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31.10.24

 Sudoku Mild No 15,348 Fiendish No 15,349 Super fiendish No 15,350 Word watch
David Parfitt

Gyre-carline
a A fast-flying bird of 
prey
b A spinning top
c A witch

Clootie
a A pumpkin
b The Devil
c A ghostly wail

Flaysome
a Frightening
b Dripping with blood
c A gathering of 
sorcerers

Answers on page 15

 The Times Quick Cryptic No 2821 by Lupa

Across
1 Skinny chap to live with an 

East European (8)
5 Missile among dangerous 

cudgels (4)
8 Cut pack and speak grace (8)
9 Baltic supplier seen in 

moderation (4)
11 Repeat concerning request (10)
14 Attendant king on edge (6)
15 Short break before prompt 

recovery (6)
17 Confused Piers heard 

subscribers (10)
20 Tragic villain DiMaggio 

regularly ignored (4)
21 Irate Mod disturbed negotiator 

(8)
22 Prime Minister’s paradise? (4)
23 Animal disease causes 

amazement (8)

Down
1 Unpleasant European gave 

orders (4)
2 Principal curve (4)
3 Kept going for each terrible 

day (10)
4 Hide missing note: it’s froth (6)
6 Private protection from sham 

firearm? (8)
7 In bewilderment, called in 

contract (8)
10 Haphazard line in passing 

place causing demotion (10)
12 Remove it possibly for extra 

payment (8)
13 In error altering instrument (8)
16 State an inevitable truth in 

hearing (6)
18 Infection found in crusty eye 

(4)
19 Upset tender love god (4)
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Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in the spaces so 
that the number in each circle is equal to 
the sum of the four surrounding spaces, 
and each colour total is correct
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For extra 
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into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
four or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 17 words, average; 
23, good; 28, very good; 33, excellent

After 1 Rxh7+! Kxh7 the 
white queen and bishop get 
to work: 2 Bf8+ (2 Bd2+, 
planning to come to c3 at 
some point, also works) 2 ... 
Kg8 3 Qc4+! Kh7 (3 ... Kh8 4 
Qc3+ and Qg7 mate) 4 Qf7+ 
Kh8 5 Qg7 mate

Gyre-carline (c) A witch 
(Chambers)
Clootie (b) The Devil (OED)
Flaysome (a) Frightening 
(Collins)

9 3 6 1 4 8 9
8 1 3 9 2 5 4 6 7

6 1 1 8 1 2 5
8 2 7 2 1 6
9 5 1 7 1 3 9

6 9 1 1 7 6 2
3 1 3 8 9 6
9 7 4 9 5 5 1
4 3 2 8 6 5 1 9 7
8 9 7 2 1 7 1

Kakuro 3858

Futoshiki 4899

G E N T R Y

N O A

C A N M

O I

E D G I N G

E K

Lexica 7748

B U N

R S

P O X U

K F N

E I N

E N E R G Y

Lexica 7747Cell Blocks 5242 Set Square 3861

Suko 4261

Train Tracks 2386

Word watch

Chess — Winning Move

1 Torte
2 Rubric
3 Invent
4 Cézanne
5 Kentucky

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 33
Medium 897
Harder 7,290

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
auld, caul, clue, cupel, dual, ducal, duel, 
dunce, dune, dupe, duple, laud, luce, lune, 
nude, puce, pula, pule, puna, udal, ulna, 
uncap, unclad, uncle, unlace, unlade, 
unplaced, upend, upland

 times2 Crossword No 9676  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 61 x 2

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 128

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 265 + 417

+ 74

+ 876

+ 24

÷ 2

x 3

– 6 – 921/
OF IT

+ 87

x 2

x 3– 13

90%
OF IT

21/
OF IT

80%
OF IT

+ – 115

– 888 + 774

97/
OF IT

– 15

21/
OF IT
+ x 3 21/

OF IT
21/

OF IT
+

21/
OF IT
+

1 2 3 4 5 6

7

8 9

10 11

12

13 14 15

16

17 18 19 20

21

22 23

24

Across
 1 Educational grant (11)
 8 Heavenly being (5)
 9 Liberate (3,4)
 10 German song (4)
 11 Shamelessly mention 

famous acquaintances (4-4)
 13 Gross (3-3)
 14 Narrow sea channel (6)

E V I L S J O T T I N G
Q N W U E N U
U N I V E R S A L P E R
I T E T L U K
P S I T E S T M A T C H

A C O E A
R A L P H A B E T S
E E U N X
F A C E S U P T O C O L
R R T H T I I
A X E N E O P H Y T E S
C T U L E E Z
T W E E T E D R E S I T

Solution to Crossword 9675

 17 Practical as a method or 
solution (8)

 19 --- Bear, cartoon character (4)
 22 Defeats through cunning (7)
 23 Deep gaping hole (5)
 24 Agree (3,3,2,3)

Down
 1 Garment worn over  

the shoulders (5)
 2 Healthful cleanliness (7)
 3 Rhythmic way of speaking (4)
 4 Scoundrel (6)
 5 Until this point in time (8)
 6 More refined (5)
 7 Tyrant (6)
 12 Periodical publication (8)
 13 Discussion, meeting (6)
 15 Safe but dull (7)
 16 Ostentatious and vulgar (6)
 18 Ceremonial procedures (5)
 20 Topic for debate (5)
 21 Tirade (4)

 Cell Blocks No 5243
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3862

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Gentle No 9758

 Killer Tough No 9759

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

British Bridge lost one of its greats 
last month. Bob Rowlands of 
Surrey, who passed away in 
Eastbourne aged 82, may have 
retired from international competi-
tion in 1977, aged only 34, but his 
list of domestic achievements is 
extremely impressive — including 
the Gold Cup, the Crockfords Cup, 
the Spring Foursomes and the 
Lederer Memorial trophy. 

Rowlands gave back much to the 
game he loved. He was awarded 
the Diamond Award in 2016 for 
his many successes, but also for his 
support of junior bridge. I recall 
him back in the Eighties encouraging 
me as a young man finding my way. 

Rowlands was a lovely man who 
loved to chat. He had a dry sense 
of humour, very common among 
top bridge players. He played less 
in later years, primarily because of 
the bad back that dogged him 
most of his adult life — indeed 
perhaps a contributory reason for 
his early retirement from interna-
tional bridge. “My problems are 
behind me,” he would say, drolly. 

Watch Rowlands showing his 
flair on this deal from way back in 
1961, shown to me by his then-part-
ner Brian Cowley. After an auction 
reminiscent of the day, he declared 
the distinctly optimistic 6♥. 

Avoiding the fatal diamond 
lead, declarer won the trump lead 
in dummy, crossed to the ace of 
clubs, returned to a second trump 
(East discarding a spade), ruffed a 
club then crossed to a third trump 
(East discarding another spade) to 
ruff a third club, West discarding a 
spade. The 5-2 club split may 
appear to render the slam 

unmakeable but West had made a 
fatal error to let go of a spade. 

Declarer cashed his last heart, 
throwing a diamond, and followed 
with the three top spades. On that 
third spade, East had to discard 
from ♦AJ and ♣Q10. If West had 
kept a long spade, the ace of dia-
monds discard would have beaten 
the slam (West would have a spade 
to cash after he won the king of 
diamonds).  

As it was, East discarded the jack 
of diamonds and was promptly 
thrown in with the ace to lead from 
♣Q10 round to ♣KJ. Slam made. 

Note, letting go of the ace of 
diamonds would not have helped 
East (although he should have 
tried it in case West held ♦K10), as 
West would then beat dummy’s 
queen-exit with the king (perhaps 
after declarer cashed the king of 
clubs) but have to give declarer the 
last trick(s) in diamonds. RIP Bob.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 6♥, Opening Lead: ♥3

Dealer: North, Vulnerability: Both

N 
W     E 

S

                                        1NT           Pass 
        3♥         Pass          4♥            Pass 
        6♥         End

    S(Rowlands)    W           N               E

♠ J1032  

♥7  

♦AJ4  

♣Q10865

Teams ♠KQ5  

♥K109  

♦Q3  

♣KJ742

♠A6  

♥AQJ842  

♦10952  

♣A

♠9874  

♥653  

♦K876  

♣93

Advanced

 Bridge Andrew Robson

F U N F A I R J O B S
O A T E A A
O D D T I G E R I S H
T I E I S H
F O R U M M A R T I N I
A P E O S T
U P P I T Y T A C T I C
L R E R D H
T W A D D L E W I T C H
S I V O R I
A R M C H A I R A R K
I O M K C E

D E A R P A S T E U R

Sudoku 15,345

Killer 9756

Sudoku 15,346

Killer 9757

Sudoku 15,347

Quick Cryptic 2820

KenKen 6351

Codeword 5359

1 Ouija
2 Ghost
3 Spectre
4 Haunted
5 Presence

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions
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 Sudoku Mild No 15,348 Fiendish No 15,349 Super fiendish No 15,350 Word watch
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Gyre-carline
a A fast-flying bird of 
prey
b A spinning top
c A witch

Clootie
a A pumpkin
b The Devil
c A ghostly wail

Flaysome
a Frightening
b Dripping with blood
c A gathering of 
sorcerers

Answers on page 15

 The Times Quick Cryptic No 2821 by Lupa

Across
1 Skinny chap to live with an 

East European (8)
5 Missile among dangerous 

cudgels (4)
8 Cut pack and speak grace (8)
9 Baltic supplier seen in 

moderation (4)
11 Repeat concerning request (10)
14 Attendant king on edge (6)
15 Short break before prompt 

recovery (6)
17 Confused Piers heard 

subscribers (10)
20 Tragic villain DiMaggio 

regularly ignored (4)
21 Irate Mod disturbed negotiator 

(8)
22 Prime Minister’s paradise? (4)
23 Animal disease causes 

amazement (8)

