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1988 (LX ). Procedures fo r  the Implementation o f the 
In te rn a tion a l Covenant on Economic,
Soc ia l and C u ltural R ights

The Economic and S oc ia l C ouncil,

Welcoming the en try  in to  fo rc e  on 3 January 1976 o f  the In te rn a tion a l 
Covenant on Econcjmic, S oc ia l and C u ltural R igh ts , 30/

Expressing i t s  app rec ia tion  to  those S ta tes  which have become p a r t ie s  to  
the Covenant,

Expressing the hope that a t the e a r l ie s t  p ra c t ica b le  time other S tates 
w i l l  become p a r t ie s  to  the Covenant, w ith  a view to  making i t s  app lica tion  
u n iversa l.

Noting the inportant r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  p laced on the Economic and S oc ia l 
Council by the Covenant and expressing i t s  readiness to  perform these 
r e s p o n s ib il it ie s .

Noting in  p a r t icu la r  th a t in tern a tion a l ass is tance and co-opera tion  are 
among the methods envisaged in  the Covenant fo r  the guaranteeing o f  the r igh ts  
enumerated th ere in .

Having requested the Secretary-G eneral to  conduct on i t s  behalf 
con su lta tions w ith  the S tates p a rtie s  to  the Covenant and the sp ec ia liz ed  
agencies concerned, as envisaged in  a r t ic le  17 o f  the Covenant, and having 
rece ived  w ith apprec ia tion  the report o f  the Secretary-G eneral thereon, 31/

Expressing i t s  app rec ia tion  to  the Commission on Human R igh ts, the 
sp ec ia liz ed  agencies concerned and other organ iza tion s o f  the United Nations 
system fo r  th e ir  readiness to  co-operate  in  the inplem entation o f the Covenant,

1. Estab lishes in  accordance w ith  a r t ic le  17 o f  the In tern a tion a l 
Covenant on Economic, S o c ia l and C u ltu ra l R igh ts , the fo llo w in g  programme 
under which the S tates p a r t ie s  to  the Covenant w i l l  furn ish  in  b ien n ia l stages 
the reports re fe rred  to  in a r t ic le  16 th ereo f;

F ir s t  s tage ; r igh ts  covered by a r t ic le s  6-9;
Second stage; r igh ts  covered by a r t ic le s  10-12;
Third stage ; r igh ts  covered by a r t ic le s  13-15;

2. Requests the S ta tes  p a r t ie s  to  the Covenant, in reporting under the 
ргодгашпе es tab lish ed  under paragraph 1 above, to  g iv e  fu l l  a tten tion  to  the 
p r in c ip le s  contained in  parts  I  and I I  -  a r t ic le s  1 to  5 -  o f the Covenant;

3. In v ite s  the States p a r tie s  to  the Covenant to  submit to  the 
Secretary-G eneral, in  con form ity with part IV o f  the Covenant, and in 
accordance w ith the prograimie estab lish ed  under paragraph 1 above, reports on

30/ General Asseitbly reso lu tion  2200 A (XXI) o f  16 December 1966. 

31/ E/5764.



the measures that they have adopted and the progress made in achieving the 
observance o f the righ ts  recognized in the Covenant, and to  in d ica te , when 
necessary, fa c to rs  and d i f f i c u l t i e s  a f fe c t in g  the degree o f  fu lf ilm en t o f 
th e ir  o b lig a tio n s  under the Covenant; 32/

4. Requests the Secretary-G eneral to  transm it cop ies o f  the reports o f 
the S tates p a rtie s  to the Covenant to  the Economic and S oc ia l Council fo r 
consideration  in accordance with the prov is ions o f  the Covenant;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to  transmit to  the sp ec ia liz ed  
agencies, in accordance with a r t ic le  16, paragraph 2 ( b ) , o f  the Covenant, 
cop ies o f the reports , or any re levan t parts th ereo f, from States p a rties  to  
the Covenant which are a lso  members o f these sp ec ia liz ed  agencies, in so far 
as these reports , or parts th ereo f, r e la te  to  any matters which f a l l  w ith in  
the r e s p o n s ib il it ie s  o f  the said agencies in accordance with th e ir  
co n s t itu tio n a l instruments;

6. C a lls  upon the sp ec ia liz ed  agencies to submit to  the Economic and 
S oc ia l Council, in accordance w ith  the programme estab lished  under paragraph 1 
above, and bearing in mind the p rov is ion s o f  a r t ic le  16, paragraph 2, o f  the 
Covenant, reports on the progress made in achieving the observance o f the 
p rov is ion s  o f the Covenant fa l l in g  w ith in  the scope o f th e ir  a c t iv i t i e s ,  as 
provided under a r t ic le  18 o f the Covenant, which reports may include 
p a rticu la rs  o f  dec is ions and recommendations on such implementation adopted by 
th e ir  competent organs; 33/

7. Decides that S tates p a r t ie s  to  the Covenant which submit reports 
under the Covenant need not submit reports  on s im ila r  questions under the 
reporting procedure estab lished  under Economic and S o c ia l Council 
reso lu tion  1074 С (XXXIX) o f  28 July 1965;

8. Requests the Secretary-G eneral, in co-operation  with the sp ec ia liz ed  
agencies concerned, to  draw general gu id e lin es  fo r  the reports  to be submitted 
by S tates p a r t ie s  to  the Covenant and sp ec ia liz ed  agencies;

9. Decides th a t;

(a ) A sess iona l Working Group o f  the Economic and S o c ia l Council, w ith 
appropriate represen tation  o f S tates p a rtie s  to  the Covenant, and w ith  due 
regard to  equ itab le  geograph ical d is tr ib u t io n , s h a ll be estab lished  by the 
Council whenever reports are due fo r  consideration  by the Council, fo r  the 
purpose o f a ss is tin g  i t  in the consideration  o f  such reports ;

32/ The reports on the r igh ts  included in the f i r s t  stage o f the 
programme should be transm itted by 1 September 1977, and the reports  on the 
subsequent stages at b ien n ia l in te rva ls  th e rea fte r .

33/ The reports on the r igh ts  included in the f i r s t  stage o f  the 
programme should be transm itted by 1 December 1977, and the reports on the 
subsequent stages a t b ien n ia l in te rva ls  th e rea fte r .



(b) R epresen tatives o f  sp ec ia liz ed  agencies concerned may take part in 
the proceedings o f  the Working Group when m atters fa l l in g  w ith in  th e ir  
resp ec tive  f ie ld s  o f  competence are considered;

10. Appeals to  S ta tes to  include, i f  p oss ib le , in th e ir  d e lega tion s  to 
the re levan t sessions o f  the Economic and S oc ia l Council, members competent in 
the subject-m atters under con sidera tion ;

11. Requests the Secretary-G eneral to  take a l l  steps to  ensure the 
e f fe c t iv e  performance by the Economic and S o c ia l Council o f  i t s  
r e s p o n s ib il it ie s  under the Covenant.

1999th plenary meeting 
11 May 1976



1978/10. Composition o f  the Sessional Working Group on the 
Implementation o f  the In te rn a tion a l Covenant 
on Economic, S oc ia l and Cu ltural R ights

At i t s  12th plenary meeting, on 3 May 1978, the Council decided:

(a) To es ta b lish , fo r  the purpose o f a ss is tin g  the Council in the 
consideration  o f  reports submitted by States p a rties  to  the In tern a tion a l 
Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and Cu ltura l R ights in accordance with Council 
reso lu tion  1988 (LX ), a sess ion a l Working Group on the implementation o f  
the In te rn a tio a l Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and Cu ltural R igh ts, composed 
o f  15 members o f the Council which are a lso  S tates p a rties  to  the Covenant: 
three members from A frican  S ta tes , three members from Asian S tates, three 
members from Eastern European S tates, three members from Latin  American States 
and three members from Western European and other S ta tes ;

(b) To in v ite  the President o f  the Council, a f t e r  due consu ltations w ith 
the reg ion a l groups, to  appoint the members o f  the Working Group in accordance 
w ith paragraph (a) above;

(c) To in v ite  the fo llow in g  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in the proceedings o f  the 
Working Group as observers:

( i )  Other members o f the Council;

( i i )  S tates p a rtie s  to  the Covenant which are not members o f  the 
Council;

( i i i )  Member S tates which express in te re s t  in the d e lib e ra tio n s  o f 
the Working Group;

( i v )  R epresentatives o f  the sp ec ia liz ed  agencies concerned, when 
matters fa l l in g  w ith in  th e ir  resp ec tive  f ie ld s  o f competence 
are considered;

(d) To request the Working Group to  prepare fo r  the consideration  o f  the 
Council recommendations on i t s  methods o f  work in connection w ith the reports 
o f  S tates p a r t ie s  to  the Covenant;

(e ) To review  the present decis ion  at i t s  f i r s t  regu lar session o f  1981, 
taking in to  account the p r in c ip le  o f  equ itab le  geograph ica l d is tr ib u t io n  and 
the increase in the number o f  States p a r t ie s  to the In tern a tion a l Covenant on 
Economic, S oc ia l and Cu ltural R ights.



