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INTERNATIONAL EDUCATIMN YEAR

Note by the Secrectary-General

1. In his note of 2% September 1968 on the International Fducation Year (A/T7239),
the Secretary-General informed the @General Assembly that he would report furiher

on the subject during the twenty-third sessicn on the basis of his continuing
censultations with the specialized agencics and the resolution which the General
Conference of UNESCC might adopt.

2. At its meeting in October 1668, the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination
(ACC) expressed warm support for the objectives and modes of action for the
International Education Year and noted that most of the orsanizaticns of the

United Nations system had already conveyed bo UNESCO indications of their blans.
Thege varied congidersbly in nsture and geope, ranging from the development of new
ideas and methods in cducation and voeationsl training (IL0) to the preparation

of navigational manuals {IMCO) and including intensification of training of middle
and higher level pergonnel in specialized Tields (ICAC, WMO) and the possibility
of concerted action between educational and health authorities (WHO) as well as
verious projects designed to assist refugees (UNHCR, UNRWA) to promote human rights
and access of women and youth to education (United Naticns, UNICEF) and generally
the development of human resources, particularly in rural areas (FAC). ACC was
inTormed that the newly created Centre for Leonomic and Social Information at
United Nations Headquarters would devote specizl attention to this prograrme and
would take measures, in co-ordination with UNDP, UNCTAD and with the various

United Nations divisiong concerned, to disseminate information on the International
Education Year. The importance of identifying specific tasks which would

involve the man in the street in the programme wss stressed.
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3. As regards the United Wations itself, ACC was informed that after an Initial
review of work programmes of the United Nations in the eccnomic, social and

human rights field, a number of projects and aclivitieg which might have a direct
bearing on a concerbed prograrme for the Internaticnal Educaticn Year had slready
been identified. TFull account has been taken of thes propesals contained in the
document for the UNESCQ General Conference on Tnternational Education Year.

A particularly helpful feature of the document is fhat it conteins & list of
propogsed objectives subseguently endorsed by the UNESCC General Conference which
served as points of relerence Tor identifying studies and operational and other
activities of the United Nations work progremme vhich are relevant to
International Dducation Year. Related aspects in the field of human rights will
be included. Tt is alsc expected that some sssistance will he received Lrom the
regional economic commissions and regionel training ingtitutes. Experts in the
operational progremmeg in the field of social development have been approached
with & view to deciding how their respective projects might be linked more closely
to the Internaticnal Bducation Year programue.

L, The objectives of the International Educetion Year, the mecdes of action and
the reoles and activities of UNESCO were discussed at the General Conference of
UNESCO at its fifteenth session (15 October-20 Wovember 1968)., In a resolution
which the Conference adopted unanimcusly (see annex ), UNESCO declared its
readiness to provide the framework within which co-operation would be invited.
Member States would be invited, should the General Assembly of the United Nations
declare 1970 as International Lducalion Year, to take stock of the situation with
regpect to education in their countries and fo plan and initiate or stimalate,
studies and operational programmes that would aim at improving the conditions.
This would be carried out with particular reference to the objectives and Lhemes
adopted for special attention under the Internastilionzl Education Year. The
Director-General would agsume primary respongibility, in collaboration with the
other organizationg of the United Natione systemn, for the preparation and
execubion of an internatisnal concerted programme and would advise Member Btates
on themes and cbjectives for concerted effort in a global strategy for education
Tor the seccnd United Nations Development Decade. Specific projects provided

for in the programme snd budget of UNESCO for 1056-1970 would be oriented to the

eight ohjectives and Tour major themes proposed. The Director-General would also
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transmit to the General Assembly of the United Nations the text of the present
regolution and would report to the Genersl Conference at its sixteenth sesgion on
UNESCO! & participation in the Internaticnal Bducetion Year and the general cutcome
of the activities undertaken in that connexion.

e In accordance with the decision taken in ACC, the organizations of the
United Naticns system will meet again to discuss in specific terms, the manner

in which individually They will propose a progreame for the Internaticnal
Education Year and, subject to the views of the General Assembly, the
Secretary-General would propose to report further to the Feonomic and Social
Council at its forty-seventh session and to the Assembly at its twenty-fourth
seggion on the progress achieved by the corganizaticns of the Unhited Nations

system in preparing for the Year.
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ANNEX
INTERNATIONAL ETUCATICHN YEAR

Text of resoluticn adepted unanimcously by the General Cenference
of UNESCO

I. Menker States are invited, should the Genefal Lsgembly of the United Nablions
declare 1970 ag International Education Year:

(i) To take stock of the existing situstion in their respective countries
with respect to education in its broad senses

(ii) To initiate or stimulate studies on problems relating to improving
the gituation with particular refercnce to the objectives and themes
which will have bheen adopted for specisl attention under the
International Education Yesar;

(1i1) To encourage educational authorities, public and private, to initiate
such new activities as may be needed Tor the same purpose;

(iv) To make & special effort in order to inecrease financial resources
for educationel develcpment;

(V) To participate effectively in the international programmes to be
conducted by the United Nations system under the auspices of the
Internationsl Education Year;

(vi) Tc launch z programme of action cowbrising vractical messures for the
elimination of all forms of discrimircation and for the promotion of
equality of cpportunity and treatment in education, and to integrate

it in their educationsl development plans.

IT. The Director-General is authorirzed:

(i) To assume primary resyonsibility, in collaborétion with the other
crganizations of the United Nations sgretem and taking into account
the suggestions presented by them ag set Torth in annex IT, for the
preparation and executien of an interrcational concerted programme;

(ii) To advise memper States, in co-cperation, as appropriate, with other
agencies, bodies and organs of the United Nations system, on themes

and objectives on which they should focus their attention and
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(1ii)

(iv)

concentrate their elffeorts, so as to contribute to the Traming of &
glebal strategy for education for the second United Nations
Development Decade;

To propoge for this purpose to member States, the international
organizations of the United Nationg systen and the other governpental
and non=-governmental internaticnal organizations the fellowing

mgjor themes and obhjectives:

(a) Objectives

(i) Functional literacy for adults;
(ii) Tqual acecess of girls and women to education;
(iii) Training of middle and higher level personnel for development;
(iv) Democratization of secondary and higher education;
(v) Transition from selection to muided chelce in secondary and
higher education; _
{vi) Adaptaticn of education {both general and technical) to the
needs of the modern world, eszpeclally in rural areas;
(vii) Development of educational research;

(viii) Pre-service and in-gervice training of teachers.

(b) General concepts and practices

(ix) ZFducational technclogy - the new methods and mediag
(x) Life~long integrated education;

(xi) Reconciliation in educaticn of a spirit of tradition and
preservation of the intellectual and mersl heritage with a
spirit of renewsl;

(xii) Promoticn of ethical prineiples in education, especially
through the moral and civic education of yeouth, with a vieuw
to promoting international understanding and peace;

To orientate specific projects provided for in the Programme and Budget
for 1969-1970, such ag studies, operational programmes, regional
internatiocnal conferences and public information activities, so as <o
meke them contribute fully towards tihe realization of the above-

rentioned objectives of the Internaticnal Education Year;
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(v) To turn to account the studies conducted on the occasion of the
International Education Year for defining the principles of long-term
educational planning;

(vi) To transmit to the General Assembly of the United Nations the text
of the pregent regolution;
(vii) To report to the General Conference at its sixteenth session on
UNESCO's participation in the Internationsl Bducation Year and the

general outcome of the activities undertaken in that ccnnexion.
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