Down
1 Unpleasant European gave 

orders (4)
2 Principal curve (4)
3 Kept going for each terrible 

day (10)
4 Hide missing note: it’s froth (6)
6 Private protection from sham 

firearm? (8)
7 In bewilderment, called in 

contract (8)
10 Haphazard line in passing 

place causing demotion (10)
12 Remove it possibly for extra 

payment (8)
13 In error altering instrument (8)
16 State an inevitable truth in 

hearing (6)
18 Infection found in crusty eye 

(4)
19 Upset tender love god (4)
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Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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 Kakuro No 3859
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4900 KenKen Difficult No 6352

10 25 15 16 7 23
13 7

21
15

10 26
45

9
20 8 23

21
10

24
6 10

7
8

28
11

26
5

26
13 17 15

25 17
10 15

10 8
6

14 11
15

21
16

45

7 14 16
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2387

 Lexica Easy No 7749 Hard No 7750

F U

T

Y

I

G

E

N

U

A

D

B C

F R

O R

E R

E L

I R

S

G

R

I D

O

R

A

W

E

L

P I

E

O V

O M

W O

T

 Codeword No 5360

 Winning Move

 Tetonor

W________W 
árDWDWDWi] 
à0pDnDW$p] 
ßW1pDWDpG] 
ÞDWDWDWDW] 
ÝWDWDWDW!] 
ÜDWDWDWDW] 
ÛPDWDWDP)] 
ÚDqDWDRDK] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

White to play.  
This position is from Arslanov-
Slade, Titled Tuesday, chess.com 
2024. 
 
In this unusual position Black 
has promoted a pawn and thus 
has two queens. For the moment 
this extra material is secure as 1 
Rxb1 Qxb1+ leads to mate. 
Nevertheless the black king is 
clearly in great danger and, with 
a carefully structured sequence, 
White can force the win. Can 
you see how?  

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Tuesday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 

                 

   

 

 

             
 

 

             
 

 

             
 

 

            

  5 6   8 11     19 22 24  

20 121
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  5 6   8 11     19 22 24  

20 121

24

120

75

23 112 57

32
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96

143

28 192 22

A A C C D E E E

E E E G H H I J

N N O O P P R R

S S S T T T U U

1 European assents: one giving 
spirited response? (5)

2 Suggestion from good 
entertainer? (5)

3 Power seized by terribly secret 
Bond foes (7)

4 NUT head distressed, regularly 
visited (7)

5 Impressive carriage? (8)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

- - - - -

 
- - - - -

 
- - - - - - -

 
- - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

 Quintagram®
Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only

For more puzzles, including
Mini Sudoku, extra Codeword, 

Train Tracks and Futoshiki
go to page 10

What are your favourite 
puzzles in MindGames? 
Email: puzzles@thetimes.co.uk
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Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4900 KenKen Difficult No 6352

10 25 15 16 7 23
13 7
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15

10 26
45

9
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10
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6 10
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2387

 Lexica Easy No 7749 Hard No 7750
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 Codeword No 5360

 Winning Move

 Tetonor

W________W 
árDWDWDWi] 
à0pDnDW$p] 
ßW1pDWDpG] 
ÞDWDWDWDW] 
ÝWDWDWDW!] 
ÜDWDWDWDW] 
ÛPDWDWDP)] 
ÚDqDWDRDK] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

White to play.  
This position is from Arslanov-
Slade, Titled Tuesday, chess.com 
2024. 
 
In this unusual position Black 
has promoted a pawn and thus 
has two queens. For the moment 
this extra material is secure as 1 
Rxb1 Qxb1+ leads to mate. 
Nevertheless the black king is 
clearly in great danger and, with 
a carefully structured sequence, 
White can force the win. Can 
you see how?  

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Tuesday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 
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1 European assents: one giving 
spirited response? (5)

2 Suggestion from good 
entertainer? (5)

3 Power seized by terribly secret 
Bond foes (7)

4 NUT head distressed, regularly 
visited (7)

5 Impressive carriage? (8)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

- - - - -

 
- - - - -

 
- - - - - - -

 
- - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

 Quintagram®
Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only

For more puzzles, including
Mini Sudoku, extra Codeword, 

Train Tracks and Futoshiki
go to page 10

What are your favourite 
puzzles in MindGames? 
Email: puzzles@thetimes.co.uk
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into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
four or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 17 words, average; 
23, good; 28, very good; 33, excellent

After 1 Rxh7+! Kxh7 the 
white queen and bishop get 
to work: 2 Bf8+ (2 Bd2+, 
planning to come to c3 at 
some point, also works) 2 ... 
Kg8 3 Qc4+! Kh7 (3 ... Kh8 4 
Qc3+ and Qg7 mate) 4 Qf7+ 
Kh8 5 Qg7 mate

Gyre-carline (c) A witch 
(Chambers)
Clootie (b) The Devil (OED)
Flaysome (a) Frightening 
(Collins)

9 3 6 1 4 8 9
8 1 3 9 2 5 4 6 7

6 1 1 8 1 2 5
8 2 7 2 1 6
9 5 1 7 1 3 9

6 9 1 1 7 6 2
3 1 3 8 9 6
9 7 4 9 5 5 1
4 3 2 8 6 5 1 9 7
8 9 7 2 1 7 1

Kakuro 3858

Futoshiki 4899

G E N T R Y

N O A

C A N M

O I

E D G I N G

E K

Lexica 7748

B U N

R S

P O X U

K F N

E I N

E N E R G Y

Lexica 7747Cell Blocks 5242 Set Square 3861

Suko 4261

Train Tracks 2386

Word watch

Chess — Winning Move

1 Torte
2 Rubric
3 Invent
4 Cézanne
5 Kentucky

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 33
Medium 897
Harder 7,290

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
auld, caul, clue, cupel, dual, ducal, duel, 
dunce, dune, dupe, duple, laud, luce, lune, 
nude, puce, pula, pule, puna, udal, ulna, 
uncap, unclad, uncle, unlace, unlade, 
unplaced, upend, upland

 times2 Crossword No 9676  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 61 x 2

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 128

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 265 + 417

+ 74

+ 876

+ 24

÷ 2

x 3

– 6 – 921/
OF IT

+ 87

x 2

x 3– 13

90%
OF IT

21/
OF IT

80%
OF IT

+ – 115

– 888 + 774

97/
OF IT

– 15

21/
OF IT
+ x 3 21/

OF IT
21/

OF IT
+

21/
OF IT
+

1 2 3 4 5 6

7

8 9

10 11

12

13 14 15

16

17 18 19 20

21

22 23

24

Across
 1 Educational grant (11)
 8 Heavenly being (5)
 9 Liberate (3,4)
 10 German song (4)
 11 Shamelessly mention 

famous acquaintances (4-4)
 13 Gross (3-3)
 14 Narrow sea channel (6)

E V I L S J O T T I N G
Q N W U E N U
U N I V E R S A L P E R
I T E T L U K
P S I T E S T M A T C H

A C O E A
R A L P H A B E T S
E E U N X
F A C E S U P T O C O L
R R T H T I I
A X E N E O P H Y T E S
C T U L E E Z
T W E E T E D R E S I T

Solution to Crossword 9675

 17 Practical as a method or 
solution (8)

 19 --- Bear, cartoon character (4)
 22 Defeats through cunning (7)
 23 Deep gaping hole (5)
 24 Agree (3,3,2,3)

Down
 1 Garment worn over  

the shoulders (5)
 2 Healthful cleanliness (7)
 3 Rhythmic way of speaking (4)
 4 Scoundrel (6)
 5 Until this point in time (8)
 6 More refined (5)
 7 Tyrant (6)
 12 Periodical publication (8)
 13 Discussion, meeting (6)
 15 Safe but dull (7)
 16 Ostentatious and vulgar (6)
 18 Ceremonial procedures (5)
 20 Topic for debate (5)
 21 Tirade (4)

 Cell Blocks No 5243
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3862

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Gentle No 9758

 Killer Tough No 9759

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

British Bridge lost one of its greats 
last month. Bob Rowlands of 
Surrey, who passed away in 
Eastbourne aged 82, may have 
retired from international competi-
tion in 1977, aged only 34, but his 
list of domestic achievements is 
extremely impressive — including 
the Gold Cup, the Crockfords Cup, 
the Spring Foursomes and the 
Lederer Memorial trophy. 

Rowlands gave back much to the 
game he loved. He was awarded 
the Diamond Award in 2016 for 
his many successes, but also for his 
support of junior bridge. I recall 
him back in the Eighties encouraging 
me as a young man finding my way. 

Rowlands was a lovely man who 
loved to chat. He had a dry sense 
of humour, very common among 
top bridge players. He played less 
in later years, primarily because of 
the bad back that dogged him 
most of his adult life — indeed 
perhaps a contributory reason for 
his early retirement from interna-
tional bridge. “My problems are 
behind me,” he would say, drolly. 

Watch Rowlands showing his 
flair on this deal from way back in 
1961, shown to me by his then-part-
ner Brian Cowley. After an auction 
reminiscent of the day, he declared 
the distinctly optimistic 6♥. 

Avoiding the fatal diamond 
lead, declarer won the trump lead 
in dummy, crossed to the ace of 
clubs, returned to a second trump 
(East discarding a spade), ruffed a 
club then crossed to a third trump 
(East discarding another spade) to 
ruff a third club, West discarding a 
spade. The 5-2 club split may 
appear to render the slam 

unmakeable but West had made a 
fatal error to let go of a spade. 

Declarer cashed his last heart, 
throwing a diamond, and followed 
with the three top spades. On that 
third spade, East had to discard 
from ♦AJ and ♣Q10. If West had 
kept a long spade, the ace of dia-
monds discard would have beaten 
the slam (West would have a spade 
to cash after he won the king of 
diamonds).  

