apply to decide whether a coupleisin a
common law relationship. If your
common law relationship falls into one of
the following categories you may have a
right to get spousal support:

e your relationship has been

registered with the Vital Statistics
Agency;

What if | can’t afford a lawyer?

You may be able to get a lawyer through
Legal Aid. You should call them to see if
this is possible. Their number in
Winnipeg is 204-985-8500
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Separation and Divorce
What is the difference between a separation
and divorce?

When you separate you and your spouse are no

longer living together as a married couple but
you are still married.

You are divorced if the court has said that you
are no longer married. This means that legally
your marriage has ended. You will know that
you are divorced when you get a document
called a Divorce Judgment from the Court.

What does common law mean?

A common law relationship means that you and

your partner are living t

| want to divorce my spouse who lives in
another country, how can | get a divorce?
You can get a divorce if you have been living
here for one year or more. You will need to
show that you were married by having the
marriage certificate. Itis bestto speak with a
lawyer to get advice.

Can | get a divorce if | am not a Canadian
citizen?

Yes. You do not need to be a citizento get a
divorce.

pouse and | have been separated for

SEPARATION
I want to separate from my spouse but | do not
want a divorce. What do | do?
You do not have to get a divorce. You can just
separate from your spouse. It is best to speak
with a lawyer to find out about your rights.
When you separate, you and your spouse may
have to make decisions about:

o who will live in the home;

e which of you the children will live with;
e financial support for your children and
foryou, and

how your property and your mone




