under a foreign name of their choice.

Third, there are two bills in the Parliament proposing amendments to the legal
regulation of marriage. Following the 2021 parliamentary elections, a group of
Members of Parliament proposed on 7 June 2022 a bill amending the Civil Code
in order to expand the definition of marriage, and the rights attached to marriage,
to cover same-sex couples as well.3 The bill would also rectify the current situation

! Czech Republic, Constitutional Court of the Czech Republic (Ustavni soud Ceské republiky), Pl.
US 2/20, 9 November 2021.

2 Czech Republic (2022), Draft Bill amending Act No. 301/2000 Coll., on civil registers, names and
surnames, and amending certain related acts, as amended, Act No. 89/2012 Coll., the Civil Code,
as amended, and other related acts, 13 June 2022.

3 Czech Republic (2022), Draft Bill. No. 241 amending the Civil Code (Snémovni tisk 241, Nicela
zakona - obransky zakonik), 3 June 2022.
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of transgender people, who have to divorce their spouse if they want to change
their legal sex. The bill also tackles the issue of the adoption of the children of a
partner within same-sex couples. The government adopted a neutral position on
the bill and criticised, among other things, the continuation of a marriage after a
person has changed their legal sex. The government also suggested that the bill
should include a proposal for the legal regulation of assisted reproduction, as the
current law does not allow for single women or same-sex couples to undergo this
treatment.* The second bill> was proposed on 27 July by a group of MPs from
socially conservative parties. The bill would streghten the current legal exclusion
of same-sex couples from marriage by defining marriage as a union between a
man and a woman - Art. 32 para 1 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights,
‘Parenthood and the family are protected by law’, would thus read: ‘Parenthood,
the family, and marriage as a union between a man and a woman are protected
by law’. The government adopted a neutral stance® on this bill as well, stating
that the Charter of Fundamental Rights should be a stable document, not subject
to amendments, especially to parts containing specific definitions. The Ministry of
Justice and the Ministry of Environment expressed their support for the bill.’

Fourth, a promising policy development could be the inclusion of the grassroots
initiative Jsme fér (We Are Fair), working for the legalisation of same-sex
marriage, in the drafting process of preparing a new Family Policy Concept, which
should be prepared and approved by the end of 2022 by the Ministry of Labour
and Social Affairs. The Family Policy Concept is a fundamental strategic material
in the field of family policy in the Czech Republic.® The anti-abortion and anti-
same-sex marriage non-governmental organisation Alliance for Family was also
invited to take part in the process.® The current version was approved by the
Government on 18 September 2017.1° The updated version, which briefly
mentions same-sex couples, was created in relation to the current Government
Programme Statement on 29 May 2019.!

In relation to discrimination on the grounds of socio-economic status, the
Government Committee for the Rights of People at Risk of Poverty and Social
Exclusion held a meeting on 23 June. Among the topics discussed was the

4 Czech Republic (2022), The Government's position on Bill No. 241/1
(Stanovisko vlady k navrhu zdkona ¢. 241/1), 1 July 2022.

5 Czech Republic (2022), Draft Bill No.276 amending the Charter of Fundamental Rights and
Freedoms, as amended by Constitutional Act No. 162/1998 Coll. and Constitutional Act No.
295/2021 Coll. (Snémovni tisk 276/0, Navrh Ustavniho zéakona - Listina zakladnich prav a
svobod), 27 July 2022.

6 Czech Republic (2022), The Government's position on Bill No. 276/1
(Stanovisko vlady k navrhu zakona ¢. 276/1), 25 August 2022.
7 Czech Republic (2022), Interministerial comment procedure (Mezirezortni pfipominkové fizeni).

8 For more information, see the organisation’s website at:
https://www.jsmefer.cz/koncepce_rodinne_politiky.

9 Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (2022), Request for information pursuant to Act No.
106/1999 Coll., on free access to information - Movement for Life, z.s., Alliance for Family, z.s.
(Zadost o poskytnuti informace dle zakona &. 106/1999 Sb., o svobodném pristupu k informacim
- Hnuti pro zZivot, z.s., Aliance pro rodinu, z.s.).

10 Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (2017). Family Policy Concept (Koncepce rodinné politiky).

