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Note by the Secretary-Gener1l 

., At the request of the Plenary Assembly of the Conference, the Secretaria.t 

has the honour to issue herewith the text of the introductory st~tement made 
, . _. . -

by the Rapporteur of the First Comtlittee, Mr. Saadollnh Ghaoucy. (Afgh£1nistan) . 

when he presented his report on the work of the Cor:unittee (A/CONF,32/33) 

to the Assembly. 
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I have the ho::wur to put ~~~of:, ~ott, i.'Pe .:i,:~P°,=:_t,.o~ :t1,1e Firs.~ 9oru~ii'ttee ·:{A/C0NF, '3,2/33). , 

'I'hr~·~ topicCJ >We:.ce aof::: . .gned to ·the Cc'~~it·{b;e f.o; . e~~~j-~ation: (J.) the question of 

racic1,!: ·---d.iscrimil'la ti·o.n. .. in ·gen0ra1 a11d aparti~eid ··i~ p~r:.,;:i~ c~.i~~; . ( 2 )_ .the questi~t;i. of 

c0lonia:1i~Jir··: .:a:11·i (3:) the questiOil :·•o'i ~~l~v;·ry~ :· :The fepo·r; ~~· di~id~d up i nto seven 

i~a:.:t~ . The :·i:::-s t fou:c par ts deal with ques tion.'3 of organizE>. ticn; the fifth :p...~rt 

.contains the variouS draft resolutions subrai t"';ea. to t:be Committee together vri th the 

:relevant amen&-ne::mts. ':·.he sixth pa:-:-t is cio.~cen1ec: .. with the voting on the d:r:af'ts, and . . . ,, 
the last ~a.rt contains the i:esoJ.ution;;; ai-i aiopted by t;10 .Committee. 

,. 

In accordance wit:i1 Gcr:.era.l ,Asse~bly reF>olut=i:on 2292 _(XX:II), I have r.ot included a 
• ...... . . .. . •• ••1· • • • • • 

special chapter on the matters cove'r0d in the course of the discussions . In ~ny case, 

the vie,1s of the distinguished :.:epresemt3,tives in the Committee are given in the summc).ry 
:::ecc•ros of the me ·:it~.ngs . 

. . Te:1 craft rc30J_utionf' ,.rere p::.t "tef,n.•e the Co::r_11ittee. Seven· we:ce aci.opted, two ' were 

:r:-eje~tecl,. z.nd the tent'b. ~,as wi.tha.::awn by the spons:>rs. 
I • • • • • •• " 

'I'ha Com.mi tte0 r-ar:r;l.r:d. 01tt. it.a .t'l'.n0 tions car:iestly, in full a,,areness cf the 

.importa:nce and. g:!"~xi t;,· c,f t'ci,~ p:.'Ob:Lems ,d -eh which it v;as . called upon t6 deal. In its 

S:·}, ,-3 c~:i.2 t:i.r;:::·,. .. , .:·: ·.: · :"."".?p:t."~sm1-l;a :-,~,-.• ,.:::; :'..1::. i;hG Go:r21i tt0a were unanimous j_n the view th~ t 

·, ";b.(1 ,c;om:r::..at& eJ:i..m:i..r...,:1.ti.:m of :::2.:.~:~ci. ctisc:~5...:r.i:1a:tion in n.:.l ::. ts :'or.ms and manifestations. 

~-:arr. the mo~ ~ t:Xgant t:-12k fa:: :: ~1'5· tc.c ~ -:3;err..a. t:::.or.i.al coi11f;_-:_l.-:i ty,, Howeve.,: r v1hile noting ·tha t 

. : th,-, m ·:i:? tence cf r2:::i:i.sJ1_, in va.ryii~g degrees, in mti.ny par~s of t1:1e vrnrld i'ormed a decided. 