As it was, East discarded the jack 
of diamonds and was promptly 
thrown in with the ace to lead from 
♣Q10 round to ♣KJ. Slam made. 

Note, letting go of the ace of 
diamonds would not have helped 
East (although he should have 
tried it in case West held ♦K10), as 
West would then beat dummy’s 
queen-exit with the king (perhaps 
after declarer cashed the king of 
clubs) but have to give declarer the 
last trick(s) in diamonds. RIP Bob.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 6♥, Opening Lead: ♥3

Dealer: North, Vulnerability: Both

N 
W     E 

S

                                        1NT           Pass 
        3♥         Pass          4♥            Pass 
        6♥         End

    S(Rowlands)    W           N               E

♠ J1032  

♥7  

♦AJ4  

♣Q10865

Teams ♠KQ5  

♥K109  

♦Q3  

♣KJ742

♠A6  

♥AQJ842  

♦10952  

♣A

♠9874  

♥653  

♦K876  

♣93

Advanced

 Bridge Andrew Robson

F U N F A I R J O B S
O A T E A A
O D D T I G E R I S H
T I E I S H
F O R U M M A R T I N I
A P E O S T
U P P I T Y T A C T I C
L R E R D H
T W A D D L E W I T C H
S I V O R I
A R M C H A I R A R K
I O M K C E

D E A R P A S T E U R

Sudoku 15,345

Killer 9756

Sudoku 15,346

Killer 9757

Sudoku 15,347

Quick Cryptic 2820

KenKen 6351

Codeword 5359

1 Ouija
2 Ghost
3 Spectre
4 Haunted
5 Presence

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions



MindGames

Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4900 KenKen Difficult No 6352

10 25 15 16 7 23
13 7

21
15

10 26
45

9
20 8 23

21
10

24
6 10

7
8

28
11

26
5

26
13 17 15

25 17
10 15

10 8
6

14 11
15

21
16

45

7 14 16
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2387

 Lexica Easy No 7749 Hard No 7750
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 Codeword No 5360

 Winning Move

 Tetonor

W________W 
árDWDWDWi] 
à0pDnDW$p] 
ßW1pDWDpG] 
ÞDWDWDWDW] 
ÝWDWDWDW!] 
ÜDWDWDWDW] 
ÛPDWDWDP)] 
ÚDqDWDRDK] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

White to play.  
This position is from Arslanov-
Slade, Titled Tuesday, chess.com 
2024. 
 
In this unusual position Black 
has promoted a pawn and thus 
has two queens. For the moment 
this extra material is secure as 1 
Rxb1 Qxb1+ leads to mate. 
Nevertheless the black king is 
clearly in great danger and, with 
a carefully structured sequence, 
White can force the win. Can 
you see how?  

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Tuesday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 
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1 European assents: one giving 
spirited response? (5)

2 Suggestion from good 
entertainer? (5)

3 Power seized by terribly secret 
Bond foes (7)

4 NUT head distressed, regularly 
visited (7)

5 Impressive carriage? (8)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

- - - - -

 
- - - - -

 
- - - - - - -

 
- - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

 Quintagram®
Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only

For more puzzles, including
Mini Sudoku, extra Codeword, 

Train Tracks and Futoshiki
go to page 10

What are your favourite 
puzzles in MindGames? 
Email: puzzles@thetimes.co.uk

514 No Tricky

Challenge 
your mind 
with these 
fiendish 

word and 
number 
puzzles
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Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4900 KenKen Difficult No 6352

10 25 15 16 7 23
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2387
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 Codeword No 5360

 Winning Move

 Tetonor

W________W 
árDWDWDWi] 
à0pDnDW$p] 
ßW1pDWDpG] 
ÞDWDWDWDW] 
ÝWDWDWDW!] 
ÜDWDWDWDW] 
ÛPDWDWDP)] 
ÚDqDWDRDK] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

White to play.  
This position is from Arslanov-
Slade, Titled Tuesday, chess.com 
2024. 
 
In this unusual position Black 
has promoted a pawn and thus 
has two queens. For the moment 
this extra material is secure as 1 
Rxb1 Qxb1+ leads to mate. 
Nevertheless the black king is 
clearly in great danger and, with 
a carefully structured sequence, 
White can force the win. Can 
you see how?  

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Tuesday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 

                 

   

 

 

             
 

 

             
 

 

             
 

 

            

  5 6   8 11     19 22 24  

20 121

24
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75

23 112 57
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  5 6   8 11     19 22 24  

20 121
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120
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23 112 57
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143

28 192 22

A A C C D E E E

E E E G H H I J

N N O O P P R R

S S S T T T U U

1 European assents: one giving 
spirited response? (5)

2 Suggestion from good 
entertainer? (5)

3 Power seized by terribly secret 
Bond foes (7)

4 NUT head distressed, regularly 
visited (7)

5 Impressive carriage? (8)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

- - - - -

 
- - - - -

 
- - - - - - -

 
- - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

 Quintagram®
Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only

For more puzzles, including
Mini Sudoku, extra Codeword, 

Train Tracks and Futoshiki
go to page 10

What are your favourite 
puzzles in MindGames? 
Email: puzzles@thetimes.co.uk

514 No Tricky

Challenge 
your mind 
with these 
fiendish 

word and 
number 
puzzles

thetimes.co.uk/
bookshoptimesbookshop.co.uk

Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4900 KenKen Difficult No 6352

10 25 15 16 7 23
13 7
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10 26
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13 17 15
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2387

 Lexica Easy No 7749 Hard No 7750
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 Codeword No 5360

 Winning Move

 Tetonor

W________W 
árDWDWDWi] 
à0pDnDW$p] 
ßW1pDWDpG] 
ÞDWDWDWDW] 
ÝWDWDWDW!] 
ÜDWDWDWDW] 
ÛPDWDWDP)] 
ÚDqDWDRDK] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

White to play.  
This position is from Arslanov-
Slade, Titled Tuesday, chess.com 
2024. 
 
In this unusual position Black 
has promoted a pawn and thus 
has two queens. For the moment 
this extra material is secure as 1 
Rxb1 Qxb1+ leads to mate. 
Nevertheless the black king is 
clearly in great danger and, with 
a carefully structured sequence, 
White can force the win. Can 
you see how?  

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Tuesday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 
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1 European assents: one giving 
spirited response? (5)

2 Suggestion from good 
entertainer? (5)

3 Power seized by terribly secret 
Bond foes (7)

4 NUT head distressed, regularly 
visited (7)

5 Impressive carriage? (8)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

- - - - -

 
- - - - -
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- - - - - - - -

 Quintagram®
Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only

For more puzzles, including
Mini Sudoku, extra Codeword, 

Train Tracks and Futoshiki
go to page 10

What are your favourite 
puzzles in MindGames? 
Email: puzzles@thetimes.co.uk
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Challenge 
your mind 
with these 
fiendish 

word and 
number 
puzzles

thetimes.co.uk/
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MindGames
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into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
four or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 17 words, average; 
23, good; 28, very good; 33, excellent

After 1 Rxh7+! Kxh7 the 
white queen and bishop get 
to work: 2 Bf8+ (2 Bd2+, 
planning to come to c3 at 
some point, also works) 2 ... 
Kg8 3 Qc4+! Kh7 (3 ... Kh8 4 
Qc3+ and Qg7 mate) 4 Qf7+ 
Kh8 5 Qg7 mate

Gyre-carline (c) A witch 
(Chambers)
Clootie (b) The Devil (OED)
Flaysome (a) Frightening 
(Collins)

9 3 6 1 4 8 9
8 1 3 9 2 5 4 6 7

6 1 1 8 1 2 5
8 2 7 2 1 6
9 5 1 7 1 3 9

6 9 1 1 7 6 2
3 1 3 8 9 6
9 7 4 9 5 5 1
4 3 2 8 6 5 1 9 7
8 9 7 2 1 7 1

Kakuro 3858

Futoshiki 4899

G E N T R Y

N O A

C A N M

O I

E D G I N G

E K

Lexica 7748

B U N

R S

P O X U

K F N

E I N

E N E R G Y

Lexica 7747Cell Blocks 5242 Set Square 3861

Suko 4261

Train Tracks 2386

Word watch

Chess — Winning Move

1 Torte
2 Rubric
3 Invent
4 Cézanne
5 Kentucky

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 33
Medium 897
Harder 7,290

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
auld, caul, clue, cupel, dual, ducal, duel, 
dunce, dune, dupe, duple, laud, luce, lune, 
nude, puce, pula, pule, puna, udal, ulna, 
uncap, unclad, uncle, unlace, unlade, 
unplaced, upend, upland

 times2 Crossword No 9676  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 61 x 2

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 128

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 265 + 417

+ 74

+ 876

+ 24

÷ 2

x 3

– 6 – 921/
OF IT

+ 87

x 2

x 3– 13

90%
OF IT

21/
OF IT

80%
OF IT

+ – 115

– 888 + 774

97/
OF IT

– 15

21/
OF IT
+ x 3 21/

OF IT
21/

OF IT
+

21/
OF IT
+

1 2 3 4 5 6

7

8 9

10 11

12

13 14 15

16

17 18 19 20

21

22 23

24

Across
 1 Educational grant (11)
 8 Heavenly being (5)
 9 Liberate (3,4)
 10 German song (4)
 11 Shamelessly mention 

famous acquaintances (4-4)
 13 Gross (3-3)
 14 Narrow sea channel (6)

E V I L S J O T T I N G
Q N W U E N U
U N I V E R S A L P E R
I T E T L U K
P S I T E S T M A T C H

A C O E A
R A L P H A B E T S
E E U N X
F A C E S U P T O C O L
R R T H T I I
A X E N E O P H Y T E S
C T U L E E Z
T W E E T E D R E S I T

Solution to Crossword 9675

 17 Practical as a method or 
solution (8)

 19 --- Bear, cartoon character (4)
 22 Defeats through cunning (7)
 23 Deep gaping hole (5)
 24 Agree (3,3,2,3)

Down
 1 Garment worn over  

the shoulders (5)
 2 Healthful cleanliness (7)
 3 Rhythmic way of speaking (4)
 4 Scoundrel (6)
 5 Until this point in time (8)
 6 More refined (5)
 7 Tyrant (6)
 12 Periodical publication (8)
 13 Discussion, meeting (6)
 15 Safe but dull (7)
 16 Ostentatious and vulgar (6)
 18 Ceremonial procedures (5)
 20 Topic for debate (5)
 21 Tirade (4)

 Cell Blocks No 5243
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3862

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Gentle No 9758

 Killer Tough No 9759

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

British Bridge lost one of its greats 
last month. Bob Rowlands of 
Surrey, who passed away in 
Eastbourne aged 82, may have 
retired from international competi-
tion in 1977, aged only 34, but his 
list of domestic achievements is 
extremely impressive — including 
the Gold Cup, the Crockfords Cup, 
the Spring Foursomes and the 
Lederer Memorial trophy. 