11 Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (2019), Updated Family Policy Concept (Aktualizovana
Koncepce rodinné politiky).
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amendment!? to the Act on State Social Support and the Act on Aid in Material
Need, which should make housing benefits more accessible, as applications would
not have to be submitted repeatedly every year.

1.1 Findings and methodology of research, studies, or
surveys on experiences of discrimination against
LGBTIQ people and on the grounds of socio-
economic status, health status and physical
appearance

A study on minority stress theory, which summarizes literature supporting the
argument that sexual minorities experience chronic stress in connection with their
stigmatised sexual orientation and gender identities, was published by Michal
Pitonak, who is a researcher and a member of the Committee of the Government
Council for Human Rights for Sexual Minotiries. The aim of the project on which
the article is based was to test the theory of minority stress in the Czech Republic
in order to increase the understanding of the quality of the mental health of sexual
minorities. 13 This article provides a literature review on which the project is
based. Understanding the characteristics and scope of minority stress stemming
from stigma and discrimination is vital for combating discrimination.

In IUSTITIA, an organisation focused on the topic of hate crimes, conducted a
research that for the first time in the Czech context mapped the experiences of
disabled people with (mostly verbal) violence and prejudice. The research was
conducted between May 2021 and January 2022 through an online questionnaire
and a total of F311 people with disabilities participated in it. The survey found
that 76 percent of respondents had faced some form of violence at some point in
their lives. The most frequent forms of violence were verbal abuse, intimidation,
and threats of violence. A significant proportion of both male and female
respondents also reported having been physically or sexually assaulted. Although
the number of attacks on persons with disabilities is high, the authors of the study
pointed out that these persons are not granted sufficient protection in criminal
law.14

The director of In IUSTITIA also co-authored an article based on qualitative
interviews with Czech police officers that focuses on the specifics of a hate crime
investigation. The interviewees were police specialists in political extremism,
police officers who work with minorities, and a member of the General

12 Czech Republic (2022), Act No. 203/2022 Coll. amending Act No. 117/1995 Coll., on state
social support, as amended, and Act No. 111/2006 Coll., on aid in material distress, as amended
(Zékon, kterym se méni zakon ¢. 117/1995 Sb., o statni sociadlni podpofe, ve znéni pozdéjsich
pfedpis(, a zadkon &. 111/2006 Sb., o pomoci v hmotné nouzi, ve znéni pozdé&jsich pFedpisi).

13 pitonak, M. (2022), Minority stress from the perspective of health inequalities between
heterosexual and non-heterosexual people (Mensinovy stres v perspektivé zdravotnich nerovnosti
mezi heterosexualnimi a neheterosexudlnimi lidmi), Psychiatry for Practice, Vol. 23., No. 2, pp.
100-104.

14 InIUSTITIA (2022), Most people with disabilities face some form of

violence, research has shown (Vétsina lidi s postizenim v pribé&hu Zivota ¢eli n&jaké z forem
nasili, ukazal vyzkum).



https://www.zakonyprolidi.cz/cs/2022-203
https://www.zakonyprolidi.cz/cs/2022-203
https://www.psychiatriepropraxi.cz/artkey/psy-202202-0007_mensinovy_stres_v_perspektive_zdravotnich_nerovnosti_mezi_heterosexualnimi_a_neheterosexualnimi_lidmi.php
https://www.psychiatriepropraxi.cz/artkey/psy-202202-0007_mensinovy_stres_v_perspektive_zdravotnich_nerovnosti_mezi_heterosexualnimi_a_neheterosexualnimi_lidmi.php
https://www.pravemprotipredsudkum.cz/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/tz_vyzkum.pdf
https://www.pravemprotipredsudkum.cz/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/tz_vyzkum.pdf

Inspectorate of the Security Forces. The paper analyses their accounts of (1) the
methods of recognising and proving the bias motive and (2) the reasons that may
lead police officers to disregard the bias motive. According to the study
participants, the hate motive may be ignored in an investigation because of a lack
of evidence, insufficient training of police officers on hate crime, the excessive
workload of police officers, prejudice against victims, fears of the further
escalation of violence, and criticism of the police in the media.!®

