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In the newsIn the news

By Enochlau

Wikipedia breeds 'unwitting trust' says IT professor
(http://www.computerworld.com.au/index.php/id;18
28979092) - Deakin University associate professor
Sharman Lichtenstein believes that the increasing
use of Wikipedia creates blind trust in information,
to the detriment of valuable knowledge and expert
opinion. She says that Australians already disrespect
intellectuals and academics, but she asks us to
consider whether we would use a trained brain
surgeon or a student who has just read Wikipedia for
brain surgery. She notes that Wikipedia prides itself
on being built by groups of lay citizens, and experts
are unlikely to contribute anyway because they
would expect to be paid. Credibility of Wikipedia
articles is questioned because of the formation of
"elite" editors and administrators, a trend that has
caused growing dissatisfaction with Wikipedia's
editorial process, leading others to create
competitors to Wikipedia.

Other recent mentions in the online media include:

Wikipedia's Zealots (http://network.national
post.com/np/blogs/fpcomment/archive/200
8/04/12/wikipedia-s-zealots-solomon.aspx)
- An editor who receives personal
communication about a scientist's views on
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global warming edits Wikipedia to include
these communications but is reverted by
other editors.
Scientific citations in Wikipedia (http://www
2.imm.dtu.dk/~fn/Nielsen2007Scientific.htm
l) - The pattern of citations on Wikipedia is
compared with the Journal Citation
Reports, which counts journal citations;
Wikipedia is increasingly using structured
citation markup.
David Shankbone with Colleen Asper (htt
p://www.brooklynrail.org/2008/04/books/da
vid-shankbone-with-colleen-asper), an
interview with User:David Shankbone in
New York City literary print magazine The
Brooklyn Rail about his photography and
interviews.
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THESE COMMENTS ARE AUTOMATICALLY TRANSCLUDED FROM THIS ARTICLE'S TALK PAGE. TO FOLLOW
COMMENTS, ADD THE PAGE TO YOUR WATCHLIST (HTTPS://EN.WIKIPEDIA.ORG/W/INDEX.PHP?TITLE=WIKIPEDIA
_TALK:WIKIPEDIA_SIGNPOST/2008-04-14/IN_THE_NEWS&ACTION=WATCH). IF YOUR COMMENT HAS NOT
APPEARED HERE, YOU CAN TRY .

Re Sharman Lichtenstein: Wikipedia:Researching with Wikipedia. If academics aren't saying as much to
their students, then they aren't teaching them well. - Jmabel | Talk 20:04, 17 April 2008 (UTC)
Re "Zealots": Um...Lawrence Solomon's (LS's) grasp of the article history (a topic which is very easy to
figure out given how self-evident it is) is extremely weak. (1) He looks at the history and thinks that
User:Tabletop is the same user as User:KimDabelsteinPetersen? You don't even need a brain to see that
Tabletop was just a random editor who happened to fix one small typo a week before the edit war that LS
discusses. When KDP reverted to the last version by Tabletop, that had NOTHING to do with Tabletop
being deeply involved in a climate science debate. (2) Also, LS seemed to think that the phrase "Reverted to
revision 198494083 by Tabletop" meant that Tabletop was responsible for the article's entire content. LS
started railing about how "Tabletop's changes claim to represent Peiser's views". Tabletop had NOTHING
to do with any of the climate content, as anyone with half a brain could tell by perusing the history. He was
just passing through, fixing one typo. (3) LS writes in a published column that he doesn't know if KDP is a
he or a she, yet right on KDP's user page it says "This user is male." When I started reading LS's column, I
was thinking, "Wow, this KDP person must be so wrongheaded; poor LS for being reverted; poor
Wikipedia for being hijacked by zealots." By the time I realized how many stupid mistakes LS had made, of
the type that don't even require much common sense or knowledge of Wikipedia, I was thinking, "Why
would I believe any climate science coming from someone so mistake-prone"? 72.94.230.117 (talk) 21:23,
21 April 2008 (UTC)

Straw man/Ad hominem--Thinboy00 @703, i.e. 15:51, 22 April 2008 (UTC)
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