Rowlands gave back much to the 
game he loved. He was awarded 
the Diamond Award in 2016 for 
his many successes, but also for his 
support of junior bridge. I recall 
him back in the Eighties encouraging 
me as a young man finding my way. 

Rowlands was a lovely man who 
loved to chat. He had a dry sense 
of humour, very common among 
top bridge players. He played less 
in later years, primarily because of 
the bad back that dogged him 
most of his adult life — indeed 
perhaps a contributory reason for 
his early retirement from interna-
tional bridge. “My problems are 
behind me,” he would say, drolly. 

Watch Rowlands showing his 
flair on this deal from way back in 
1961, shown to me by his then-part-
ner Brian Cowley. After an auction 
reminiscent of the day, he declared 
the distinctly optimistic 6♥. 

Avoiding the fatal diamond 
lead, declarer won the trump lead 
in dummy, crossed to the ace of 
clubs, returned to a second trump 
(East discarding a spade), ruffed a 
club then crossed to a third trump 
(East discarding another spade) to 
ruff a third club, West discarding a 
spade. The 5-2 club split may 
appear to render the slam 

unmakeable but West had made a 
fatal error to let go of a spade. 

Declarer cashed his last heart, 
throwing a diamond, and followed 
with the three top spades. On that 
third spade, East had to discard 
from ♦AJ and ♣Q10. If West had 
kept a long spade, the ace of dia-
monds discard would have beaten 
the slam (West would have a spade 
to cash after he won the king of 
diamonds).  

As it was, East discarded the jack 
of diamonds and was promptly 
thrown in with the ace to lead from 
♣Q10 round to ♣KJ. Slam made. 

Note, letting go of the ace of 
diamonds would not have helped 
East (although he should have 
tried it in case West held ♦K10), as 
West would then beat dummy’s 
queen-exit with the king (perhaps 
after declarer cashed the king of 
clubs) but have to give declarer the 
last trick(s) in diamonds. RIP Bob.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 6♥ , Opening Lead: ♥3

Dealer: North, Vulnerability: Both

N 
W     E 

S

                                        1NT           Pass 
        3♥         Pass          4♥            Pass 
        6♥         End

    S(Rowlands)    W           N               E

♠ J1032  

♥7  

♦AJ4  

♣Q10865

Teams ♠KQ5  

♥K109  

♦Q3  

♣KJ742

♠A6  

♥AQJ842  

♦10952  

♣A

♠9874  

♥653  

♦K876  

♣93

Advanced

 Bridge Andrew Robson

F U N F A I R J O B S
O A T E A A
O D D T I G E R I S H
T I E I S H
F O R U M M A R T I N I
A P E O S T
U P P I T Y T A C T I C
L R E R D H
T W A D D L E W I T C H
S I V O R I
A R M C H A I R A R K
I O M K C E

D E A R P A S T E U R

Sudoku 15,345

Killer 9756

Sudoku 15,346

Killer 9757

Sudoku 15,347

Quick Cryptic 2820

KenKen 6351

Codeword 5359

1 Ouija
2 Ghost
3 Spectre
4 Haunted
5 Presence

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions
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blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
four or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 17 words, average; 
23, good; 28, very good; 33, excellent

After 1 Rxh7+! Kxh7 the 
white queen and bishop get 
to work: 2 Bf8+ (2 Bd2+, 
planning to come to c3 at 
some point, also works) 2 ... 
Kg8 3 Qc4+! Kh7 (3 ... Kh8 4 
Qc3+ and Qg7 mate) 4 Qf7+ 
Kh8 5 Qg7 mate

Gyre-carline (c) A witch 
(Chambers)
Clootie (b) The Devil (OED)
Flaysome (a) Frightening 
(Collins)

9 3 6 1 4 8 9
8 1 3 9 2 5 4 6 7

6 1 1 8 1 2 5
8 2 7 2 1 6
9 5 1 7 1 3 9

6 9 1 1 7 6 2
3 1 3 8 9 6
9 7 4 9 5 5 1
4 3 2 8 6 5 1 9 7
8 9 7 2 1 7 1
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Quiz

Easy 33
Medium 897
Harder 7,290

Brain 
Trainer
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auld, caul, clue, cupel, dual, ducal, duel, 
dunce, dune, dupe, duple, laud, luce, lune, 
nude, puce, pula, pule, puna, udal, ulna, 
uncap, unclad, uncle, unlace, unlade, 
unplaced, upend, upland

 times2 Crossword No 9676  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.
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Across
 1 Educational grant (11)
 8 Heavenly being (5)
 9 Liberate (3,4)
 10 German song (4)
 11 Shamelessly mention 

famous acquaintances (4-4)
 13 Gross (3-3)
 14 Narrow sea channel (6)
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Solution to Crossword 9675

 17 Practical as a method or 
solution (8)

 19 --- Bear, cartoon character (4)
 22 Defeats through cunning (7)
 23 Deep gaping hole (5)
 24 Agree (3,3,2,3)

Down
 1 Garment worn over  

the shoulders (5)
 2 Healthful cleanliness (7)
 3 Rhythmic way of speaking (4)
 4 Scoundrel (6)
 5 Until this point in time (8)
 6 More refined (5)
 7 Tyrant (6)
 12 Periodical publication (8)
 13 Discussion, meeting (6)
 15 Safe but dull (7)
 16 Ostentatious and vulgar (6)
 18 Ceremonial procedures (5)
 20 Topic for debate (5)
 21 Tirade (4)
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3862

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Gentle No 9758

 Killer Tough No 9759

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

British Bridge lost one of its greats 
last month. Bob Rowlands of 
Surrey, who passed away in 
Eastbourne aged 82, may have 
retired from international competi-
tion in 1977, aged only 34, but his 
list of domestic achievements is 
extremely impressive — including 
the Gold Cup, the Crockfords Cup, 
the Spring Foursomes and the 
Lederer Memorial trophy. 

Rowlands gave back much to the 
game he loved. He was awarded 
the Diamond Award in 2016 for 
his many successes, but also for his 
support of junior bridge. I recall 
him back in the Eighties encouraging 
me as a young man finding my way. 

Rowlands was a lovely man who 
loved to chat. He had a dry sense 
of humour, very common among 
top bridge players. He played less 
in later years, primarily because of 
the bad back that dogged him 
most of his adult life — indeed 
perhaps a contributory reason for 
his early retirement from interna-
tional bridge. “My problems are 
behind me,” he would say, drolly. 

Watch Rowlands showing his 
flair on this deal from way back in 
1961, shown to me by his then-part-
ner Brian Cowley. After an auction 
reminiscent of the day, he declared 
the distinctly optimistic 6♥. 

Avoiding the fatal diamond 
lead, declarer won the trump lead 
in dummy, crossed to the ace of 
clubs, returned to a second trump 
(East discarding a spade), ruffed a 
club then crossed to a third trump 
(East discarding another spade) to 
ruff a third club, West discarding a 
spade. The 5-2 club split may 
appear to render the slam 

unmakeable but West had made a 
fatal error to let go of a spade. 

Declarer cashed his last heart, 
throwing a diamond, and followed 
with the three top spades. On that 
third spade, East had to discard 
from ♦AJ and ♣Q10. If West had 
kept a long spade, the ace of dia-
monds discard would have beaten 
the slam (West would have a spade 
to cash after he won the king of 
diamonds).  

As it was, East discarded the jack 
of diamonds and was promptly 
thrown in with the ace to lead from 
♣Q10 round to ♣KJ. Slam made. 

