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,.,,I : c ~During:'the se;oond part of its first regular session, the Gerya& Assembly 
recei%ed qdraft resolution on. .the orime. of genpcide, submitte$.. j~i@Lly....by 

,f;he;~dbU3~ati ons of Cuba; India-and .Panama (A&J&O) , : ,: j ,‘/, ,!, ‘.,:/ 1 

c!?.?~ A~Y.~r~'deplarlng~ in dts .resolution a$ ,3.X December IJIb6 (96 Z) t;ha$ .gepocide 
. 

w a denial of the right of ex%eten,ce of er&!.re human groups - was, a crime 

agafps$ humanriS;h~s,~ the General Aesembly ~z~stmcted the .Xoo;?oxpi ,and 

~Soc?iSal~ COUIIC~~ to. 'undsrtizlre~.~the~neoe.ss~y stuflie.s w$th a. V$~W to C&$LW~P$ up a 

.rdraf-t;: eo.nv&&ion .,&I the- ~irne of Genocide to. .be ,s@n@tted to the, present. . .', 
session of the General Assembly. , 

~Ori,~ 28 Wch .19.&7.,~ the .?.@QnQ!dC, and Soqial OOIXJC~~ adOpt0d- a reSo@~lOn 

whereby, 5,-t instructed the Seoretarg&erqal: I (EL) to undertakeI ,with -the, _ 
ass~istzins,e ,of 'exqerte Tn. the .f j&l .of international a$ orim$nal, Law, the 

,pe:oessarJi stud:les with a view to .draMng up a, $raf.k aonventian in accordance 
with ;the:resoJ.ut$on ,of the. OeneraL, .Assam*aJ.y; and I (b,) after oqnsu+~atioq. v$th 

the Gener,aIL Assembly Committee .on' the Progress,iva Development of $nternat;onal 
Law and. its:C0dificat,$0n, and,., if feasible, the C.omn+sion on F@maq,RlgWs, 

and after ?z!?eference So all.! Member Governments for coxqnenta, to submit, to %he 

:~n&ct s&Sion 0% the Colunoil a draft convent$on on the, cr%e of aenorride, 

In consul‘t;ation w3&h~Wrae~axperts, the Seoratary4qneraL prepared a 

'zdraft~oonvention and +studg which was submitted, $I the Aspepb?.y Corq$ttee on 

. +&UY &?o~ressPve -Degl&$mx& o$ Uternational &atr an$.,$%s. Codificatipn on _, 
,1.&Q &?ne~ :*I$47 * AEI it did nat ,have the:comments of Member Governments on the 

draft cbnvention; thg Chairman stated, w Xette~ of &7 $ne that. the Cfp@*t@e 

*:.felt .unabXe. at' that &ime. to express any opinion. in .,the matter, Oq 7 Juls J-947? 
'.tha: S,&d~e%a~4eneraJ. - $rarxgmNted the drgft, qcgveqtion .and *study to Member 
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on 6 August 1947, at its fifth session, the Council adopted ‘a resolution 

inatmot;lq the ~eoretary&oneral to collate the comments of the Member 

mepmntsj infominlj the ueneral A~sedCi.y that it proposed to proceed as 

rapidly a6 possible with the uonsideration of the question subject to any 

fmthey instructj,otis af ‘the General Assembly; and requesting the Secretary- 

General, in the meanwhile, to transmit to the General Ass~bly the draft 

con$entj,on on’:th$.‘ctiiG of Gorjdoide -prepared by the SecretarPat in 

aocordance with paragraljh: (8’) .of the Council Resolution o’f 28 March 1947, 

together with any copollents from Member Governments received in time for . . 
transmittal, to the’ G&&al As@%ibly, ,” 

At its ninety-first neeting on 23 September 1947, the General Assembly 

referred to the Sixth Committee paragraph 86 of the report of the Economic 

and Sooial Council, (hocwnt A/$%?), bn the draft convention M Gonooide 
After a general debate, which took pltice’ at its thirty-ninth, fortieth, 

forty-first, and forty-second meetings; on 29 September and 2, 3 and 6 

October 1947, the Sixth Comm;ittea. referred this report to Sub-=Committee 2, 

expressingthe wish that this Comittee’conffne itself to considering the 

proae’dure .to be followed, * , 

Sub-Committee 2, aooordingly, discussed at its sixt8enth meeting on 

5 Nvernber 1947, the question’ of the body to which the draft.convention on 

Genoolda should be referred and. the terms of roferenoe to be given to that 

body. + . 

