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1. The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
presents its compliments to the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Belarus to the United
Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva and has the honour to refer to
resolution 52/29 on the “Situation of human rights in Belarus in the run-up to the 2020
presidential election and in its aftermath”, adopted by the Human Rights Council on 4 April
2023.

2. The above-mentioned resolution, inter alia, requests the High Commissioner to
continue “to monitor and report on the situation of human rights, to carry out a comprehensive
examination of all alleged human rights violations committed in Belarus since 1 May 2020
in the run-up to the 2020 presidential election and in its aftermath, ... [and] to engage with
the Belarusian authorities and all stakeholders”.

3. In fulfilment of this mandate, OHCHR wishes to inform the Permanent Mission of its
intention to deploy a team of human rights officers to the Republic of Belarus to meet with
authorities, representatives of civil society organizations and relevant stakeholders, and to
investigate alleged human rights violations. OHCHR stands ready to discuss with the
Permanent Mission of the Republic of Belarus relevant practical arrangements and details for
the mission.

4, Additionally, OHCHR would like to invite the Permanent Mission of the Republic of
Belarus to submit relevant information or documentation related to this mandate by
1 November 2023, at the latest.

5. The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights avails itself
of the opportunity to renew to the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Belarus to the United
Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva the assurances of its highest
consideration.
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1. The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
respectfully requests the Government to address the queries detailed herein. OHCHR will
take into account the response of the Government when drafting the next report to the Human
Rights Council and may provide a link to the present note verbale and to the response of the
Government in a footnote appearing on the first page of the report, unless the Government
explicitly requests any part of the response to remain confidential.

2. OHCHR would be grateful to receive replies and any other submissions that the
Government may wish to present, no later than 24 November 2023.

3. OHCHR avails itself of the opportunity to renew to the Permanent Mission of the
Republic of Belarus to the United Nations Office and other international organizations in
Geneva the assurances of its highest consideration.

Policies and procedures

4, Please provide details on the procedure for approving a “mass event”, and on the
number of approved or rejected requests to hold such a “mass event” since the
2021 amendments to the Law on Mass Events came into force and on the grounds for
rejecting such requests, if any.

5. Please clarify if there is a specified procedure for handling persons who are detained
and charged on extremism- or terrorism-related charges, while they are in detention or
serving a sentence of imprisonment.

6. Please provide the regulations and/or rules governing the administration of places of
deprivation of liberty, including the procedures governing the transfer of detainees and
disciplinary measures.

7. Please provide details on the practice of strip search while in detention, including the
grounds for conducting such searches.

8. Please outline what rules of engagement on the use of force by law enforcement
officials applied during the 2020 protests and thereafter, in relation to crowd control
operations.

9. Please outline the legal grounds for involving military personnel in crowd control
operations during the protests in 2020.

10.  Please share the standard operating procedures of the Belarus police or other security
forces for the conduct of arrest and search operations, including the search of private
residence.

11.  Please provide details on the mechanisms in place to ensure that disclosure of
individuals’ private information to security agencies under the Law on Medical Care and the
Law on Psychological Assistance does not unnecessarily and disproportionately breach the
rights to privacy and access to health.

12.  Please provide details on the mechanisms in place to ensure that disclosure of
individuals’ private information to security agencies under Presidential Decree 368 does not
unnecessarily and disproportionately breach the rights to privacy and to freedom of
expression.
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B.

Right to life

13.  Please provide a list of persons who died in the custody of Belarus authorities or as a
result of the use of force by Belarus security forces since 1 May 2020.

14.  Please provide detail on the steps taken to investigate the cause of death, and the
outcome of investigation, of any person who died in the custody of Belarus authorities or as
a result of the use of force by Belarus security forces since 1 May 2020.

Investigations and criminal proceedings

15.  Please provide an update on the number of persons, disaggregated by gender and age,
investigated and prosecuted under extremism- and terrorism-related offences since
May 2021, disaggregated by the relevant offence.

16.  Please provide an update on the number of persons, disaggregated by gender and age,
arrested and prosecuted under Art. 24.23 of the Code of Administrative Offences for
participation in unauthorized mass events since May 2020.

17.  Please provide information on the number of persons, disaggregated by gender and
age, investigated and prosecuted in 2022 and 2023 under Article 193-1 of the Criminal Code
(participation in the activities of non-registered, suspended or liquidated association).

