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Urgent need for cessation of nuclear and thermonuclear tests and 
conclusion of a treaty designed to achieve a comprehensive test ban: 
report of the Conference of the Committee on Disarman1ent [2if (cant inued) 

Implenentation of General Assembly resolution 3079 (XXVIII) concerning 
the signature and ratification of Additional Protocol II of the Treaty 
for the Prohibition of Nuclear vleapons in Latin America (Treaty of 
Tlatelolco): report of the Secretary-General /39./ (continued) --

Implementation of the Declaration on the Indian Ocean as a Zone of 
Peace: report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean {317 (continued) 

Horlcl Disarmalllent Conference: report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the 
Horld Disarmament Conference {3!!./ (continued) 

Implementation of General Assembly resolution 2286 (XXII) concerning 
the signature and ratification of Additional Protocol I of the Treaty 
for the Prohibition of Nuclear vleapons in Latin America (Treaty of 
Tlatelolco) /lOQ/ (continued) 

Establishnent of a nuclear-Heapon-free zone intthe region of the 
Middle East [lO!_/ (continued) 

Prohibition of action to influence the environment and climate for 
military and other purposes incompatible with the maig_teg_ance of 
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(continued) 
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AGENDA ITEHS 24, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 34, 35, 100, 101, 103 and 107 (continued) 

REDUCTION OF THE MILITARY BUDGETS OF STATES PERl!JAHEHT MEMBERS OF THE SECURITY 

COUNCIL BY 10 PER CENT AND UTILIZATION OF PART OF THE Fmms THUS SAVED TO PROVIDE 

!SSISTANCE TO DEVELOPING COill~TRIES (A/9565, A/9713, A/9770,."A/9800) 

(a) REPORT OF THE SPECIAL CQI\1NITTEE ON THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE FUNDS RELEASED AS 

A RESULT OF THE REDUCTION OF MILITARY BUDGETS· 
' 

(b) REPORT OF THE SECRETARY -GENERAL 

NAPALM AND OTHER INCENDIARY I·JEAPONS AND ALL ASPECTS OF THEIR POSSIBLE USE: REPORT 

OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/9726) 

CHEI:JICAL AND BACTERIOLOGICAL (BIOLOGICAL) llliAPONS: REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE OF 

THE COMI-ITTTEE ON DISAR11Al•1EHT (A/ 9708) 

URGENT NEED FOR CESSATION OF NUCLEAR AND THERlWNUCLEAR TESTS AND CONCLUSION OF A 

TREATY DESIGNED TO ACHIEVE A C0.!'-1PREHENSI\lE TEST BAN: REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE OF 

THE COJ,ll'fllTTEE ON DISARMAMENT (A/9593, A/9650, A/9698, A/9708) 

D-lPLEHENTATION OF GENERAL ASSEliDLY -RESOLUTIOH 3079 ( XA.'VIII) ~CONCERNING THE 

SIGIJATURE AND RATIFICATION OF ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL II OF THE TREATY FOR THE 

PROHIBITION OF NUCLEAR vJEAPONS IN LATIN AMERICA (TREATY OF TLATELOLCO): REPORT 

OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/9718, A/9197) 

If.lPLEIII!ENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE INDIAN OCEAN AS A ZONE OF PEACE: REPORT 

OF THE AD HOC COMJ'.1ITTEE ON THE INDIAN OCEAN (A/9585, A/9629) 

\·lORLD DISARMAMENT CONFERENCE: REPORT OF THE AD HOC COJI1MITTEE ON THE 'VTORLD 

DISARJW,JENT CONFERENCE (A/9590, A/9628, A/9636) 

GEimRP.L AND COI-lPLETE DISARHAJvJENT: REPOR'I' OF THE CONFERENCE OF THE COMMITTEE ON 

DISARHAMENT (A/9698, A/9708) 

IMPLEf.ffiNTATIOIJ OF GENERAL ASSEJvJBLY RESOLU'IION 2286 (XXII) CONCERNING THE SIGNATURE 

AND RATIFICATION OF ADDITIONAL PRO'I'OCOL I OF THE TREATY FOR THE PROHIBITION OF 

NUCLEAR vlEAFONS IN LATIN AJ-1ERICA (TREATY OF TLATELOLCO) (A/9692) 

EST.A.BLISHNENT OF A NUCLEAR-WEAPON-FP>EE ZOHE IN THE REGION OF THE .llliDDLE EAST 

(A/9693 and Add.l~3) 
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PROHIBITION OF ACTION TO INFLUENCE THE ENVIRONI,1ENT AND CLIMATE FOR MILITARY AND 

OTHER PURPOSES INCOMPATIBLE HITH THE MAINTENANCE OF INTERNATIONAL SECURITY, HUMAN 

WELL-BEING AND HEALTH (A/9702 and Corr.l; A/C.l/L.675) 

DECLARATION AND ESTABLISHMENT OF A NUCLEAR--FREE ZONE IN SOUTH ASIA (A/9706) 

Mr. VEJVODA (Czechoslovakia): I should like to join the numerous 

speakers who have preceded me, in welcoming the fact that the principles of 

peaceful coexistence of States with differine social systems are being implemented 

more and more in everyday life. The debate in the plenary meetings of the current 

session of the General Assembly as well as in this Conrnittee has shown that 

practically every delegation -- with the exception of one -- has analysed the 

situation in a similar manner in stating that a process of detente is taking 

place in the world which is favourable for maintaining peace and. international 

security, favourable for the life of mankind and of all the peoples. We have 

heard from practically all the delegations that made their statements here -

again with only one exception -- that detente .in the political field has to 

be supplemented by detente in the military sphere. Practically every 

delegation -~ 1-rith the exception we have mentioned -- has appealed for an increase 

in the efforts in disarmament negotiations. All positive proposals in this 

regard have been welcomed, including the nev Soviet initiative which does not 

relate to any imaginary melting of glaciers as someone is trying to co~vince 

us here, but concerns on the contrary one of the fields that is Yital in its 

importance for the future of r.;anl:ind. He have already had after all an opportunity 

to comment on this question in detail. Who is then speaking the truth? Is it 

the delegation of a certain Power 1-1hicb does its best to convince us that all 

things are different from what the overwhelming majority of the others regards 

them to be? 

The future fate of the whole of mankind depends on the solving of disarmament 

questions, as vell as on the political and economic conditions under which it vill 
1 . -lVe. That is why the representatives of many countries rightly ask that 

all States,and particularly the nuclear Powers bearing the main responsibility 

for maintaining vrorld peace and international security ,participate in the talks 

on disarmament and in its solution. Tbe questions of disarmament pertain not 
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only to the maintenance of the security of every individual country but also to 

other important fields and therefore all whom they concern should participate 

in seeking solutions to these questions. Some speakers have called disarmament 

the problem of problems. The continuing arms race 

financial and irreplaceable human resources from. the non-military sphere and all 

the negative consequences inherent in this process are a convincing proof of 

Hhat we have said above. 

It has become an established practice for the most important problems of 

>mrld significance and scope to become items on the agenda of vmrld 

·bodies and conferences ,where the representatives of all countries have an 

opportunity to speak on these questions and to contribute to their solution. 

Lately, problems pertaining to the law of the sea, the world's population, the 

living environment and others have been dealt with this way. It is regrettable 

ttat among the few questions that have not yet been under discussion in a 

Horld body in a special conference is the complex of questions pertaining to 

disarmament, alt-hough their i!nportance has been recognized practically by all 

States in the course of a few past decades. 

That is why in 1971 we supported the proposal of the Union of Soviet 

Socialist Republics to convene a ;,rorld disarmament conference and voted in favour of 

the adoption of resolution 2833 (X1~I) in which the General Assembly expressed its 

conviction that it was most desirable to take immediate steps to consider carefully 

the convening of a world disarmament conferer.ce and in which it recorr~ended certain 

further concrete measures. A year later, we supported the adoption of resolution 

2930 (XXVII) setting up a special committee to examine all the vie>-rs and 

suggestions expressed by Governments on the convening of such a conference. 

The Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, being a-member of the Special Committee, 

has always favoured such a course of preparations for the conference as would 

permit its convening as soon as possible. The deliberations of the Special 

Committee, which 1-ms enlarged at the preceding twenty-eie;hth session of the 

General Assembly in accordance with resolution 3183 (XXVIII), were more 

favourable and vle should like to express our particular appreciation of this 

fact. Under the excellent chairmanship of P~bassador Hoveyda, the Corr®ittee 
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has held a number of businesslike sessions and has successfully fulfilled the 

mandate entrusted to it by the above-mentioned resolution. The Co~~ittee prepared 

its report, contained in docQment A/9628, and this has become a basis"for our 

deliberations on the questions pertaining to the preparations for and the convening 

of a world disarmament conference. We view as a positive side of the Committee's 

work this year the fact that two more Powers have started a relatively 

active co-operation with this body. Regrettably, certain Powers which are not 

in favour of the idea of convening a world disarmament conference still stand 

aside. 
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The Pow~r which comes out most strongly-of all against the convening of 

the world disarmament conference, the People's Republic of Chin~ does not 

-participate in any of the disarmament talks and obviously intends to boycott 

~ je:r1 in the immediate future also. However, we should not remain idle but, 

~n the contrary, we should continue our efforts to succeed with the idea of 

th~ world disarmament conference despite all. this. 

The results achieved in the work of the Special Committee show that 

l;;._~<:rous questions pertaining to the preparations for and the convening of 

tL2 world disarmament conference have been singled out and that some of them 

h:.,.·;::: been solved ln preliminary •my. They include, for example, the question 

c.-· yarticipation in conference, which has in the past caused certain difficulties. 

Furthermore, there are the questions of the preliminary draft agenda of the 

conference, its relationship vith the United Nations, its adequate 

pr2·::•aration and so on. 

The work of the Ad Hoc Committee should not be considered as concluded 

'<1ith the submission of its _rep_ort. On the contrary, ~he Comm~ttee has von 

t~ie confidence of States and created the groundwork for future activities 

by gaining valuable experience and by establishing contacts vith three of the 

~uclear Povers. Tne Czechoslovak delegation is of the opinion that it would 

be useful if the mandate of the Ad Hoc Committee vere to be 

"'-'l>J.:·ged to enable it to begin specific prc.:p2rations for the 

~~nvening of the conference. Sooner or later it will certainly be necessary 

t~ entrust some organ with the preparations for the conference. The Ad Hoc 

':'o"'mittee, composed of representatives of all geographical groups, could 

Toroperly be regarded as the body that should be given the task of preparing the 

v,.-,::_·ld disarmament conference. 

An important role in the field of disarmament talks is played by the 

Geneva Conference of the Committee on Disarmament, which has submitted its 

re"Port on this year 1 s activities in document A/9708. The Czechoslovak 

2e:dalist Republic is a mem'cer of that main body where multilateral 

'\i. <:.armament talks are held and I should therefore like to make a fev brief 

C<::·rrunents on the Conference's activities. 
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As may be seen from t~e report, the conference has discussed a whole 

series of disarmament issues, starting with partial measures and ending with 

the complex of questions pertaining to general and complete disarmament. The 

work done by the Conference this year may be evaluated, on the whole, as 

positive,in spite of the fact that no agreement has been worked out that would 

finally settle some of the specific questions of disarmament. It is ~ell known 

that the Conference has not succeeded in bringing to a successful conclusion 

its deliberations on the banning of chemical weapons. The Conference has held 

several technical meetings with the participation of experts, including a 

representative of my country. Those d€liberations of experts have assisted 

in singling out certain problems which still stand in the way of solving the 

question of banning chemical yeapons as a whole,and at the same time they 

have helped to make more precise the positions taken by the individual 

governments of countries, which will be decisive for the adoption of a specific 

agreement in the near future,and for the scope of such a measure. 

The deliberations have proved th_at the majo_ri ty of Stat~s, members of 

the Conference are of the opinion that a relevant agreement should be worked 

out as soon as possible and that it should involve from the very 

beginning the banning of the production, development and stockpiling of 

as large a number as possible of chemica~ substances that could be used for 

military purposes, as well as the destruction or transfer to peaceful uses 

of all banned chew~cal substances. The trend prevailing in the Committee has been 

to deal with the complex of questions relating to the banning of chemical 

weapons gradually, as was proposed in a draft convention submitted by Japan 

in April this year. Although we made certain critical comments on the Japanese 

proposal in the Geneva Conference --- comments which still remain valid -- we 

have on the whole welcomed the proposal as a realistic effort in seeking 

possible ways of solving this important complex of questions. 

Because of the possibility of a joint initiative of the Union of Soviet 

Socialist Republics and the United States of America on the question of banning 

the most dangerous kinds of means of chemical warfare, announced in the 

Conference of the Committee on Disarmament, real hopes have been raised for 

a successful continuation of the Conference's deliberations on this issue. 
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In our opinion, the Political Committee should reco~mend the adoption of a 

resolution requestinG the Committee on Disarmament to continue its deliberations 
1"1 

on the banning of chenical weapons as a question of special priority, and to 

submit a report on its activities to the thirtieth session of the General 

Assembly. 

The Conference of the Cow~ttee on Disarmament has focused particular 

~t-':. ~ntion also on the problems relating to the non--proliferation of nuclear 

wc:apons, vrhich, as is evidenced by the deliberations of the First Committee 

is beco~Sng ever more urgent, due to the increased possibility that a number of 

Stc.:tes may.be ab2-e to produce their own nuclear weapons. Further progress in 

~:"e field of the peaceful uses of nuclear energy is taking place in the world, 

which is a logical and useful process and one that may greatly assist the needs 

of States, particularly developing States. On the other hand, this favourable 

process is loGically accompanied by certain unfavourable factors, and if those 

factors are not properly regulated, and regulated in time, they might aggravate . 
the situation prevailing hitherto in the field of disarmament and increase the 

~umber-of co~~tries' possessing nucfear weapons. The necessity-has ·therefore· 

arisen, at the present time perhaps more than ever before, to prevent such a 

furth~r proliferation of nuclear weapons. 

One of the realistic ways of achieving that aim would be to strengthen 

-<:;lJp regime of non proliferation of nuclear weapons and to secure the 

~iversality of the non--proliferation Treaty, to which up to now more than 

J'_; States have acceded. Although that number represents the majority of 

~tates in the world, it does not include many States, that are important from the 

i:i l i. tary and economic points of view, and thus which have at their disposal every 

P~onomic, technical and scientific potential for producin~ their own nuclear weapons. 