:‘!l?hree different opinions were eqreesed with regard toe-the choice 
of the body. Certain delegations emphasizedthe sociologioal,aspects . 
of’the.study to be undertaken and the political nature of the problem and: 

b’aclardd in f&our of the Economic and~Social’Counci1, Other delegations, 

emphasizing the legal ‘nature of the work, reoonnnended reference to the 

International Law Commission, Others, in order to save time; proposed 
!“that the wclrk be begun by the CarmPittee which; in accordanoe with the .. : 

’ ,intentions. of the Sub-Committee trill act as an interim body until the ,, 

members of the InteZnationaP’I& Comrais@ion have been elected, after which 
the worlc tr’ould be continued by the International Law Commission. ; 

,Finally, the Sub-Committee decided, by ‘eight votes $0 two, to refer the 

question to the Economia and Social Coiulcil, On the understanding that the 
counoil my, if it wishes, request the assistance of the Interh Committee 

‘in the progressive development of international’la;ri and its ~0dificat~o~. 
*. . With regard to the terms of reference to be given to the Eoanomlc.‘and 

So8ial Council, the delegations of the United Kingdom and of- the Union af 
Soviet Socialist Republios wished to leave. the ,body ir&.?ructed $0. &L@,,+he 

. ,, prb;blwn full freodcau to declare Itself in favour ei$her of a convention or 

/of any other 1 



:I 

of any other appropriate method. 

The other delegation, 0 ccmfdered, however, that this questkx had 

a3xeady been decided by +he ~t30QLGi,l.bTl of th3 Gmeral ASFI31.2~~ of 1 

13, Dec@nber 1946 l j.I2@%X’iWk’f.Y:~~ %?.9 xstt E3? .A . . ’ ‘*EC &*qi! $;;::i* ‘ J:, l1f.:,l’n~!.;,:l. *!:.7 ~;~-~‘! 3rtake 

the necessary stud%X3 wi”& a 1:iea to dre&~:!.iI,, __ 11, T yy, +, $,y$fi; ;-&!-;‘i’ ?“:I- ! I,. ,,1‘)3 or; the 

crime of genocide. The latter a@niOn prevaiied and was do~J%el'l 3y b? votes 

to two. 

This vote shows that, in proposing that the draft oonvent:.on on Genocide 

should be referred t,a the Economic and Social Council, Su.b~‘:or~+;tee ZrS 

intention was that a draft sh.ould be drawn up in the form of a conveabion, 

without specifying whether an independent convention or part of such a 

convention should be envisaged or whether the various aspects of genocide 

should bs’dealt with in separate inEItruments. 

The SubCo~i$tee nccord~n&- propose$d that the Sixth Committee rsCo?JUUend 

to the General Assembly the adopti+ of th$& fo21owing draft resohtion: 
DWT ~~SO’i’;~ON 

DRAFI! CONV%@ION 0% GZNOCIDE 

VHEREAS the Economic and Social Counei;l. has stated in its 

resolution of 6 AU@W~ 1947 that it .propoaae to proceed be rapidly 

as posszLble,wi,th the consideration of the question of genocide subject 

ta any further instructions of the General Assembly: 

REQTJEsT!$ the J3con0d.c and Social Council to continue the Study it 

has begun on the repression of the crime of Genocide, and to pursue 

the studg of the draft convention prepared by the Secretariat, with 

the help, if It so wishes, of the Committee on the proereasive development 

of international law and $ts codification; 

REQUiZ$TS the Eoonom3.c and Social Council to submit a report on 

this question to the third re@.ar session of the General Assembly, 


