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I. INCLUSION OF THE ITEM IN THE AGENDA

1. By a note, dated 20 June 1969,l/ the Secretary-General informed the Genersal
Assembly that, pursuant rule 13 {(d) of the rules of procedure of the General
Assembly, the International Court of Justice had proposed the inclusion in the
agenda of the twenty-fcourth resular session of the General Assembly of an ltem
entitlied: |

"Amendment to Article 22 of the Statute of the Internaticral

Court of Justice (Seat of the Court) and consequential amendments

te Articles 23 and 28."
The Secretary-General's note was accompanied by an explanatory memorandum submitted
by the International Court of Justice, together with its proposals for the
amendment to the Statute and the wrltten communication from the Court to the
Secretary-General made under Article TO of the Statute of the Court. On
10 July 1969, a draft resolution, submitted by the Court, was circulated as an
addendum to the Secretary-General's note.g/ This draft resolution embodied the
amendments to Articles 22, 2% and 28 of the Statute proposed by the Court. Finally,
on 14 November 1969, a further addendum to the Secretary-General's note was

circulated, which contained a letter of T November 1969 from the President of
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the Court, addressed to the Secretary-Gensral, to which was annexed an exchange
of corregpondence between the FPresident and the Minister for Foreign Affairs

of the Netherlands znd a further memorandum by the Court.i/

2. At its 1758th plenary meeting. on 20 September 1949, the General Assembly

4/

accepted the recommendations of the General Committee— that the foregoing
item should he included in the agenda of its twenty-fourth session (item 93) and

allocated to the Sixth Committee,

ITI. PARTICIPATICN OF STATES PARTIES TC THE STATUTE OF THE

INTERENATIONAL CCURT OF JUSTICE, BUT NOT MEMBERS OF THE

UNITED NATIONZ 1IN THE rROCEDURE FOR AMENDING THE STATUTE
5. By letter dated 23 September 1969,5/ the President of the General Assembly
informed the President of the Security Council of the inclusion of agenda
item 93 in the agenda, and drew attention to article 69 of the Statute of the
International Court of Justice, under which the Security Council may recommend
to the General Assewbly provigions concerning the participation of States which
are parties to the Statute bubt are not Members of the United Hatlons in tihe
procadure for effecting amendments to the Statute.
H By letter dated 2% October 1969é/ the President of the Security Council
transmitted to the President of the General Assembly, Security Ccuncil
resolution 272 (1969) of 23 October 1969, containing the Council's recommendations
concerning the foregoing provisions.
5e By a ncte of 25 November 1969,2/ the Secretary-General drew the attention

of the General Assembly to the exchange of correspondence hetween the Presidents
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he General Assembly and of the Becurity Council, and proposed that tiae
recommendations of the Security Council regarding the participation of States

parties to the Statute, but not Members of the United Nations, in the procedure
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for amending the Statute be considered directly in plenary wceting of the General
Assembly.‘ In this respect, the Secretary-General proposed for the consideration
of the General Assembly a draft resclution embodying the recommendations of the

8/

Security Council.=" The General Committee endorsed the Secretary-General's

proposal that this procedurzl aspect of agenda item 93 be taken up directly in
plenaryg/ and the General Assembly so decided, at its 15919th meeting, on

1 December 19A9.

6. At its 1820%th plenary meeting, on ! Decewber 1969, the General Assembly
unanimously adopted the draft resolution proposed by the Secretary-General, and
embodying the Security Council's recommendaticns, as its resolution 2520 (XXIV).
Pursuant to this resolution, at the 1173rd meeting of the 3ixth Committee, on

£ December 1969, when agenda item 93 was taken up, the Chairman invited the
representatives of States parties to lhe Statufe, but not Members of the United
Nations (that is, Liechtenstein, San Marinc and Switzerland) to participate in

the consideration of the item.

ITT. PROCEEDINGS OF THE SIXTH CCYMITTEE

Te At the 1173rd meeting of the Sixth Committee, on 8 December 1969, the
Chairman made a statement referring to the exchanges of view which had taken
place among delegations concerning agenda item 93. He éaid that, from this
exchange of views, it would appear that there was a general feellng that, at this
very late stage of the current session, there was insufficient time to give the
item the serious consideration and discussion which it required and that the ltem
should therefore be postponed until the next sessicn of the General Assewbly. The
Chairman suggested that the Sixth Committee recommend to the General Assembly
that it decide to postpone consideration of agenda item 93 and that it reguest
the Secretary-General to include the item in the provisional agenda of the
twenty-fifth regulaf sesaion. The Sixth Committee adopted this suggestion

without objection.

8/ Ibid., anrex IIT,
9/ A/T700/Add.5, para. 3.
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Iv. RECOMMENDATION OF THE SIXTH COMMITIEE

8. The Sixth Committee therefore recommends to the General Assenbly the
adoption of the following decision:

"The General Assembly decides to postpone consideration of agenda
item 93 and requests the Secretary-Gensral to include the item in the
provisional agenda of the twenty-fifth regular session.”