1979/43. Methods o f  work o f  the Sessional Working Group on 
the Implementation o f  the In te rn a tio n a l Covenant 
on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltu ra l R ights

The Economic and S o c ia l C ouncil,

Having considered the recomnendations concerning methods o f work made by 
the Sessional Working Group on the Implementation o f  the In te rn a tion a l 
Covenant on Economic, S o c ia l and C u ltu ra l R igh ts , 66/

Approves the methods o f  work o f  the Sessional Working Group on the 
Implementation o f  the In te rn a tion a l Covenant on Economic, S o c ia l and C u ltu ra l 
Rights se t fo r th  below;

Methods o f work o f  the Session a l Working Group on 
the Implementation o f  the In te rn a tion a l Covenant 

on Economic, S o c ia l and C u ltu ra l R ights

1. The Working Group is  composed o f  15 members appointed in accordance w ith 
Economic and S o c ia l Council d ec is ion  1978/10 o f  3 May 1978.

2. The Working Group s h a ll meet annually during the f i r s t  regu lar session  o f
the Economic and S o c ia l Council.

3. At the beginning o f  each session  the Working Group s h a ll e le c t ,  from 
among the rep resen ta tives  o f  i t s  members, a Chairman, three Vice-Chairmen and 
a Rapporteur, w ith due regard fo r  equ itab le  geograph ica l rep resen tation .

4. The Working Group sh a ll conduct i t s  meetings in accordance w ith  the ru les 
o f procedure o f  the Economic and S o c ia l Council in  so fa r  as they are
ap p licab le . However, the Working Group w i l l  endeavour to  work on the basis o f
the p r in c ip le  o f  consensus.

5. The Working Group s h a ll a s s is t the Economic and S o c ia l Council in  the 
con sideration  o f  the reports submitted by S tates p a rties  to  the In te rn a tion a l 
Covenant on Economic, S o c ia l and C u ltural R ights 67/ in  con form ity with 
a r t ic le  16 o f  the Covenant.

6. The Working Group s h a ll consider the reports  submitted by S ta tes  p a r t ie s  
to  the Covenant in accordance w ith the programme estab lished  by the Economic 
and S o c ia l Council in  i t s  reso lu tion  1988 (LX) o f  11 May 1976, under which the 
States p a rtie s  w i l l  furnish in b ien n ia l stages the reports re fe rred  to  in 
a r t ic le  16 o f  the Covenant.

7. The Working Group s h a ll normally consider the reports submitted by S tates  
p a rties  under a r t ic le  16 o f  the Covenant in  the order in which they have been 
rece ived  by the Secretary-G eneral. R epresen tatives o f  the reporting S ta tes  
are e n t it le d  to  be present a t the meetings o f  the Working Group when th e ir

^ /  See E/1979/64.

67/ General Assembly reso lu tion  2200 A (X X I), annex.



reports  are examined, to  make statements on the reports submitted by th e ir  
S tates and answer questions which may be put to  them by the members o f  the 
Working Group.

8. The President o f  the Economic and S oc ia l Council sh a ll n o t ify  through the 
Secretary-G eneral, the S tates p a rtie s  as e a r ly  as poss ib le  o f  the opening date 
and duration o f  the session o f  the Working Group a t which th e ir  respective  
reports  w i l l  be examined. For the meetings re fe rred  to  in paragraph 7 above, 
rep resen ta tives  o f  the S tates p a r t ie s  concerned w i l l  be s p e c ia lly  in v ited  to  
a ttend .

9. The a n a ly t ic a l summary o f  reports  prepared by the Secretary-G eneral in 
accordance w ith Economic and S oc ia l Council d ec is ion  1978/9 o f  3 May 1978 
s h a ll be made a va ila b le  to  the Working Group in order to  f a c i l i t a t e  i t s  work. 
The Working Group may express i t s  views on the usefu lness, form and content o f  
the a n a ly t ic a l summary.

10. The Working Group is  a lso  entrusted with the task o f  considering the 
reports  o f the sp ec ia liz ed  agencies, submitted to  the Economic and S oc ia l 
Council in accordance with a r t ic le  18 o f  the Covenant and the programme 
estab lished  under Council reso lu tion  1988 (L X ), on the progress made in 
ach ieving the observance o f  the p rov is ions o f  the Covenant fa l l in g  w ith in  the 
scope o f  th e ir  a c t i v i t i e s .

11. At the beginning o f  each session , the Working Group sh a ll consider 
appropriate o rgan iza tion a l m atters, including the schedule o f i t s  meetings and 
the p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  holding a general d iscussion on the measures adopted and 
the progress made in ach ieving the observance o f  the r igh ts  recognized in the 
Covenant.

12. The Working Group may submit to  the Econome and S o c ia l Council proposals 
concerning the recommendations o f  a general nature re fe r red  to  in a r t ic le  21 
o f  the Covenant. I t  may a lso  make suggestions fo r  the consideration  o f  the 
Council w ith referen ce to  a r t ic le s  19, 22 and 23 o f  the Covenant.

13. The genera l gu id e lin es  fo r  reports on the resp ec tiv e  a r t ic le s  o f  the 
Covenant, drawn up by the Secretary-G eneral in accordance w ith Economic and 
S o c ia l Council reso lu tion  1988 (L X ), may when necessary be considered by the 
Working Group w ith a view to  making suggestions fo r  th e ir  improvement.

14. The Working Group s h a ll a t each session consider the status o f  submission 
o f  reports under a r t ic le  16 o f  the Covenant and may make appropriate 
recommendations in i t s  report to  the Economic and S o c ia l Council, including 
recommendations to the e f f e c t  that the Secretary-G eneral should send reminders 
to  S tates p a r t ie s  from which reports have not been rece ived .

15. Summary records o f  the meetings o f  the Working Group sh a ll be drawn up 
and d is tr ib u ted  in the working languages. The records o f  each session  sh a ll 
be transm itted by the Secretary-G eneral to  a l l  S tates p a r tie s  to  the Covenant.

16. At the conclusion o f  each session the Working Group sh a ll submit to  the 
Economic and S oc ia l Council a report on i t s  work.

18th p lenary meeting 
11 May 1979



1981/158. Review o f  the com position, organ iza tion  and adm in is tra tive  
arrangements o f  the Sessional Working Group on the 
Implementation o f  the In te rn a tion a l Covenant on Economic, 
S o c ia l and C u ltu ra l R ights

At i t s  19th plenary m eeting, on 8 May 1981, the Council took note o f  the 
report o f  the Sessional Working Group on the Implementation o f  the 
In te rn a tion a l Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltural R ights 125/ and 
decided, in con form ity with i t s  d ec is ion s  1978/10 o f  3 May 1978 and 1981/102 
o f  6 February 1981, to  incorporate the fo llow in g  p rov is ion s  in to  the 
methods o f  work o f  the Sessional Working Group, as s e t out in Council 
reso lu tion  1979/43 o f  11 May 1979:

Name

1. The name o f the Group sh a ll henceforth be "Sessional Working Group o f  
Governmental Experts on the Implementation o f  the In tern a tion a l Covenant on 
Economic, S oc ia l and Cu ltural R igh ts ".

Numbers o f  members

2. In accordance w ith  Council d ec is ion  1978/10, the number o f  members sh a ll 
remain a t 15 and the membership sh a ll continue to  be d is tr ib u ted  equ a lly  among 
the geograph ical reg ion s , sub ject to  review  when, in the opin ion o f the 
Council, an increase in the number o f  S tates p a r t ie s  to  the Covenant makes 
such a review  d es ira b le .

Appointment o f  members

3. The members o f  the Working Group sh a ll be appointed in accordance w ith 
paragraph 9 o f  Council reso lu tion  1988 (LX) o f  11 May 1976 and 
subparagraph (a) o f  Council d ec is ion  1978/10, subject to  fu rther review  i f  a 
s itu a tion  a r is es  in which a change seems to be necessary. The President o f 
the Council s h a ll,  each yea r, appoint the members o f  the Working Group a t the 
o rgan iza tion a l session o f  the Council.

Time o f meeting and reportin g

4. The Working Group sh a ll meet once y e a r ly , s ta r tin g  one week before  the 
f i r s t  regu lar session  o f  the Council, and sh a ll submit i t s  report to  the 
Council fo r  consideration  at that session .

Duration o f  meetings

5. In p r in c ip le , the duration o f  each session o f  the Working Group s h a ll be 
three weeks, sub ject to  review  when the number o f  reports  fo r  con sideration  at 
any one session so warrants.