18.  Please provide details on the number of persons, disaggregated by gender and age,
charged and prosecuted since May 2020 for insulting the President, a judge or representative
of the authorities, as well as on the criminal or administrative sanction imposed.

19.  Please provide an update on the total number of “special criminal proceedings” (in
absentia) conducted under Chapter 49 of the Criminal Procedural Code since July 2022.

20.  Please provide information on the number of persons, disaggregated by gender and
age, charged and prosecuted under article 411 of the Criminal Code (for disobedience to the
administration of the penal facilities).

Freedom of expression and association

21.  Please provide an update on the total number of civil society, non-governmental
organizations and trade unions registered in Belarus since May 2020.

22.  Please provide the complete list of civil society, non-governmental organizations and
trade unions closed down by the Belarus authorities since May 2020, including details on the
basis for closure.

23.  Please provide the complete list of media outlets and telegram channels that have been
included in the Republican lists of extremist materials or extremist formations since
May 2020, including the reason for their inclusion on the list.

24.  Please provide the complete list of websites blocked, pursuant to decisions of the
Belarus authorities since May 2020, including the reason for their closure.

25.  Please provide the complete list of individuals, disaggregated by gender and age, as
well as organisations or entities included in the Government’s “List of Belarusian citizens,
foreign citizens or stateless persons involved in extremist activities”; “List of Organizations,
Formations, Individual Entrepreneurs involved in Extremist Activities” and “List of
Organizations and Individuals involved in Terrorist Activities” and the reason for their
inclusion.

26.  Please provide a complete list of political parties that sought re-registration pursuant
to the Law on the Activities of Political Parties, adopted in February 2023, and the outcome
of the re-registration process, including the reason for rejection of re-registration, if any.

27.  Please outline the steps taken by the Government to ensure free and fair conduct of
the Parliamentary election foreseen for February 2024.
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Due process and the right to a fair trial

28.  Please provide details on how the right to counsel is guaranteed in proceedings under
the Code of Administrative Offenses, as well as in disciplinary proceedings against persons
in custody.

29.  Please provide details on the access to lawyers of those detained and charged, in
particular those held in solitary confinement or isolation.

30.  Please provide updated information on the number of lawyers, disaggregated by
gender, disbarred since May 2020 and the grounds for their disbarment.

Citizenship

31.  Please provide details on the number of cases, disaggregated by gender and age, of
revocation of citizenship by the Belarus authorities, if any, including on the grounds for
revoking citizenship since May 2020.

32.  Please provide information on the steps taken to ensure that the implementation of the
July 2023 amendment to the Law on Citizenship does not result in statelessness, including of
children born to Belarusian citizens currently living abroad.

Economic, social and cultural rights

33.  Please provide information on the number of persons dismissed from
State-employment on grounds of having participated in peaceful protest or otherwise
exercising their freedom of expression or opinion, association or assembly and/or for being
absent from work without the ability to provide a valid justification.

34.  Please provide information on the number of persons expelled from educational
institutions on grounds of having participated in peaceful protest or otherwise exercising their
freedom of expression or opinion, association or assembly and/or for being absent without
the ability to provide a valid justification.

35.  Please provide information on the number of private educational and cultural
institutions closed since 1 May 2020.

36.  Please provide information on the number of schools where language of instruction
was changed from a national minority language to Russian since 1 May 2020.

37.  Please provide information about the practice of appointing a person in charge of
security issues at the educational and other public institutions and state-owned companies as
of September 2020, the number of such positions introduced, and the rule or regulation which
regulates this practice.

Accountability for alleged violations of human rights

38.  Please provide information on the number of complaints received since May 2020
into human rights violations, allegedly committed by law enforcement personnel, detail on
the steps taken to investigate them and the outcome of those investigations.

39.  Please provide details of remedies provided to victims of human rights violations
since May 2020, if any, including reparations.

40.  Please outline action taken against perpetrators of human rights violations since
May 2020, including prosecutions and convictions, if any.

Implementation of previous recommendations

41.  Please outline any steps taken to implement recommendations contained in the last
three OHCHR reports on Belarus (A/HRC/52/68, A/HRC/49/71 and A/HRC/46/4).
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J.  Access

42.  Please reply to the High Commissioner’s note verbale dated 22 June 2023 requesting
access to Belarus and grant such access.
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