The evaluation of the five years' existence of the Treaty on the 

Non-Proliferation of Nuclear ~leapons vrill be carried out by the conference of 

,..,s.rtici;:::::,nts to the Treaty which is scheduled to be held 1n May 1975 in Geneva. 

Ih::: preparation of the conference will be carried,out, in accordance vrith the 

•:ei_P.vant resolution adopted at the twenty-eight session of the General Assembly, by 

the Preparatory Coli:l:littee, which held two meetings this year. 'Ihe results achieved 

in the Committee 1 s work ind1cate that the conference will be well prepared in 
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every aspect and that it will be able to fulfil its main task, of further 

strengthening the regime of the non-prolifer~tion of nuclear weapons and 

the Treaty itself. 

This year's deliberations of the Conference Qf t~e ~ommittee on Disarmament 

have dealt also with the question of enlarging the Lenbership· of that body. 

As may be seen from the report, the German Democratic Republic, the Federal 

Republic of Germany, Iran, Peru and Zaire have been admitted as new members. 

The Czechoslovak Socialist Republic supported the admission of those countries, 

being convinced that their participation in the work of the Conference would 

contribute to making its work even more active and energetic. The 

activities of those new members during this year's session of the General Assembl~; 

indicate that they will spare no effort within the framework of the Conference 

of the Committee on Disarmament in Geneva towards reaching a solution on 

further important disarmament issues. The enlargement of the Committee by 

five additional members b~ars_ witness to the fact that the Committee is regarded 

as an important organ for the holding of multilateral talks on disarmamen~ ana 

that its work and the results it has achieved are viewed by the world in a 

favourable light. 

However, a very detrimental approach on the part of certain Governments 

has made impossible the normal functioning of the Special Committee established 

in accordance with General Assembly resolution 3093 A (XXVIII) on the question 

of the proposal to reduce the military budgets of States permanent members of 

·the Security Council by 10 per cent and to utilize part of the funds thus saved 

to provide assistance to developing countries. As may be seen from the letter 

sent by tne President of the twenty-eight session of the General Assembly of 

the United Nations, Ambassador Benites? to the Secretary--General (A/9565), 

the group of Western European States has not appointed a representative to 

that Committee, thus paralysing its activities. 
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fl .. t the SP..nC tii'le, th2.t is D. question Which \vas "'Crtinently r.iSCUSSCC .. in the 

""lenn.r;r General Asser.1bly last ye2.r, and the relev['.,nt resolution on the question 

vas n/',o!Jtecl.. by e.n ovenihelmin.j majority of votes. 

In accordance with part B of th~t resolution, a ~roup of e~erts was 

est~'lished, nnd it consi~ereJ this com~lex of qeustions-from every an~l~ and 

::.ssistecl in the ::nrep2..ration of the Secretary-General's re:;:'ort (A/9770) entitler'l.. 

"Reduction of the military budr;ets of Stntes T'err.canent mem:Jers of the Security 

CoQ~cil ~y 10 rer cent and utilization of ~art of the funds thus saved to 

"rov-ide assistrmce to cl.evelo:;-'inr; countries n~ .:hich inclu"les 2..iditional St1" .. tes 

w~th larce economic and military ::notentials. 

The re::nort r;ives <c. hi~h assessment of the si,":nificance of the Soviet 

DrO:;:J0Se.l anci.. imi>lici ty calls for the imi>lementation of resolution 3093 A (XXVIII), 

2-'l..o;,te.d on the ,):J.sis of the Soviet :;Jrorosal. The re"';'ort touches also on the 

so-c~lle'l technical rroblems, but those relate to treaties officially conclurlecl .. 

2..rnon.-; States ancl. therefore are not connecter'! .. with the reduction of 

~ilitary bud~ets un~er the Soviet resolution, which, as a matter of fact, 

calls for a v-oluntary unile .. teral decision to "he :r.mde :)y every country. 

'!'he report underlines also the si.;nificance of the re::'.uction of military 

o:;..._::;enctitures for economic ::nror:;ress' there,;y showin';' the sin;nificance of 

all disarmament measures for international security an~ for economic and 

3ocirrl ~:::rorsress. The re:iort states , as a concrete cx8lll::nle, that if six 

'f the larr;est Pm.rers of the world reducer1 their military bu::lgets hy 

_o ner cent and provi~ed 10 ner cent of the means thus saved for econo~;c 

"ssistance to the Clevelo~'inr~ countries, a swn of ~32 ,000 million woul:l. 

- e s2.v<::c:. ivhich mirr,ht serv-e to finance important economic projects in c. 

~·ui:l::-·er of States that are in ''articulP~r nee 1 of such assistance. 

Questions :r:'ert:1inin~ to r'1_isn.rm8lllent have annually occupie~ one nf t~e 

::nst imr,ortant nlaces in the ar;enda of the Uniter, Nations General Asse.r::'.:'ly. 

'lat is a lorical :'henc.:-.. enon, since the rarticular :!lace of these questiC':::!.S ln 

'- ,e comnlex of measures desi:-;ned to :nrescrve worl~< .. ;>eace 2.nd maint2.in 

- lternatiDnal security is determined lJy the fact that the solution of t=:ese 

·:·;estions would eliminate or at least narrnw the material and technolo-:::..c?.l 
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basis from which wars orir;inP.te 2nd are war~er_, irres:nective of thc~r kind 

or scope. Mankinn re;arcls disarmament as the most effective way to ~aarnntee 

~eace, as the most effective means to eradicate militarism and Get rii of 

the heavy 1:ur1en represe:ntecl by encr::2ous military expenses. Our deliberaticms 

should therefore result in the :l.C'.o::--tion of such measures as would nrovic'te 

these ~rerequisite2 for conductinj fruitful talks on disarme~ent issues next 

year also, in every orrz;an that. has c1ealt with the T'roblems of rl.isarmament 

from one an~le or another. 

Hr. AL-Mll.SRI (Syrian Aral~ Re:rul)lic) (inter1;rete.tion from ArGhic): 

If the balance of terror,. as it is called, has so far enablen the world to 

avoid the catastrophe of a horrible nuclear war anr'l if the trcnrl. towarcts 

international detente has r,iven the international community some hone for 

a future based on security and J:eace, neither has in fact been able 

truly to rrotect mankind frol]l the impact of the arm:::~ments race. That race 
-

affects the economic, social, nolitical and human conrtitions ln all 

countries of the 1vorld, whether ac1v.~nce-'l or develO}')inr;. The economic anr'l 

:'}Olitical crises ue are witnessinr; in the worlCl today P.re noth:in~ but 

reflections, direct or in-:1irect, of the armaments race and the esc<J.l:otinn of 

ar;r:;ression. 

No one can dou!;t that what is called the balance of terror, "basec1 on 

hu::;e stock:'}iles of nuclear wearons and advanced conventional wea::_;ons, cannot 

r;ive the world any real guarantee ar;ainst the el·-c.--ti:;n of a nuclear war thA.t 
. ' -

•muld annihilate mankind and destroy the human environ!'!.ent. 

What is of r,reat concern in connexion w·ith the fate of mankind is not only 

the ever increasin~ stock1)ilin."; of nuclear weaDons on the territory of the 

nuclear States themselves, rut the increase in the stockr-ilin.c:: of such weaDons 

on im~>erialist military bases s:::attered throur;h various parts of the 1-rorlrl; 

that corc.sti tutes a r::re.ve threat to vrorlcl re ace an:l sc:curity. 

There is no doubt that a mistake or a miscalculation couLI ~·rinr: the 

world to the ccctc.stro:ohe of rt horril>le nuclear war, which would nut an end 

to huma.D existence and destroy huxnan civilize.ti::m. Man's eXT'erience durinr, 

a lonG; history of bitter vars has proved that such mistakes or misc2:,lculations 
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are not impossible; rather, they can happen at any time in a world whe:te tension 

has increased as a result of the escalation of aggression and disregard for the 

legitimate right of peoples to their homeland, and particularly the right to 

self-determination. 

In this connexion I should like to remind membe~s of one of the decisive 

noments lived through by mankind in modern history, when the whole •rorld was 

brought to the brink of a horrible nuclear war. I am referring to what happened 

late last year when the United States of .ll.merica plr.ced its military forces in 

all parts of the world in a state of alert, when all its ground, air and naval 

forces, nuclear or conventional, were ~ut in a state of preparedness for a 

world war if the situation made that necessary. The United States did that 

not to defend its national security -- certainly no one was threatening its 

security -- but to defend the racist, e:xr,e.nsionist Israeli regime in occuried 

Palestine and encourage it to continue its aggressive policy ~~d strengthen 

its grip on the occupied Arab lands, and· also to help it achieve its expansionist 

prcgr~~~es by force and conti~ue_ the genocidal r.olicy it has launched against 

the militant Arab Palestinian neople. 

That clearly shows that in the eyes of imnerialisn the arnqments race 

must be continued in order to ensure imperialism's uilitary supreDacy, not 

to establish a bal~~ce of terror with the other military Powers in the world 

but to ensure the continuation of imperialism's domination of the world and tne 

maintenance of its resources, to protect its interests and the interests of the 

aggressive' ex:ransionist' imperialist' racist regimes it has estP.blished in Asia, 

Africa, the Middle East e.nd other narts of the world as bases for action ac:ainst 

t,he liberation mover.,ents of peoples and as centres to safeguard its interests. 

The so-called 'bnlance of terror, allet;ed to justify the armaments race, 

i.s actually a lie and a distortion of history and logic. 
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This is so because such a balance, even if it has prevented a ,;:i li tary 

clash betvreen the bi~ Po>-Ters, has not by any means spared the vrorld from 

local vars, -vrhich are no less serious than the events that hur:J.anity 

l·ri tnessed durinc the tvo ;;orld vars. 

The conclusion that we reach as a result of all this is that the armalilents 

race is not the path to the realization of world security, but rather 

is the path towards war and destruction. The wars in Viet-Na,·n, in the 

Middle East and in Africa have proved the fallacy of the imperialist concept 

based on force and the armauents race, because in spite of the vast quanti ties 

and sophistication of the armaments of the United States , the Israelis, 

the imperialists and the racists, they vrere unable to crush the •rill 

of the Viet .. 1'1amese people, or of the people of Palestine, or of other 

Arab and African peoples. On the contrary, those peoples vere able to destroy 

the imperialist Dyth of force based on aggression and terrorism. 

One of the contradict:i.orrs. on the _in_ternational scene 

today is the lack of a linl~ "!)et>veen disarmament and international lJeace and 

security, a fact vhich has rendered all the discussions and negotiations on 

disarm&nent fruitless and has led, them into a vicious circle. \.Je ash: ourselves 

vhat is the value of those discussions and negotiations if they c1o not take 

into account the emancipation of hw·nani ty from. fear and terror and the 

restoration of the legitimate rights of persecuted peoples to their bomelanc1c 

as well as the elin1ination of aggression and all its consequences, the 

liquidation of all forms of foreign military intervention,and the cessation of 

the production of nuclear 1-1eapons and barbaric conventional vreapons" sucb as 

napalm and otber incendiary v1eapons > as \-Tell as chemical an<l biological vreapons, 

anc:t the destruction of their stockpiles, the banning of all nuclear tests 

conclucted for military purposes and the subjection of all nuclear tests for peacey'· 

purposes to ir.ternational control. 

Hankind cannot overlook tbe ·bitter facts -vrhich prevail in the world 

today, vhere international tension is gathering momentl.L'll as a result of the 

an:J.aments race and the escalation of aggressive •·mrs in 11any parts of the 

wor.ld; at a tiEle 1rhen discussions and negotiations on disarrr.ament are taking 

place in an academic atmosphere rewote from reality, or within the frame1wrk of 

the narrow selfish interests of certain countries. 
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Despite the conclusion of agreenents and treaties on a partial nuclear 

test ban and the non proliferation of nuclear vreapons, a number of countries are 

still disrer;ardine; those treaties, and the c;rmrin", proliferation or· nuclear 

arms and tests in various parts of the >wrld is causing vave concern all1ons us. 

Tne question -of establishing nuclear-weapon-free zones deserves our careful study, 

if its objective is to bring about the non -proliferation of nuclee: Heapons and 

tests and thus to protect humanity from the consequences of armaments. 

The Syrian Arab Republic, which joins the efforts of all peace-loving 

countries to establish the complete a11d comprehensive prohibition of nuclear arms 

in the vorld, uelcomed the partial nuclear test ban Treaty and the 

non-proliferation Treaty, and hastened to sign and ratify 

them. ~·le believed that althouc;h those ti-ro treaties fell short of the 

expectations of all peoples, they still constituted a satisfactory beginning 

and made a constructive contribution to the development of international 

co--operation designed to achieve the comprehensive and complete banning of 

nuclear t;:;sts and_ of the production and acquisition of nuclear 1.reapons. Therefore, 

ile believe that the signin,n; and ratification of those tvro treaties 

is inclispensable in working for the establishment of such nuclear-

i.reapon-free zones. 

The t;rovrine; technological progress in the development of conventional 

i·Teapons and tile continued supply of those vreapons to the aggressive, e:>.'}lansionist, 

i!:J.perialist and racist regimes to help them carrJ out their 

expansionist desic;ns to conquer peoples of the vrorld and prevent them frou 

enjo:ying their right to self determination is somethinc; vrhich is not less 

dane;erous than the development of nuclear veapons and their proliferation anc1 

acquisition by many countries of the ,,rorld. This fact calls for decisive, 

serious and speedy action to limit the development of such vJeapons, and 

prohibit their use or the threat of their use in the furtherance of airns that 

art.:. incompatible -vri th the principles of the United Nations Charter and international. 

l2.w. He must also prohibit the use of such barbaric types of weapons as napalm and 

other incendiary -vreapons. 
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It is indeed deplorable tl1at the Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation 

and D~velopment of International Humanitarian Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts 

has not been able to achieve positive steps tm-mrds the prohibition of such arms. 

Durin.~ the past year- the world has vitnessed a dangerous escalation in the use 
- - ~ 

of napalu and other barbaric ueapons in the aggressive 1-rars launched by 

inrperialisr:l aac~ its colonialist settler and racist regimes in the uorld against 

the nilitant peoples and moveaents of national liberation. Every day news 

agencies carry reports about the continued use of napalm by the Israeli racist 

settler regime and of its repeated terrorist attaclo:s on the camps of 

Palestinian refugees in Lebanon. It is evident that that regime would not 

have dared to use such barbaric weapons indiscriminately a[;ainst military ancl 

civilian personnel alil~e to carry out its expansionist terrorist plans in the 

re~ion had it not been for the leniency of the international con:rrnuni ty in not 

prohibitinc the use of those vreapons,and had it not been for the assistance and 

encoura~er;1ent tbat Is:rae~ has received, in particular from the "United States. 