Amendments to  the methods o f work

6. Apart from those amendments to  the methods o f  work se t out in Council 
reso lu tion  1979/43 a r is in g  out o f  the recommendations made by the
Working Group a t i t s  1981 sess ion , as set fo rth  in the present d ec is ion , the 
e x is t in g  system sh a ll be maintained.

Conclusions and recommendations

7. The Working Group sh a ll function  in accordance w ith  Council 
reso lu tion  1979/43 as amended by the present d ec is ion .

Review o f  the status o f  the submission o f  reports 
by S tates p a rtie s  to the Covenant

8. A l i s t  o f  S tates p a rtie s  to  the Covenant sh a ll be annexed to  the report
o f  the Working Group on each session , together with an in d ica tion  o f the status 
o f  submission o f  reports  fo r  consideration  by the Working Group, in accordance 
w ith paragraph 14 o f  the methods o f  work set out in Council reso lu tion  1979/43.

Incorporation  o f  the understanding reached on the ro le
and p a r t ic ip a t io n  o f  sp ec ia liz ed  agencies

9. The rep resen ta tives  o f  the sp ec ia liz ed  agencies concerned may make 
genera l statements on matters re la tin g  to  th e ir  f i e ld  o f  competence a t the end 
o f  the d iscussion by the Working Group o f  the report o f each State party to
the Covenant, and S tates  p a r t ie s  presenting reports  to  the Working Group sh a ll
be fre e  to  respond to , or take in to  account, the genera l comments made by the 
sp ec ia liz ed  agencies.

A n a ly t ica l summaries

10. The preparation o f the a n a ly t ic a l summaries authorized  by the Council in 
i t s  d ec is ion  1978/9 o f  5 May 1978 sh a ll be suspended. The Working Group sh a ll 
continue to  be provided w ith summary records.



1982/33. Review o f  the com position , o rgan iza tion  and adm in is tra tive
arrangements o f  the Sessional Working Group (o f  Governmental
Experts) on the Implementation o f  the In te rn a tio n a l Covenant
on Economic, S o c ia l and C u ltu ra l R ights V

The Economic and S oc ia l C ou n cil,

R eca llin g  i t s  reso lu tion  1988 (LX) o f  11 May 1976, by which i t  noted the 
important r e s p o n s ib il it ie s  placed upon the Economic and S o c ia l Council by the 
In te rn a tion a l Covenant on Economic, S o c ia l and C u ltura l R igh ts, in p a rticu la r  
those resu lt in g  from a r t ic le s  21 and 22 o f  the Covenant, and expressed i t s  
readiness to  f u l f i l  those r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s .

R eca llin g  i t s  d ec is ion  1978/10 o f  3 May 1978, by which i t  decided to  
e s ta b lish  a Sessional Working Group on the Implementation o f  the In tern a tion a l 
Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and Cu ltural R igh ts, fo r  the purpose o f  a s s is t in g
the Council in the consideration  o f  reports  submitted by States p a r t ie s  to  the
Covenant in accordance w ith  Council reso lu tion  1988 (L X ), and determined the 
com position o f the Working Group,

R eca llin g  a lso  i t s  reso lu tion  1979/43 o f  11 May 1979, by which i t  
approved the methods o f  work o f  the Sessional Working Group, and i t s  
d ec is ion  1981/158 o f  8 May 1981, by which i t  incorporated ce rta in  changes in , 
and m odified  the methods o f  work o f ,  the Sessional Working Group,

R eca llin g  fu rther i t s  reso lu tion  1980/24 o f  2 May 1980, by which i t  noted 
that the Sessional Working Group, estab lished  in accordance w ith  Council 
d ec is ion  1978/10, had encountered ce rta in  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in discharging i t s  
r e s p o n s ib il it ie s  under the arrangements and requested the Secretary-G eneral to  
s o l i c i t  the views o f  members o f the Council and a l l  S tates p a r t ie s  to  the 
Covenant on the fu ture com position, organ iza tion  and adm in is tra tive  
arrangements o f  the Sessional Working Group and to  submit a report thereon, 
together w ith any comments he might wish to  make, to  the Council a t i t s  
o rgan iza tion a l session fo r  1981, in order to  a s s is t the Council in review ing 
i t s  dec is ion  1978/10,

R eca llin g  i t s  d ec is ion  1981/162 o f  8 May 1981, by which i t  decided to 
review  the com position, organ iza tion  and adm in istra tive  arranoements o f  the 
Sessional Working Group a t i t s  f i r s t  regu lar session o f  1982,

Having considered the report o f  the Sessional Working Group (o f 
Governmental Experts) on the Implementation o f  the In te rn a tion a l Covenant on 
Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltural R igh ts, 59/

j;̂ / For the te x t  o f  the Covenant, see General Assembly 
reso lu tion  2200 A (X X I), annex.



Decides th a t;

(a) The Working Group estab lish ed  by Economic and S o c ia l Council 
d ec is ion  1978/10 and m odified  by Council d ec is ion  1981/158 sh a ll be renamed 
"S ess ion a l Working Group o f  Governmental Experts on the Implementation o f  the 
In te rn a tion a l Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and Cu ltural R igh ts" (h e re in a fte r  
re fe r re d  to  as "the Group o f Experts") ;

(b) The 15 members o f the Group o f Experts s h a ll be e le c ted  by the 
Economic and S oc ia l Council from among the S tates p a rtie s  to  the In te rn a tion a l 
Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltu ra l R igh ts, in  accordance with the 
geograph ica l d is tr ib u t io n  estab lish ed  by the Council in paragraph (a) o f  i t s  
d ec is io n  1978/10, under the fo llow in g  con d itions;

( i )  The members o f  the Group o f  Experts s h a ll be e le c ted  fo r  a terra
o f th ree years and sh a ll be e l i g ib l e  fo r  r e -e le c t io n  a t the end 
o f  th e ir  terms;

( i i )  One th ird  o f  the menbership o f the Group o f  Experts, comprising 
one member from each reg ion a l group, s h a ll be renewed each yea r;

( i i i )  The f i r s t  e le c t io n s  sh a ll take p lace  during the resumed second
regu lar session  o f  1982 o f  the Economic and S oc ia l Council and 
the con firm ation  o f  the experts designated  by Member S ta tes  to  
represent them in  the Group o f  Experts sh a ll take p lace a t  the 
o rgan iza tion a l session  fo r  1983 o f the Council; immediately 
a fte r  the f i r s t  e le c t io n s , the Pres iden t o f  the Council s h a ll 
choose by l o t  the name o f one member from each reg ion a l group 
whose term sh a ll exp ire  a t the end o f  one year and the name o f  
another member from each reg ion a l group whose term s h a ll exp ire  
a t the end o f  two years ;

( i v )  The terms o f  o f f i c e  o f members e le c ted  to  the Group o f Experts
sh a ll begin on 1 January fo llo w in g  th e ir  e le c t io n  and sh a ll 
exp ire  on 31 December fo llow in g  the e le c t io n  o f  members that 
are to  succeed them as members o f  the Group o f  Experts;

(v ) Subsequent e le c t io n s  sh a ll take p lace  each year during the
f i r s t  regular session o f  the Council;

( v i )  Each Member S ta te  e le c ted  to  the Grotp o f Experts s h a ll
designa te , in consu lta tion  w ith  the Secretary-G eneral and 
su b ject to  con firm ation  by the Council, a q u a li f ie d  person to  
represent that Member State in  the Group o f  Experts;

( v i i )  The person so designated by h is  or her Government s h a ll be an
expert w ith recognized ccmnpetence in  the f i e ld  o f  human r ig h ts ;

(c ) The Group o f  Experts s h a ll meet annually fo r  a period  o f  
three weeks, beginning two weeks b e fo re  the f i r s t  regu lar session  o f  the 
Council; the duration o f  each session  rniay be extended by the Council a t  i t s  
o rgan iza tion a l sess ion , i f  requ ired, taking in to  account the number o f  reports  
to  be examined by the Group o f  Experts in  the course o f  i t s  fo llo w in g  sess ion ;



(d) At the end o f each o f  i t s  sess ions, the Group o f  Experts sh a ll 
submit to  the Economic and S o c ia l Council a report on i t s  a c t iv i t i e s  and sh a ll 
make suggestions and recommendations o f  a genera l nature based on i t s  
consideration  o f  reports  submitted by States p a r t ie s  to the Covenant and by
the sp ec ia liz ed  agencies, in order to  a s s is t  the Council to  f u l f i l ,  in
p a r t icu la r , i t s  r e s p o n s ib il it ie s  under a r t ic le s  21 and 22 o f  the Covenant;

(e ) The Secretary-G eneral sh a ll provide the Group o f  Experts w ith 
summary records o f i t s  proceed ings; those summary records sh a ll be made 
a va ila b le  to the Council at the same time as the report o f  the Group o f 
Experts; the Secretary-G eneral sh a ll a lso  provide the Group o f  Experts with 
appropriate conference f a c i l i t i e s ;

( f )  The Economic and S o c ia l Council sh a ll review  the composition, 
organ iza tion  and adm in is tra tive  arrangements o f the Group o f  Experts a t i t s  
f i r s t  regu lar session o f  1985, and subsequently every three years, taking in to  
account the p r in c ip le  o f equ itab le  geograph ical d is tr ib u t io n  and the increase 
in the number o f  S tates p a r t ie s  to  the Covenant;

(g ) The procedures and methods o f  work estab lished  by the reso lu tion s
and decis ions re fe rred  to  in the preamble to  the present reso lu tion  sh a ll
remain in fo rce  in so fa r  as they are not m odified  by the present reso lu tion .