Note, letting go of the ace of 
diamonds would not have helped 
East (although he should have 
tried it in case West held ♦K10), as 
West would then beat dummy’s 
queen-exit with the king (perhaps 
after declarer cashed the king of 
clubs) but have to give declarer the 
last trick(s) in diamonds. RIP Bob.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk
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IA Divide the grid 

into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
four or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 17 words, average; 
23, good; 28, very good; 33, excellent

After 1 Rxh7+! Kxh7 the 
white queen and bishop get 
to work: 2 Bf8+ (2 Bd2+, 
planning to come to c3 at 
some point, also works) 2 ... 
Kg8 3 Qc4+! Kh7 (3 ... Kh8 4 
Qc3+ and Qg7 mate) 4 Qf7+ 
Kh8 5 Qg7 mate

Gyre-carline (c) A witch 
(Chambers)
Clootie (b) The Devil (OED)
Flaysome (a) Frightening 
(Collins)

9 3 6 1 4 8 9
8 1 3 9 2 5 4 6 7

6 1 1 8 1 2 5
8 2 7 2 1 6
9 5 1 7 1 3 9

6 9 1 1 7 6 2
3 1 3 8 9 6
9 7 4 9 5 5 1
4 3 2 8 6 5 1 9 7
8 9 7 2 1 7 1

Kakuro 3858

Futoshiki 4899

G E N T R Y

N O A

C A N M

O I

E D G I N G

E K
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E I N

E N E R G Y

Lexica 7747Cell Blocks 5242 Set Square 3861

Suko 4261

Train Tracks 2386

Word watch

Chess — Winning Move

1 Torte
2 Rubric
3 Invent
4 Cézanne
5 Kentucky

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 33
Medium 897
Harder 7,290

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
auld, caul, clue, cupel, dual, ducal, duel, 
dunce, dune, dupe, duple, laud, luce, lune, 
nude, puce, pula, pule, puna, udal, ulna, 
uncap, unclad, uncle, unlace, unlade, 
unplaced, upend, upland

 times2 Crossword No 9676  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 61 x 2

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 128

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 265 + 417

+ 74

+ 876

+ 24

÷ 2

x 3

– 6 – 921/
OF IT

+ 87

x 2

x 3– 13

90%
OF IT

21/
OF IT

80%
OF IT

+ – 115

– 888 + 774

97/
OF IT

– 15

21/
OF IT
+ x 3 21/

OF IT
21/

OF IT
+

21/
OF IT
+

1 2 3 4 5 6

7

8 9

10 11

12

13 14 15

16

17 18 19 20

21

22 23

24

Across
 1 Educational grant (11)
 8 Heavenly being (5)
 9 Liberate (3,4)
 10 German song (4)
 11 Shamelessly mention 

famous acquaintances (4-4)
 13 Gross (3-3)
 14 Narrow sea channel (6)

E V I L S J O T T I N G
Q N W U E N U
U N I V E R S A L P E R
I T E T L U K
P S I T E S T M A T C H

A C O E A
R A L P H A B E T S
E E U N X
F A C E S U P T O C O L
R R T H T I I
A X E N E O P H Y T E S
C T U L E E Z
T W E E T E D R E S I T

Solution to Crossword 9675

 17 Practical as a method or 
solution (8)

 19 --- Bear, cartoon character (4)
 22 Defeats through cunning (7)
 23 Deep gaping hole (5)
 24 Agree (3,3,2,3)

Down
 1 Garment worn over  

the shoulders (5)
 2 Healthful cleanliness (7)
 3 Rhythmic way of speaking (4)
 4 Scoundrel (6)
 5 Until this point in time (8)
 6 More refined (5)
 7 Tyrant (6)
 12 Periodical publication (8)
 13 Discussion, meeting (6)
 15 Safe but dull (7)
 16 Ostentatious and vulgar (6)
 18 Ceremonial procedures (5)
 20 Topic for debate (5)
 21 Tirade (4)
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3862

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Gentle No 9758

 Killer Tough No 9759

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

British Bridge lost one of its greats 
last month. Bob Rowlands of 
Surrey, who passed away in 
Eastbourne aged 82, may have 
retired from international competi-
tion in 1977, aged only 34, but his 
list of domestic achievements is 
extremely impressive — including 
the Gold Cup, the Crockfords Cup, 
the Spring Foursomes and the 
Lederer Memorial trophy. 

Rowlands gave back much to the 
game he loved. He was awarded 
the Diamond Award in 2016 for 
his many successes, but also for his 
support of junior bridge. I recall 
him back in the Eighties encouraging 
me as a young man finding my way. 

Rowlands was a lovely man who 
loved to chat. He had a dry sense 
of humour, very common among 
top bridge players. He played less 
in later years, primarily because of 
the bad back that dogged him 
most of his adult life — indeed 
perhaps a contributory reason for 
his early retirement from interna-
tional bridge. “My problems are 
behind me,” he would say, drolly. 

Watch Rowlands showing his 
flair on this deal from way back in 
1961, shown to me by his then-part-
ner Brian Cowley. After an auction 
reminiscent of the day, he declared 
the distinctly optimistic 6♥. 

Avoiding the fatal diamond 
lead, declarer won the trump lead 
in dummy, crossed to the ace of 
clubs, returned to a second trump 
(East discarding a spade), ruffed a 
club then crossed to a third trump 
(East discarding another spade) to 
ruff a third club, West discarding a 
spade. The 5-2 club split may 
appear to render the slam 

unmakeable but West had made a 
fatal error to let go of a spade. 

Declarer cashed his last heart, 
throwing a diamond, and followed 
with the three top spades. On that 
third spade, East had to discard 
from ♦AJ and ♣Q10. If West had 
kept a long spade, the ace of dia-
monds discard would have beaten 
the slam (West would have a spade 
to cash after he won the king of 
diamonds).  

As it was, East discarded the jack 
of diamonds and was promptly 
thrown in with the ace to lead from 
♣Q10 round to ♣KJ. Slam made. 

Note, letting go of the ace of 
diamonds would not have helped 
East (although he should have 
tried it in case West held ♦K10), as 
West would then beat dummy’s 
queen-exit with the king (perhaps 
after declarer cashed the king of 
clubs) but have to give declarer the 
last trick(s) in diamonds. RIP Bob.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 6♥ , Opening Lead: ♥3

Dealer: North, Vulnerability: Both

N 
W     E 

S

                                        1NT           Pass 
        3♥         Pass          4♥            Pass 
        6♥         End

    S(Rowlands)    W           N               E

♠ J1032  

♥7  

♦AJ4  

♣Q10865

Teams ♠KQ5  

♥K109  

♦Q3  

♣KJ742

♠A6  

♥AQJ842  

♦10952  

♣A

♠9874  

♥653  

♦K876  

♣93

Advanced

 Bridge Andrew Robson
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L R E R D H
T W A D D L E W I T C H
S I V O R I
A R M C H A I R A R K
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Sudoku 15,346

Killer 9757

Sudoku 15,347

Quick Cryptic 2820

KenKen 6351

Codeword 5359

1 Ouija
2 Ghost
3 Spectre
4 Haunted
5 Presence

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions



MindGames

Times Crossword 29,062 across down Yesterday’s solution 29,061

Check today’s answers by ringing 0905 757 
0141 by midnight. Calls cost £1 per minute 
plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke 0333 202 3390.

1 2 3 4 5 76

8 9

10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27

P U P P E T R Y C L I M A X
R L N E L D I
E R A D E M O L I T I O N
F T E E S O T
L E E W A R D S T A M A R I
I A R Y E A E
G O U P B I G B R O T H E R
H R N E I E
T I M E S I G N A L C L O G
N S C C G E G

A S P I R E C H O R D A T A
T D L G A S E
O V E R A N D O U T H O T
R N N E I E O

B E S T E D G R A N D S O N

 1 Angry Sri Lankan POW’s cynical 
notion of work (10,3)

 8 Doughty at heart, fondle ferret (4)
 9 Report on particular fielder (5,5)
 10 Complex flavonoid initially lacking 

in curry (8)
 11 Glimpse one impersonating copper 

(6)
 13 Writer’s gripped by odd sound (10)
 16 Smart set regularly wasted stuff (4)
 17 Express contentment, parking posh 

luxury car (4)
 18 Ribaldry and ebullience when 

Henry moves (10)
 20 Look after a fine female pigeon (6)
 22 Swift perhaps to pursue boy with 

unknown bug (8)
 24 Patience maybe of one manager 

overwhelmed by stupor (5,5)
 26 Low-down half-wit (4)
 27 Re-enacted racy plays in support 

facility (3-4,6)

 1 Pal refusing to swim in Asian sea 
(7,4)

 2 Mad boozer keels over unconscious 
(5)

 3 Clean it up, shifting blame (9)
 4 Deliverer of bouquet nicking half of 

it (7)
 5 Emperor in tears, intermittently 

missing Old Dominion (5)
 6 People watching lovely boy (7-2)
 7 Briefly crave pasty (3)
 12 Tragedy of feline pet throttled by 

alpha male (11)
 14 Death of ethics over time (9)
 15 Dry and extremely delicate late 

husband cocked up on drug (9)
 19 Mostly depended on village’s banks 

for aid (7)
 21 Port and fine German wine (5)
 23 Try and empty elegant basin (5)
 25 Random piece of period drama (3)

Times Crossword 29,062 across down Yesterday’s solution 29,061

Check today’s answers by ringing 0905 757 
0141 by midnight. Calls cost £1 per minute 
plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke 0333 202 3390.

