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New user scripts to customise your Wikipedia
experience

SkinSwitcher[1] (source) by User:Eizzen –

Allows users to view pages in any of the

seven available skins (Vector, MonoBook,

Modern, CologneBlue, Minerva,

MinervaNeue, and ApiOutput)

AutoPurge[2] (source) by User:Eizzen –

Similar to standard null edit/purge buttons,

this script automatically purges certain

cache problem pages listed in a user-

defined window.AutoPurgePages
variable array.

Display Contributions[3] (source) by

User:Mvolz – Displays your edit count next

to Contributions link in the top bar.

PageCreator[4] (source) by User:Eizzen –

Displays information about a page's

creator and links to the first revision of the

page.

LastEditor[5] (source) by User:Eizzen –

Provides links to user, talk and contribs

pages of page's last editor, and additionally

Flow restarted; Wikidata connection notifications
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provides a "diff" link, minor edit marker,

and summary of the edit in question.

DiffOnly[6] (source) by User:Mr. Stradivarius

– Adds "diff only" links to diff pages, and

optionally to history pages, recent

changes, and the watchlist. Diff-only pages

load quickly, so are useful for tasks that

involve trawling through lots of diffs.

New gadget

Xtools ArticleInfo[7] (source) – Show

statistics about a page in real-time, just

below the page header.

Newly approved bot tasks

RonBot (task 2) – Reduce just the GIF files

in Category:Wikipedia non-free file size

reduction requests.

FA RotBot (task approval) – A bot-

triggering-bot. FA RotBot will tell

InternetArchiveBot to run on a list of

Featured Articles on a regular schedule.

Latest tech news from the Wikimedia
technical community: 2017 #37 & #38. Please
tell other users about these changes. Not all
changes will affect you. Translations are
available on Meta.

Recent changes

You can get a notification when a page

you created is connected to a Wikidata

item. You can choose to get these

notifications in your preferences. Some

wikis already had this option. It is now

available on all wikis. [1] (https://phabri

cator.wikimedia.org/T142102)

The Newsletter extension is now on

mediawiki.org. The newsletter

extension is for newsletters where you
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can subscribe by getting a notification

when a new issue has been published.

It will come to more wikis later. [2] (http

s://lists.wikimedia.org/pipermail/wikitec

h-l/2017-September/088714.html)

The Linter extension helps you find technical errors in articles. There is now a new

high-priority category: tidy-whitespace-bug. This usually affects templates with

horizontal lists. You can read more about using Linter and the Tidy whitespace bug.

[3] (https://phabricator.wikimedia.org/T173096)

You can now see contributions from an IP range at Special:Contributions. Before you

could only see contributions from single IP addresses. Some older contributions

from IP ranges could be missing at first because it will take some time to add them.

[4] (https://phabricator.wikimedia.org/T175105)[5] (https://phabricator.wikimedia.org/

T163562)

Flow has been re-scoped to become Structured Discussions and the development

has restarted. Phabricator projects and repositories have been renamed. [6] (https://

phabricator.wikimedia.org/T167928)

 OOjs UI will be updated. This could affect some icons. You can read more about

the changes (https://lists.wikimedia.org/pipermail/wikitech-l/2017-September/08871

1.html).

Problems

Tech News 2017/36 reported about new filters for edit review coming to watchlists.

This was planned to happen September 12, but was delayed by a week. [7] (https://p

habricator.wikimedia.org/T171030)

Future changes

You can't use OCG to create PDFs after 1 October. This is because of technical

problems. You can use Electron instead. Most PDFs are already created with

Electron. Electron will get missing features before 1 October. You can create books

but they will not have all planned features until November or December. You can

read more on mediawiki.org.

New filters for edit review are available now on recent changes as a beta feature.