27th plenary meeting 
6 May 1982



1983/41. Implementation o f  the In tern a tion a l Covenant on 
Economic, Soc ia l and C u ltural Rights

The Economic and S oc ia l C ouncil,

Bearing in mind i t s  important r e s p o n s ib il it ie s  under a r t ic le s  16 and 17 
o f  the In te rn a tion a l Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and Cu ltural R ights,

R eca llin g  i t s  reso lu tion s  1988 (LX) o f  11 May 1976, 1979/43 o f  
11 May 1979 and 1982/33 o f  6 May 1982 and i t s  d ec is ion  1981/158 o f  8 May 1981,

R eca llin g  a lso  General Assembly reso lu tion  37/191 o f  18 December 1982,

Having considered the report o f  the Sessional Working Group o f  
Governmental Experts on the Implementation o f the In te rn a tion a l Covenant on 
Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltura l R igh ts, 84/

Noting th at, as a resu lt  o f  continuing improvements in the work o f  the 
Sessional Working Group o f Governmental Experts on the Implementation o f  the 
In te rn a tion a l Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltural R igh ts, consideration  
o f  the reports o f the S tates p a rtie s  is  becoming more thorough.

M indful o f  the re levan t reso lu tion s  and decis ions adopted by the 
General Assembly and the Economic and S oc ia l Council on the con tro l and 
lim ita t io n  o f  documentation,

1. Takes note o f  the report o f  the Sessional Working Group o f  
Governmental Experts on the Implementation o f  the In te rn a tion a l Covenant on 
Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltural R igh ts;

2. In v ite s  S tates th at have thus fa r  neither r a t i f i e d  nor acceded to 
the In te rn a tion a l Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltura l R ights to  do so, 
pursuant to  General Assembly reso lu tion  37/191;

3. C a lls  upon States p a rtie s  to  the In te rn a tion a l Covenant on Economic, 
S o c ia l and Cu ltural R ights to  submit reports  requ ired under a r t ic le  16 th ereo f, 
in accordance w ith the programme estab lished  by Council reso lu tion  1988 (L X ), 
and urges S tates p a r t ie s  that have not y e t  done so to  submit th e ir  i n i t i a l  
reports  as soon as poss ib le  and, in those instances in which i t  is  not 
p oss ib le  to  do so, to  inform the Sessional Working Group o f Governmental 
Experts on the Implementation o f  the In te rn a tion a l Covenant on Economic,
S o c ia l and Cu ltural R ights when those reports  w i l l  be submitted;

4. In v ite s  S tates p a rtie s  to  the Covenant, in preparing th e ir  reports , 
to  comply with the gu id e lin es  estab lished  by the Secretary-G eneral concerning 
the form and content o f  rep o rts ;

5. Urges S tates p a r t ie s  to  the Covenant which are submitting reports 
fo r  consideration  by the Sessional Working Group o f  Governmental Experts on 
the Implementation o f  the In te rn a tion a l Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and 
C u ltural R ights, taking in to  account paragraph 24 (g ) o f  i t s  rep o rt, 84/ to be



mindful o f the importance o f  submitting th e ir  reports  12 weeks be fo re  the 
session o f  the Group o f  Experts in order to  permit processing by the 
S ec re ta r ia t and adequate study by the members o f  the Group o f  Experts;

6. Requests the Sessional Working Group o f  Governmental Experts on the 
Implementation o f  the In te rn a tio n a l Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and Cultural 
R ights to  consider including in i t s  report to  the Council b r ie f  summaries o f 
the consideration  o f  each country rep o rt;

7. Requests the Secretary-G eneral to  ensure that the summary records o f  
the proceedings o f  the Sessional Working Group o f  Governmental Experts on the 
Implementation o f  the In te rn a tion a l Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and Cu ltural 
R ights are made a va ila b le  to  the Council a t the time the report o f  the Group 
o f  Experts is  considered by the Council;

8. Requests the Secretary-G eneral to  ensure that the United Nations 
press s e rv ic e  issues press re leases  on the proceedings o f  the Sessional 
Working Group o f  Governmental Experts on the Implementation o f  the 
In te rn a tion a l Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltural R igh ts.

15th plenary meeting 
27 May 1983



1984/9. Implementation o f  the In te rn a tion a l Covenant 
on Economic, S oc ia l and Cu ltura l R ights

The Economic and S oc ia l C ouncil,

Bearing in mind i t s  important r e s p o n s ib il it ie s  under a r t ic le s  16 and 17 
o f  the In te rn a tion a l Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltural R igh ts, 14/

R eca llin g  i t s  reso lu tion s 1988 (LX) o f  11 May 1976, 1979/43 o f 
11 May 1979, 1983/41 o f  27 May 1983 and i t s  d ec is ion  1981/158 o f  8 May 1981,

R eca llin g  a lso  General Assembly reso lu tion s  37/191 o f  18 December 1982 
and 38/116 o f  16 December 1983,

Having considered the report o f  the Sessional Working Group o f 
Governmental Experts on the Implementation o f  the In te rn a tion a l Covenant on 
Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltural R igh ts, 15/

M indful o f  the re levan t reso lu tion s  and decis ions adopted by the 
General Assembly and the Economic and S oc ia l Council on the con tro l and 
lim ita t io n  o f documentation.

R eca llin g  i t s  reso lu tion  1982/33 o f  6 May 1983, by which i t  decided to 
review  the com position, organ iza tion  and adm in is tra tive  arrangements o f  the 
Sessional Working Group o f Governmental Experts on the Implementation o f  the 
In te rn a tio n a l Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltural R ights a t i t s  f i r s t  
regu lar session  o f  1985, taking in to  account the p r in c ip le  o f  equ itab le  
geograph ica l d is tr ib u t io n  and the increase in the number o f  S tates p a rtie s  to  
the Covenant,

R eca llin g  a lso  that the meetings o f  the Sessional Working Group o f 
Governmental Experts on the Implementation o f  the In te rn a tion a l Covenant on 
Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltu ra l R ights are pu b lic , that S tates p a r t ie s  to the 
Covenant, S tates Members o f  the United Nations and rep resen ta tives  o f  the 
sp ec ia liz ed  agencies concerned may p a r t ic ip a te  in  i t s  proceedings in 
accordance w ith  Council d ec is ion  1978/10 o f  3 May 1978, and that in teres ted  
non-governmental organ iza tion s in con su lta tive  status w ith the Council and the 
pub lic  at la rge  may attend those m eetings.

Noting the concern expressed by the Sessional Working Group o f 
Governmental Experts on the Implementation o f  the In te rn a tio n a l Covenant on 
Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltural R ights about the lack o f  p u b lic ity  g iven  to  i t s  
work a t the present session o f  the Council,

14/ General Assembly reso lu tion  2200 A (X X I), annex. 
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1. Takes note o f the report o f  the Sessional Working Group o f  
Governmental Experts on the Implementation o f  the In te rn a tion a l Covenant on 
Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltural R igh ts;

2. In v ite s  again a l l  S ta tes that have not y e t  done so to  become p a r t ie s  
to  the In te rn a tion a l Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and Cu ltura l R igh ts;

3. C a lls  upon States p a r t ie s  to  the Covenant to  submit reports  required 
under a r t ic le  16 th ereo f, in accordance w ith the programme estab lish ed  by 
Council reso lu tion  1988 (LX) , and urges S tates p a r t ie s  to  complete the en tire  
cyc le  o f  i n i t i a l  reports  b e fo re  submitting second p e r io d ic  rep o rts ;

4. In v ite s  S tates p a r t ie s  to  the Covenant to  comply with the gu id e lin es  
estab lish ed  by the Secretary-G eneral concerning the form and content o f 
reports  and to  take note o f  the re levan t recommendations o f  the Sessional 
Working Group o f  Governmental Experts on the Implementation o f  the 
In tern a tion a l Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltu ra l R ights in preparing 
and submitting th e ir  rep o rts ;