· .. :~t~t71~1li'rt6 ~"'cloek ~;r., t~1e 0::-c::,,t.ion of a more just ,wrld, the CQ;1lmi ttee placed the me.in 

· -E'lZ1~'i.'8.ei8 on t:i1e oc:iou.s <Z.:,.'.l j_n:i:c].;:,J~·;,1.i)le 8i tnat:i.0~1 whict .. ,~t rrcsent obtains ii1 . southArn 

, :'lhr.O'}ghout the <L8Gu:,:siow:;, e.r,artheid. a:nd. tl" ... e :::yc ·:;ema tic policy o.r racial 
.• . ' . 

C_ · ... ' dis
0

ci-imi'1atton a.nd SEigr,:,•g-a.t~.-:m appJ.ied in Souther~. Rhodeoia and in the Portuguese-
:·; ' . 

i- i.. · c.:.:,;ntnacsd .A.f:r.ican terri tor:Ce.s were denounced ar,d censured in tr.e strongest tenns. 
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For the overwhelnri.ng ·majority. ·of the delegations; :·that · policy represents a _crime . 

agains:t hwnanify and ·a threat to pe_ace and- international -~ecurity. Some delegations 

ranked it :with nazism. ~th~rs saw._in apartheid a form of slavery based ·on cC?iow:: 

~d :f'ound-, ·it to be a direct . cons~quence of the _colonialist system, whil~ oth~r~ : 

again consider~d _ that · :tiie policy of apartheid led inevitably to ge~ocide. AlLrecognized-: 

that apartheid and the systematic policy- of racial discrimination pursued in Sout~ern . :. \; 

Rhodesia and the &o-called Portuguese colonies was inconsistent with the accepted ideas··_: ; 

of fundamental human rights as laid down in _particular in the United Nations Charter, _ 

the Universal Declaration cf Human Rights and the International _ Covenants recei:i~ly 

adopted by the United Nations General hssembly, and that the - trag~c situation in 
/ 

southern Africa constitutes the . vilest a.pd most flagrant violation of human· rights 

ever recorded' in history. -

ho\'rever, that the international · 

.,. 

. .. 
' ":' The great majority of delegations considered, 

coll!IIlunity should abandon the line of recrimin9,tion, 

brought out into the open and clearly established. 

s_ince the facts had been long since 

The state of degradation to . which_ : : 

the i1frican populations in this region were r,,duced \'las no longer open to doubt. 

The·· time had therefore come resolutely to take spe·cific and effective measures to 

bring about with the minimum delay the · total eradication of the sco~ge prevai~ing in 

southern 11frica. • The general opinion was that i ,t -was no longer enqugh to issue mere 

verbal condemnations. 

Repeate~ references- were made to the efforts exerted by the United .Nations since 

1946 and the persistently defiant attitude of the South African Government • . · It v;as . . 

stressed that apartheid, far from being on the wane is spreading beyond the frontiers _'·::_. :·· 

of South Africa. and that the racist regimes of Southern· Rhodesia ?nd Portugal . are ·, 

s trengtheni.ng their gri_p. 
. , 

il number of delegations, speaking of the bitterness caused in their countries 
. . . 

by the ineffectiveness of the measures taken by the United Nations, _queried the 

reasons for the apparent 'impasse in ·w~ich the· internatio!lc:l.l community finds itself.- -

Referring partic~arly, to the resolutions which. advocate sanctions against South.·Africa'):f 
• • • • .., • .' ~ I • • • •/~ 

and Southern Rhodesia·, they emphasized· that· the measures taken by the Unit'ed ,Nations ) •: 
. . • ·~ ·F\·· 

are valid and v1ou.id have .been e'ffective if th.ey had been faithfully applied. -:· -:·:,(:, 

. ' .. ,,, 
··· .. ;. 
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Many delegations expressed the view that the basic cause of the setback 

.of the United Nations is to·b~'sought in~the attitude of South Africa's m.in trading 

partners. According to them, by maintaining diplomatic, commercial, economic 

and military relations with South Africa those Powers are in fact giving support and 

encouragement to the minority ro,cist regimes of southern Jurica. Several 

delegations said they were convinced that without such assistance those ·regimes 

would have· collapsed long since, and they therefore called upon South k.frica 1s 

ma.in trading partners to translate their condemnation of apartheid and racial 

discrimination futo·action. They pointed out that the equivocal attitude of those 

Powers has created an atmosphere of suspicion, which could have serious consequences, 

between the free States of Africa and those which in their opinion benefit and profit_ 

from apartheid and racial discrimination. 

