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In what The Hindu called (https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/wikipedia-suspends-access-to-ani-defamation
-case-page-following-delhi-hc-order/article68778075.ece) "the first instance of an English Wikipedia article being
taken down by the foundation in the encyclopedia's history"...

WP:BLACKLOCK

Asian News International vs. Wikimedia Foundation

Asian News International

Wikipedia in India

Censorship of Wikipedia

Contempt of court in India

Wikipedia:Articles for deletion/Asian News International vs. Wikimedia Foundation

Deletion of articles on Wikipedia

Litigation involving the Wikimedia Foundation

Talk:Asian_News_International#Lawsuit_article_removed

Wikipedia:Village_pump_(WMF)#The_Asian_News_International_vs._Wikimedia_Foundation_situation

See prior Signpost coverage (October), prior Signpost coverage (September), prior Signpost coverage (July)

recommended, general interest, Maamla Legal Hai for anyone who wants to see pop-culture

fictional representation of Indian legal system

Wikipedia's co-founder, Jimmy Wales, had this to say to the community:

Hi everyone, I spoke to the team at the WMF yesterday afternoon in a quick meeting of the board.
Although I've been around Internet legal issues for a long time, it's important to note that I am not a
lawyer and that I am not here speaking for the WMF nor the board as a whole. I'm speaking personally
as a Wikipedian. As you might expect, it's pretty limited as to what people are able to say at this point,
and unwise to give too many details. However, I can tell you that I went into the call initially very
skeptical of the idea of even temporarily taking down this page and I was persuaded very quickly by a
single fact that changed my mind: if we did not comply with this order, we would lose the possibility to
appeal and the consequences would be dire in terms of achieving our ultimate goals here. For those who
are concerned that this is somehow the WMF giving in on the principles that we all hold so dear, don't
worry. I heard from the WMF quite strong moral and legal support for doing the right thing here - and
that includes going through the process in the right way. Prior to the call, I thought that the consequence
would just be a block of Wikipedia by the Indian government. While that's never a good thing, it's
always been something we're prepared to accept in order to stand for freedom of expression. We were
blocked in Turkey for 3 years or so, and fought all the way to the Supreme Court and won. Nothing has
changed about our principles. The difference in this case is that the short term legal requirements in
order to not wreck the long term chance of victory made this a necessary step. My understanding is that
the WMF has consulted with fellow traveler human rights and freedom of expression groups who have
supported that we should do everything we can to win this battle for the long run, as opposed to
petulantly refusing to do something today. I hope these words are reassuring to those who may have had
some concerns!--Jimbo Wales (talk) 09:13, 21 October 2024 (UTC)
Wikipedia:Village_pump_(WMF)#The_Asian_News_International_vs._Wikimedia_Foundation_situation

alternative quote formatting

Hi everyone, I spoke to the team at the WMF yesterday afternoon in a quick meeting of the board. Although
I've been around Internet legal issues for a long time, it's important to note that I am not a lawyer and that I
am not here speaking for the WMF nor the board as a whole. I'm speaking personally as a Wikipedian. As you
might expect, it's pretty limited as to what people are able to say at this point, and unwise to give too many
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details. However, I can tell you that I went into the call initially very skeptical of the idea of even temporarily
taking down this page and I was persuaded very quickly by a single fact that changed my mind: if we did not
comply with this order, we would lose the possibility to appeal and the consequences would be dire in terms
of achieving our ultimate goals here. For those who are concerned that this is somehow the WMF giving in on
the principles that we all hold so dear, don't worry. I heard from the WMF quite strong moral and legal
support for doing the right thing here - and that includes going through the process in the right way. Prior to
the call, I thought that the consequence would just be a block of Wikipedia by the Indian government. While
that's never a good thing, it's always been something we're prepared to accept in order to stand for freedom of
expression. We were blocked in Turkey for 3 years or so, and fought all the way to the Supreme Court and
won. Nothing has changed about our principles. The difference in this case is that the short term legal
requirements in order to not wreck the long term chance of victory made this a necessary step. My
understanding is that the WMF has consulted with fellow traveler human rights and freedom of expression
groups who have supported that we should do everything we can to win this battle for the long run, as
opposed to petulantly refusing to do something today. I hope these words are reassuring to those who may
have had some concerns!

— Jimbo Wales at Wikipedia:Village pump (WMF) § The Asian News International vs. Wikimedia
Foundation situation (09:13, 21 October 2024 (UTC))

In a tweet (https://x.com/lawbarandbench/status/1845710361821069711) by India-based news media Bar and
Bench it appears that WMF's counsel said "We could share names in sealed cover and preserve anonymity" we
assume they mean not actual names but other technical information on editors of the blanked article to satisfy the
court demand.

Pertinent links

Phase I - Proposal 16 and Proposal 16c

Phase II - Wikipedia:Requests for adminship/2024 review/Phase II/Administrator recall

a request for comments - RFC to confirm Phase II consensus

WP:RECALL - Recall as a policy page

The first recall was initiated soon after the RfC was marked as adopted (Special:Permalink/1253547916 /
Special:Permalink/1253758891)

Summarise meta:Wikimedia Foundation Bulletin/2024/10-02

Comment these items out if something happens.

Milestones: The following Wikimedia projects have

reached milestones: TKTK

Articles for Improvement: This week's Article for Improvement is TKTK. Please be bold in helping

improve this article!

Admin Recall is now policy

News from WMF

Brief notes
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I'm not convinced we should publish this before the court makes a decision on the defamation case, but for the sake of
accuracy: that tweet is from October 14 and refers to editors of Asian News International, apparently those editing it in 2020,
not to the editors of ANI vs. WFM, which was created a couple weeks ago and blanked on the 21st. Valereee (talk) 11:27, 23
October 2024 (UTC)

Well, in a sense it's published already. How the court sees it is of course anyone's guess. Gråbergs Gråa
Sång (talk) 12:39, 23 October 2024 (UTC)

My primary point was that the court isn't seeking info on the editors of the blanked article. They're
seeking info on editors of the Asian News International article. The article is simply inaccurate on that.
I've struck the word blanked, hoping someone will understand what I'm talking about. Valereee (talk)
18:34, 25 October 2024 (UTC)

@Valereee That's correct. — hako9 (talk) 19:08, 25 October 2024 (UTC)

Appreciate the interest but want folks to know that this will be blanked sometime. We really should have pre-publication
discussions at WP:NEWSROOM. ☆ Bri (talk) 19:24, 25 October 2024 (UTC)

The page asks for comments. The comments section points here. How are we to know where to comment?
Valereee (talk) 20:41, 25 October 2024 (UTC)

When you edit the page prior to publication, the Wikipedia:Wikipedia Signpost/Templates/Use
newsroom editnotice should appear. Sorry if you missed it. ☆ Bri (talk) 21:09, 25 October 2024 (UTC)
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