5. Requests the sp ec ia liz ed  agencies, on the basis o f experience gained 
in other bodies and o f  reports so fa r  submitted and considered by the 
Sessional Working Group o f  Governmental Experts on the Implementation o f  the 
In te rn a tion a l Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and Cu ltura l R ights to  report on 
the progress made in achieving the observance o f  the p rov is ion s  o f  the 
Covenant fa l l in g  w ith in  the scope o f  th e ir  a c t i v i t i e s ,  in accordance w ith 
a r t ic le  18 o f  the Covenant and paragraph 6 o f  Council reso lu tion  1988 (L X );

6. Requests the Secretary-G eneral to  take a l l  appropriate measures to  
ensure that the United Nations press s e rv ice  issues press re leases on the 
proceedings o f  the next session o f  the Sessional Working Group o f  Governmental 
Experts on the Implementation o f the In te rn a tion a l Covenant on Economic,
Soc ia l and C u ltural R igh ts;

7. Requests the Sessional Working Group o f  Governmental Experts on the 
Implementation o f  the In te rn a tion a l Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and Cultural 
R ights to continue to  consider including in i t s  report to  the Council b r ie f  
summaries o f  the consideration  o f  each country rep o rt;

8. Requests the Secretary-G eneral to  bring the re levan t suggestions and 
recommendations l is t e d  in sec tion  IV  o f  the report o fth e  Sessional Working 
Group o f  Governmental Experts on the Implementation o f  the In tern a tion a l 
Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and Cu ltural R ights 15/ to  the a tten tion  o f  
S tates p a r t ie s  to  the Covenant so that S tates p a r t ie s  may take them in to  
account in preparing and submitting th e ir  eports under the Covenant;

15/ E/1984/83.



9. A lso requests the Secretary-G eneral to  submit to  the Economic and 
S oc ia l Council a t i t s  f i r s t  regu lar session  o f  1985 a report on the 
com position, o rgan iza tion  and adm in istra tive  arrangements o f  the Sessional 
Working Group o f  Governmental Experts on the Implementation o f  the 
In te rn a tion a l Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltural R ights and other 
bodies estab lished  in accordance with e x is t in g  in tern a tion a l instruments in 
the f i e ld  o f  human r igh ts  in order to  f a c i l i t a t e  the review  which the Council 
w i l l  undertake in accordance with i t s  reso lu tion  1982/33;

10. Decides that the review  sh a ll be conducted a t an ea r ly  date during
i t s  f i r s t  regu lar session o f  1985 to  a llow  enough time fo r  a fu l l  d iscussion  
o f  th is  important m atter, taking in to  account any recommendations which the 
Sessional Working Group o f  Governmental Experts on the Implementation o f  the 
In te rn a tion a l Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltu ra l Rights may agree upon 
a t i t s  next session .

19th plenary meeting 
24 May 1984



1985/17. Review o f  the com position, o rgan iza tion  and adm in is tra tive  
arrangements o f  the Sessional Working Group o f  Governmental 
Experts on the Implementation o f  the In te rn a tio n a l Covenant 
on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltu ra l R ights

The Economic and S oc ia l C ouncil,

R eca llin g  i t s  reso lu tion  1988 (LX) o f  11 May 1976, by which i t  noted the 
important r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  placed upon the Economic and S oc ia l Council by the 
In tern a tion a l Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltu ra l R igh ts, 39/ in 
p a rticu la r  those resu lt in g  from a r t ic le s  21 and 22 o f  the Covenant, and 
expressed i t s  readiness to  f u l f i l  those r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s .

R eca llin g  i t s  d ec is ion  1978/10 o f  3 May 1978, by which i t  decided to  
es ta b lish  a Sessional Working Group on the Implementation o f  the In te rn a tion a l 
Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltu ra l R igh ts, fo r  the purpose o f  a s s is t in g  
the Council in the consideration  o f  reports  submitted by States p a r t ie s  to  the 
Covenant in accordance w ith  Council reso lu tion  1988 (L X ), and determined the 
composition o f  the Working Group,

R eca llin g  a lso  i t s  reso lu tion  1979/43 o f  11 May 1979, by which i t  
approved the methods o f  work o f  the Working Group, and i t s  d ec is ion  1981/158 
o f  8 May 1981, by which i t  incorporated ce rta in  changes in , and m odified  the 
methods o f  work o f ,  the Working Group,

R eca llin g  fu rther i t s  reso lu tion  1982/33 o f  6 May 1982, by which i t  
m odified  the com position, o rgan iza tion  and adm in is tra tive  arrangements o f  the 
Sessional Working Group o f  Governmental Experts and decided to  review  the 
com position, organ iza tion  and adm in is tra tive  arrangements o f  the Group a t i t s  
f i r s t  regu lar session o f  1985,

Having considered the report o f  the Secretary-G eneral on the com position, 
organ iza tion  and adm in is tra tive  arrangements o f  the Sessional Working Group o f  
Governmental Experts on the Implementation o f  the In te rn a tion a l Covenant on 
Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltural R ights and other bodies estab lish ed  in accordance 
w ith e x is t in g  in tern a tion a l instruments in the f i e ld  o f  human r igh ts , 40/

Having considered the report o f  the Sessional Working Group o f  
Governmental Experts on the Implementation o f  the In te rn a tion a l Covenant on 
Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltural R igh ts, 41/

Decides th at:

(a) The Working Group estab lished  by Economic and S oc ia l Council 
d ec is ion  1978/10 and m odified  by Council d ec is ion  1981/158 and 
reso lu tion  1982/33 s h a ll be renamed "Committee on Economic, S oc ia l and 
C u ltural R igh ts" (h e re in a fte r  re fe r red  to  as "the Com m ittee");

39/ General Assembly reso lu tion  2200 (X X I), annex. 
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(b) The Committee sh a ll have 18 members who sh a ll be experts with 
recogn ized  competence in the f i e ld  o f  human r ig h ts , serving in th e ir  personal 
cap ac ity , due con sideration  being g iven  to equ itab le  geograph ical d is tr ib u t io n  
and to  the represen tation  o f  d i f fe r e n t  forms o f  s o c ia l and le g a l  systems; to 
th is  end, 15 seats w i l l  be equ a lly  d is tr ib u ted  among the reg ion a l groups, 
w h ile  the ad d ition a l three seats w i l l  be a llo ca ted  in accordance w ith the 
increase in the t o ta l  number o f  S tates p a rtie s  per reg ion a l group;

(c ) The members o f  the Committee sh a ll be e le c ted  by the Council by 
s e c re t b a llo t  from a l i s t  o f  persons nominated by S tates p a r t ie s  to  the 
In te rn a tio n a l Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltu ra l Rights under the 
fo llo w in g  con d ition s ;

( i )  The members o f  the Committee sh a ll be e le c ted  fo r  a term o f
four years and sh a ll be e l i g ib le  fo r  r e -e le c t io n  a t the end o f 
th e ir  term, i f  renominated;

( i i )  One h a lf o f  the membership o f  the Committee sh a ll be renewed
every second y ea r , bearing in mind the need to  maintain the
equ itab le  geograph ica l d is tr ib u t io n  mentioned in 
subparagraph (b) above;

( i i i )  The f i r s t  e le c t io n s  sh a ll take p lace  during the C ou n cil's  f i r s t
regu lar session  o f  1986; immediately a fte r  the f i r s t
e le c t io n s , the Pres iden t o f  the Council sh a ll choose by lo t  the 
names o f  nine members whose term sh a ll exp ire  at the end o f two 
years ;

( i v )  The terms o f  o f f i c e  o f  members e le c ted  to  the Committee sh a ll 
begin on 1 January fo llo w in g  th e ir  e le c t io n  and exp ire  on 
31 December fo llo w in g  the e le c t io n  o f  members that are to  
succeed them as members o f  the Committee;

(v ) Subsequent e le c t io n s  sh a ll take p lace every second year during 
the f i r s t  regu lar session  o f  the Council;

(v i )  At le a s t  four months be fo re  the date o f  each e le c t io n  to  the
Committee the Secretary-G eneral sh a ll address a w r itten
in v ita t io n  to  the S tates p a r t ie s  to  the Covenant to  submit
th e ir  nominations fo r  membership o f  the Committee w ith in
th ree months; the Secretary-G eneral sh a ll prepare a l i s t  o f 
the persons thus nominated, w ith  an in d ica tion  o f  the States 
p a rtie s  which have ncxninated them, and sh a ll submit i t  to  the 
Council no la t e r  than one month b e fo re  the date o f each 
e le c t io n ;

(d) The Committee sh a ll meet annually fo r  a period  o f up to  th ree weeks,
taking in to  account the number o f  reports  to  be examined by the Committee,
w ith the venue a lte rn a tin g  between Geneva and New York;

(e ) The members o f  the Committee sh a ll re c e iv e  t ra v e l and subsistence
expenses from United Nations resources;



