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Twenty-fifth session
REQUEST FOR THE INCLUSION OF AN ITTEM IN THE FROVEISTONAL AGENDA
OF THE TWERTY-FIFTH SESSICN

FATTORALIZATION OF THE PROCETURES AND CRGANIZATION CF THE
GENERAL, ASSEMELY

Letter dated 26 June 1970 from the Permenent Representative of Canada to
the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General

{n the instructions from wy Government I have the honour to request you
to include an itewm in the agenda of the twenty-fifth regular session of the
General Assenbly under the title "Rationslization of the procedures and
organization of the General Assevbly". It is suggested that the General Assembly
may wish to consider this mwatter as a sub-item of the agenda item "Celebration
of the twenty-fiftih anniversary of the United Nations". I wonld also sugpest
that this 1tem be considered as early as possible after the opening of the
twenty-fifth session.

In accordance with rule 20 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly,

I attach an explanatory wemorandum and a copy of a draft resclution.

(signed) Yvon BEAULNE
Anbasgsador and Permanent Representative
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EXFLANATORY MEMORANDUM

1. The number of States Mewbers of the United Nations has more than doubled in
the past quarter of a century and the United Nations has assumed responsibilities
in the field of social and econowic development of a magnitude that were not
foregeen when the Charter was adopted:; =science and technology have opened up

new poselbilities for human advancement and at the sauwe time created a whole new
complex of problems.

2. The institutional vractices of the United Nations General Assembly have
reverthelese continuved slmost without change sinece the earliest days of the
Organization. It is now widely recognized that they often nce longer permit the
Organization to respond effectively to the demands made upon it. It is true

that some of these practices arise from necessary accommodstions to differing
interests. This need not, however, preclude the consideration of ways and means
of improving the procedures and organization of the General Assembly which would
be of benefit to all Members.

B One sguch area may be the reallocaition of agenda items to plenary and the
Main Committees whose workload at present is unevenly distributed, with considerable
overlapping of responsibility for some subjects, Other reforwms in practice and
procedures, minor in themselves but promising improved performance, can readily
be envisaged.

b, The Cahadian Government, therefore, requests inscription of an agenda item,
the purpose of which would be to malke the General Assenbly a more effective
instrument for dealing with the problems of the 1970s and heyond, and suggests
that the General Assembly should congider thiz matter as a sub-item to the agenda
item "Celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the United Nations".

5. The Canadian Government considers that a commitfee ghould he appointed by the
President of the twenty-fifth session with an express mandate to examine the
established sgystem of Committees and the allocation of agenda items, organization
of the work of the Assenbly, documentation, rules of procedure and related questions,
taking into account all suggestions that wight be submitted to it. It should be
asked to prepare a final report for the twenty-sixth session containing its

Tindings and recommendstions on specific measurzs.
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6. A draft resclution designed to establich the proposed committee is attached
for the consideration of Members. The Canadian Government has consulted with the
Governments of Camerocon, India, Italy, Japan, Liberia, New Zealand, Pakistan,
Singapore, Sweden, Venezuvela and Zawmbia, which support this proposal and will

Join in co-sponsoring the draft resolution.
DRAFT RESCLUTION
RATTONALIZATION OF THE FROCEDURES AND ORGANIZATION

OF THE GEWNERAL ASSEMBLY

The Generazl Assembly,

Recognizing that the growth of its responsibilities and its mewbership makes
desirable a review of its procedures and the organization of its work,

Conscicus that the resources of both the United Nations and the delegations
of Mewber States must be used to maximum effect if it is to meet the challenges of
the future,

1. Reguests The TPresident of the General Assembly to establish as early
as possible during its present session a commitiee of ( ) persons with wide
experience in General Aésembly activities to study ways and means of Ilmproving
its procedures and organization, inecluding the allocation of agenda items,; the
organization of its work, documentstion, its rules of procedure and related
gquestions, its methods and practices, and to submit a repvort to the Asseubly
at its twenty-sixth session;

2. Reguests all Member States as well as the specialized agencies and
other relevant United Nations organs to give the commitiee all information and
asslstance that it may reguire in pursuance of this resolution;

3. Further requests the Secretary-General to give every assistance to the

committes in the performance of its task.