A book called Standards and Recommendations for Identifying Social Status,
Discrimination and Violence against Non-heterosexual and Gender Diverse
Persons!® was published as part of the Rise Up project (see promising practices).
The main aim of the publication is to improve the quality of data collection and
knowledge about sexual minorities in Czech society by providing guidelines and
recommendations for the inclusion of survey items on sexual orientation, gender
identity, and intersex status. The purpose of this publication is to increase the
general sensitivity of existing and future studies by providing the latest evidence-
based and best practice methodological and theoretical insights. The book
contains two interrelated parts: (1) Standards and recommendations for
surveying social status, discrimination, and violence against non-heterosexual
and gender diverse persons, and (2) Recommendations for surveying sexual
orientation and gender identity.

Sociologists published a mixed-methods study on childlessness and barriers to
same-sex parenthood in Czechia.!” The sample consisted of 419 men who
participated in an online survey. The questions related to participants’ parenting
desires, intentions, and perceived barriers to parenthood. The analysis identified
a substantial group of gay men without parenting desires and intentions compared
to heterosexuals and bisexuals, and the lack of legal recognition of same-sex
families as a crucial barrier to gay parenthood. The qualitative enquiry, based on
semi-structured interviews with 23 self-identified gay men aged 25 to 47 years,
explores how they reflect on (not) becoming parents and contextualises those
reflections. Compared to bisexual and predominantly straight men, gay men less
often turn their parenting desires into parenting intentions. They also less often
feel free to choose whether to become a parent, which means that they less often
turn their parenting desires into reality. This has to do with the legal uncertainty
of same-sex families in Czechia.

Lastly, a sociological paper on registered partnership and same-sex parenthood
in Czechia'® was published. The article uses qualitative data to analyse the history

15 Walach, V., Kalibova, K., Kupka, P. and PetruZelka B. (2022), Specifics of hate crime: a police
perspective (Specifika objasriovani trestnych &ind z nenavisti:policejni pohled) Ceska kriminologie,
Vol. 1.

16 Pitonak, M. and Machackova, M. (2022), Standards and recommendations for identifying social
status, discrimination and violence against non-heterosexual and gender diverse persons
(Standardy a doporuéeni pro zjistovani spolec¢enského postaveni, diskriminace a nasili vici
neheterosexualnim a genderové rozmanitym osobam) Narodni ustav dusevniho zdravi.

17 Haskova, H., Mafikova, H., Sloboda, Z. and Pospisilova, K. (2022), Childlessness and Barriers to
Gay Parenthood in Czechia. Social Inclusion. Vol. 10, No. 3, pp. 1-14.

18 Sloboda, Z. (2022), Registered partnership and homoparentality in Czechia (Registrované
partnerstvi a homoparentalita v Cesku), Gender a vyzkum / Gender and Research, Vol. 22., No. 2,
pp. 139-169.
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https://www.genderonline.cz/magno/gav/2021/mn2.php

and development of registered partnership in the Czech Republic over the 14
years since its introduction. The data show that in the last six years there has
been a small but steadily growing amount of interest in registered partnership,
especially among women. Registered partnership remains very selective (e.g.
most registered partnerships take place among people with higher education])
and quite 'unpopular'. Registered partnership makes some paths to becoming a
parent more difficult (as people in registered partnership cannot apply for
adoption), but for some people, it provides symbolic security for their existing
family.

An example of a promising practice is a project called Rise Up against LGBT+ hate
crimes organised in joint cooperation between Prague Pride, the National Institute
of Mental Health, and In IUSTITIA.'® The aim of the project is to raise awareness
among the Czech general public and professionals and thus prevent discrimination
or prejudicial attacks against people from the LGBT+ community. The project also
aims to reduce the latency of prejudicial attacks against LGBT+ people and
focuses on improving the current state of data collection and on mapping
prejudicial violence and intolerance towards LGBT+ people. It proposes the long-
term monitoring of prejudicial violence at the local and international levels to
ensure comparability of data in the future.