( f )  The Conmittee sh a ll submit to  the Council a report on i t s  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  including a summary o f i t s  con sidera tion  o f  the reports  submitted 
by S tates p a r tie s  to  the Covenant, and sh a ll make suggestions and 
recommendations o f  a general nature on the basis o f  i t s  con sidera tion  o f  those 
reports and o f  the reports submitted by the sp ec ia liz ed  agencies, in order to 
a s s is t  the Council to  f u l f i l ,  in p a r t ic u la r , i t s  r e s p o n s ib il it ie s  under 
a r t ic le s  21 and 22 o f the Covenant;

(g ) The Secretary-G eneral sh a ll provide the Committee with summary 
records o f  i t s  proceed ings, which sh a ll be made a va ila b le  to  the Council at 
the same time as the report o f  the Committee; the Secretary-G eneral sh a ll 
fu rther provide the Committee w ith  the necessary s t a f f  and f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  the 
e f f e c t iv e  performance o f  i t s  functions, bearing in mind the need to  g ive  
adequate p u b lic ity  to  i t s  work;

(h) The procedures and methods o f  work estab lished  by Council 
reso lu tion  1979/43 and the other reso lu tion s  and decis ions re fe rred  to  in the 
preamble to the present reso lu tion  sh a ll remain in fo rc e  in so fa r  as they are 
not superseded or m od ified  by the present reso lu tion ;

( i )  The Council sh a ll review  the com position, o rgan iza tion  and 
adm in istra tive  arrangements o f  the Committee a t i t s  f i r s t  regu lar session
o f 1990, and subsequently every f i v e  years, taking in to  account the p r in c ip le  
o f equ itab le  geograph ica l d is tr ib u t io n  o f  i t s  membership.

22nd plenary meeting 
28 May 1985



1985/132. Reporting procedure under a r t ic le  16 o f  the In te rn a tion a l 
Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltural Rights

At i t s  22nd p lenary meeting, on 28 May 1985, the Council, taking note o f 
the recommendation contained in paragraph 34 o f  the report o f  the Sessional 
Working Group o f  Governmental Experts on the Implementation o f  the 
In te rn a tio n a l Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltural R igh ts, 136/ decided, 
w h ile  maintaining the current programme o f  b ien n ia l reports fo r  the f i r s t  
c y lc e  o f  the reporting procedure under a r t ic le  16 o f  the Covenant, to  prolong 
by one year the p e r io d ic ity  o f  repo rtin g  under the second and subsequent cyc le  
o f  the reporting  procedure.

136/ E/1985/18.



1986/102. Venue o f  the meetings o f  the Conanittee on 
Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltu ra l R ights

At i t s  4th plenary m eeting, on 7 February 1986, the Economic and S oc ia l 
Council, having reconsidered i t s  reso lu tion  1985/17 o f  28 May 1985 in 
pursuance o f  sec tion  V II o f  General Assembly reso lu tion  40/252 o f  
18 December 1985, decided that sessions o f the Committee on Economic, Soc ia l 
and Cu ltural R ights should be held a t Geneva, in accordance w ith the p r in c ip le  
la id  down in paragraph 4 o f  sec tion  I  o f  Assembly reso lu tion  31/140 o f 
17 December 1976.



1986/3. Implementation o f  the In te rn a tion a l Covenant 
on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltural R ights

The Economic and S oc ia l C ouncil,

R eca llin g  th at the peoples o f  the United Nations have in the Charter 
rea ffirm ed  th e ir  fa ith  in fundamental human r ig h ts , in the d ign ity  and worth o f  
the human person and in the equal r igh ts  o f  men and women, and have determined 
to  promote s o c ia l progress and b e tte r  standards o f  l i f e  in la rg e r  freedom.

R eca llin g  the In te rn a tion a l Covenant on Economic, S o c ia l and Cu ltura l 
R ights 5/ and the In te rn a tion a l Covenant on C iv i l  and P o l i t i c a l  R igh ts, 5/ and 
rea ffirm in g  that a l l  human r igh ts  and fundamental freedoms are in d iv is ib le  and 
in te r r e la te d  and that the promotion and p ro tec tion  o f  one category o f  r igh ts  
should never exempt or excuse S tates from the promotion and p ro tection  o f  the 
o th er.

R eca llin g  i t s  reso lu tion  1988 (LX) o f  11 May 1976, by which i t  noted the 
important r e s p o n s ib il it ie s  placed upon the Economic and S o c ia l Council by the 
In te rn a tion a l Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltu ra l R igh ts, in  p a rticu la r  
those resu lt in g  from a r t ic le s  21 and 22 o f  the Covenant, and expressed i t s  
readiness to  f u l f i l  those r e s p o n s ib il it ie s .

R eca llin g  a lso  i t s  d ec is ion  1978/10 o f  3 March 1978, by which i t  decided 
to  es tab lish  a Sessional Working Group on the Implementation o f the 
In te rn a tio n a l Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltura l R igh ts, fo r  the 
purpose o f  a ss is tin g  the Council in the con sideration  o f  reports  submitted by 
S tates p a r t ie s  to  the Covenant,

R eca llin g  fu rther i t s  reso lu tion  1985/17 o f  28 May 1985, by which i t  
decided to  e s tab lish  the Committee on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltura l R igh ts, 
which w i l l  be entrusted, as from 1987, w ith the important task o f  overseeing 
the implementation o f  the In te rn a tion a l Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and 
C u ltural R igh ts,

Having considered the report o f  the Sessional Working Group o f  
Governmental Experts on the Implementation o f  the In te rn a tion a l Covenant on 
Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltural R igh ts, ^/

1. Urges a l l  S tates th a t have not y e t  done so to  become p a rtie s  to  the 
In te rn a tion a l Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltu ra l R igh ts;

2. Commends the S tates p a rtie s  to  the In te rn a tion a l Covenant on 
Economic, S oc ia l and Cu ltural R ights that have submitted th e ir  reports  under 
a r t ic le  16 o f  the Covenant;

3. Emphasizes the importance o f  the s t r ic t e s t  compliance by States 
p a rtie s  w ith  th e ir  o b lig a tio n s  under the Covenant;

5/ General Assembly reso lu tion  2200 A (X X I), annex. 

6/ E/1986/49.



4. Expresses i t s  app rec ia tion  to  the Sessional Working Group o f  
Governmental Experts on the Implementation o f  the In te rn a tion a l Covenant on 
Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltu ra l R ights fo r  the work i t  has accomplished since 
i t s  establishm ent;

5. Takes note w ith apprec ia tion  o f  the report o f  the Sessional Working 
Group;

6. Requests the Secretary-G eneral to  bring to  the a tten tion  o f  the 
Committee on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltu ra l R igh ts, a t i t s  session  in 1987, the 
suggestions and recommendations o f  the Sessional Working Group;

7. Urges a l l  S tates p a r tie s  to  the Covenant to  extend th e ir  fu l l  
co-opera tion  and support to  the Committee on Economic, S oc ia l and Cu ltural 
R igh ts;

8. Decides to  include the question o f  the In te rn a tion a l Covenant on 
Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltu ra l R ights in the p ro v is io n a l agenda fo r  i t s  f i r s t  
regu lar session o f  1987.

16th p lenary meeting 
21 May 1986



1986/123. F ir s t  session o f  the Committee on Economic,
S oc ia l and C u ltu ra l R ights

At i t s  16th p lenary m eeting, on 21 May 1986, the Economic and S oc ia l 
Council decided that the f i r s t  session  o f  the Committee on Economic, S oc ia l 
and C u ltu ra l R ights would be held a t Geneva from 9 to  27 March 1987.



1987/5. In te rn a tio n a l Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l 
and C u ltu ra l R ights

The Economic and S oc ia l C ouncil,

M indful o f  i t s  c en tra l r e s p o n s ib il it ie s  under the In te rn a tion a l Covenant 
on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltu ra l R igh ts,

R eca llin g  i t s  reso lu tion  1985/17 o f  28 May 1985, by which i t  estab lished  
the Committee on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltural R igh ts, to  be entrusted from 
1987 with the important task o f  examining the implementation o f  the 
In te rn a tion a l Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltu ra l R igh ts,

R eca llin g  a lso  i t s  reso lu tion s  and decis ion s re la t in g  to  i t s  Sessional 
Working Group o f  Governmental Experts on the Implementation o f  the 
In tern a tion a l Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltu ra l R igh ts, including 
reso lu tion  1979/43 o f  11 May 1979, which remain in  fo rc e  in so fa r  as they are 
not superseded or m odified  by reso lu tion  1985/17,

Reaffirm ing the importance o f  increasing pub lic  awareness o f  the Committee 
and the r o le  that non-governmental o rgan iza tion s can p lay  in that regard .