The majority of the delegations, however, took the view that despite all 

difficulties the international community should persevere in its efforts with a 

view to· avoiding vddespreaa: recourse to violence by the oppressed inhabitants. 

~hey considered that the United Nations should adopt positive and effective measures 

with a view to putting an end to the policy of apartheid and racial discrimination 

in southern Africa. A number of suggestions were made in tmt connexion, including 

the suggestion that the conclusions and recommendations contained in the report of 

the .Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights (E/CN.4/949/Add.1-5) should 

be adopted en bloc. 

· Al though s:Jme delegations questioned the effectiveness of coercive measures, 

the majority expressed the conviction that total economic sanctions had to be 

imposed and suggested that the Conference should recommend th~ Security_Council to 

declare that the situation in southern ~frica con~titutes·a throat to peace and 

international·socurity and. to invoke. the provision13 of Article 4lof the Charter • 

. The majority of the delegations also expressed the view that· the Conference 

should denounce and vigorously condemn not only the racist minority regimes of 
. - ' . 

./ southern .Africa-. but also all Sta i;os which, dire_ctly or indirectly, :giv~ them support 

and assistance of any kind. With regard to _Southern. Rhcdosfo,, the responsibilities 

of the United Kingdom was stressed.repeatedly, and the majority of delegations 

\held.the view that the Conference should call upon the United Kingdom to use· every 



possible means, including force, to put dovm the rebellion. 
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A number of delegations 

also suggGsted that the intornatic:mal community should roc;:-,gnizo the logi tirrucy 

of the armed struggle against tho racist Minority rcgim0s 0f southorn Africa and 

should require those regimes to gi·::mt prisoner-of-war stc.,tus to fr0edom fighters. 

Several dolG&l,tions also considered that tho Conference should recomr.iond 
" 

intonsifiod offo:rts by thE.: Uni tod Nations 2.ncl tho sp.::cialized D.gcmcics in respect 

of education ,and the dissemination of information on the problem of apartheid and 

racial discrimination. 

The question of the recrudescence of nazism was also discussed in tho Committee.

Al though sooc qu0stionod the importance -of that pr:)blcm, 2. numb or of dolega tions, 

linking n~zism and ap'.:l.rthsid, expressed tho view that the Conference sh:)Uld follow 

the example of tho United Nations Gcnoral Assembly and In?.ko a pronouncement on the 

questicn. 

On the subject of colonialism, many delogations oxprGssod rogr~t that despite 

, resolution 1514 (1.,rv), culopte:l by the General Assembly eight years 2.,go, r,wormnonding 

the speedy granting of indop~ndonco t) countries and pobplos under colonial 

domination, colonialism continuos to flourish in various parts of the world. They 

pointed out that colonialism and the denial of the right of solf-dctorminat'ion 

is a negation of tho dignity of man and thoroforc violates tho principles proclaimed 

in the Cha,rtor and the Universal Doclar~tion. Accordingly, thoy considered that 

the Conference should deJ:Jan::l thr1.t tho States c.:::mcorrn:d sh~uld observe and t;ive 

immediate effect to the provisions contained in the abovo~nontionud .General 

. Assembly resoluticri. 

The foregoing arc: the various points of vi0w· omboc"1.iod in tho seven resolutions 

adopto::l by the Committee. I sh~ulcl liko to tak0 this opportunity to thank the , , 

distinguished roprosontatives in the First Committee wh,::: o:qiross0.:l thoir confidence 

in me by electing mo R-ipportcur. I should 2.lso liko tc tk:mk his Excellency, 

:rvir. Taieb Slim, Chairrnn'.n c:f the Committee, Mr. Ilhan Li!ie:;1, Secrob.ry of the 

Committee, and Ilk'llY othor follow-officers for their c,c-opora.ti,:m. 