19 Tn Iustitia (2022). Rise Up.


https://in-ius.cz/prjekty-2022/

2 Racism, xenophobia and related intolerance

2.1 Data, research findings, studies, or surveys on
experiences of ethnic discrimination, racism and
hate crime

According to the Report on Extremism and Hate Crime?° published by the
Ministry of the Interior, xenophobic populist entities and activists to some extent
refrained in 2021 from attacking Muslims, migrants, Romani people, and the
LGBT+ community. Their main issue has become speaking out against the
alleged introduction of ‘Covid totalitarianism’. This community frequently
reproduced various kinds of misinformation and unsubstantiated news and
shared this misinformation on social media. Hateful statements continued to be
registered in the internet environment. They were often fuelled by articles or
statements made by politicians with xenophobic views. The disinformation media
continuously and intensively ‘enriched’ the Czech public with ideas generated by
pro-Kremlin propaganda.

In 2021, police detected 108 crimes motivated by prejudicial hatred, which was
fewer than the previous year (134) and the fewest in the past 6 years. Seventy-
two people were charged with crimes of racist, ethnic, or other hate motives and
67 people were sentenced for such crimes. This number represents only 0.135%
of the total number of total convictions in the last year.?!

According to a survey conducted among 1091 respondents on current
developments in the Ukrainian crisis and related concerns, in February
2022 a total of 59% of Czechs feared an influx of migrants. Significantly more
respondents expressed concern about the impacts of the conflict on the cost of
living (92%), about a prolonged war with casualties (88%), and about a
deterioration of the security situation in Europe (87%). More than two-thirds
(69%) of respondents supported welcoming everyone fleeing the war in Ukraine.
A quarter (25%) were opposed and 6% said they did not know.??

A later survey on the Czech public's attitudes towards accepting refugees
from Ukraine, conducted between March and May 2022, showed that three-
quarters (75%) of 845 respondents supported accepting refugees from Ukraine.
Just under a quarter (23%) of respondents were opposed to accepting refugees
from Ukraine, with 8% of respondents selecting ‘definitely not’ as their response
and 15% selecting ‘rather not’. The remaining 2% of respondents chose the
‘don't know’ option. The Czech public is significantly more supportive of

20 Czech Republic, Ministry of the Interior (Ministerstvo vnitra CR), (2022) Zprava o projevech
extremismu a predsudec¢né nendvisti na lUzemi Ceské republiky v roce 2020.

21 Czech Republic, Ministry of the Interior (Ministerstvo vnitra CR), (2022) Zpréva o projevech
extremismu a predsudecné nendvisti na Uzemi Ceské republiky v roce 2020.

22 Czech Republic, Median (2022), Bleskovy priizkum 2022 / 1: konflikt na Ukrajin&, 24 February
2022.
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accepting refugees from Ukraine than it was of accepting refugees from the
Middle East and North Africa in the past.??

At the beginning of the conflict in March 2022, the media drew attention to
Russophobia spread via social media. The Ombudsman Stanislav Kfecek issued a
statement in which he warned that it was essential to prevent violations of the
rights of all those affected by the conflict from the outset.?* Furthermore, in
response to alleged cases of bullying in schools, the Ministry of Education sent a
letter to schools urging teachers not to let the negative consequences of the war
events impact on the education system.?®> Recently, there were no reports of
Russophobia in the media.

2.2 Legal and policy developments or measures relating
to the application of the Framework Decision on
Racism and Xenophobia and the Racial Equality
Directive

On 1 January 2022, an amendment to the Criminal Code entered into effect, which
introduced under Section 403a the new offence of the dissemination of work
promoting a movement aimed at suppressing human rights and freedoms. This
amendment responds to recent cases where ‘souvenirs’ such as mugs or
calendars depicting representatives of Nazi Germany were sold. The same
amendment also introduced provision Section 403b on impunity relating to the
dissemination of such work if it is distributed for the purpose of education,
research, art, reporting on current or historical events, or similar purposes.?®

In the fight against extremism and prejudicial violence, the Czech Republic is
currently proceeding according to two conceptual materials. The first of these is
the Concept for Combating Extremism and Prejudicial Hatred 2021-
2026,%” which was approved in June 2021. The individual objectives set out in
the Concept are to be implemented by measures defined in action plans adopted
for a period of two years each. Currently, the Action Plan for 2021-2022,%8
approved in June 2021, is being implemented. This Action Plan contains a total of
38 measures, some examples of which are the measures for: Strengthening
methodological support for the Police of the Czech Republic and prosecutors in
the area of hate crimes; Ensuring assistance to victims of hate crimes; Using

23 Czech Republic, Centrum pro vyzkum vefejného minéni (Public opinion research centre) (2022),
Postoj ¢eské vefejnosti k ptijimani uprchlikd z Ukrajiny — jaro 2022, 8 July 2022.