R eca llin g  General Assembly reso lu tion  41/121 o f  4 December 1986 on 
reportin g  ob lig a tio n s  under United Nations instruments on human r ig h ts , which 
is  o f  relevance to  the Committee on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltura l R ights and 
in  which the Assembly rea ffirm ed  the importance o f  maintaining summary 
records, and bearing in mind the relevance to  the work o f  the Committee o f  the 
a c t iv i t i e s  and experience o f  other United Nations tre a ty  bodies,

1. Takes note w ith  apprecia tion  o f  the report o f  the Committee on 
Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltu ra l R igh ts on i t s  f i r s t  session , 1/ including 
suggestions and recommendations o f  a genera l nature approved by the 
Committee;

2. Urges a l l  S ta tes th at have not y e t  done so to  become p a r tie s  to  the 
In te rn a tion a l Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltural R igh ts;

3. In v ite s  S tates p a r t ie s  to  the In te rn a tion a l Covenant on Economic, 
S oc ia l and C u ltural R ights to  fo llo w  the recommendations made by the Committee 
to  address the problems o f  non-submission and extended delays in the 
submission o f  p e r io d ic  rep o rts , in  p a rticu la r  the need fo r  S tates p a r tie s  to  
submit and present th e ir  reports in a tim ely  manner and to  cover the e n tire  
c y c le  o f  i n i t i a l  reports  be fo re  submitting second rep o rts ;

4. In v ite s  a lso  S tates p a r tie s  to  the Covenant to  review  the processes 
fo llow ed  in the preparation  o f  th e ir  p e r io d ic  reports  on implementation o f  the 
Covenant, including consu lta tion  and co-o rd in a tion  with re levan t governmental

1/ E/1987/L.15; fo r  the f in a l  t e x t ,  see O f f i c ia l  Records o f  the
Economic and S o c ia l Council, 1987, Supplement No. 17 (E/1987/28).

2/ Ib id . , chap. I I I .



departments and agencies, com pilation  o f  data, and tra in in g  o f s t a f f ,  w ith a 
view to  ensuring fu l l  compliance w ith re levan t gu id e lin es  improving the 
q u a lity  o f  d esc r ip tion  and an a lys is  in  such rep o rts , and lim it in g  reports  to  a 
reasonable len gth ;

5. Urges the s p ec ia liz ed  agencies, reg ion a l commissions and other 
re levan t United Nations bodies to  extend th e ir  fu l l  co -opera tion  and support 
to  the Committee on Economic, S o c ia l and C u ltu ra l R ights by, in ter  a l i a , 
enabling th e ir  rep resen ta tives  to  attend meetings o f  the Committee and 
su to it t in g  re levan t in form ation  to  the Committee;

6. In v ite s  non-governmental organ iza tion s in con su lta tive  status w ith  
the Council to  submit to  i t  w r itten  statements th at might con tribu te  to  f u l l  
and u n iversa l recogn ition  and r e a liz a t io n  o f  the r igh ts  contained in  the 
In te rn a tio n a l Covenant on Economic, S o c ia l and C u ltu ra l R igh ts, and requests 
the Secretary-G eneral to  make those statements a va ila b le  to  the Committee in  a 
tim ely  manner;

7. Takes note o f  the recommendation o f  the Committee with regard to  
fu ture sessions o f  the Committee but considers that the current p rov is ion  o f  
one annual sess ion  o f  th ree weeks' duration  should be maintained fo r  the time 
being and in v ite s  the Committee to  exp lore  fu rth er ways o f exped iting  i t s  
con sid era tion  o f  p e r io d ic  rep o rts , such as by imposing t im e - lim its  on o ra l 
in te rv en tio n s , avoid ing du p lica tion  in  question ing, requesting supplementary 
w r itten  m ateria l, and encouraging S ta tes  p a r t ie s  to  present reports  that are 
as succinct as p oss ib le ;

8. Welcomes the proposal o f  the Committee to  s e t up a sess ion a l working 
group to  consider i t s  methods o f  work and in v ite s  the Committee to  develop  as 
a matter o f  p r io r i t y  i t s  gen era l gu id e lin es  fo r  the preparation  o f  reports  
pursuant to  a r t ic le s  16 and 17 o f  the Covenant, taking due account o f  the 
com p ila tion  o f  gu id e lin es  prepared by the Secretary-G enera l, and focusing on 
such s p e c i f ic  in form ation  as would a s s is t  the Committee to  carry  out i t s  
mandate more e f f e c t i v e ly ;

9. In v ite s  the Committee to  consider again a t i t s  next sess ion  the 
com pilation  o f  recommendations in  the summary records o f  the Committee 
re la t in g  to  i t s  fu ture work, paying p a r t icu la r  regard to  p ra c t ic e s  fo llow ed  by 
other tr e a ty  bod ies, includ ing the preparation  o f  general comments by the 
Human R igh ts Committee;

10. Requests the Secretary-G eneral to  bring the report o f  the Committee 
to  the a tten tion  o f  the Commission on Human R igh ts, the Sub-Commission on 
Preven tion  o f  D iscrim iination and P ro tec tion  o f  M in o r it ie s , the Human Rights 
Committee, the Committee on the E lim ination  o f  R ac ia l D iscrim ination , the 
Committee on the E lim ination  o f  D iscrim ination  aga inst Women and other 
United Nations organs and th e ir  su b s id ia r ie s , sp ec ia liz ed  agencies concerned 
w ith p rovid in g tech n ica l ass istance and the reg ion a l commissions;

11. Requests the Secretary-G eneral to  continue h is e f fo r t s  under the 
programme o f  advisory s e rv ic es  in  the f i e ld  o f  human r igh ts  to  a s s is t  S ta tes  
p a rtie s  in  d ischarging th e ir  reporting o b lig a t io n s  under the Covenant, 
including holding tra in in g  courses on the preparation  o f  reports  on the 
implementation o f  the Covenant, and requests the Secretary-G eneral to  advise 
S ta tes p a r t ie s  o f  the a v a i la b i l i t y  o f such ass is tan ce ;



12. Encourages the Secretary-G eneral to  g iv e  p u b lic ity  to  the 
proceedings o f  the Committee on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltu ra l R igh ts and to 
ensure that i t  rece ives  f u l l  adm in is tra tive  support so as to  enable i t  to  
d ischarge i t s  functions as e f f e c t i v e ly  as p o ss ib le ;

13. Requests the Secretary-G eneral to  provide a com pilation  from 
o f f i c i a l  United Nations sources o f  s t a t is t ic s  re levan t to  the Committee's 
consideration  o f  the reports o f  S tates p a r t ie s .

14. Decides to  transm it the report o f  the Committee to  the
General Assembly a t i t s  forty-secon d  session  fo r  con sidera tion  under the item 
on the In te rn a tion a l Covenants on Human R igh ts.

14th p lenary meeting 
26 May 1987



1988/4. In te rn a tion a l Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l 
and C u ltural R ights

The Economic and S o c ia l C ouncil,

M indful o f  i t s  c en tra l r e s p o n s ib il it ie s  under the In te rn a tion a l Covenant 
on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltu ra l R igh ts, \/

R eca llin g  i t s  reso lu tion  1985/17 o f  28 May 1985, by which i t  estab lished  
the Committee on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltural R igh ts, to  be entrusted from 
1987 w ith the important task o f  examining the implementation o f  the Covenant,

R eca llin g  a lso  i t s  reso lu tion s  and decis ion s r e la t in g  to  i t s  Sessional 
Working Group o f  Governmental Experts on the Implementation o f  the 
In te rn a tio n a l Covenant on Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltural R igh ts, including 
reso lu tion  1979/43 o f  11 May 1979, which remain in fo rc e  in so fa r as they are 
not superseded or m od ified  by the p rov is ions o f  reso lu tion  1985/17,

Reaffirm ing the importance o f  increasing pu b lic  awareness o f  the 
Committee on Economic, S oc ia l and Cu ltural R ights and the ro le  that 
non-governmental organ iza tion s can p lay in that regard .

R eca llin g  General Assembly reso lu tion s  41/121 o f  4 December 1986 and 
42/105 o f  7 December 1987 on reportin g  o b lig a t io n s  under United Nations 
instruments on human r ig h ts ,  which are o f  relevance to  the Committee on 
Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltu ra l R igh ts and that in those reso lu tion s  the 
Assembly rea ffirm ed  the importance o f  maintaining summary records o f  the 
proceedings o f  the bodies, supervising the implementation o f  United Nations 
instruments on human r ig h ts , and bearing in mind the relevance to  the work o f  
the Ccmmittee o f  the a c t iv i t i e s  and experience o f  other United Nations tr e a ty  
bod ies.