1 2 3 4 5 76

8 9

10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27

P U P P E T R Y C L I M A X
R L N E L D I
E R A D E M O L I T I O N
F T E E S O T
L E E W A R D S T A M A R I
I A R Y E A E
G O U P B I G B R O T H E R
H R N E I E
T I M E S I G N A L C L O G
N S C C G E G

A S P I R E C H O R D A T A
T D L G A S E
O V E R A N D O U T H O T
R N N E I E O

B E S T E D G R A N D S O N

 1 Angry Sri Lankan POW’s cynical 
notion of work (10,3)

 8 Doughty at heart, fondle ferret (4)
 9 Report on particular fielder (5,5)
 10 Complex flavonoid initially lacking 

in curry (8)
 11 Glimpse one impersonating copper 

(6)
 13 Writer’s gripped by odd sound (10)
 16 Smart set regularly wasted stuff (4)
 17 Express contentment, parking posh 

luxury car (4)
 18 Ribaldry and ebullience when 

Henry moves (10)
 20 Look after a fine female pigeon (6)
 22 Swift perhaps to pursue boy with 

unknown bug (8)
 24 Patience maybe of one manager 

overwhelmed by stupor (5,5)
 26 Low-down half-wit (4)
 27 Re-enacted racy plays in support 

facility (3-4,6)

 1 Pal refusing to swim in Asian sea 
(7,4)

 2 Mad boozer keels over unconscious 
(5)

 3 Clean it up, shifting blame (9)
 4 Deliverer of bouquet nicking half of 

it (7)
 5 Emperor in tears, intermittently 

missing Old Dominion (5)
 6 People watching lovely boy (7-2)
 7 Briefly crave pasty (3)
 12 Tragedy of feline pet throttled by 

alpha male (11)
 14 Death of ethics over time (9)
 15 Dry and extremely delicate late 

husband cocked up on drug (9)
 19 Mostly depended on village’s banks 

for aid (7)
 21 Port and fine German wine (5)
 23 Try and empty elegant basin (5)
 25 Random piece of period drama (3)



MindGames

©
 P

UZ
ZL

ER
 M

ED
IA Divide the grid 

into square or 
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blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
four or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 17 words, average; 
23, good; 28, very good; 33, excellent

After 1 Rxh7+! Kxh7 the 
white queen and bishop get 
to work: 2 Bf8+ (2 Bd2+, 
planning to come to c3 at 
some point, also works) 2 ... 
Kg8 3 Qc4+! Kh7 (3 ... Kh8 4 
Qc3+ and Qg7 mate) 4 Qf7+ 
Kh8 5 Qg7 mate

Gyre-carline (c) A witch 
(Chambers)
Clootie (b) The Devil (OED)
Flaysome (a) Frightening 
(Collins)

9 3 6 1 4 8 9
8 1 3 9 2 5 4 6 7

6 1 1 8 1 2 5
8 2 7 2 1 6
9 5 1 7 1 3 9

6 9 1 1 7 6 2
3 1 3 8 9 6
9 7 4 9 5 5 1
4 3 2 8 6 5 1 9 7
8 9 7 2 1 7 1

Kakuro 3858

Futoshiki 4899

G E N T R Y

N O A

C A N M
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E D G I N G

E K
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Lexica 7747Cell Blocks 5242 Set Square 3861

Suko 4261

Train Tracks 2386

Word watch

Chess — Winning Move

1 Torte
2 Rubric
3 Invent
4 Cézanne
5 Kentucky

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 33
Medium 897
Harder 7,290

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
auld, caul, clue, cupel, dual, ducal, duel, 
dunce, dune, dupe, duple, laud, luce, lune, 
nude, puce, pula, pule, puna, udal, ulna, 
uncap, unclad, uncle, unlace, unlade, 
unplaced, upend, upland

 times2 Crossword No 9676  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 61 x 2

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 128

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 265 + 417

+ 74

+ 876

+ 24

÷ 2

x 3

– 6 – 921/
OF IT

+ 87

x 2

x 3– 13

90%
OF IT

21/
OF IT

80%
OF IT

+ – 115

– 888 + 774

97/
OF IT

– 15

21/
OF IT
+ x 3 21/

OF IT
21/

OF IT
+

21/
OF IT
+

1 2 3 4 5 6

7

8 9

10 11

12

13 14 15

16

17 18 19 20

21

22 23

24

Across
 1 Educational grant (11)
 8 Heavenly being (5)
 9 Liberate (3,4)
 10 German song (4)
 11 Shamelessly mention 

famous acquaintances (4-4)
 13 Gross (3-3)
 14 Narrow sea channel (6)

E V I L S J O T T I N G
Q N W U E N U
U N I V E R S A L P E R
I T E T L U K
P S I T E S T M A T C H

A C O E A
R A L P H A B E T S
E E U N X
F A C E S U P T O C O L
R R T H T I I
A X E N E O P H Y T E S
C T U L E E Z
T W E E T E D R E S I T

Solution to Crossword 9675

 17 Practical as a method or 
solution (8)

 19 --- Bear, cartoon character (4)
 22 Defeats through cunning (7)
 23 Deep gaping hole (5)
 24 Agree (3,3,2,3)

Down
 1 Garment worn over  

the shoulders (5)
 2 Healthful cleanliness (7)
 3 Rhythmic way of speaking (4)
 4 Scoundrel (6)
 5 Until this point in time (8)
 6 More refined (5)
 7 Tyrant (6)
 12 Periodical publication (8)
 13 Discussion, meeting (6)
 15 Safe but dull (7)
 16 Ostentatious and vulgar (6)
 18 Ceremonial procedures (5)
 20 Topic for debate (5)
 21 Tirade (4)
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3862

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Gentle No 9758

 Killer Tough No 9759

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

British Bridge lost one of its greats 
last month. Bob Rowlands of 
Surrey, who passed away in 
Eastbourne aged 82, may have 
retired from international competi-
tion in 1977, aged only 34, but his 
list of domestic achievements is 
extremely impressive — including 
the Gold Cup, the Crockfords Cup, 
the Spring Foursomes and the 
Lederer Memorial trophy. 

Rowlands gave back much to the 
game he loved. He was awarded 
the Diamond Award in 2016 for 
his many successes, but also for his 
support of junior bridge. I recall 
him back in the Eighties encouraging 
me as a young man finding my way. 

Rowlands was a lovely man who 
loved to chat. He had a dry sense 
of humour, very common among 
top bridge players. He played less 
in later years, primarily because of 
the bad back that dogged him 
most of his adult life — indeed 
perhaps a contributory reason for 
his early retirement from interna-
tional bridge. “My problems are 
behind me,” he would say, drolly. 

Watch Rowlands showing his 
flair on this deal from way back in 
1961, shown to me by his then-part-
ner Brian Cowley. After an auction 
reminiscent of the day, he declared 
the distinctly optimistic 6♥. 

Avoiding the fatal diamond 
lead, declarer won the trump lead 
in dummy, crossed to the ace of 
clubs, returned to a second trump 
(East discarding a spade), ruffed a 
club then crossed to a third trump 
(East discarding another spade) to 
ruff a third club, West discarding a 
spade. The 5-2 club split may 
appear to render the slam 

unmakeable but West had made a 
fatal error to let go of a spade. 

Declarer cashed his last heart, 
throwing a diamond, and followed 
with the three top spades. On that 
third spade, East had to discard 
from ♦AJ and ♣Q10. If West had 
kept a long spade, the ace of dia-
monds discard would have beaten 
the slam (West would have a spade 
to cash after he won the king of 
diamonds).  

As it was, East discarded the jack 
of diamonds and was promptly 
thrown in with the ace to lead from 
♣Q10 round to ♣KJ. Slam made. 

Note, letting go of the ace of 
diamonds would not have helped 
East (although he should have 
tried it in case West held ♦K10), as 
West would then beat dummy’s 
queen-exit with the king (perhaps 
after declarer cashed the king of 
clubs) but have to give declarer the 
last trick(s) in diamonds. RIP Bob.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 6♥ , Opening Lead: ♥3

Dealer: North, Vulnerability: Both

N 
W     E 

S

                                        1NT           Pass 
        3♥         Pass          4♥            Pass 
        6♥         End

    S(Rowlands)    W           N               E

♠ J1032  

♥7  

♦AJ4  

♣Q10865

Teams ♠KQ5  

♥K109  

♦Q3  

♣KJ742

♠A6  

♥AQJ842  

♦10952  

♣A

♠9874  

♥653  

♦K876  

♣93

Advanced

 Bridge Andrew Robson

F U N F A I R J O B S
O A T E A A
O D D T I G E R I S H
T I E I S H
F O R U M M A R T I N I
A P E O S T
U P P I T Y T A C T I C
L R E R D H
T W A D D L E W I T C H
S I V O R I
A R M C H A I R A R K
I O M K C E

D E A R P A S T E U R

Sudoku 15,345

Killer 9756

Sudoku 15,346

Killer 9757

Sudoku 15,347

Quick Cryptic 2820

KenKen 6351

Codeword 5359

1 Ouija
2 Ghost
3 Spectre
4 Haunted
5 Presence

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions



Fill the grid so that
every column, every
row and every 3x3
box contains the
digits 1 to 9. 5 4 8 6

8 4 6 1
4 7

1 2 3 6 5
9 2

1 4 5 7
2 6 3 8

3
5 4 3

1 8 9
1 2 8 5
9 5 6 2

6 7
2 3 7 5

8 2
3 6 9
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Sudoku Mild No 9138 Fiendish No 9139 Super fiendish No 9140

MindGames
29.06.17

Word watch
by Josephine
Balmer
Fichu
a A shawl
b Llama wool
c A photographic
record

Vaquero
a Dull
b A cowboy
c A meandering
question

Lehenga
a A stone circle
b A dance
c A skirt
Answers on page 15

1 2 7
3 8 4

6 9 8
5 6 4

2 4 7 5
9 7 2

4 1 6
5 4 1

3 6 9
Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 322 5005
before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s puzzles. Calls cost 75p
plus your telephone company’s network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The Times Daily Quiz by Olav Bjortomt

x xxxxx

Answers on page 15

The Times Sudoku Championship 2017
This week we launch The Times Sudoku
Championship 2017. This is your chance to
compete against thousands of other Sudoku
enthusiasts to win £1,000 and be declared The
Times Sudoku champion for 2017. Runners-up
will receive £200 for second place and £100 for
third place. A qualifying puzzle will be
published every day this week (Monday to
Friday) and the 20 fastest solvers for each
puzzle will be invited to compete at The Times
Sudoku Championship on Saturday, September
23 in London. On finals day, all entrants will
compete in two preliminary sessions for one of
12 places in the afternoon final.
Contestants should complete the

qualification puzzle against the clock. Send in
the completed puzzle with your contact details:
name, address, telephone number and email
address. Be sure to note the time taken on the
entry form, otherwise it will not be valid.
Entry is free but contestants who qualify and

accept their place in the final will be required
to pay a £25 entry fee.
All entries must be postmarked by Friday,

July 7. Contestants can enter each day, ie, up
to five times. All entrants will be notified of the
status of their entry by Friday, July 28.
Solutions will be published on Monday, July 10.

