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Abstract

The Large Hadron Collider at CERN will produce b hadrons with unprecedentedly high
statistics, and with a higher energy reach than any previous machine. The ATLAS detector will
offer excellent acceptance and performance for b physics studies and will make high statistics
measurements of b quark production to probe QCD. ATLAS can contribute to an understanding
of the large discrepancy seen between the QCD prediction and Tevatron cross-section measure-
ments. Measurements will be made of the absolute and differential production cross-sections.
Measurements of bb̄ correlations will be made to test the NLO contributions to the cross-section
and to place limits on non perturbative effects.

Talk presented at Beauty 2000, Kibbutz Ma’agan, Israel; 15th Sept. 2000
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1 Introduction

The Large Hadron Collider at CERN will collide protons at a centre-of-mass energy of 14 TeV
and will evolve in two phases, with collisions initially occuring at a luminosity of 1033cm−2s−1,
and later at 1034cm−2s−1. The physics program during the initial ‘low luminosity’ running will
be dominated by b-hadron physics, and the ‘high luminosity’ running providing an emphasis on
search physics. First collisions are scheduled to occur in 2005. The LHC will produce a huge
number of bb̄ pairs, one in every hundred events being a bb̄, and offering a better signal-to-noise
ratio than lower energy hadron machines.

Full simulation studies have been made of the ATLAS performance for b production studies.
These have emphasised the importance of the muon system for identification and reconstruction
of prompt muons from semi-leptonic b hadron decays and of J/ψ meson decays to dimuons.
The possibilities for measurements of the b production cross-section will be presented. Potential
measurements of the angular correlations in bb̄ production have been studied in some detail, and
recent work on the development of novel techniques in this area are discussed.

2 b production measurements

Measurements of b production offer an important probe of perturbative QCD. The comparison
of measurements with theoretical predictions allows a testing of the completeness and precision
of QCD. A full next-to-leading order (NLO) calculation [1] suggests that the NLO terms (O(α3))
are of the same size as the Born (O(α2)) terms. It is not feasible to calculate higher order (i.e.
NNLO) terms, but these may also be large. Techniques exist to estimate such terms, an example
of which is the use of resummation [2], which enables an estimation of the size of large log terms
to all orders. It nevertheless remains the case that the theoretical error on the cross-section is
dominated by the uncertainty on the size of the higher order terms.

An additional source of discrepancy between perturbative QCD and measurement is the
contribution of non-perturbative effects [3]. The effect of a non-perturbative fragmentation
function can significantly affect the shape and size of the measured cross-section, as can non-
perturbative effects such as intrinsic parton kT . Direct photon production data has suggested a
value as high as < kT >∼4 GeV [4], but this value is considered unphysically high. The effect of
both fragmentation and intrinsic parton kT is shown in Figure 1, which shows the prediction of
the FMNR program for the absolute cross-section at LHC as a function of transverse momentum,
pT .

Measurements of the b production cross-section at the Tevatron (
√
s=1.8 TeV), indicate a

significant discrepancy relative to the perturbative QCD prediction, the data being a factor
∼2.4 higher [3]. However the general shape of the cross-section appears to be well represented
by theory. A primary task of b production measurements at the LHC will be to attempt to
understand the source of this discrepancy.

b production must also be understood to make other measurements at the LHC: to control
systematic uncertainties on CP violation channels through production asymmetries, and to
understand bb̄bb̄ production as a background to Higgs decays.

3 The ATLAS detector

ATLAS is a general purpose detector [5] that offers excellent performance for the triggering and
reconstruction of b hadron decays [6]. The kinematic reach offered by the ATLAS detector is
both large and substantially orthogonal to that seen in the LHCb experiment, [3].

The 40 MHz bunch crossing rate provides a challenging triggering environment. For b hadron
physics a 6 GeV single muon Level-1 trigger is used, [7]. At higher trigger levels dedicated triggers
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exist for general b quark decays, and specific B-hadron channels [8]. The ATLAS Inner Detector
[9] provides precise tracking of charged particles through the use of three layers of pixel detectors
(including a layer for b physics 5 cm from the beampipe), a SemiConductor Tracker using 4 layers
of silicon detectors each providing a 3D space-point, and a Transition Radiation Tracker that
provides, on average, 36 straw tubes associated to each track. At the typical pT of tracks in b
jets pT resolution is ∼2%, and transverse impact parameter resolution 15-60 µm. The ATLAS
muon spectrometer [10] offers extremely high precision measurements of muon momenta across
a large acceptance (|η| <2.7). Monitored Drift Tubes provide at least 20 points per muon with
a resolution of ∼80µm, providing a resolution on the sagitta measurement of ∼30µm. When
combined with Inner Detector measurements the muon system offers a resolution on muon pT
of ∼2% up to 100 GeV pT .