R eca llin g  a lso  the request o f  the General Assembly, in i t s  
reso lu tion  42/105, that i t  consider changing the p e r io d ic ity  o f  reportin g  
under the In te rn a tion a l Covenant on Econcmic, S o c ia l and C u ltu ra l R igh ts, and 
the endorsement by the General Assembly, in i t s  reso lu tion  42/102 o f  
7 December 1987, o f  the in v ita t io n  extended by the Econonic and S o c ia l Council 
to  the Committee to  consider recommendations r e la t in g  to  i t s  fu ture work,

1. Takes note with apprec ia tion  o f  the report o f  the Committee on 
Economic, S oc ia l and C u ltura l R ights on i t s  second sess ion , including the 
conclusions and recommendations adopted by the Committee with respect to  i t s  
future methods o f  work; 3/

1/ General Assembly reso lu tion  2200 A (X X I), annex.

2J E/1988/L.18 and A d d .l; fo r  the f in a l  t e x t ,  see O f f i c ia l  Records o f
the Economic and S oc ia l Council, 1988, Supplement No. 4 (E/1988/14).

3/ I b id . , chap. IV.



2. Urges a l l  States that have not y e t  done so to  becane p a rtie s  to  the 
In te rn a tio n a l Covenant on Economic, S o c ia l and C u ltural R igh ts;

3. In v ite s  States p a rtie s  to  the Covenant to  fo llo w  the recommendations 
made by the Committee to  address the problems o f non-sufcmission and extended 
delays in  the submission o f  p e r io d ic  reports , in p a rticu la r  the need to  submit 
and present the reports in a tim ely  manner and to  con p lete  the e n tire  c y c le  o f 
i n i t i a l  reports  b e fo re  subm itting second rep o rts , and requests the 
Secretary-G eneral to  send appropriate reminders to  those S ta tes  p a r t ie s  whose 
reports are overdue;

4. WeIcomes the d ecis ion s taken by the Committee on the ac tion  i t  should 
take to  seek supplementary in form ation in cases where reports are incom plete;

5. In v i tes  S tates p a r t ie s  to  the Covenant to  review  the processes 
fo llow ed  in the preparation  o f th e ir  p e r io d ic  reports on the implementation o f 
the Covenant, including con su lta tion  and co -o rd in a tion  with appropriate 
governmental departments and agencies, com pilation  o f  data and tra in in g  o f 
s t a f f ,  and to  hold, as appropriate, con su lta tions with in teres ted  
non-governmental organ iza tion s w ith  a view  to  ensuring fu l l  compliance w ith  
re levan t gu id e lin es , inproving the q u a lity  o f  d esc r ip tion  and an a lys is  in such 
reports and lim it in g  reports to  a reasonable len g th ;

6. Endorses the recommendation o f the Committee that S ta tes p a r t ie s  be 
requested to  submit a s in g le  report w ith in  two years o f  the en try  in to  fo rce  
o f the Covenant fo r  the S ta te  party  concerned and th erea fte r  a t f iv e -y e a r  
in te r v a ls ,  and requests the Secretary-G eneral to  inform  States p a rtie s  to  the 
Covenant o f th is  d ec is ion ;

7. WeIcomes the d ec is ion  o f the Committee to  r e v is e  and s in p l i f y  the 
gu id e lin es  fo r  reports o f  S tates p a rties  and to  p lace l im its  on the time 
devoted to  the con sideration  o f the report o f  each S ta te  p arty ;

8. Endorses the request o f  the Coim ittee that the Secretary-G eneral 
prepare a report showing c le a r ly  the exten t and nature o f any overlapping o f 
issues d e a lt  w ith  in the p r in c ip a l human r igh ts  t r e a t ie s ,  w ith a view  to  
reducing, as appropriate, du p lica tion  in  the d i f fe r e n t  supervisory bodies o f 
issues ra ised  w ith respect to  any g iven  State party ;

9. Takes note o f  the recommendation o f the Committee on i t s  fu ture 
sess ions, but considers th at, in view o f  the various recoimendations made by 
the Committee to  exped ite  i t s  con sidera tion  o f p e r io d ic  rep o rts , the current 
p ro v is ion  fo r  one annual session  o f three weeks' duration should be maintained 
fo r  the time being;

10. Authorizes the Committee to  e s ta b lish , w ith in  a va ila b le  resources, a 
p re -sess ion a l working group to  meet fo r  a period  o f up to  one week p r io r  to  
each session ;

11. Agrees that an e f f o r t  should be made to  avoid  overlapping o f  future 
sessions o f  the Committee w ith  sessions o f  the Commission on Human R igh ts ;



12. Takes note o f  the d ec is ion  o f the Committee to  devote one day during 
each session  to  a genera l d iscussion  o f  one s p e c if ic  r igh t or a p a rticu la r  
a r t i c l e  o f  the Covenant in  order to  develcp in g rea te r  depth i t s  understanding 
o f  the re levan t issues;

13. Welcomes the d ec is ion  o f  the Committee to  prepare gen era l comments, 
based on the various a r t ic le s  and p rov is ion s  o f  the Covenant, w ith  a view to  
a ss is t in g  S ta tes  p a r t ie s  in  f u l f i l l i n g  th e ir  reportin g  o b lig a t io n s , paying 
p a r ticu la r  a tten tio n  to  re levan t p ra c t ices  fo llow ed  by other tre a ty  bod ies , 
and takes note o f the methods o f work to  be fo llo w ed  a t fu ture sessions o f  the 
Committee;

14. Urges the Committee to  encourage S ta tes  p a r t ie s ,  in  con form ity  with 
a r t ic le  2, paragraph 1, o f the Covenant, to  consider id e n t ify in g  bench-marks 
fo r  measuring achievements in  the p rogressive  r e a l iz a t io n  o f  the r igh ts  
recogn ized  in  the Covenant and, in  th is  con tex t, t o  pay p a rticu la r  regard to  
the most vu lnerab le  and disadvantaged persons;

15. Urges the sp ec ia liz ed  agencies, the reg ion a l coninissions and other 
appropria te  United Nations bodies, in p a rticu la r  the United Nations 
Development Prograirtne, to  extend th e ir  f u l l  co -opera tion  and support to  the 
Committee on Economic, S o c ia l and C u ltu ra l R ights by, in te r  a l i a , enabling 
th e ir  rep resen ta tives  to  attend meetings o f  the Committee and submitting 
re levan t in form ation  to  the Committee;

16. In v i tes  non-governmental organ iza tion s  in  con su lta tive  statu s with 
the Council to  submit to  the Committee w ritten  statements that might 
con trib u te  to  f u l l  and u n iversa l recogn ition  and r e a l iz a t io n  o f the r igh ts  s e t 
fo r th  in  the Covenant, requests the Secretary-G eneral to  make those statements 
a v a ila b le  to  the Committee in  a tim ely  manner and thanks those o rgan iza tion s 
that submitted w ritten  statonents to  the Coiraittee fo r  consideration  a t i t s  
second session ;

17. Requests the Secretary-G enera l to  bring the report o f  the Committee 
to  the a tten tion  o f  the Commission on Human R igh ts, i t s  Sub-Comnission on 
Prevention  o f  D iscrim ination  and P ro tec tion  o f M in o r it ie s , the Human Rights 
Coim iittee, the Committee on the E lim ination  o f  D iscrim ination  aga inst Women, 
other United Nations organs and th e ir  su b s id ia r ie s , s p e c ia liz ed  agencies 
concerned w ith  provid ing tech n ica l assistance and the reg ion a l commissions;

18. Requests the Secretary-G enera l t o  continue h is  e f fo r t s  under the 
prograrane o f  advisory  s e rv ic es  on human r igh ts  to  a s s is t  States p a rties  in 
d ischarging th e ir  reportin g  o b lig a t io n s  under the Covenant, including the 
hold ing o f  tra in in g  courses on the preparation  o f  reports on the 
inplem entation o f the Covenant, and requests the Secretary-G enera l t o  advise 
S tates p a r tie s  o f  the a v a i la b i l i t y  o f  such ass is tan ce ;

19. Takes note with app rec ia tion  o f  the conclusions o f  the Committee on 
the importance o f  g rea te r  p u b lic ity  fo r  i t s  work, and encourages the 
Secretary-G eneral to  g ive  p u b lic ity  to  the proceedings o f  the Committee and to  
ensure that i t  rece ives  fu l l  adm in is tra tive  support so as to  enable i t  to  
d ischarge i t s  functions as e f f e c t iv e ly  as p oss ib le ;



20. Requests the Secretary-G eneral to  continue to  provide the Conimittee, 
upon i t s  request, w ith re levan t data from o f f i c i a l  United Nations source, 
including in form ation from the sp ec ia liz ed  agencies and the reg ion a l 
commissions;

21. Decides to  transm it the report o f  the Committee to  the
General Assembly a t i t s  fo r ty - th ir d  session  fo r  con sideration  under the agenda 
item e n t it le d  "In te rn a tion a l Covenants on Human R igh ts ".

12th plenary meeting 
24 May 1988