TJ.1e Uni-ted States is suppl:ying that regiwe with such awesome veapons .- The 

barbaric effects of those weapons on the environment and on man can still 

be Hitnessed in the Palestinian refucee camrs and in my country ··- the results 

of the use of napalm and other incendiary 1-reapons and ti!lle -bombs by the Israeli 

forces in the vars of 1967 and 1973 and the repeated terrorist attacks on the 

Palestinian refugee camps. All this makes it imperative for the international 

co:cu'Iluni t:;r to r;ive a high priority to the question of adopting sui table 

international rules to prohibit the l1lanufacture, use and stockpiling of those 

weapons. 
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The Soviet proposal last year to reduce the military budgets of States 

permanent members of the Security Council by 10 per cent and use part of the 

funds thus saved to provide assistance to developing countries is fully in 

keeping with the objective that the international community aspires to achieve, 

namely the transfer of expenditure on armaments and on the production of means 

of murder and destruction to constructive uses in order to save ~illions of human 

beings from the catastrophes of famine, disease and poverty. A simple comparison 

between the enormous funds spent by the big Powers on their armament budgets 

and the funds which could be saved as a result of a reduction of those military 

budgets by 10 per cent sho-vm just how bright world prospects could be if this 

reduction were effected in the interests of developing countries and programmes 

of peace. 

No one can ignore the facts of inp.erialist policy that reveals itself in an 

encouragement of the spirit of malice and murder in most parts of the world and 

'in the priority accorded this activity over the promotion of peace and the 

provision of a dignified life for all mankin-d. It is s-ufficient in- this 

connexion to recall what the Israeli racist settler regime obtaine:d in the 

course of a few days only during the war of last October by -vray of military 

assistance from the United States of America: this included the most up-to-date 

and barbaric weapons, such as Phantom aircraft, napalm, and so on, that would help 

it to concentrate its aggression and increase its ability to murder, destroy and 

terrorize the region. The value of that assistance was estimated to be 

$2,500 million. This must be compared with what is needed by more than 30 

developing countries in the form of aid for an entire year to save them from 

difficult economic circumstances and enable them to maintain the level of their 

basic imports of food-crop fertilizers, >v-hich has been estimated at $3,50. million. 

If we make this comparison '1-Te realize the crisis of conscience faced by 

imperialism and the different aspects of the sorry atmosphere in which our 

discussions are ta~ing place today. 

vle hope that the obstacles which prevent the achievement of the objectives 

of General Assembly resolution 3093 (XXVIII) will be overcome and that the 

international community will 1wrk in unanimity for the realization of the new, 

humane objectives embodied in the proposal for the reduction by 10 per cent of the 

military budgets of the big Po-vJers. 
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A new item entitled 11Prohibition of action to influence the environment 

and climate for military and other purposes incompatible with the maintenance 

of international security, human well-being and health" has been added to 

the agenda of the present session on the initiative of the Soviet Union. 

This deserves our careful consideration and the delegation of my country, 

which has vrelcomed this proposal from the beginning and joined in sponsoring the 

draft resolution on this question (A/C.l/1.675), is pleased to note that this 

proposal is meeting vith wide support from the majority of the delegations 

vhich have participated in the discussion so far. This wide support and the 

excellent presentation of the draft resolution by the representative of the 

Soviet Union, Hr. Malik, makes it unnecessary for me to repeat the arguments 

put fonrard by others or to reaffirm the importance of this draft resolution. 

The continuous deterioration of the international situation caused by 

the nuclear and conventional arms race and the challenge to the h·1man 

rc:,ce re3'resented ·by the use of napalm and othe.r in-cendiarJ and oarbaric 

veapons by certain countries and regimes' together vrith the increased danger 

facing rnanl~ind as a result of the proliferation of nuclear tests and the 

acquisition of nuclear 1veapons, emphasizes the need to convene a world disarmament 

conference as soon as possible. The convening of such a conference is not 

impossible if there is sufficient good will and good faith and if we really 

want our discussions to brealc out of a vicious circle. I:Je are convinced, as 

are others, that adequate preparations for that conference must be made in 

order to ensure its success, but vie believe that those preparations should not be 

used e..s an excuse to waste ti;ne and prevent the convening of the conference. 

The holding of the conference and the participation in it of all countries 

are the only means of pursuing a positive course towards the realization of 

the desire of r:1ankind for ceneral and conplete disarma1·~ent ancl the builcli11; of 

aD interDation2l society free from terror and the balance of terror. 
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Mr. DRISS (Tunisia) (interpretation from French): It is a particular 

Jlleasure for lile to address to Hr. Ortiz de Rozas the congratulations of the 

delecation of Tunisia. His high moral and intellectual qualities, his 

diplomatic skill and his experience in dealing with international problems 

t;i ve us the assurance that in our debates vTe shall together arrive at 

encouraging conclusions. \·le also congratulate you, Mr. 9hai_!mag, and the 

other officers of the Cow~ittee, in particular our Rapporteur, 

!·~r. Antonio da Cos-:- a Lobo, whose presence in that post is a symbol of the 

changing times. 

Some days ago I spoke in the Fourth Committee and pointed out the 

i,:,:;-ortance of the presence of the representative of Guinea-Bissau as Rapporteur 

of that Comrni ttee, a presence which is a symbol of the progress achieved by 

our Organization in the field of decolonization. Those forces newly born 

f::--or:: the struggle for liberation are added to the forces of progress uhich 

eDerged after the Second 1vorld VJar, and it is their task to '.Wrk relentlessly 

to save succeedinr, generations from the scourge of war, which tvrice in our 

lifetime h?-s brought untold sorrow to mankind", as is rightly stated in the 

?reeLble to the Charter, and, in order to attain the noble objectives of that 

Charter, peace is the essential condition 1-rhich will rna};:e possible the enjoyment 

of political, economic and social rights, an enjoyn"ent that is hampered, if not 

sEriously jeopardized, by unbridled arming. 
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A mere reading of the list of items now on our agenda shows to what 

extent the disarmament problem constitutes one of the major concerns of the 

international community. For many years already, our Committee has been DE:eting every 

session to consider one of the most complex and serious questions of our time. 

The question of disarmairrent, because of its political, economic, legal and 

social implications, is difficult to solve. It is also a field uherein the 

international community must act speedily, because any delay in arriving at an 

agreement pron::otes the rapid increase of military arsenals and thereby 

complicates our task. 

Tne Tunisian delegation, in speaking at an advaDced stage of our debate, 

vrill limit itself to stating its views on some of the items on our agenda. 

Preceding speakers have sufficiently emphasized the dangers of the arms 

race whi eh we are witnessing. The astonishing gro-vith of military arsenals of 

all kinds constitutes a permanent threat to international peace and security, 

'\Thich are indispensable conditions for the founding of an era of development and 

prosperity. 

On this occasion I should like to add my voice to those of other speakers 

1.;rho have emphasized the important role of the United Nations in seeking a 

solution to the disarma.rnent problem. The United Hations, particularly for the 

smaller countries, is the ideal framework for the preparation and adoption of universa: 

measures in the disarmament field. Disarmament is a problem ~orhi eh is of concern to 

all the people of the 1wrld without distinction, because, while all cotmtries 

do not participate in the manufacture of these weapons, it is novi obvious that 

in case of viar they would all fall victim to them. Thus, it is our duty to make use 

of very possibility open to us to arrive at a ~satisfactory solution to this 

grave proble'l. All means likely to bring us closer to our goal should be exnlored 

with the utmost seri>Jusness and objectivity. 

It is in this context that we again support the idea of convening a 1wrld 

disarmament conference. He consider that this proposal, madeby the 

Soviet Union threE: years ago and echoing the concern of the non-e.ligned 

countries since the Belgrade Conference of 1961, constitutes a positive su~gestion 

which deserves particular attention from the international community. Ey ctelee;ation 



RG/8 A/C.l/PV. 2013 
27 

(Hr. Driss, Tunisia) 

lS a\o;are of th~ difficulties which are impeding the convening of such a conference. 

These obstacles are essentially political. Hay I in this .~ccnex3cn be allowed 

to emphasize the important role of the !'td Hoc Committee and, in particular, 

of its Chairman, ey friend Ambassador Hoveyda, in seeking a solution to the 

various problems raised vlith res;ard to the convening of such a conference. 

Tunisia, a member of the Ad Hoc Collliilittee, has tali:en note with interest 

of the constructive attitude adopted in varying degrees by the nuclear-';veapon States. 

The active participation of the Soviet Union, France and the United Kingdom 

has largely facilitated the task of the Con:mittee. The rr;aine:nance of coc:Jtact "''ith 

the delegat=_ons of Chir.a and U:e United States of "~n:eric:a leads us to tq::e that 

fa·.:c,ura-ole progress v.rill he n-JF,de in the preliminary consul taticns for the 

convening of the uorld disarmament conference. He beli ve that, more than ever, 

it is necessary to continue consultations, so as to persuade all the nuclear Powers 

to participate in the preparatory work for the convening of this conference, 

the success of vlhich will in the first place depend on the attitude of those 

·who poss·ess nuclear ·..;eapcns. The convening of this -conference consti.tut"'s 

for the cour1tries of the third world an element of hope in the struggle which 

we are waging against the horrifying increase in armar,ents. 

Indeed, the developing countries consider that the arms race in general, 

and n·cle:o,r arrr:s race in particular, has "become a tc,~hn:::>locsical race l·lhich could 

continue indefinitely, unless it is stopped by appropriate political action. 

Despite the repeated prcrc1ises and soler..n declaratior:.s of tte nuclear 

Pcwers, they have s::> far given ~-''·'-t fe>.J cone::retl": proofs of their political 

-vtill to adopt effective disarmarr.ent measures. 

It goes -vlithout saying that this situation creates the greatest anxiety 

for the non-nuclear States, Y!hich are thus placed in permallient insecurity because 

tht?re is no interr:atio;1al prulisicm assur:::.:1g tl1er.1 that they will net one day 

be the c;ictims of a nuclear attack or of the threat of the use of such \.Jeapons 

by a neighbouring or distant State possessing these terrible instruments of 

J::j.ass destruction. 

However, \·le are bound to -note with satisfaction the statements made by 

President Giscard d'Estaing in his press conference of 24 October 1974 and 

by the French Senator, Hr. Taittinger, in the course of our debate, according 

to whi eh French nuclear I.Jeapons would be used only for p.-·TpDses of le~:i. tiruate 



RG/8/mb A/ C.l/PV. 21..13 
28 

(Mr. Driss, Tunisia) 

self-defence. Such declarations constitute the minimum co~mitment which the 

nuclear Powers should publicly undertake, so as to create an atmosphe~e of 

reciprocal confidence among themselves and circumscribe the threat which 

haunts all our countries. 

Consultations should be undertaken to draf:t an appeal and, in due course, 

~ draft declaration with such an aim. 

The non-nuclear States have always shown a particular interest in initiatives 

taken with the intention of removing from the field of application of nuclear 

weapons a group of countries or entire regions, by the establishment of nuclear-

weapon-free zones. As we all well kncv, the q_uestion of denuclearized zones 

is not new; it was discussed for the first time in 1950 and since that time 

many proposals have been put forward for the creation of such zones in various 

parts of the world. Thus, international agreements have already been concluded 

regarding the Latin American continent and the Antarctic region. Similarly, 

in 1965 the General Assembly, endorsing the declaration on the denuclearization 

of· Africa published by the -Heads of State and Gove~nment of the African States, 

adopted a resolution calling on all States to respect the African continent 

as a denuclearized zone. Furthermore, in 1971, the General Assembly adopted 

a declaration making the Indian Ocean a zone of peace. 

It is not~worthy that the agenda of the present session of the General 

Assembly includes four or five :.terns dealing with the establishment of such 

zones. My delegation is pleased with the Finnish proposal for the speedy 

initiation of a complete study of the q_uestion and concept of denuclearized 

zones. We hope that this work will provide us v.Ti th specific information 

regarding the attainment of such a goal. 

In the meantime, we must deal with the other diverse and constructive 

proposals which hc.ve been submitted to us for consideration this year. The 

number and the q_uality of these initiatives not only bear v.ritness to a deep 

desire for peace and security but are also the result of the concern which 

all Govern...rrents feel because of the persistence of tension throughout the v.Torld. 

Last year the delegation of 'I\misia emphasized the explosive situation 

prevailing in the Middle East. Besides the alarming declarations 1<lhich emanate frc:l 

this region regarding the iii2IDinence of a new war, the warning expressed by the 

illustrious An;erican Senator, Mr. Fulbright, in a recent press coc:fc:re;~ce c):J tf;e 

occasion of the 1U':.r anniversary 01~ IY'inston Churchill~ s birth, should urge 
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• 
us to tal~e seriously the risk of a conflict .f'r::mcht with grave consequences for 

international peace. The unprecedented stockpiling of rnili tary materiel in that 

region constitutes ere: of tte ,:est sericus tcrea-':;s to peace a-':: present. 

It is our duty to make every effort to put an end to this dangerous military 

escalation by the just solution of problems and the adoption of preventive measures. 

l'tr delegation welcorres with great interest the initiative tal~en by Egypt 

and :::ran regarcJjw the inclustor:: jn the ageLd& oi an iten, er:t::_':;led 

;'Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the regicn of the Hiddle Eastn. 
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vle consider that the establishment of such a zone ;.rill be a positive 

contribution, not only to peace in the region but also for the security of 

mankind as a whole. 