The Times Quick Cryptic No 863 by Flamande
Across
1 Potato chips ultimately

followed by dessert (4)
4 Slash cost of delicate material?

(8)
8 Form of classical language got

Linda confused (3,5)
9 A teachers’ union recalled one

in school? (4)
10 Legendary creature still seen

to west of island (4)
11 Colonists, people who pay

their debts? (8)
12 Type of play broadcast at once

(3-3)
14 American composer

responsible for Hair? (6)
16 Secret fascination of Miss

Wood, we hear (8)
18 Portion of corn served with

soft fruit (4)
19 Vehicle returned at eleven (4)
20 A box containing copper?

Absolutely right (8)
22 Money to be made in half-

term holiday (8)
23 Unwell, and so weak in the

end (4)

Down
2 Important part of diet for

adolescent, it’s said (7)
3 Group of model Hindus found

here? (5)
4 Allow any number to ignore

period of fasting (3)
5 Policeman’s list of wrongdoers?

(9)
6 Dog hunting vermin traps

large snake (7)
7 Cosmetic contained in

compact, one realises (5)
11 Class having old-fashioned aid

for technical drawing (3,6)
13 One enthralled by a celebrated

English dancer (7)
15 Resilient characters from

Castile (7)
17 Long period of time before

noon (5)
18 Dad taking teacher around

European capital (5)
21 Initially censor’s unlikely to

make excisions (3)
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8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

Qualifying puzzle No 4

Title/Name

Address

Time Taken

Telephone Number

Email

Times Newspapers Limited, publishers of The Times and The Sunday Times,
will keep you informed about special offers, promotions and information that
may be of interest to you. Please tick here if you do not want to receive these .

Your information will be used in accordance with our Privacy Policy which can
be found at www.newsprivacy.co.uk.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Entries for all preliminary puzzles must be
postmarked by Friday, July 7, 2017. Over 18 residents of the UK and ROI only.
One entry per person. The finalists will be the 20 fastest correct entries received
for each puzzle by the Promoter, excluding finalists selected from a previous
puzzle. In addition, the eight finalists from the 2016 finals will be given free
qualifying places for the 2017 championship. Promoter is Times Newspapers
Ltd.Not open to staff of thePromoter andpromotional partner or their families.
Entrants may enter each qualification puzzle, but only one entry per puzzle.
Entrants must state the time it took to solve the puzzle. Only published
qualification puzzles will be accepted as entries. Finals entrants will be notified
before July 28, 2017 andmust confirm their place accordingly. All finalists must
comply with the terms and conditions of the day. The winner will be the fastest
contestant to solve all four puzzles correctly in the grand final. Therewill be two
runners-up. The winner receives a trophy and a cheque for £1,000 and the
runners-up receive £200 for second place and £100 for third place. Amaximum
of 3000 entries will be accepted across all five qualifying puzzles. Finalists will
be responsible for their travel, accommodation and other expenses. Full T&Cs
are available at http://bit.ly/2rCSRbu

Send your entries to:

The Times Sudoku Championship
PO Box 7778
Colchester CO2 8WH

Yesterday’s solution is on page 15
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TRAIN TRACKS

CODEWORD

FUTOSHIKI

SUDOKU

Yesterday’s solutions
SAMURAI

KILLER

SUKO

Solutions in 
Monday’s Times2

Mini 
Sudoku
Fill in the grid so that 
every column, every 
row and every 3x2 
box contains the 
digits 1 to 6

Codeword
Every letter in the 
crossword-style grid, 
right, is represented by 
a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the 
alphabet appears in 
the grid at least once. 
Use the letters already 
provided to work out 
the identity of further 
letters. Enter letters in 
the main grid and the 
smaller reference grid 
until all 26 letters of 
the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper 
nouns are excluded.

Suko

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in 
the spaces so that the 
number in each circle is 
equal to the sum of the four 
surrounding spaces, and 
each colour total is correct

1 4 5
1 2
1

1 4 6
3 4 1
2 5 3 6

Fill each grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 
Where the puzzles overlap, the rows and columns do not go beyond their usual length.

Every day, Monday to Thursday, a page of extra 
puzzles to give your brain an extended workout
Samurai medium

Sudoku difficult

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of 
cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target 
number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells 
joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Killer deadly

Train Tracks
Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 
from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight sections and curved sections. The 
track cannot cross itself.

Futoshiki
Fill the blank squares so that every row and 
column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 
once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (>) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it.

Solve Times puzzles interactively with 
same-day solutions at thetimes.com

MINI 
SUDOKU
1 4
3 4 6 1
1 6
4 2
6 1 3 5

3 6

5 6 2 3
2 5
5 2 4 3
6 3 5 1
4 2
2 5 1 4
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Lockdown puzzlesBrain boost puzzles



Fill the grid so that
every column, every
row and every 3x3
box contains the
digits 1 to 9. 5 4 8 6

8 4 6 1
4 7

1 2 3 6 5
9 2

1 4 5 7
2 6 3 8

3
5 4 3

1 8 9
1 2 8 5
9 5 6 2

6 7
2 3 7 5

8 2
3 6 9
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M
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Sudoku Mild No 9138 Fiendish No 9139 Super fiendish No 9140

MindGames
29.06.17

Word watch
by Josephine
Balmer
Fichu
a A shawl
b Llama wool
c A photographic
record

Vaquero
a Dull
b A cowboy
c A meandering
question

Lehenga
a A stone circle
b A dance
c A skirt
Answers on page 15

1 2 7
3 8 4

6 9 8
5 6 4

2 4 7 5
9 7 2

4 1 6
5 4 1

3 6 9
Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 322 5005
before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s puzzles. Calls cost 75p
plus your telephone company’s network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The Times Daily Quiz by Olav Bjortomt

x xxxxx

Answers on page 15

The Times Sudoku Championship 2017
This week we launch The Times Sudoku
Championship 2017. This is your chance to
compete against thousands of other Sudoku
enthusiasts to win £1,000 and be declared The
Times Sudoku champion for 2017. Runners-up
will receive £200 for second place and £100 for
third place. A qualifying puzzle will be
published every day this week (Monday to
Friday) and the 20 fastest solvers for each
puzzle will be invited to compete at The Times
Sudoku Championship on Saturday, September
23 in London. On finals day, all entrants will
compete in two preliminary sessions for one of
12 places in the afternoon final.
Contestants should complete the

qualification puzzle against the clock. Send in
the completed puzzle with your contact details:
name, address, telephone number and email
address. Be sure to note the time taken on the
entry form, otherwise it will not be valid.
Entry is free but contestants who qualify and

accept their place in the final will be required
to pay a £25 entry fee.
All entries must be postmarked by Friday,

July 7. Contestants can enter each day, ie, up
to five times. All entrants will be notified of the
status of their entry by Friday, July 28.
Solutions will be published on Monday, July 10.

The Times Quick Cryptic No 863 by Flamande
Across
1 Potato chips ultimately

followed by dessert (4)
4 Slash cost of delicate material?

(8)
8 Form of classical language got

Linda confused (3,5)
9 A teachers’ union recalled one

in school? (4)
10 Legendary creature still seen

to west of island (4)
11 Colonists, people who pay

their debts? (8)
12 Type of play broadcast at once

(3-3)
14 American composer

responsible for Hair? (6)
16 Secret fascination of Miss

Wood, we hear (8)
18 Portion of corn served with

soft fruit (4)
19 Vehicle returned at eleven (4)
20 A box containing copper?

Absolutely right (8)
22 Money to be made in half-

term holiday (8)
23 Unwell, and so weak in the

end (4)

Down
2 Important part of diet for

adolescent, it’s said (7)
3 Group of model Hindus found

here? (5)
4 Allow any number to ignore

period of fasting (3)
5 Policeman’s list of wrongdoers?

(9)
6 Dog hunting vermin traps

large snake (7)
7 Cosmetic contained in

compact, one realises (5)
11 Class having old-fashioned aid

for technical drawing (3,6)
13 One enthralled by a celebrated

English dancer (7)
15 Resilient characters from

Castile (7)
17 Long period of time before

noon (5)
18 Dad taking teacher around

European capital (5)
21 Initially censor’s unlikely to

make excisions (3)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

Qualifying puzzle No 4

Title/Name

Address

Time Taken

Telephone Number

Email

Times Newspapers Limited, publishers of The Times and The Sunday Times,
will keep you informed about special offers, promotions and information that
may be of interest to you. Please tick here if you do not want to receive these .

Your information will be used in accordance with our Privacy Policy which can
be found at www.newsprivacy.co.uk.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Entries for all preliminary puzzles must be
postmarked by Friday, July 7, 2017. Over 18 residents of the UK and ROI only.
One entry per person. The finalists will be the 20 fastest correct entries received
for each puzzle by the Promoter, excluding finalists selected from a previous
puzzle. In addition, the eight finalists from the 2016 finals will be given free
qualifying places for the 2017 championship. Promoter is Times Newspapers
Ltd.Not open to staff of thePromoter andpromotional partner or their families.
Entrants may enter each qualification puzzle, but only one entry per puzzle.
Entrants must state the time it took to solve the puzzle. Only published
qualification puzzles will be accepted as entries. Finals entrants will be notified
before July 28, 2017 andmust confirm their place accordingly. All finalists must
comply with the terms and conditions of the day. The winner will be the fastest
contestant to solve all four puzzles correctly in the grand final. Therewill be two
runners-up. The winner receives a trophy and a cheque for £1,000 and the
runners-up receive £200 for second place and £100 for third place. Amaximum
of 3000 entries will be accepted across all five qualifying puzzles. Finalists will
be responsible for their travel, accommodation and other expenses. Full T&Cs
are available at http://bit.ly/2rCSRbu

Send your entries to:

The Times Sudoku Championship
PO Box 7778
Colchester CO2 8WH

Yesterday’s solution is on page 15
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1 2
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Fill each grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 
Where the puzzles overlap, the rows and columns do not go beyond their usual length.

