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NOTE BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL-In accordance with Article 21 of the Convention of 13 July 1931 for 
Limiting the Manufacture and Regulating the Distribution of Narcotic Drugs, as amended by the Protocol of 
11 December 1946, the Secretary-General has the honour to communicate the following legislative text. 

ACT No. 11 of 1957 
TO AMEND THE MEDICAL, DENTAL AND PHARMACY ACT, 1928 

(Engl ish t e x t signed by the Governor-General) 
(Assented t o 8 March 1957) 

BE IT ENACTED by the Queen's Most Excel lent Majesty, the Senate and 
the House o f Assembly of the Union of South A f r i c a , as f o l l o w s : 

..... . u Amendment of 
section 61 
of Act 13 of 
1928, as sub­
s t i t u t e d by 
section 17 of 
Act 29 o f 1954. 

4. Section s ixty-one o f the p r i n c i p a l Act i s hereby amended: 
(a) by the i n s e r t i o n i n paragraph (c) of sub-section ( l ) 

(b) 

a f t e r the word "receive" of the words " f o r the purpose 
o f sale or supply" ; and 
by the s u b s t i t u t i o n f o r sub-section (2) o f the 
f o l l o w i n g sub-sect ion: 

" (2) Any person who contravenes any p r o v i s i o n of sub­
section ( l ) s h a l l be g u i l t y of an offence, and l i a b l e : 
(a) i n the case o f a contravention of any p r o v i s i o n of 

paragraph ( a ) , (b) or (c) o f the said sub-sect ion: 
( i ) on a f i r s t conv ic t ion t o a f i n e not exceeding f i v e 

hundred pounds or imprisonment f o r a per iod not 
exceeding f i v e years or t o both such f i n e and such 
imprisonment; and 

( i i ) on a second or subsequent conv ic t ion t o i m p r i s o n ­
ment f o r a per iod o f not less than twelve months 
but not exceeding f i v e years and a f i n e not exceed­
i n g f i v e hundred pounds, or t o such imprisonment 
only ; and 

(b) i n the case o f a contravention of any p r o v i s i o n of 
paragraph (d) of the said sub-sect ion, t o a f i n e not 
exceeding one hundred pounds or imprisonment f o r a 
per i od not exceeding s ix months or t o both such f i n e 
and such imprisonment. 

Note by the Secre tar ia t : The sections o f the Act which do not r e l a t e t o narcot i c 
drugs have been omitted i n t h i s document. 
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Amendment of 
section 65bis 
o f Act 13 of 
1928, as 
inser ted by-
section 20 of 
Act 29 of 1954. 

Amendment of 
sect ion 71 of 
Act 13 of 1928, 
as subs t i tu ted 
by section 23 
o f Act 29 of 1954. 

( 2 ) b i s . For the purposes o f sub-section (2) a convic t ion 
under a p r o v i s i o n which was i n force p r i o r t o the commencement 
of section seventeen of the Medical , Dental and Pharmacy Amend­
ment A c t , 19542/ (Act No. 29 o f 1954), s h a l l be deemed t o be a 
convic t ion f o r a contravention of the corresponding prov i s i on 
( i f any) of sub-section ( l ) of t h i s sect ion . 

( 2 ) t e r . Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained 
i n any law, the court conv i c t ing any person of having possessed, 
kept , used, c u l t i v a t e d or conveyed i n contravention of t h i s Ac t , 
any drug, p l a n t or p o r t i o n thereo f , p ipe , receptacle or appliance 
seized under sub-section (2) of section seventy-one, s h a l l 
declare such drug , p l a n t or p o r t i o n thereo f , p ipe , receptacle or 
appliance t o be f o r f e i t e d to the State . 

(2 )quat . Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained 
i n the Criminal Procedure Act , 1955 (Act No. 56 of 1955), or i n 
any other law, the court conv i c t ing any person of any offence 
under sub-section (2) s h a l l declare any vehic le or receptacle 
used f o r the purpose of or i n connection w i t h the commission of 
such offence, or the convicted person's r i g h t s t h e r e t o , t o be 
f o r f e i t e d t o the State : Provided t h a t such dec larat i on s h a l l 
not a f f e c t any r i g h t s which any person other than the convicted 
person may have to the vehic le or receptacle i n quest ion , i f i t 
i s proved t h a t he d i d not know t h a t i t was being used or would 
be used f o r the purpose of, or i n connection w i t h , t h e commission 
of such offence, or t h a t he could not prevent such use. 

(2 )qu in . The prov is ions of sub-sections (4) and (5) of 
section three hundred and s i x t y of the Criminal Procedure Act , 
1955 (Act No. 56 o f 1955), s h a l l mutat is mutandis apply t o any 
conf iscat ion under sub-section (2)quat of t h i s sec t i on" . 

5. Section s i x t y - f i v e b i s o f the p r i n c i p a l Act i s hereby amended: 
(a) by the i n s e r t i o n at the end of paragraph (c) o f sub­

section (4) o f the word " o r " ; and 
(b) by the a d d i t i o n t o t h a t sub-seotion of the f o l l o w i n g 

paragraph: 
" (d) t o any person or organizat ion which has been 

authorized i n w r i t i n g by the Secretary f o r 
Health t o acquire such drugs f o r s c i e n t i f i c , 
research or educational purposes". 

6. Section seventy-one o f the p r i n c i p a l Act i s hereby amended by 
the d e l e t i o n of sub-section ( 3 ) . 

Amendment of 
section 72 of 
Act 13 of 1928. 

7. Section seventy-two of the p r i n c i p a l Act i s hereby amended by 
the i n s e r t i o n a f t e r paragraph ( i ) o f the f o l l o w i n g paragraph: 

" ( i ) b i s p r e s c r i b i n g the manner i n which packages conta in ing 
p o t e n t i a l l y harmful drugs s h a l l be l a b e l l e d when 
sold or s u p p l i e d ; " . 

2 / Note by the Secre tar ia t : E/NL.1956/141. 



- 3 -

Amendment of 
section 96 of 
Act 13 of 1928, 
as amended by 
section 35 of 
Act 30 of 1945, 
section 9 of 
Act 14 of 1946 
and section 13 
of Act 13 of 
1950. 

12. Section n i n e t y - s i x of the p r i n c i p a l Act i s hereby amended by 
the a d d i t i o n at the end of the d e f i n i t i o n of "medicinal purpose" 
i n sub-section ( l ) of the f o l l o w i n g prov iso : 

"Provided t h a t the M i n i s t e r may grant a u t h o r i t y , subject 
to compliance w i t h such condit ions or requirements as may be 
stated i n such a u t h o r i t y , f o r the admin i s t ra t i on outside a 
h o s p i t a l or i n s t i t u t i o n as aforesaid of a hab i t - f o rming drug 
f o r the s a t i s f a c t i o n or r e l i e f o f a hab i t or craving f o r the 
drug administered or f o r any other hab i t - f o rming drug , t o 
the p a r t i c u l a r person r e f e r r e d t o i n such a u t h o r i t y . " 

Short t i t l e . 13. This Act s h a l l be c a l l e d the Medical , Dental and Pharmacy 
Amendment Ac t , 1957. 