Tunisia unreservedly supports the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free 

zone in the region of the Middle East. \le listened with interest to the 

i@portant statement made in this Committee by Her Imperial Highness, 

Princess Pahlavi who did not fail to emphasize some of the practical 
~ 

difficulties involved in that proposal. Tunisia considers that the 

establishment of this zone requires a coherent frameHcrk "'1-Thich vill 

take into account gecsraphical and political imperatives. In that connexion, 

"'1-le wonder whether the Mediterranean should not be included within the limits 

of this zone. In any case, we consider that extending this zone to the 

I\1editerranean c:Julcl but consolidate the advantage:o of the Egypto-Iranian 

initiative. It -vm:.J.ld, furthermore, r:1al~e it :possible to put an end to the 

:p1ilit_ary esc~lation in the Mediterranean and vrould facilitate the estaolishr1ent 

of an era of co-operation and peace among the countries of the region ·that love 

peace and justice. We believe th~t this task should be inspired by 

the conclusive experience of the Latin American States which, by sustained 

efforts,, managed to set up a system which guarantees the total absence of 

nucle3.~ -vreapons in their region. The positive results ivhich the Latin American 

countries have achie-,red are encouraging. On t~is uccasion vre wish to express to 

them our best wishes for success in this noble tasl\:. 

It is the princ,iple of Tunisia V) sup:oort every initiative intended to 

promote peace and security throughoc;.t the world. It is in this context that 

>re likewise support the P'lldstani proposal to establish a nuclear-free zone ~ 

in South Asia. I am sure that this initiative will constitute the indispensable 

complement to the Egy:pto-Iranian :proposal. 

He are pl2ased to take note~ too, of the reiterated st.ateroents of l:C..C.la 

regarding the peaceful uses of its atomic energy. 

Concurrently vitb t~e esta"tlisbr.',ent of zo:1es o: peace anci sec""J.rity ;,:r:lCD 

are :free from nuclear veapons, the international co:mnunity should l'edc..:l.l"t:lE: its 

efforts to prohibit the manufacture and use of chemical and bacterioJ ~-::::. ::c: "L 

lveapons. He hope that in the near future the international co::::c:,:mit_,- v:ill ~'e able 

to conclude ar; international convention prohibiting c he:-::ical e-l:l3. bact 0·ric J o,zica::_ 
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-weapons. 1;/e must urgently prohibit not only the use but above all the 

manufacture of such -weapons -which endanger the very existence of human life. 

My delegation notes -with horror the rapid development in the -world 

of all kinds of sophisti~ated and deadly -weapons. At the request of the 

Soviet Union, a ne-w question has been included in the agenda, namely, the 

prohibition of action to influence the environment and climate for military 

and other purposes, incompatible w·ith the maintenance of international 

security, hwnan -well-being and health. 

It seems to me that that proposal deserves to be considered. The 

incalculable threats to mankind and its environment because of the discovery 

e.nd improvement of these ne-vr techniques, requires that -vre be continually 

·.rigilant. A thorough st'J.dy of this new Soviet proposal is necessary, 

particularly at a ti2e vhen -vre are endeavouring to protect man and nis 

e:r.7i:rcn::nent. The 1-rorld ho.s knovm, and is still experiencing, sufficient nature.l 

catastrophes for the international community not to remain indifferent at 

the deliberate use of the climate and natural phe10mena for miljtary ~D·xr:coses. 

It is painful to note that, at a time -when all.energy should-be· 

mobilized to combat underdevelopment throughout the -world, certain 

countries continue to "invest considerable sums for the i:r:,provement and 

manufacture of devastating -weapons. Would it not be more logical to devote 

that capital and the recent. technological discoveries to the improvemer;t of 

the human condition? 

In condemning nuclear tests we must think not only of the elimination 

of the danger v;hich threatens our planet, but also consider that this source 

of energy -would be more profitable were it to be used solely fo~ peaceful 

and creative purposes. The purpose of our action must be the economic 

d~velOlJment of man and human progress. Nuclear energy used for :;>eaceful 

purposes could be an invaluable support in accomplishing that task. He are 

convinced of the usefulness of nuclear energy as an instrurr.ent for development 

ani progress. Our opposition to nuclear testing is ;_1oc addressed to the 

source of enerGy but is directed against its use for military purposes. 
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We v:i sh to ouo-Le the f'ollcn.,r:ing paragrapb frou the introduction to t:te report 

of tLe Gecl'et.ary-Gene:ca.l tc· the .Asseubly at this session: 
11The hope has been widely expressed that the gradual improvement 

of t.he international situation vould lead to more decisive progress also 

ln the field of disarmament. It is certainly true that the last few years 

have seen a proliferation in the number of bodies dealing with disarmament, 

both inside and outside the United Nations. But the increased activity 

has not led to the kind of effective action that is so urgently needed.n 

(A/9601/Add.l, p. 15) 

The conclusion on which Ivlr. Kurt ·Haldheim invites us to meditate has been 

confirmed once again by our debate. An impressive nu.."'Clber of pro:posals have 

been subTiitted to our Cormnittee this year. 'I'hat :is proof of the profound 

concern of Governments regarding military stock-pilin[. All speakers who have 

precedsd rEe have vith01.~t exception spoicen of the g::ovring threat ·Hh:ich enris::-H;E:l~s 

the international cor:®unity. 

However, there are p::ofound diverr,ences w11en it comes to prescribing a 

remedy. It secns to us then tha:t the U.:iffic:-:.J.lty resides in the choice of t~1e 

method to be followed to resolve this grave problem. From our debate,it 

is clear that there is a"l:most unanimous agreenent in regard to the followinc; 

ideas. 

First, the arms race continues to absorb irr~ense ~esources and efforts 

at the expense of the economic, social and cultural develo:r:ment of peoples. 

Secondly) this situation is a result of the continuing tension -.;hich 

prevails in international relations as a consequence of the :persistence of 

conflicts in the Middle :Cast, Asia, Africa and elsevrhere. Thirdly, 

any effective action in the field of disarmament requires the active 

participation of all States, particularly those possessing nuclear vreapons. 

Fourthly, "J.nti~- E" global solution is reached it is urgent to ir.1pleme:t "\vhate;er 

proposals art. F1aae, even if they appear to be insufficient C'r partial. 

It is indispensable to move forward. The establis:tnnent of denuclearized 

zones or the prohibition of certain types of weapon niGht en3;ble us no:. 

to rer.1ain in a danger:Jus i:r:unobility. 



FKB/meh A/C.l/PV.2013 
34-35 

{Mr. Driss, Tunisia) 

The problem of disarmament, as the debate this year once a8ain proves, 

:requires a common will without vhich no se:rious achievement can be 

contemplated. It seems that we are all in agreement on the objectives 

to be reached, but there are divergences in the course to be followed. 

He belie-ve that the adoption of an effective and realistic method depends 

on political a[;reef'ent vhich is at present lac};:ing, particularly among 

the nuclear Powers. The absence of political agreement among the nuclear 

States is a major obstacle to the convening of a Horld disarmament conference. 

He believe that the international com:nunity should at present direct its 

efforts tc achic:vinC'" a PJeeting of minds aiYlong the nuclear Povers. And finally, 

success depends largely on our ability to prepare a corrJI:'lon political 

platform -vrhich would be the basis of our future vTOrl:. 

The CF..AIRJ'1AH: It uill be great pleasure for ne to convey the 

kind remarks made by Ambassador Driss to Ambassador Ortiz de Rozas, 

lvlr. RAHARIJAONA (Madagascar) (interpretation from French): This 

is the second time I have spoken in this Committee and I cannot refrain 

from expressing to the Chairman of the Committee, yourself and your fellovr 

officers the sincere and very warm tribute of the delegation of Hadagascar 

because of the authority, competence and effectiveness Yith which you have 

been conducting our proceedings. 

On the eve of the closing of the general debate on the 12 agenda items 

sub:r,itted to our Comr:dttee under the general title of 1'Disarmament;: the 

delegation of 1•1ada[;ascar does not wish to give way to concern or even to 

anxiety mixed vrith indignation or- to discouragement. 
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Are •-:e once again going to confine ourselves to a reiteration of energetic 

recomrrendations, when we v7ell knovl nothing very concrete will ever be 

done about them? Are ·we, in ingenuous enthusiasm, going to adopt resolutions 

that will simply swell the files of moral decisions that are entirely 

unenforceable and to which we can unfortuna~ely only ~~ply the lapidary phruse 

used by Cardinal de Retz concerning non-applied juridical rules: "Unenforceable 

laws fall into disrepute. 11 

Are vie once again going to put on our blinkers in the presence of facts 

so obvious that ;;ve need no expert report to corroborate them? And are 

we merely going to devote ourselves assiduously to the study of the future 

hypothetical dangers that v1ill provide :twre than one committee v1ith 

inexhaustible material for endless discussions? 

Certainly, however scant they may be in this vital area, grounds fer 

satisfaction should not be overlooked. My delegation sets a very high va~ue 

on the proper functioning of interhational institutions_and t~e strengthening 

of international security too high a value to refrain from mentioning 

certain facts which may give rise to some h~pe. 

Thus, among other things, the ~fudagascar delegation has noted with 

particular interest the report of the Ad Hoc Co:rnmittee on the Horld Disarrr:ament 

Conference, \·Jhich vias presided over ivitb such distinction and competence 

by Ambassador Hoveyda. \tile pay a particular tribute to the authors of that 

report, ·~-.'hich vie very much hope will constitute a decisive stage on the way 

towards the rap id convening of a vJorld conference, which has been recommended 

by the non-aligned countries since 1961. 

The Madagascar delegation has also noted with ~atisfaction the resumption 

of the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks in Geneva, and has noted with ir:terest 

the texts of the international agreements between the United States and 
I 

I 
I 
'I 

the USSR, arrived at between 27 June and 3 July 1974, on li::ni"Lations on the 

underground testing of nuclear arms, the limitaticn of anti-ballisti6 missile 

systems, and the use of the most effective measures te eliminate tlle dangers 

I, 

11 

/I 
I' I presented by the use of techniques of ir,::·luencing the envircn:.r:.er;t for mili"c.ary 

! 

!/ 

li 

purposes. 
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The L:le:.;c.'.cy dele:::;ation also considers interestinG the initiative taken 

~o t 1' i r · ~ about a prohibition of action to influence the environment and climate 

for military and other purposes incompatible w·ith the maintenance of international 

3ecurity, human vrell-being anO. heCJ.lth. Hr~ r"2PrYe ct:r ::i~ht to ~o ir~n 

., . ._.-::er~ at a later stage. 

Generally speal:inc;, the international community :!an tcl:e some SD.t'.sfn.ct5.cr; 

i.n the ~Jrogress achieved in recent years in the area of peaceful coexistence and 

i~tente, ~n tte ceas~r~~ ~~~,~~~d to licit or prov~nt the use of cert~in ~e~fons, 

i.n particular bacterioloc;ical w:;arcns, and in tre:.c ties such as, in puti cular, 

'':~. prctibitine; tLe t:rplo.cen-_-::nt of o.rt.s of 1.u2s de:::-;;n::ction en tbe sea-bed 

tf:r: cce:au floor. 

If those facts can to any extent give us hope, they do nothing ·-d-:a t.scc;ver 

~o relieve the concern of the 1hl~~asy ~elegatioL -- concern, even anxiety, 

3hared, I am convinced, by the entire international cono.munity, and :;>articularly 

)y the :poorest- countries._ Hm-r can ve. suppress. our concern \·Th~n ve see the vast 

··c1:~1";.:- r·~-r:- J--r3;1veE-n the wistes of cur cc~;.ntries and tbe 

:-esolutions of our Assembly, on the one hand, anc~ the actual state of a:f.'fc.ir :c in 

~he field of disarmam.ent, on the otter? 

The main danger 1-1e no\-r face is that posed by nuclear arms. Cr: 

5 Oci.cber 1972, s.ddr<?ssing the General Ascer:bly, CcLr.:ander Didier Fatsirata, 

""t"' ::acetcc.scar l(Lni:=tc~r for ~orcign ;:;.ffv.irs, stuted: 

11 ••• \·.·bile v.•e note with :.:c:.,th:facticn the LoscOi'l Agreer:_ent of l{ay 1972 

on the limitation of strategic >reapons, it still is a fact that the 

limitation on the installation of anti-ballistic missiles and the 

establihsment of a numerical ceiling for offensive missiles should have 

been accompanied by a concomitant limitation on the qualitative increase 

in the' nuclear arsenals of the su:per-Povrers. 

>~In other words, we whole~heartedly insist upon ••• ':.tc urgsut need 

for general and complete disarmement. He also advocate the holding of a 

vorld conference on disarmament the main objective of which uould be the 

destruction of all nuclear weapons and all weapons of mass annihilation." 

(2055th meeting, ff'· ::;5-41) 
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On 3 October 1973, he again expressed his concern by stating: 

"He are gratified that a bipartite agreement has been reached 

between the Soviet Union and the United States on the prevention 

of nuclear war. But here again ~~e car:not give way to unqualified 

jubiliation. That agreerr.ent does not in particular solve, in a 

global vJay and with respect for the sovereignty and equality of 

all States, large, medium-sized or small, the problem of the 

diversification of nuclear weapons and weapons of mass destruction 

or their stockpiling, nor does it solve the problem of nuclear 

testing. In this connexion, we expect the SALT negotiations to 

produce rr:ore positive results; othen<ise security may ·well turn 

out to be an illusion. 11 
( 2139th meeting, p. 59-60) 

He added: 
11 Since disarmament is something that concerns us all, not only 

the super-Eo\-Jers ~nd the military blocs, we are more than ever 

convinced of the nsed to create conditions that will be-propitious· 

for the achievement of complete and irrmediate disarmament. n (Ibid.) 

And it was at its last regulo9:r session, in 1973, that the General Assembly 

in resolution 3C'78 (XXVIII), ccndemned nuclear-weapons testing and, in 

resoluUcn 3184 (YJCVIII), once again appealed for general and complete 

disarherrent. Since then, uot only has progress been disappointing but the 

danger itself has grown. How can we suppress our anxiety v1hen we learn of 

the composition of the nuclear-arms arsenal of one of the super-Pov1ers; vJhen 

vie learn that one of the super-Poi-Jers has increased the number of its 

land-based ballistic r.1issiles, v1hile the other has considerably improved the 

quality of its armameuts by developing multiple independently targeted re-entry 

vehicles; when we see that the military budgets of the two super-F01.'1ers have 

been growing from year to year to an extent clearly out of proportion with 

rising prices or the needs of national security, and when we see the quantitati 

increase in arms being accompanied by, if one rr:2cy so put it, a qualitative 

improvement in armaments? 

l-Ie cannot help being .struck ty t.te alarming descriptions of highly 

qualified authorities of the effects of a nucl':;;;tr cor-::'laJratioc, descriptions 

l'lhich seem to derive straie=Y,t frorr. tbe .,'.pocalypse. l}e cannot help being struc; 
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the cloistered, serene but often wholly unrealistic atmosphere which prevails 

in our disarmament discussions while the facts themselves contrive to mal~e our 

task ever more difficult. 