24 Czech Republic. The Public Defender of Rights (Kancelar verejného ochrénce prav) (2022),
‘Vélka na Ukrajiné se u nas nesmi stat ddivodem pro porudovani lidskych prav, varuje
ombudsman’, press release, 4 March 2022.co

25 Czech Republic, iRozhlas.cz (2022) ,Nechod’ do hospody, lidi m&Zou po pér pivech vytdhnout
ndz.' V Cesku ptibyvé projevd rusofobie, 12 March 2022.

26 Czech Republic (2021), Act No. 220/2021 Coll., cited above.

27 Czech Republic. Ministry of Interior (Ministerstvo vnitra CR) (2021), Koncepce boje proti
extremismu a predsudecné nenavisti 2021-2026, May 2021.
28 Czech Republic, Ministry of Interior (Ministerstvo vnitra CR) (2021), Action Plan to Combat

Extremism and Prejudicial Hatred 2021-2022 (Akcni plan boje proti extremismu a predsudecné
nenavisti 2021-2022. February 2021.
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strategic communication to combat disinformation with a xenophobic focus; and
Supporting the introduction of probation and resocialisation programmes for
juvenile offenders and adult offenders. For each measure, the fulfilment of the
monitored indicators will always be evaluated by April of the following year. The
evaluation will then be submitted to the Committee on Internal Security, which is
a working body of the National Security Council, and to the National Security
Council and to the Government.

In June 2022, the leadership of the Police of the Czech Republic announced that
from 1 January 2023, a new nationwide specialised police unit will be
established to streamline the response to current threats. The unit will be
separate from the National Headquarters against Organised Crime of the Criminal
Police and Investigation Service. It will be tasked with responding to threats in
the areas of terrorism, extremism, and cybercrime.?®

On 16 March 2022, the Czech General Inspectorate of Police Services (GIBS)
announced that it had closed its investigation into the conduct of the police
officers involved in the arrest of Mr Stanislav Tomas.3° The 46-year-old
Roma man died on 19 June 2021 shortly after being restrained using force by
Police in the town of Teplice. The police officers pinned him to the ground and
knelt on his neck for several minutes. The GIBS concluded that the police
intervention had been ‘carried out in a standard way, using coercive measures
that were lawful, the use of which did not have a proven causal link to the
subsequent death’ (translated by Romea.cz). The European Roma Rights Centre
(ERRC), the Forum for Human Rights (FORUM), and NGOs representing relatives
of Mr Tomas objected that the investigation was not independent and therefore
not effective. The NGOs intend to support the family of Mr Tomas in further legal
steps to challenge the conclusions of the GIBS. 31

In 2017 the former Freedom and Direct Democracy Party (SPD) MP Miloslav
Rozner made a statement concerning the WWII-era concentration camp
for Roma people at Lety u Pisku. He described the facility as a ‘non-existent
pseudo-concentration camp’. Rozner could not be charged immediately after
making the statement because he had parliamentary immunity and the lower
house refused to strip him of his immunity from prosecution. Last October, Rozner
lost reelection and therefore his immunity. In April 2022 the Prague 4 Discrict
Court sentenced him to six months in prison for making the statement he made,
conditionally suspended for one year. It ruled that Rozner had committed the
offence of genocide denial.3? On December 6, 2022, the Court of Appeals upheld
the judgment of the trial court, making the judgment final.33

In January 2022 the media reported on a resolution of the Constitutional Court
that rejected a complaint from Vitézslav Kroupa, a man who wrote hateful

29 Czech Republic, Ministry of Interior (Ministerstvo vnitra CR) (2022). ‘Organizacni zmény sluzby
kriminalni policie a vySetrovani’, press release, 10 June 2022.