Some of those filters and other features will be deployed as default features in the

coming weeks. Users will be able to opt out in their preferences. [8] (https://phabricat

or.wikimedia.org/T164489)

Tidy is being replaced on Wikimedia wikis. Editors need to fix pages that could

break. You can read the simplified instructions for editors. Some wikis have already
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switched. If your wiki would like to switch to the new format now, you can file a task

(https://phabricator.wikimedia.org/maniphest/task/edit/form/1/?projects=Parsing-Tea

m,Tidy,Wikimedia-Site-requests&title=Enable%20RemexHTML%20on%20XXwiki&pr

iority=10&parent=175706).

Further information: Wikipedia:User scripts § How to install user scripts

1. Copy the following code, click here (https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Spec
ial:MyPage/common.js&action=edit), then paste:

importScript( 'User:Eizzen/SkinSwitcher.js' ); // Backlink:
[[User:Eizzen/SkinSwitcher.js]]

2. Copy the following code, click here (https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Spec
ial:MyPage/common.js&action=edit), then paste:

importScript( 'User:Eizzen/AutoPurge.js' ); // Backlink:
[[User:Eizzen/AutoPurge.js]]

3. Copy the following code, click here (https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Spec
ial:MyPage/common.js&action=edit), then paste:

importScript( 'User:Mvolz/displayContributions.js' ); //
Backlink: [[User:Mvolz/displayContributions.js]]

4. Copy the following code, click here (https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Spec
ial:MyPage/common.js&action=edit), then paste:

importScript( 'User:Eizzen/PageCreator.js' ); // Backlink:
[[User:Eizzen/PageCreator.js]]

5. Copy the following code, click here (https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Spec
ial:MyPage/common.js&action=edit), then paste:

importScript( 'User:Eizzen/LastEditor.js' ); // Backlink:
[[User:Eizzen/LastEditor.js]]

6. Copy the following code, click here (https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Spec
ial:MyPage/common.js&action=edit), then paste:

importScript( 'User:Mr. Stradivarius/gadgets/DiffOnly.js' ); //
Backlink: [[User:Mr. Stradivarius/gadgets/DiffOnly.js]]

7. In your gadget preferences, in the "Appearance" section, check the box for XTools, then

save your preferences

← PREVIOUS "Technology report" NEXT "Technology report" →

Installation code
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+ Add a comment (https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?editintro=Wikipedia:Wikip

edia_Signpost/Templates/Comment-editnotice&title=Wikipedia_talk:Wikipedia_Sig

npost/2017-09-25/Technology_report&action=edit&preload=Wikipedia:Signpost/Te

mplates/Signpost-article-comments-end/preload)
THESE COMMENTS ARE AUTOMATICALLY TRANSCLUDED FROM THIS ARTICLE'S TALK PAGE. TO FOLLOW
COMMENTS, ADD THE PAGE TO YOUR WATCHLIST (HTTPS://EN.WIKIPEDIA.ORG/W/INDEX.PHP?TITLE=WIKIPEDIA
_TALK:WIKIPEDIA_SIGNPOST/2017-09-25/TECHNOLOGY_REPORT&ACTION=WATCH). IF YOUR COMMENT HAS
NOT APPEARED HERE, YOU CAN TRY .

Glad to see Xtools back up CZAR  02:33, 25 September 2017 (UTC)

When are they going to fix that annoying "Content Translation"? Every time I open a blank
page on the Dutch Wikipedia that pop-up shows up. But I have switched off the option in
Monobook-skin... The Banner talk  09:37, 25 September 2017 (UTC)

I wish the WMF would wake up to the fact that it's not a tech company. Sadly, even after
watching Flow fail, they persist with this structured conversations nonsense. It's proof they
really don't care. Chris Troutman (talk) 00:14, 27 September 2017 (UTC)

Really pleased that Flow / Structured Discussions is being worked on again. Flow was a
brilliant starting point but needed a bit more work to cover all the use cases. It, or something
like it, is sorely needed. Editing wikitext directly needs to become a thing of the past.
WaggersTALK 10:26, 29 September 2017 (UTC)
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