But this is a task our Organization must carry through to its final 

conclusion: general and complete disa:r:marr,':'nt._ In that context, the Malagasy 

deleGation repeats its support for proposals for the creation of a nuclear-free· 

zcne in the 11iddle East and proclamation of a denuclearized zone in South Asia. 

vie shall support any effort to make effective the denuclearization of Africa. 

'dould draw to the attention of the international community resolutions 

3079 (XXVIII) and 2286 (XXII) concerning the signing, ratification of the 

Additional Protocols to the Treaty of Tlatelolco. 
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This Treaty provides inter alia for formal commitment on the part of the States 

parties not to acquire and not to manufacture nuclear arms, and :'or 

the possibility of carrying out explosions of nuclear devices for peaceful 

purposes -- measures which are likely to commend themselves to nations which

are concerned to create 11 peace zone S 11 within their re s1-ect i ve regions. 

The Madagascar delegation has always placed a very high value on the 

permanent, close and logical link which should exist between the strengthening 

of international security, disarmament, the liberation of territories under 

domination, economic development and the establishment of a new economic order 

in the sense of the resolution::: adopted by the General Assen::bly at its 

sixth special session. 

It is within this context that we have studied with interest the report of 

the Secretary-General submitted at the twenty-eighth session on the economic 

and social consequences of the arms race and military expenditures and the 

report of the· Group of Com:ultronts submitted by the Secretary-General. ip doc:ument 

A/9770. 

But vie must once more express our concern when Vie :::ee that here, 

too, hopes are scanty if not non-existent, and~. that the .Special Ccrr.mittee created 

to distribute the funds released has not held any meetings, nor does it seem 

likely that it lS going to be able to in the future, ,,Je are 

tc: believe tte report .sur:<"':ted cy the Secretary-General in 

docuirent A/9800. 

This failure among so many oth~rs comes at a very bad time, at the very time 

I.JLen thP international community has to face ll[) to e particularly ser:ous 

economic situation, of whirh the poorest wi:l agajn be the main victims. 

Is there no othe.r encouragerre:rt or otl:e::.' consol&tion to give to the 

countries which are calling in a c.,pil'it of e.:onorc::..c jcstice for the establi:=hr.:er.t 

of a nE:\,T economic orde:: than this modest phrase which 

3075 ( xx-~·rn) of the General Assembly: 

find in resolution 
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"Considers that the constant awareness and the continuing review of 

the effects of the arms race and of military expenditures, especially in 

the nuclear field, could facilitate future negotiations on disarmament;" 

(Gen_eral Assembly resolution 3075. (XXVIII), para. 3) 

\{e refuse to believe that the international community can long content itself 

>·lith such euphemisms) and we are convinced th&t it will provide a courageous 

and just answer which the developing countries are looking for. 

Now, and to keep to essential matters, ho-vr can we fail to express our 

disappointment, ho-vr can we suppress our anxiety when we see ho-w little progress 

has been achieved within the framework of the Conference of the 

Com:ni ttee on Disarmament. 

One of the questions of the greatest interest to the Madagascar delegation 

is that of the application of the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a 

?.cr::e cf Peace. 

Speaking in the Assembly on 3 October 1973, the Foreign Minister of 

]\'&d&,;;c::scar raised this func1ro:;:errta-l prorlerr. for tte first_ "tirr:e, in these terms: 

"The creation oi zones of peace similar to that vhich is planned 

for the Indian Ocean -vmuld undoubtedly be one of the instruments which we 

could use to achieve our goals of disarmament, peace and security. 

Actually, ln the case of the Indian Ocean, the creation of a zone of 

peace would mal<:e it possible for the countries concerned to get together 

in order to establ.j_sh co-operation based on genuine mutual trust. 

;;Outlavring the present race -- which in fact c.ra119 heavily on the 

tr1eory of spheres of influence -- would make it possible for the 

utilization of the material resources of the co~~tries in that area for 

purely peacef'ul P'lrposes. It would make possible the guarantee of 

independence and the genuine sovereignty of those countries without risking 

d.irect or indirect interference." (A/PV.2139, p. 61) 
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That statement still remains the underlying foundation of the unvarying 

attitude of my country to the question of the Indian Ocean as a zone of peace. 

My delegation would like to take the opportunity to pay tribute to the hard 

work done by the Ad Hoc Corr~ittee on the ~ndian Ocean. We have noted with 

interest the information gathered under the Committee's directives. Although 

we were somewhat surprised by the nature of the sources of information used, 

we recognize that the subject is not an easy one to comprehend, and that in any c 

the information gathered in this way will help to strengthen its conviction 

that the Indian Ocean continues to be tbe chosen arena for the rivalry of the 

great Powers . 

It is incidentally with this in mind that my Government published a 

communique which was issued following the announcemen~ of the United States

United Kingdom project to expand port and air installations on the 

island of Diego-Garcia. That communique was distributed as a document of our 

Assembly in document A/95B5. I will remind the Co:rr:mittee Qf its concluding 

words: 

"The Government of the Malagasy Republic: 

"Reaffir:rrs its most vehement opposition to any policy of 1 zone of 

influence' and hegemony and also to any construction of military bases 

outside nati~nal territory. 

"Appeals to all the forces of peace and progress throughout the world, 

particularly to the non-aligned countries and to the members of the OAU, 

to bring pressure to bear on the United States of America and the United 

Kingdom so that they abandon their project. 

rrRequests all the great Powers and the 'super-Powers 1 to do everythinf 

they can to strengthen peace and security in the zone of the Indian Ocean -

which has so far escaped military conflict -- particularly at a time when 

acti w· effcrt,s are being made to restore peace and tranquillity in the 

n2ig:t~')our::.:-,g area o:i:' the Middle East." ( A/9585, Annex, p. 2) 
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Confirming the terms of this communique, our Head of Stat 0, Gev· erP :_ 

Gabriel Ramanantsoa stated at the second sw:nmit meeting of the C'rgar'.izu.tion of 

African Unity in Mogadiscio: 
11 

Scrr:e great Powers are trying to disturb the tranquillity of the 

ocean which surrounds us contrary to the decision of the United Nations 

making a zone of peace out of this ocean. In injecting their· quar ::'elo: 

betveen the rich nations, they are trying to force us against our ·v-ill to 

defend a cause vrhich is not our own.·~ 

Our r;eographical position and the value we place on our security have 

pror:jpted us to make our ccntri1)ution to this work here, without pr jud:.·~0, 

however, to the debates and discussions which will be taking ph"ce in S)ecielized 

bodies or committees. 

My delegation feels that vre have novl ardved at the star.e C'f 'L~ ··:Jssic 

modes of action, and 1-1e sug~sest four guiding principle~. for 

future action in the area of the Indian Ocean: 

First , the prob"lerl!s of the Indian {:cean. rr:ust not ·:; c 1. J· <: · r, 

and studied piecerr:eal. They should be approached in a global f<'.si1ior~. But 

with regard to disarmament, priority should be given to measures to ::nsure 

security and maintain peace, without losing sight 0f tl::e rkveJom:-·e:ct .1:::c·~s 

of the countries concerned. 

Secondly, initial efforts should concentrate on concerted set l.on on thE. 

part of the countries concerned -- the coastn,l and the bin:~erl2.~'];' naticn::: --

which bear the primary responsibility, with a viel·l to crec.:ti.Ee: 

genuine and mutual confidence. 

' ' ~"' 
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Thirdly, it is necessary to_lwrk·on the clarification of certain definitio: 

for example, the definition of a denuclearizeo zone, a lond-locked country., and 

on-- and also on the geographical delimit~~ion of the region concerned. 

Fourthly, henceforth any act :i.vity for military purposes which is liable 

to jeopardize peace and security in the area should be prohibited. 

The delegation of Madagascar is in any case convinced that the creation 

of peace zones can constitute nn effective rr:eans of strengthen:ing international 

security and C~',nnot possibly be, as sorr.e t:eorle have sRid here, e. limited and 

partial measure contrary to the international practice of the law of the sea 

or·a discriminatory one. 

Obviously it is not -possible to cove1' in a single statement all the import< 

items before us. However, I should not l~ke to pass over in silence the propose 

designed to achieve.:-prohibition of action to ir:fluence tlle enviror:n:ent and 

climate for military and other purposes in:::-:::Jmp&tible with the m&intenrmc;:; of 

international security, hume.n wel1---oeing e.nd health. 'l'bat proposal will receivei 

-~.r:e s117'ort o{ our delegat{on. I shall J..eave it- to those ·vrho are -better q_u2lif:i 

tr1s.n I e.m to C(W.ment on the draft convention before us e.nd particularly to analy 

its scier:t:.:'ic c!.d ::ecL:1ical aspects. 

I should lj ::e .;_: :~!'e.~- t~1e attention of the Corr.r~:~i ttee to the danger vrhich 

may exist for the deve~.o1xLnt" cc•J~Jt::'.'' .::s whi eh are anxious to protect their 

natural resources and to motilL"· ! "'''1':::ively for the well~being of their 

0\VD people and of manldnd, the danger of 0Ll'l.= -:J·::Ssib le de\'e lop:cent Of n:eteorolog:i 

geophysical or other scientific procedures wU'_c.i1 could darrage, r.:CJd ~ ..::·:;, d i ve~t 01 

annihilete portions of those natural resources, whether t'1-;;;,,- ·,y= c•r lcilcd or 

in the sea. The same danger, incidentallyo may threaten the 1es_our·<o::3 rece:1tly 

defined in a General Assembly resolution as constituting part of the corr.r:,on 

heritage of mankind. That 2s vhy the iv.:s.dage.scar delegation believes t~E:.:t 1-1e 

should condemn or prohibit not only all actions for military purposes but also .I 
any econo:!Ilic aggression the effect of wt.ich might be a reduction of the econom1 

potential of a nation. 
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The delegation of Madagascar has not attempted to cr_mce~ i-~'-' c.::; __ :>~rL ·;nxiety 
f 

rc::.d scepticism regarding the continuing efforts, stubborn bt:t fut-·ls, of the 

international community to banish from our universe mJ.litary r.;.v::::.lric~ ~ -t•::rro~' 

and the perpetual threat of a conflagratiOl: ,.rhich rni[~1t ver-.r F .:ll 

but we should lite in- conclusion to reaffil·m 01]_r gre2.t confideace ii1 i.r!.o na"cior.al 

institutions. He are perfectly ,.,rel1 aware, as indeed many d.eleg8.t ices havr: 

reminded us here, that the essential elements of a real solu-tion for tL:o prob lerns 

of ;;eneral and complete d is~rrr:c.rr:ent are to be foui1d in the -v:-ill of the super- Fo-wer;; 

to respect the T,dshes of the vast majority of mankind and to se::::;: security, ::_;~_c.:.ce 

and economic justice. 

However, we cannot concede that those who have ncit:·~;r the mes.1s ~J.ur the 

desire to devote themselves to an arms race should be ezclud.ed frOT' t'1e 

international debate on disarmament. We therefore endorse the reaffirmation 

in Genere.l Assembly resolution 3185 (XXITIII) that 

'· ... all States have the right to pa:rt icipate on a basis o. equality in 

the settlement of major inter:1ational problems in accordance with the 

principles of the Charter so that pea~e ·and security- will be base et o::-1-

effective respect for the sovereignty and independence of c;acL State 

and the inalienable right of each peo:!_Jle to determine i t.s 01-m destiny 

freely and without outside interference, coercion or pres.sure". 

He shall continue to seek) alongside the countries of the third 1wrld, 

particularly the African States and countries of the non- al:i.cned group, an:r 

solution -v:hich could rn11ke our comrr:on work signific2.nt and ger:~inely 

effective. 

The CHAIRIVlfl.N: I than}~ the representative of : 1adagascar for the kind 

vords he addressed to the officers of the Cor!lll:ittee. 

!;r . .AJ~\i_~_SAN:f_ (Indonesia): Since the end of the Second v!orld "t-iar 

there have been continuous rounds of negotiations for ending ~lle arms re.c-::. 

Hundreds o:f meetings have been held , at which millions of '"ords have been 

uttered.. Tnere have been nerotiatior..s on disa.rmament and a.rn:s limitic:tion in 

Geneva, in Helsinti, in Vienna there have been discussicns in this i'_srErr.bly 
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and elsewhere. Efforts are being made :tpr the convening of a vTOrld disarmamen· 

conference and the membership of the Conference of the Committee on Disarmamen· 

has been enlarged. 

All those diplomatic labours have indeed not been vi thout posi ti.Ye ..achievt 

They have resulted in such arms limitation agrE'ements as the 1959 Antarctic 

Treaty, the 1963 partial test-ban Treaty, the 1967 oc,ter rpace Treaty, the·196E 

non--proliferation Treaty, the lSri? Convention on the Prohibition of-Biological 

"hTeapons, and other agr~2rrents. I would be the last to say that those achievemer 

vere not imrortant. However, they are not really disarmac~;ent treaties. And, 

whatever their virtues may be, it is a fact that they h~ve failed to prevent 

a very high increase in t~e stockpiling cf armaments. vJhile 1-re are talking 

about disarmament. arms expenditure is dc'J.bling every 15 years. Nuclear 

testing has been stepped up since the 1963 test·-ban 'Ireaty. \Vhile the 

Strategic Arms Limitation 'I'al¥.s have been taking place, the nUlliber of deliver2 

American and Soviet i·iarhead s has incn:s.sed drar::s.tically and the syste1:1s of 

~.-.. :_ivel·;-,· have become increasingly so-ob22ticated. In short, the results of the 

Pf:t\.1;.·ts ;.;o cc·r:~.rol the arms race, including the much heralded Strategi::- Arms 

~i~it~:ion ~8:~s, hav2 in reality been illusory RS far.as their effect on 

It has become me~ •:: ;;.nd ·rore d: -r·::·:'.cult to escape the impression that. 

discussions on disa:r·mament :..:, t.: .. ::,:"dt+ 2"' e.nci for that 'Jlatter in any other 

forum 0 may perhaps be just an exr.:r:cl::.-: -~! .• ,- :1 .. 'i·cy. !n tnis Organization, we 

hav~ ·' year after ye·ar, gone through +be :::'.~; _ u"" '"--;olein~ :::taterr.er;::; L:'ter 

statement repeating more or less the san:e arguments, r·c~~]_.:.Med ·oy the adoption 

of resolution after resolution, ::r:d the only result hs.s "he-::.~ tt·-: . .:.:,:·"easing 

intensification of the arms race, not only quantitatively buc, also 

qualitatively as to the ?estrnctive ce;-Pcity of ',7eapons. 