30 Czech Republic, The Inspectorate General of the Security Forces of the Czech Republic
(Generalni inspekce bezpe¢nostnich sbor() (2022). ‘Ukoné&eni Setfeni imrti v Teplicich’, press
release, 16 March 2022.

31 Czech Republic, Romea.cz, Czech and international organizations support bereaved family with
Constitutional Court complaint over death of Stanislav Tomas in police custody, 22 March 2022.

32 Pravniprostor.cz, The court gave Rozner a six-month suspended sentence for his statement
about the Lety camp (Za vyrok o tébofe v Letech uloZil soud Roznerovi pdlroéni podminé&ny trest),
26 April 2022.

33 Seznamzpravy.cz, Suspended sentence for Rozner. For his statement about the Roma camp in
Lety (Podminka pro Roznera. Za vyrok o romském tabore v Letech), 6 December 2022.



https://www.policie.cz/clanek/organizacni-zmeny-sluzby-kriminalni-policie-a-vysetrovani.aspx
https://www.policie.cz/clanek/organizacni-zmeny-sluzby-kriminalni-policie-a-vysetrovani.aspx
https://www.gibs.cz/informacni-servis/tiskove-zpravy/816-ukonceni-setreni-umrti-v-teplicich
http://www.romea.cz/en/news/czech/czech-and-international-organizations-support-bereaved-family-with-constitutional-court-complaint-over-death-of-stanislav
http://www.romea.cz/en/news/czech/czech-and-international-organizations-support-bereaved-family-with-constitutional-court-complaint-over-death-of-stanislav
https://www.pravniprostor.cz/aktuality/za-vyrok-o-tabore-v-letech-ulozil-soud-roznerovi-pulrocni-podmineny-trest?strana_do=2
https://www.seznamzpravy.cz/clanek/domaci-zivot-v-cesku-podminka-pro-roznera-za-vyrok-o-romskem-tabore-v-letech-220772

commentary underneath a photograph of first-graders from an elementary school
in Teplice.** The Constitutional Court ruled that in serious cases the criminal law
can be used to combat hate speech on the Internet in a democratic society and
that it is necessary to do so. In 2017, Kroupa commented on a Facebook photo
depicting mostly Romani and Arab children attending the first grade at
Plyndrenska Elementary School. Under the photo he wrote, ‘They are from
Plynarenska [Gasworks] Primary School. The solution is simple’.

Kroupa was charged for making this comment and also for posting images on
social media of the German Imperial eagle holding a Nazi swastika and of the
Nazis Hermann Goring and Adolf Hitler. He was found guilty of the offence of
incitement to hatred against a group of persons or to the restriction of their rights
and freedoms under Section 356(1), (3)(a) of Act No. 40/2009 Coll. of the
Criminal Code, and the offence of expressing sympathy for a movement aimed at
suppressing human rights and freedoms under Section 404 of the Criminal Code
and he was sentenced to 16 months in prison, suspended for three years.3>

34 Czech Republic, The Constitutional Court (Ustavni soud CR) (2021), Resolution No. I11.US
2696/21 of 7 December 2021.

35 Czech Republic, The Supreme Court (Nejvys$si soud CR) (2021), Resolution No. 3 Tdo 564/2021
of 24 June 2021.
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3 Roma equality and inclusion

3.1 Policy developments in regards to the implementation of national action plans

Development regarding the implementation of the action plans
Has the Member State adopted one or several action | No, no action plan was adopted.3®
plan(s) for the implementation of the strategy
(separately from the strategic framework? If yes,
please provide a hyperlink
How were Roma and Traveller civil society | Not applicable.
organizations consulted for the development of the
action plan (please check with the competent
national authorities and the most significant Roma
organizations)?
Was the Equality Body and the NHRI and the Ombuds | Not applicable.
institution in your country consulted in the
development of the action plan (please check with
the competent national authority, the Equality body,
NHRI and Ombuds institution)?
Does the national strategic framework and the action | Yes. Government Council for Roma Minority Affairs, an advisory body
plan foresee a regular monitoring and review? If yes, [to the Government, established the Committee for the
who will conduct this.