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Abstract

Multi-agent systems (MASs) provide powerful models for representing real-world applications with an appro-
priate degree of complexity and dynamism. Several industrial experiences have already shown that the use of MAS
offers advantages in many different areas such as manufacturing processes, e-Commerce, network management,
etc. As MASs in such contexts need to be tested before their deployment and execution, methodologies that
support validation through simulation (e.g. discrete-event simulation, agent-based simulation, etc.) of the MAS
under development are highly required. In fact, simulation of a MAS cannot only demonstrate that a MAS correctly
behaves according to its specifications but can also support the analysis of emergent properties of the MAS under-
test. In this context, MAS&S’09 aims at providing a forum for discussing recent advances about the integration of
Agent-Based Simulation (ABS) and Agent Oriented Software Engineering (AOSE) methodologies and techniques
for the analysis, design, validation and implementation of MASs.

I. INTRODUCTION

MAS&S’09 is at its third edition. The first edition has been jointly held with EUROSIS ISC 2006
(Industrial Simulation Conference), June 5-7, 2006, Palermo, Italy [1]. The second edition has been
contextualized in EUROSIS ESM 2007 (European Simulation and Modelling Conference), October 22-24,
2007, St. Julian’s, Malta [2]. The best papers of the first edition have also been selected and their extended
and revised version published in International Journal of Agent Oriented Software Engineering, 2(1),
Inderscience, 2008. MAS&S was conceived for stimulating discussion among researchers and practitioners
working on ABS and AOSE, to enable the identification and the definition of methodologies and techniques
for integrating them.



Simulation-based agent-oriented methodologies can offer new opportunities to develop more robust and
well-tested multi-agent systems as the design of the multi-agent system could be validated, from func-
tional and performance perspectives, before its implementation and sunsequently deployment. MAS&S’09
attempts to provide a discussion forum for collecting and comparing diverse experiences on the use and
integration of ABS and AOSE with the aim of fostering cross fertilization.

MAS&S’09 is being held as part of MALLOW’09, the second edition of Multi-Agent Logics, Lan-
guages, and Organisations (Federated Workshops), 7-11 Sept. Torino, Italy.

This volume contains the ten papers that have been selected by the Program Committee for presentation
at the workshop. Each paper received at least two reviews in order to supply the authors with a rich
feedback. The paper contributions cover hot topics in the fields of methodologies for ABS, integration
of ABS and AOSE methodologies, ABS techniques for testing service oriented systems, and ABS for
self-organizing systems.

The best papers will be invited to the open special issue on ”Simulation-based Design and Evaluation of
Multi-Agent Systems” to be published in Journal of Simulation Modelling Practice and Theory, Elsevier,

to appear in 2010.

We would like to thank all authors for their contributions and the members of the Program Committee
for the excellent work during the reviewing phase.
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