There are certainly well-founded reasons for blan:ing the big nuclear 

Povers for the failure so far to achieve real disarman:ent, since those Pm..Ters 

have continued not only to pile up r~ore arrr.s, nuclear as well as con·,·en-'::icnfO.l~, 

but also to improve c.n the deadliness of the weapons they already possess. 

Hovrever, 1-re vould be less than candid if 1:-e failed. to point out that rrany 

medium--sized and small nations have also, each for its own reasons, founO. 

it necessary to increase their armaments as soon as they have had the ::neans 

or the opportunity to do so. 
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As I stated earlier, efforts towards disarmament ~nd arms limitation 

urldertaken since the Second vlorld \Jar have not been without results, though 

not so much in the sense that the world has indeed started to disarm or that 

we have really succeeded in limiting arms. The big Powers are apparently aiming 

n:ore at achieving parity than at disarmament. The rr.::in results of disarmament 

efforts are perhaps to be found in the fact that to a certain extent they~have been 

instrumental in preventing the outbreak of arn:ed conflicts between the big 

Povers and have helped to create a certain atmosphere of detente. Though 

physical conflicts bet-v1een the big Powers have been avoided, apparently nothing 

muc11 can be done to prevent the outbreak of armed confrontations between the 

E~&ller nations, as if making those smaller nations the testing grounds for 

ne·,; types of weapons. 

All those factors have led my delegation to wonder whether the continuing 

discussions on disarmament in this Committee can realistically be expected ever 

to achieve their aims, since apparently every country 1-1hich is in a position 

or -has the oppor~un:i,ty ~o do so continues to increase its armaments. That ler>fls 

my delegation to wonder whether our pro~eed ings are merely intendP.d _to give 

an opportunity for us to air our feelings of impotence and frustration 0 without 

our being convinced of their ~ractical usefulness towards real disarmament. 

We continue to e:A'-press our concern about the increasing arms race and we continue 

to talk about disarmament,while in fact we should like to arm ourselves as soon 

as ve have the means or the opportunity to do so. 
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• 
My remarks may have a pessi,; st1.· c rl·n"', b t I h 

""-'- l.) u s ould like to as sure the 
Cow~~ittee that Indonesia · · J..S genuJ..nely interested in the continuation of serious 

efforts tovards achievinG concrete disarmament, both in the sphere of nuclear 

';eapons and in tl1at of conventional arms. jvjy dele::;ation believes thut in order 

to proceed in a more fruitful manner vle shoul<l not fail to recoGnize our 

failure so far to ·achJ.. eve real dJ... sarmament. n h uld ~.e s o , furtl1eroore, devote 

our efforts to analysing our failures and formulatinc; concrete ncasures to 

ov2rcome them. Perhaps the Conference of the Committee on Disa:rr;a.~c:1~. 

that its membership has again been enlarged, vill be able to play 1:1ore 

effectively the role that has been assigned to it. 

It is in that spirit tbat Indonesia expresses its continued suppo1·t for 

further efforts to achieve disarruanent, efforts that ve hope vill lead to••o.r:ls 

,<3reater security for nations, big and small towards the eli.1'llination of uars, 

big anci small, and tmmrds arrestin::o; the continued increase of the ;·:anufact:J.rc: 
-
and sale of veapons that have so .gravely prejudiced the security of t!1e wO!'ld. . . . 

Indonesia, like any other developing country, cannot but be 1n f:wcc;r of 

genuine disarmament. ~le need the means a.11d resources at oar disposal for 

development purposes, ln order to bring about material and spiritu:::.J. i:eD. .. t::i::c 

for the people in the iw.ple;nentation of the principle of social j-...stice, ;;:1ic:~ 

has been one of the promises of independence . 

.Allov rue noiv to make some remarlts on the question of the >:orld iisar~~a::ez~t 

conference. I1y delegation· s deep appreciation r,oes to ~\Y collen._'3U(' 3.:10. cocJ. 

friend Ambe.ssador Hoveyda of Iran, 'Hho has presided in such an 

over the worl;: of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Uorld Disar:1x:ent 
F"reat diDlo::atic sdll 

His task has been far from easy, but because of rJ.s ~ . 

and persistent efforts the Ad Ho£ Co:mri ttee has been a.ble to ac!:ieve 
From a non -comni ttee it has becc:·:e 

so:.:e 

pro~ress in its latest. i;1eetings. 
... - ·.,, .. r.:. ...... ¥' • .: ,.....;--. .... , ... ,, .. 4 

Tvro more nuclear FoVJers, namely the United l~nc:do:n a110 .rrs;,cc' : .. ~.-=. ::--·-~-.:""'-" 
, Soviet U1:icr~ .. "i:n:c:-; ~~r.s ~2-.:~:-. 

in the i:or};: of the Coru:littee, in addition to t.r.e 

part since the Committee;s inception. 
Com:Ji ttee t.hro:.J•:i: i :s c;::~:: !": :-.: .. 

United States , maintain contacts witi1 the 
· i -:s 

the Comm.l..ttee has succeedecl in :rrepann,~ 
the fact that -

an indication that some progress has been :1ade. 
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11Y delec;ation has on earlier occasions already expressed its support for 

the idea of conveninc; a world disarmmYJ.ent conference. I had the opportunity to 

elaborate on my delegation's viei·TS before this Committee durinc; the twenty :::;eventh 

session of the General Asserubly. Those vie'l-rs remain valid. It is the opinion 

of my delegation that ;.;e should not act vi th undue haste but should convene a 

vorld disarmament conference only after -vre are reasonably assured, on the basis 

of careful preparatory work, of its chances of success. At the same time, 

~:re stronc,ly believe that we should continue to make serious efforts to achieve 

concrete progress ln this admittedly difficult preparatory 1mrl;:. He believe, 

furthermore, that if the conference is to produce constructive results, the 

participation of all nuclear Powers is an absolute necessity. \>Jllat is even more 

i~portant is the readiness of those Powers not only to participate but to do 

so in good faith. It is generally recognized that the main cause of lack of 

progress in disarmament has been t1le lack of any genuine effort on the part of 

tl1e big Powers. One of the basic req_uirer.::ents for achieving meaningful progress 

in dis?-rma..ment ~s the existence of a c:enuine political vlill among the nuclear 

Powers. They should ac;ree on the 1::easures nece-ssary to abolish all weapons of 

tlass destruction, as a first ste:r tovJards general disarmar.1ent. It has been said 

that once the political vrill exists, the forum for negotiation is irrelevant. 

7he absence of such political vill, however, -vrould ma};:e the efforts of this 

Cor.rr:1i ttee irrelevant. 

i:Iay I nou comment on the draft resolution aiYJring at the reduction by 

10 per cent of the 1nilitary bud;;ets of the permanent members of t~1e Security 

Council and the utilization of part of the fu..nds saved to assist developing 

countries. l1y delegation continues to suyport the idea. At the sa:-:1e time, 

ve naintain our scepticis:tn, vrh~ch ue exrressed in last year ;s debate, •·rith 

regard to the practicability of the idea so lone; as its inpler,lentation is made 

concli tional on the agreement of all the perr:1anent members and none of the~:1 is 

})re:c"Jared to give the c:ood e:;:ample -..:i thout vai ting for the others to do so. 

Another item which is of greaL. concern to my dele[;ation is the implementation 

of the Declaration of the Indi3J.'1 Ocea.'1 as a Zone of Peace. My delegation notes 

·,rith satisfaction that some pro;-res::: ll!lS been made by the Ad Hoc:_ Corn.m.ittee 

not only in preparin.; its report but alsc, and particularly, in adoptinc: by 
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consensus the draft resolution that has been submitted to this Committee. Such 

proc;ress has been made possible by the able guidance of the Chairman of the 

A? Ho~ Committee, knbassador AmerasingheJ and the co ·operation and ru1derstandinc 

of its Itlembers. 

The progress achieved so far on the ~uestion of the Indian Ocean as a zone 

of ]Jeace has not, I reGret to state, been as rapid as we might have ,,Tished. 

For example, the consultations between the littoral a.'1d hinterland States and the 

extra--regional Po·vrers envisaged in operative paragraph 3 of teh Declaration 

in resolution 2832 (XXVI}, proclaimed. three years ago, have yet to take place. 
' 
Horeover, as the statement of the experts indicates in document A/AC.l59/l/Rev.l, 

during the past fell years there has been a substantial increase in great-Po1-1er 

naval activity in the Indian Ocean. That activity is inconsistent vlith the 

Declaration, >Thich calls upon the great Powers to halt i'the further escalation 

and expansion of their military presence in the Indian Ocean" (resolution 

?332 (x~:vn,~para. 2 (a))_._ Should that _escalation continue, it will inevitably 

place the entire concept of the India."l Ocean as a zone of neace iri s·erious 

jeopardy. 1n1at is needed no1v is an understa.DdinG betiveen the littoral g,nd 

hinterland States ancl the extra -regional Powers to avoid another up>Tard spiral 

of biG PoHer naval rivalry in the Indian Ocean. 

It is from that vieHpoint that Indonisia fully endorses the recomnendations 

contained in the Ad Hoc Committee's report (A/9629) and the draft resolution 

aC.opted unanimously by the lrleill·bers of that Cor:unittee. Of particular importance 

in this respect is paragraph 4 of the recoh'.Llendations contained in the report 

and operative paragraph 4 of the acconpanying draft resolution, Hhici1 J in 

pursuance of the Declaration 9 re~uests the littoral and hinterland States of the 

Indian Ocean to enter as soon as possible into consultations vith a vie>r to 

convening a conference on the Indian Ocean. 

'I'he primary objective of such consultations amonc; the coastal and hinterland 

States lvould be Jco endeavour to define broad areas of agreement amont:; them, 

and to for1:1ulate a comaon vievpoint" shared by all, on the i1!1pler1entation of the 

Declc..ration. That COlillD.OD viei,rpoint uould become the basis for consulta~ions 

a.'1d negotiations with the big Powers and the major maritime users of the Indian 

Ocean. 

I 

I 
I 
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I have to admit in all sincerity that the formulation of such a conmon 

viewpoint arnong tJ.1e littoral and hinterland States vlill not be an easy task. 

nor vill it be easy to bring to a successful conclusion the consultations and 

negotiations 1-1ith the big p 01.;ers and the major maritime users. Hovrever, if iVe 

are all earnest enough in our desire to put into effect the principles enunciated 

in the Declaration, 1-1e shall ultiHately be able to reconcile our differences 

and tCi establish an acceptable basis for common action. But we must make a 

concrete start. 
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Another question of considerable importance is the issue concerning 

the creation of nuclear-free zones. It is encouraging to note that at the 

present session of the General Assembly we are discussing, in addition to 

the establishment of a nuclear-free zone in Latin AmericJl, the _s:oncept of 

establishing si~~lar zones in the region of the Middle East and South Asia. 

I~ delegation welcomes the initiatives taken by the delegations of Ebypt, 

Iran and Pakistan. 

As haE been indicated in the past, my delegation has consistently supported 

the concept of the creation of such nuclear-free zones. It is the opinion 

of my delegation that the establishment of nuclear-free zones in various 

parts of the vrorld will make an important contribution to the limitation of 

the nuclear arms race and will thus constitute a significant step towards 

the strengthening of the structure of peace and security at the regional and the 

global level. 

It has always been the view ~f ~ delegation that co-operation and 

agreement between the countries in a region should play a crucial role in the 

attainment of regional objectives. Therefore, the establi,shment of nuclear-free 

zones will ultimately depend upon the co-operation and understanding among 

the countries of the region concerned. It is for this reason that my 

delegation would suggest that the coUJ."ltries of the region shc-:1ld enter into 

consultations for the purpose of implementing that concept. Those consultations 

could deal, among other things~ with such problens as the geo;;raphical definitimJI 

of the zone, the rights and obligations of the parties involved, the security 

interest of the countries in the region and other relevant problems. As far 

as Indonesia is concerned, it has always been our position thL when confronted 

-w-ith issues concerning a region ve are priJ'1arily guided by thr vievs 

of the countries of that region. \Ii th regard to the specific proposals to 

establish nuclear-free zones in the l~iddle East and South Asia, we a::·e very 

much interested in hearing the views of all the countries of those regions. 

In conclusion, I should like to address myself briefly to an item which 

my delegati on considers to be very important, namely, item 10 3, on the 

prohibition of action to influence the enviroill",ent and clin:a-:-:: for :c:ilitary 

purposes incompatible vri th the maintenance of international security, human 

;.rell--being and health, which has been put on the agenda on the initiative of 

the Soviet Union. 
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The significance of this item has been thoroughly and convincingly 

explained by Ambassador Malik of the Soviet Union. Indonesia considers the 

Soviet proposal to be an important initiative as it deals with a problem which 
is of great concern to the international community, namely, the preservation 

of the environment for all mankind. Such measures for the preservation of 

the environment, if adopted, would at the same time constitute another step_ 

forward in the efforts to limit the arms race. 

Indonesia has no difficulty in supporting the Soviet proposal. The 

draft convention annexed to the draft resolution merits serious study. lf~ 

delegation vrould like to stress that nothing in the proposed measures should 

impede the efforts of States in the field of economic, scientific or 

technological development for the purpose of the preservation and improvement 

of the environment for peaceful purposes. 

In this connexion, my delegation 1-rould like to dra1-r the attention of the 

Committee to the remarks made by Ambassador Yango of the Philippines in his 

statement in this Committee on the destructive potential of tropical 

storms vhi eh have se> often caused great destruction in_ his count:r;. 

Mr: DOSUMU-JOHNSON (Liberia): Permit me, Sir, through you, to 
fi 

add the voice of my delegation to the voices of those tbat have congratulateC:. 

PJT1bassador Ortiz de Rozas on his elevation to the chairmanship of this 

prestigious Co!Iilllittee. He supported his election in the firm conviction of 

his ability and sagacity to lead our deliberations to a successful conclusion, 

and his performance since then has strengthened that conviction. He I·Tish also 

to congratulate you personally, Sir, and your colleagues, the other Vice-Chairman 

and Rapporteur. ive assure the officers of the Comwittee of our whole-hearted 

co· o~Jeration. 