Every day, Monday to Thursday, a page of extra 
puzzles to give your brain an extended workout
Samurai medium

Sudoku difficult

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of 
cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target 
number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells 
joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Killer deadly

Train Tracks
Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 
from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight sections and curved sections. The 
track cannot cross itself.

Futoshiki
Fill the blank squares so that every row and 
column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 
once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (>) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it.

Solve Times puzzles interactively with 
same-day solutions at thetimes.com

MINI 
SUDOKU
1 4
3 4 6 1
1 6
4 2
6 1 3 5

3 6

5 6 2 3
2 5
5 2 4 3
6 3 5 1
4 2
2 5 1 4
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Fill the grid so that
every column, every
row and every 3x3
box contains the
digits 1 to 9. 5 4 8 6
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3
5 4 3

1 8 9
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9 5 6 2

6 7
2 3 7 5

8 2
3 6 9
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Sudoku Mild No 9138 Fiendish No 9139 Super fiendish No 9140

MindGames
29.06.17

Word watch
by Josephine
Balmer
Fichu
a A shawl
b Llama wool
c A photographic
record

Vaquero
a Dull
b A cowboy
c A meandering
question

Lehenga
a A stone circle
b A dance
c A skirt
Answers on page 15

1 2 7
3 8 4

6 9 8
5 6 4

2 4 7 5
9 7 2

4 1 6
5 4 1

3 6 9
Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 322 5005
before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s puzzles. Calls cost 75p
plus your telephone company’s network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The Times Daily Quiz by Olav Bjortomt

x xxxxx

Answers on page 15

The Times Sudoku Championship 2017
This week we launch The Times Sudoku
Championship 2017. This is your chance to
compete against thousands of other Sudoku
enthusiasts to win £1,000 and be declared The
Times Sudoku champion for 2017. Runners-up
will receive £200 for second place and £100 for
third place. A qualifying puzzle will be
published every day this week (Monday to
Friday) and the 20 fastest solvers for each
puzzle will be invited to compete at The Times
Sudoku Championship on Saturday, September
23 in London. On finals day, all entrants will
compete in two preliminary sessions for one of
12 places in the afternoon final.
Contestants should complete the

qualification puzzle against the clock. Send in
the completed puzzle with your contact details:
name, address, telephone number and email
address. Be sure to note the time taken on the
entry form, otherwise it will not be valid.
Entry is free but contestants who qualify and

accept their place in the final will be required
to pay a £25 entry fee.
All entries must be postmarked by Friday,

July 7. Contestants can enter each day, ie, up
to five times. All entrants will be notified of the
status of their entry by Friday, July 28.
Solutions will be published on Monday, July 10.

The Times Quick Cryptic No 863 by Flamande
Across
1 Potato chips ultimately

followed by dessert (4)
4 Slash cost of delicate material?

(8)
8 Form of classical language got

Linda confused (3,5)
9 A teachers’ union recalled one

in school? (4)
10 Legendary creature still seen

to west of island (4)
11 Colonists, people who pay

their debts? (8)
12 Type of play broadcast at once

(3-3)
14 American composer

responsible for Hair? (6)
16 Secret fascination of Miss

Wood, we hear (8)
18 Portion of corn served with

soft fruit (4)
19 Vehicle returned at eleven (4)
20 A box containing copper?

Absolutely right (8)
22 Money to be made in half-

term holiday (8)
23 Unwell, and so weak in the

end (4)

Down
2 Important part of diet for

adolescent, it’s said (7)
3 Group of model Hindus found

here? (5)
4 Allow any number to ignore

period of fasting (3)
5 Policeman’s list of wrongdoers?

(9)
6 Dog hunting vermin traps

large snake (7)
7 Cosmetic contained in

compact, one realises (5)
11 Class having old-fashioned aid

for technical drawing (3,6)
13 One enthralled by a celebrated

English dancer (7)
15 Resilient characters from

Castile (7)
17 Long period of time before

noon (5)
18 Dad taking teacher around

European capital (5)
21 Initially censor’s unlikely to

make excisions (3)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

Qualifying puzzle No 4

Title/Name

Address

Time Taken

Telephone Number

Email

Times Newspapers Limited, publishers of The Times and The Sunday Times,
will keep you informed about special offers, promotions and information that
may be of interest to you. Please tick here if you do not want to receive these .

Your information will be used in accordance with our Privacy Policy which can
be found at www.newsprivacy.co.uk.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Entries for all preliminary puzzles must be
postmarked by Friday, July 7, 2017. Over 18 residents of the UK and ROI only.
One entry per person. The finalists will be the 20 fastest correct entries received
for each puzzle by the Promoter, excluding finalists selected from a previous
puzzle. In addition, the eight finalists from the 2016 finals will be given free
qualifying places for the 2017 championship. Promoter is Times Newspapers
Ltd.Not open to staff of thePromoter andpromotional partner or their families.
Entrants may enter each qualification puzzle, but only one entry per puzzle.
Entrants must state the time it took to solve the puzzle. Only published
qualification puzzles will be accepted as entries. Finals entrants will be notified
before July 28, 2017 andmust confirm their place accordingly. All finalists must
comply with the terms and conditions of the day. The winner will be the fastest
contestant to solve all four puzzles correctly in the grand final. Therewill be two
runners-up. The winner receives a trophy and a cheque for £1,000 and the
runners-up receive £200 for second place and £100 for third place. Amaximum
of 3000 entries will be accepted across all five qualifying puzzles. Finalists will
be responsible for their travel, accommodation and other expenses. Full T&Cs
are available at http://bit.ly/2rCSRbu

Send your entries to:

The Times Sudoku Championship
PO Box 7778
Colchester CO2 8WH

Yesterday’s solution is on page 15
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Your weekday brain boost
More 

puzzles
Pages 14-16

TRAIN TRACKS

CODEWORD

FUTOSHIKI

SUDOKU

Yesterday’s solutions
SAMURAI

KILLER

SUKO

Solutions in 
Monday’s Times2

Mini 
Sudoku
Fill in the grid so that 
every column, every 
row and every 3x2 
box contains the 
digits 1 to 6

Codeword
Every letter in the 
crossword-style grid, 
right, is represented by 
a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the 
alphabet appears in 
the grid at least once. 
Use the letters already 
provided to work out 
the identity of further 
letters. Enter letters in 
the main grid and the 
smaller reference grid 
until all 26 letters of 
the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper 
nouns are excluded.

Suko

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in 
the spaces so that the 
number in each circle is 
equal to the sum of the four 
surrounding spaces, and 
each colour total is correct

1 4 5
1 2
1

1 4 6
3 4 1
2 5 3 6

Fill each grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 
Where the puzzles overlap, the rows and columns do not go beyond their usual length.

Every day, Monday to Thursday, a page of extra 
puzzles to give your brain an extended workout
Samurai medium

Sudoku difficult

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of 
cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target 
number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells 
joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Killer deadly

Train Tracks
Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 
from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight sections and curved sections. The 
track cannot cross itself.

Futoshiki
Fill the blank squares so that every row and 
column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 
once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (>) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it.

Solve Times puzzles interactively with 
same-day solutions at thetimes.com

MINI 
SUDOKU
1 4
3 4 6 1
1 6
4 2
6 1 3 5

3 6

5 6 2 3
2 5
5 2 4 3
6 3 5 1
4 2
2 5 1 4

Lockdown puzzles
10 Thursday October 31 2024 | the times

times2

Your weekday brain boost
More 

puzzles
Pages 14-16

TRAIN TRACKS

CODEWORD

FUTOSHIKI

SUDOKU

Yesterday’s solutions
SAMURAI

KILLER

SUKO

Solutions in 
Monday’s Times2

Mini 
Sudoku
Fill in the grid so that 
every column, every 
row and every 3x2 
box contains the 
digits 1 to 6

Codeword
Every letter in the 
crossword-style grid, 
right, is represented by 
a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the 
alphabet appears in 
the grid at least once. 
Use the letters already 
provided to work out 
the identity of further 
letters. Enter letters in 
the main grid and the 
smaller reference grid 
until all 26 letters of 
the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper 
nouns are excluded.

Suko

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in 
the spaces so that the 
number in each circle is 
equal to the sum of the four 
surrounding spaces, and 
each colour total is correct

1 4 5
1 2
1

1 4 6
3 4 1
2 5 3 6

Fill each grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 
Where the puzzles overlap, the rows and columns do not go beyond their usual length.

Every day, Monday to Thursday, a page of extra 
puzzles to give your brain an extended workout
Samurai medium

Sudoku difficult

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of 
cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target 
number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells 
joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Killer deadly

Train Tracks
Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 
from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight sections and curved sections. The 
track cannot cross itself.

Futoshiki
Fill the blank squares so that every row and 
column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 
once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (>) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it.

Solve Times puzzles interactively with 
same-day solutions at thetimes.com

MINI 
SUDOKU
1 4
3 4 6 1
1 6
4 2
6 1 3 5

3 6

5 6 2 3
2 5
5 2 4 3
6 3 5 1
4 2
2 5 1 4

Brain boost puzzles
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