Let me say at the outset that full and complete disarmw1ent by a new 

approach is the highest aim of the Liberian Government, for we do not think 

that one can put new wines in old wineskins. 
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In the history of human society one of the most instructive lessons is 

that the idea of getting together 5 knm.;ing each other~ and worl;:ing as a team in 

co--operation is a necessary factor in all areas of development. Nevertheless, 

man's inveterate and im_pla~able foe throughout his period of evolution is his 

refusal to subordinate self to the interest and w·ell-being of mankind generally, 

a refusal that gives ri&e to misapprehensions, avarice, national political 

confrontations, distortions and wars. 

To correct the political and social imbalance aggravated by two world 

wars, the United Nations, as an idea, as a movement and as an institution, was 

born to challenge old habits of thought and to redirect or reform existing 

conditions to the end that peace and abundant life might prevail over the 

cruel forces of national prestige, racial hatred and discrimination, want 

and var. 

In advocating the universality of the United Nations, the founding fathers 

envisaged its survival of the rigours of mediaeval ideological dissension 

s_nG. ushered in among men a ne•·r ·world order in 1rhi cli that larr,er part 

of humanity lvhich used to be passive sufferers might become active 

participants and effective actors in the pursuit of global peace. 

But as we listen to the opinions of .,-arious delegations, especially 

.those of the nuclear Powers, 1-1e are dismayed. Hhen on 31 October one 

representative of a nuclear Power referred to the non-proliferation Treaty 

as "a discriminatory, misleading, illusory and in the end, ineffective 

instrumentn (2005th meeting, p. 21) after six years of its existence; Hhen 

>ve heard the di atri l)eS of t1w permanent Pow·ers of the Security "'· · 1cil here 

ln this Committee on 4 November -~·· we cannot believe that thei1 a..Lm is to defuse 

the 0erils of nuclear or bacteriological extermination of the human species. 

At the heart of the disarmament problem, in my opinion, is the tendency to 

put the cart before the horse, instead of moving beyond cold war fears and 

creatin:; the Lleans of achieving new attitudes for the elimination of fears and 

national rivalries in essence, a call for self-serutinizing understanding 

of the psychological aspects of the armament dilemma. Disarmament can be 

secured only if we first seek confidence, if we first seek trust and mutual 

u..n.<iers tan dine;. 
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You cannot understand the apprehension of small nations like my Ow'll which 

fRe no kind even of small arms for police service. Mature reflection 

l
~~ le~ds me to the conclusion that small nations do not have a foreign 

1.1cy 1n the sense of flexil:Jle alternatives: they have merely a :90licy 

, existence, end this policy of existence ultimately depends upon the 

Ar.d these others, as members or" the world community, should 1:~~ of others. 

-·~their actions and performances defensible, conscionable and worthy. 

Havin: spoken on this issue for many years ~ast, and relyinG now upon 

t:1e c.iar;nosis of abler speakers before !!le, it would be superfluous for 

::e tc occu1~Y the Corro.mittee 's time with a further recital of the history 

'2!::": stc:.tistics of this issue, and I shall refrain from doinr; so unless 

:':::;reed '...,y future developments. I shall tterefore "!Je very brief. 

I1Iembershi:;:; in the world community implies constructive accc:;r;modation 

::.:~~:. e. creative relationshi]! with all States in tl1e search for a neW arproach 

to wcrld C.isarm,ment on the basis of mutual resnect and humanitarianism 

tc.tlier thc.n ideoloc;ical confrontation ancl the use of cliche opinions. 

-he r:.lterneti ve to coexistence is eo-destruction; Friendshir1 in the~r:y must 

· c -;;yar:sla1 ed .into friendship in practice fer the r;ood of all mcnkind. 

Tne items on disarm~~ent on the United Nations afenda since 1945 

have ~een most controversial and Hill so contim.1e unless we act like 

·.:f.:J of thou::::t:t. . Article 26 of the Charter states: 

"In order to promote the establishment anc1 maintenance of 

international ;;eace and security 1-1ith the least diversion for armaments 

of the vorlrl' s hu.1nan and economic resources , the Security Council shall 

be resiJonsH:le for fonJl1lating; with the assistance of the Hili.tary Staff· 

Corr®ittec referred to in Article 47, plans to l)e submitted to the !~embers 

of the Unitec Nd:.ons fer the establisher.mt of a system for the re.sulation 

of armaments. 11 

Ho1-rever, national presti:e has seemin::;ly nece.ted this ~reat ideal. 

In the interveninc years rrsny conferences have ·t>een held and proposals 

susmitteC'., l)u:, t?ecause of bic;-Pover rivalries and sme.ll-Pmier jealousies no 

acce~t ::ible formula has been ac:reed uron n:~cl the d.is cuss ions and debates 

::eccx:ne more political and sterile. It is now o1Jvious that the 
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responsibility for total and complete disarmament, which is my deleGation's 

highest priority, rests in the main with the super-Powers which make most of the 

deadly weapons' of war. Amonc; the super-Powers I include all nations vossessinG 

the potentialities for the manufacture of unconventional arms and nuclear 

weapons, for peaceful purposes or for war. 

The discussions on a comprehensive nuclear test-ban treaty, the 

non-proliferation Treaty and other aspects of disarmament have resulted in 

many resolutions. MY delegation thinks that the billions of dollars 

spent annually for arms should be diverted to the peaceful use and 

benefit of all E.c:.nkind, thus saving succeeding generations from the scourc;e · 

of another world war. 

Work for peace and securitY. is the responsibility of the United Nations, 

but Members must divest themselves of bloc influences or rcgio11al solidarity 

so as to understand the national will to power or the paranoid delusions 

gf _head? of Governrrents. It i~ no~ enough to encourase technologists to 

look at human problems in disintereste-d ways. vJhat is necessary today 

is a technology of behaviour, a re'.ccn.structed vielv of goals end priorities. 

The fate of this world is determined by the values which govern the 

decisions of the super-Powers. We have talked too long on test buns, 

on nuclear-free zones, on the Strategic Arw.s Lir::oitaticn Talks ( Sii.LT) and on 

other aspects of war. Let us r.ow find a .nevJ approach to peace and confidence, 

for in tirr.es of emergency r:o area will be free, even in terr!ls of conventional 

r:eans. The Second v!orld Har was fought :n Europe, but what did we see? The 

Graf Sr:;ee was scuttled in tl:.e we. ters off Iv';ontevideo. 

Because disarmament involves moral, economic, strategiG, nolitical · 

and diplomatic implications, it is difficult to achieve instantaneous 

agree:c::ent. The aGreements that are achieved are not always kept for long, but 

persistence in the search for an acceptable modus vivendi is a nrima facie 

assumption of the merit of our efforts. 

The Stratec;ic J'.rms Limitation Talks betvreen the United States and the 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics will not solve the disarre~ent nrobles. 

They will arct:.se Euspicicn and fear of black:c::ail en the _rart of other 

States. Hence the tendency to make various recions nuclear-free zones may lead 

ultimately to hol!le-mede bombs. 
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Different States may project different perspectives of arms control and 

disc.r!!'.ament and. of the strater;ic arms limitation negotiations in progress, 

and this is understandable considerinG :r:·olitice.l concerns; geoc;raphic 

circ~stances and economic ties. SALT may not allay the fears or 

fulfil the hoJ:Jes of many States, or chan[',e }lolitical attitudes or slmr down 

:;;roc;ress in vea:lons development. It is difficult to solve great 

intern2.tinnal problems: to think otllerwise woulci. be intellectual 

r~rrocance. The most -v:e can do is hore to survive world }Jroblems anr1 

entertc.in hope!~ully the confidence that t}cese te:ks vill contain 

''ear:,ons develo::ment at the marGin and, by some personal diplomatic 

l,roc:ess. increase the decree of control of national Govermr:ents over 

the cou.rse of events in their respective co1.mtrie~. 'I'hey should never 

·c:e viewed in the context of attem~>tin:= to keep any nc::.tio:r: or State 

(
1er:.r:anently in a position of lJolitical inferiority. If a:wthing~ they should 

>rins nations closer tor;ether and ensure t.heir national security. 

'I'he u1·c:ency of the :nresent situation demands that i:nmeLliate steps 

-e c:G:e::1 to convene a. w~rld 2iisarmaniel1t conference, which my C.elec;?.tion 

; l1cleheartedly sur:;:;orts' to ·c'l.et.er States v:ith nuclear CC:r)Jahilities from 

~:evelopin,-; their ovm stocklliles ar1el small nations . frcm seekin;::;, through 

fear, develor,:n-ent ITCJtec:ticn 0n a rec;ional 1;asis. But, most important, 

• .i.;::'.lJ d serve as a c·::mference in Si:' arch of the means of ensurin:s: and 

-~:::.·ovinc; tr1..::.st, confidence a!lc1 the social ievelopment of States vrithout 

1:!1ich r1o .c;lc!bnl clisarma.Illent is l'ossible in our time. 

._,_ 
lv 

>~r ['.lacc2-ntee is Global securi f~y in which every nation is protected by all 

other nations. 
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Hhile my delegation supports, and should support, all resolutions on 

disarmament, however innocuous, and, ipso facto, all declarations and conventions 

for re.gional nuclear-free zones, the impendin'g escalation of nuclear capability 

in a world of doubts and distrust should make imperative, -as -the best safeguard 

against the annihilation of the world, a vigorous effort to make the whole world 

a nu~lear-free zone. Regionalism invites suspicion, fear and distrust, especiaJ.ly 

when of different ethnic affinity. 

Money or, if you will, great wealth is the kingpin to the acquisition of 

technological expertise and, thereby, nuclear capability. Oil is an important 

factor in the accumulation of national prestige~ wealth and power, and with it 

a nevr form of geopolitics. In this context Mexico, Iran, the OPEC States, the JI.Jurt11 

Sea ccuntries, Nigeria, Indonesia, South Viet-Nam, IV:alaysi<:, Taiwan, to nan:e onl.v a , 

few, are all destined for the super-Power club because of their expected wealth. 

Unless 1\·e are wise and act novr to ensure vrorld ,confidence to direct these new oil 

·States to help ma.11kind to live- better, their natur_al_reso).lrces m~y_ in time be 

applied to the prestigious production of bombs and weapons of mass destruction, 

despite assurances of their peaceful uses. In the constants of history, there e.~e 

ever-present temptations to make treaties worthless, unless these treaties are 

internationally maintained. 

If, as the Founding Fathers conten:.plated~ the voting patterns in the United 

Nations vrere on merits rather than on polarized ideological blocs, a n:oratorium 

on disarmament discussions would be suggested in favour of a vigorous prosecutic,:: 

of food-getting and its distribution, on tl:e assurr;ption that no State vmuld vent,:.~-, 

to make war on another J{eiL.ber State with impunity. Nevertheless, when it is 

realized that hunger and famine an.d their concomitants of malnutrition, disease 

and death are as challenging as the ravages of 1-1ar, the great Pmrers of our worlJ 

may be induced to reconsider their disarmament conceptions and subordinate their 

great -Prn-1er influence to make war to the production and distribution of food 

as their highest national and international priority. Altruism is the hallmark 

of civilized society. In an interdependent -world, resources must be shared and 

concepts of altruism adjusted. The nations of the world need food, shelter and 

clothing, not war machines. 
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According to former Chancellor Willy Brandt, when he spoke in the General 

I !.ssembly in 1973, 
11 

••• morally it makes no difference 1·Thether a man is killed in war 

or is condemned to starve to death by thE: indifference of others. li 

(A/PV.2128_L_p_. 17) 

A moratorium on arms production -vmuld generate thousands of millions 

c:f c'ollars to create the social and economic revolution necessary to reduce the 

s'vranglehold of third world poverty; and this is possible only from the idealism, 

:c:;]_ :~sacrifice. and dedication of the super-Powers in co-operation with the 

C<e'r-=loping world. 

It is a tragedy of our humanity that, even though we know that the road which 

v:e have been follow·ing is not the right road, we none the less persist in 

hllowing it. 

There would have been no supe·r-Po-v;ers adamant on a ban of nuclear v.>eapons, if 

tLese super-Poi·Jers C.id r1ot have satellites an:.ong the developing States to SEpport 

:--·-'} c:or:do-r:e "'=heir every .act on ideol()gical or so-called ncn-aligned bases. In other 

1::::-::ds) they mair:c":,ain their super-Pc-i·;er posture because they ilFtve iaflexible 

satellites to encourage U:ei::.· intransigence. 

\Thile it is the prerogative of each State to do as it pleases within its 

national hegemony, as members of the world cornmu.rd ty they are in the exercise of 

"J-;eir sovereigaty connitted to the well-being of the world -vdthin self-imposed 

It is the considered judgment of my delegation that the five permanent 

:-;t'l:o-:.: ers of the Security Council, and all prospective nuclear Powers, will participate 

~-1Ey in the -vrork of the coming disarmament conference as an earnest indication 

c:.f their genuine interest in the social, economic and peaceful political benefit 

?J:d security of the third world and so obviate some of the extravagant 

~l>.::::ulations engendered by misplaced confidence and divisiveness. 

Disarmament, I assure you, will not with the best intentions be easy 

~- achieve; it may be traumatic, even catastrophic, with great stress on the 

iu~ --.:rnational political fabric. The crucial thing to do now is to create a 

: c.:a:::::ful order for an increasingly interdependent world. This will require a ne1-1 

g;c:,eration of leadership, understanding and ge~erosity of spirit i-lithout parallel 

ii -'::'!:1e history of international political practice. 
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Permit me to close my staterr.ent -v:ith a story entitled "Dedicated to 

those in search": 
11 0n'ce our Master, Rabbi Hayyir::. vf Zans , told: ns thj s parable: 

nA man had bt:en _wanderin~ about in the forest for ~'everal days 

to find the vay out. Finally, he s ..,_...,, a man apjJro ac.:h~ng ran l.n the 

distance. His heart was filled wi:l- ·o:,-

which is the ri£Sht vay out of this ~c-.:cY:::-"-'. ;1c tltO'L~(jl-!-, ::;,. r,ir:~:'~lf. V7:.<1P:l] 

they neared each other, he askPd the man, 1Brother, will ·.;oci pleasf· t.eJ J 

me the way out of the forest? 
. . 

I ho.--.- '!::cen nander1.ng abou_~ in ht< _ e _,_~ol· 

several C.ays and I am Un.able to fir,.d •'W way out.' 
11Said the other man to hin., 'E~ ,;:_he"~, I do not k:1m.r the -:,ray Ql.t 

either, for I too have been wanderi:1g &tou~-. in Lere for many oe.ys. 

But this much I can tell you. I'o IJC.'t eo tl: o~e;," tLai. I ha\'€ gcu., ior 

I knm.,r that it is not the way. Em·l ~ome, Jet,_,~. :::Pa:J.ch for the v;c.y C'ut 

together.' 

tc1ing thc;;t eacb cne 

Now Come, let us join hands and lcolr for the 1-u.;;- together." 

1-Tnile reserving my delegaL:.or 1 ~ ri,t:._~.t tu spea;,. again on the reJ_evant 

draft resolutione if it becorr..::;s :· . ..::;.:s;:,sary, it is our fto.r•,o::::1t wi.:;i. ~hat the 

Conference of the Committee o:·: I':i.c-a:-mar:e;:rt will ~;ut its hapds in the lat :rinth 

of disarmament conferences and insti·,;uticns and evci.Ye ••ays to global detente, 

genuine disarmament and internstior,al se ::uri-7-v, 4ea~ -ir,s in mind that 1:·::: live L, ·t 

world polarized betvreen co;;-:r:·,unisr.~ 3nd ce.;;ita.J.is111~ c:r..::entific so('iRlism ar· o+"Je:-

political norrenclatures, .disarmament dema::- Js delicate ha.'1Ciling and altruism. 
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The CHAIRMAN: I thank the representative of Liberia for hi'S 

very kin~ words addressed to the Chairman and officers of the Comrrlittee. We 

have thus concluded the list of speakers for this morning's meeting but. 

! ft~bassador Templeton of New Zealand has asked to speak, in accordance 

with the procedure established by the Committee, in order to introduce a draft 

resolution which was distributed thi-s morning. I therefore call _on the 

r~presentative of New Zealand. 

Mr. TEMPLETON (New Zealand): Mr. Chairman, as this is the first 

cccasion on which my delegation has raised its voice in this Co~~ittee this 

year, I should like to congratulate all its officers most warmly on their 

election. 

I am grateful for the opportunity to speak very briefly at this stage, in 

crder to introduce, on behalf of the sponsors, the draft resolution in 

document A/C.l/L. 683. 

I do not propose during this staterr.:er.t. to discuss at length.the 

reasons why my delegation has again this year considered. it nec~ssary to 

take part in the preparation of a draft resolution on the testing of 

nuclear weapons. I shall have an opportunity to say something more on 

this subject in the remarks which I hope to make later in the general debate. 

At this moment I should merely like to express my great gratification at the 

:~act that 15 countries have so far joined in sponsoring the draft resolution. 

There are three countries from Africa, three from Europe, three from Latin 

AEerica, three from Asia and three from the South Pacific, namely, Australia, 

Hew Zealand anP. Fiji. I should mention that,since the draft resolution'was 

suboi tted, the delegation of Colombia has confirrr:ed its intentio:1 of becoming 

a s-consor. The geographical spread of this .sponsorship is sufficient indication, 

_ believe, of the fact that the problem of continued nuclear-vleapon testing 

remains one of deep -.;orld-wide concern. 

A second feature which gratifies my delegation very much is that sponsors 

of both of last year's draft resolutions have come together to discuss a 

single text. I should like to express my delegation's thanks especially to 

the delegation of Mexico, which made a n·umber of valuable suggestions 
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about the wording of our draft, and is 011e of its sponEors. My delegation v:ouJd 

very much welcome further sponsors, llhen de legations have had the 

opportunity to study the text. 

I do not think it is necessary for me tc explain each ~aragraph in 

the draft resolution, sin~e many of them are in fact self-explanatory~ The 

preamble sets the scene, as it were, fo:·· the operm,ive pan;, and explains 

the reasons why we have found it necE:=:scL.ry LL· u ...... c ..:.•.Ji. l·:._.::d a ..:..caf""G J.'2S.JlU1.:;lCt, 

i.n such strong ierms. He believe that ti1e >w.cld i ~., grave lf concerned that 

weapons testing continued in 1974 withO'...:.i., any s.iacY.ening. ·we uel:l . ...,ve that 

testing intensifies the arms race ::1nd iacilitatt..:.s t:ae develv,t:rue::.1t anci 

pl:'oliferation of nuclear-weapons capaci-:-y. This, in turn, increa:>es tte 

threat of nuclear war. He are faced. :;:r;oreover, 1.;rith the r1.s~ that 

an irreversible nature for the health o ~ ;rBul-·i~"::, b•::.-:h r·.c>;.;r anl i; tL:: -<>:1h~r '?. 

The operative part of the draft resolution be€ins by condemning all 

nuclear fests·, wherever tney may oe ccnducteG.. -I .rr, ·ow t.!Jac s~...me delegat) o.ns 

will feel that this is strong laEgUa{!:e tc use aoov.v c:..n acti,,i ty :=ngaged in 

by countries with which many of us have c :-cGse and f,·j endly relations. I 

wish therefore to make three noints ab:Jut this paragrar.;h: 

First, we are not condemning hny Goverm11ent. Hqat 1-Je &re condcmnintS 

is the holding of nuclear-vreapon. tests. SecfiDdly, c·,,_r draft tl"..ru-. ghout 

is absolutely fair and even-han~e::l. It is directed against aJl testir's, 

in whatever environment it may bE. .:ond:.h. t ,:G. 1. ,11:.. ·. i.~,-, tlJt: As;.,£.mr-'- J <.:d.o;,1t ..::d 

a resolution last year by a large ll'.&.jc,r:i sy v:n~ ::t, c..cr.dc;nnecl w:?.th the 

utmost vigour 11 all nuclear-weapon tests. Some may feel, therefore. that 

the language of this paragraph in our draft resolution -is excessively 

moderate. 

The second operative paragraph reflects deep concern that, while testing 

continues, we must at;ain record nno proe:;ressn to1vards a comprehensive 

test ban. \Tnile we take note of the special report ~,.,bicb the Conference of 

the Committee on Dissrmarr.ent has :made, we must, I tnink, record our d.isappointner:~ 

that it has not been able to do eore, and especial]:•' in regard to the 

drafting of a comprehensive test-ban treaty. 
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The third paragraph of the draft resolution therefore, as an interim 

measure calls upon States which are not yet Parties to the partial test-ban 

Treaty to adhere to it. This call has been made in many previous Assembly 

resolutions. My delegatiop for its part, is very conscious of the 

linitations of this -Treaty. Nevertheless, the Treaty exists and is in 

force and, pending completion of a comprehensive treaty, an increase in 

tbe number of countries adhering to the partial test-ban Treaty, together 

with a voluntary moratorium on all testing in all environments, as envisaged 

in operative paragraph 6 of our draft resolution, offers the best opportunity 

of making immediate progress towards our final goal of a complete and 

comprehensive cessation. 

The core of our draft resolution is contained in operative paragraphs 4, 

5 and 7. In those paragraphs we emphasize the urgency of concluding a 

comprehensive test-ban treaty: we remind the nuclear-weapon States of 

their special responsibility to initiate proposals for such a treaty; and 

we request the Conference of the Conmittee on Disarmanent to give the 

highest priority to this task. 

It is our earnest hope that 1975 vrill be the year in which substantial 

progress is made to'\·!ards the conclusion of a comprehensive treaty. It is 

in this hope that vre commend the draft resolution to the Committee, and 

ask for the widest possible support. 

The CHAIRl·1AN: I thank Ambassador Templeton for his kind words 

addressed to the officers of the Committee. I have also noted that 

Colombia has become a sponsor to the draft resolution in decurrent 

A/C.l/L.683. 

I call or, ;;r,r= :::-epresentative of Israel who wishes to exercise his 

Mr. ERELL (Israel): It will have been fairly obvious to all those w':'lo 

:-_a-le listened tr"is 1r..orning to the reprE;~eLtative from S:yria tha1 t.,he: main purpose 

c~ his intervention in the debate, if not the only purpose of that int;ervention, 

i-Tas to give the Cor:rrn.ittee hi~ views and his feelinr,s on Israel. As is 

custor,mry 'i·rith Syrian representatives there 'i-las a noticeable lack of 1wderatio2: 

and civility in the extre~e language he used· I trust t.hat for this 
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he will be con~ended by his superiors. It is perfectly clear that he 

and the people who sent him here are very sorry that Israel exists and 

it is also clear that they -vrill do everything they can to bring about 

Israel's demise. 

The CHAIRMAN: I call on the representative of Syria on a point 

of order. 

I<lr. AL MASRI (Syrian Arab Republic) (interpretation from Arabic): 

The Israeli representative is usi~r language that has no relation 

•·;hatsoever to the item being discussed by the Committee and therefore I 

ask you, Mr. Chairman, to call him to order. 
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The CHAIRMJtN: I should like to draw the attention of the 

representative of Israel to the remarks just made by the representative of 

the Syrian Arab Republic. I hope he will concentrate on the items under 

discussion here in the Committee. As the Chairman said a fev days ago, 

".:h;:y require a very constructive approach. 

Hr. ER ELL ( Israel) : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I as sure you that 

as I proceed my remarks will be at least as constructive as those of 

t~e representative of Syria, and I shall certainly refer to 

disarmament. 

The question of Syria 1 s policy with regard to IsraP.l has a very great deal 

to do vrith disarmament', as anyone will readily appreciate. In October 1973, 

the Syrian Government and another Government --

The CH_i\_IRHAii!: I ce.ll on the representative of the Syrian Antb 

Repub~i~_on ~ point of order. 

t-1r. AL-I•1ASRI (Syrian Arab Republic) (interpret at ion from Arabic) : 

The items vle are discussing in this Committee are related to disarmament, not 

to the foreign policy of specific countries. If the representative of Israel 

Yishes to speak on_ the policy of Syria tov7ards Israel, that subject does not 

corccern the Committee at the present time. 

The CHAIRl'1AN: Once again I request the representative of Israel to 

note the -v1ishes of the Chair. The discussion should and must be concentrated 

on the items under discussion . 

.tv1r. ERELL (Israel): Thank you, Iv'Jr. Chairman. I should like to 

assure you once asain that my remarks vill be as clesely related to disarma,-;1ent 

as ivere those of the represente.tive of Syria. 

I should. lil:e to explain that the chances of disarmarr,ent in the I:iddle Best 

are constantly undermined by the policies of the Syrian Goverrll!Jent, vhi eh e.r~, 

as I thin}: is clear to us all, aimed at the dest:tuctior" of the Str"te of Isr~,~~-· 
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My Government sincerely hopes that the day will come \·Then the Syrian 

Government will understand that the people of Israel also has the right to exist 

and to exercise self-determination. We hope that the Arab err.pire will one day 

appreciate that it has plenty of territory and plenty of opportunities for 

peace and for progress, and that it ffiust recognize that the people of the Bible 

has a place to live aLd flourish in the land of the Bible. 

I do appreciate that the fact that Israel continues to exist in all 

probability does something to unbalance the minds of certain people in Syria. 

If so, I can only regret it. But I assure the representative of Syria that 

Israel has no intention to disappear, and it would be well for his Government 

to malte up its mind that peace and security in the Middle East 

The CHAIRHAH: I call on the representative of Syria on a point of 

order. 

_ Mr. AL-MASRI (Syrian .Arab .Republic)_ (interpretation from .Arabic): 

Unfortunately, although I have drawn the Chairman's attention to a point of 

order, the Israeli representative continues to disregard the rules of procedure of 

the General Assembly. That is nothing strange to tte policy of his Government, 

vi:1ich is kno1m to disregard international lm-r and the Charter of the United 

Nations by using napalm and other incendiary vreapons. 

In my statement I spoke very clearly about the use of napalm by the 

Israeli forces against the refugee camps, tlle Syrian people and other Arab 

peoples. That crime is by no rr:eans different from other crimes of 

\Tar. It comes >·rithin the frameworl;: of the agenda items we are discussine;. 

The CHAIRHAN: I call upon the representative of Israel, who wishes 

to speak in exercise of his right of reply. 

l-'ir. ERELL (Israel) : Hhat I shall say nmr will be very brief and very 

·relevant to the items on our agenda. 

I should like to remind the Committee that in 1948 the Secretary-General of 

the Arab League inforn::ed the United Nations officially that the Arab countries 
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vere proceeding to launch on Israel a vJar it described in a telegram in the 

follD'I·ling terms: 
11 This 1-rill be a war of extermination and a momentous massacre which uill 

be spoken of as the wars of the Crusades and the massacres of the 

Mongols • ;, 

It is obvious from the interventions of the representative of Syria that that 

remains the policy of his Government. So long as it does, disarmament in the 

:<Iiddle East ·Hill have little chance of success. 

The CHAIRMAN: I call on the representative of Yemen, on a point of 

order. 

Mr. TARCICI (Yemen) (interpretation from French): I am making this 

point of order to recall once acain that a delegate who represents the 

authorities that obliterated the narre of Palestine from the face of the 

earth by the force of arms has· no right to speak of' either peace or disarmament. 

The CRA.IRl'-LIU!: I call on the representative of the Syrian Arab 

Republic, who 1-rishes to exercise his right of reply. 

Mr. AL-MASRI (Syrian Arab Republic) (interpretation from Arabic) : Once 

again the Israeli representative is trying to divert the attention of world public 

opinion from the terroristic reality of Israel, vThich was brought into existence 

through terrori SI'l and violence. He has again failed to speak C'f napalm. I 

challenge him to deny before this Co;nmittee, if he can, that Israel has used 

napalm against civilians and against refugee camps in Arab countries. 

The CHJI.IRHAN: I call on the representative of Israel, who wishes to 

exercise his rir,ht of reply. 

!\lr. ERELL (Israel): I should simply like to refe:;"" the representative of 

Syria, 1.rho has just asked me about the use of napalm, to the statements I made 

previously in this Committee on that question. They are in the record, and I 

invite him to read t::::>em. 
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The CHAIRMAN: I call on the representative of Syria. 

Mr. AL-MASRI (Syrian Arab Republic) (interpretation from Arabic): The 

statements to which the representative of Israel has referred cannot give the 

lie to facts, and the effects of napalm are still to be seen in refugee camps 

in Syria and in Egypt. Through such lies he cannot and will not-be able to 

divert the attention of world public opinion from the Israeli authorities' crime 

of using napalm. 

The meeting rose at 1.30 p.m. 