Full simulation studies have been made of the response of the ATLAS detector to muons [11].
Muons have been reconstructed in the muon system, and combined with tracks reconstructed
in the Inner Detector. The efficiency for muon reconstruction is seen to plateau close to 100%
at 6 GeV, with a limited efficiency for softer muons. Substantial rejection of K/π → µ decays
has been demonstrated in simulation.

J/ψ mesons have been reconstructed through their decay to dimuons. The J/ψ mass resolu-
tion is ∼41 MeV [12]. No significant non-Gaussian tails are seen in the mass plot. Mis-matches
of identified muons to the wrong Inner Detector track occur for only ∼1% of tracks, even in
a dense jet environment. This remains true even when the sample is restricted to b quarks of
pT > 50 GeV, where the jet is highly collimated.

4 Measurement possibilities at ATLAS

Both exclusive B-hadron decays and inclusive b-hadron decays are collected at ATLAS. The
exclusive channels provide a very clean sample of B decays and will include Bd → J/ψK0,
J/ψK∗ and B+ → J/ψK+, B0

s → J/ψφ, that will also be used for CP-violation studies.
Statistics can be extended using inclusive b → J/ψ.

b-jets can also be tagged inclusively using impact parameter information. Full simulation
studies show that high rejection factors of light quark and gluon jet backgrounds can be achieved
whilst maintaining good efficiency for b-jets. Such a technique also allows access to the highest
b-jet pT ranges up to 400 GeV pT .

The yield of b quark events at ATLAS is shown in Figure 2, after three years low luminosity
(1033cm−2s−1, corresponding to 30 fb−1) running, for both inclusive and exclusive channels.
Yields are in excess of 108 events at low pT , and there is significant yield for pT as high as 350
GeV.

4.1 Cross-section measurements

The most important measurements that can be made involving the products of a single b quark
fragmentation and decay are those of absolute and differential cross-section. Such measurements
can be made by ATLAS, CMS and LHCb with substantial overlap in the phase space permitting
cross-checks between experiments.

The measurement of the differential cross-section at LHC can be considered a test of re-
summation techniques, particularly at high-pT . ATLAS will collect b quarks up to and beyond
pT =300 GeV, and will be able to make measurements at higher pT than any currently available.
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4.2 bb̄ correlations

One of the most interesting questions to be investigated at the LHC is a test of the NLO and
higher contributions to the b cross-section. The shape of angular correlations in bb̄ production
are highly sensitive to the higher order terms, the azimuthal separation of the bb̄, ∆φbb̄, for
example, being dominated by the NLO terms in the region ∆φbb̄ < π/2 [3].

Traditionally bb̄ correlations have been measured in dimuon events, assuming that both
muons are the products of semi-leptonic b-hadron decays. However this technique yields a
sample very high in background, particularly from K/π decays and cascade decays, and analyses
are forced to make cuts that reduce acceptance in the low ∆φbb̄ region, precisely where there
is most interest. ATLAS has developed a technique to measure ∆φbb̄ using events containing a
J/ψ, and measuring the J/ψ−µ angle, ∆φJ/ψ−µ [12]. This technique, made possible by the very
high statistics at the LHC, greatly reduces the background. It is hoped that such a technique
will remove the need for depopulating cuts at low ∆φbb̄.

Several samples of Monte Carlo B decays have been investigated regarding the ∆φJ/ψ−µ
measurement, using full simulation of the ATLAS detector. Figure 3 shows the generated and
reconstructed ∆φJ/ψ−µ distributions in B0

s → J/ψ + φ events.
The high number of K± decays to µ present in such events creates substantial background,

and so provides a challenging environment. The lower plot in Figure 3 shows the result after
the application of K/π decay rejection. It can be seen that the shape of the distribution at the
generated level is well reproduced. Figure 4 shows the efficiency of the J/ψ − µ reconstruction
in such events, as a function of ∆φJ/ψ−µ . The expected drop along the axis of the event, where
particle densities are high is slight relative to the mean efficiency. These studies will continue
with the addition of combinatorial backgrounds.

It is hoped that such measurements will enable definitive conclusions to be drawn about the
precision of the QCD prediction of the NLO terms of the cross-section. For the very high-pT
region (pT >300 GeV) the ∆φµµ technique will be used since both statistics and backgrounds
are low.

4.3 Other measurements

Additional b production measurements that will be made at ATLAS include studies of quarko-
nium, multiple bb̄ pair production, the polarization of b-hadrons (such as the Λ0

b) and charge
production asymmetries needed for CP violation measurements.

5 Conclusions

The ATLAS detector is well engineered for studies of b production, and together with the huge
rate of b-quark production that will be seen at LHC, offers great potential for the making of novel
measurements. A new technique has been developed in ATLAS for measuring bb̄ correlations,
and initial studies suggest this will yield results which will shed new light on our understanding
of the QCD cross-section for bb̄ production.
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Figure 1: The predicted b cross-section at LHC, as a function pf pT , from the FMNR program.
The cross-section with and without fragmentation, and with and without intrinsic parton < kT >
is shown.
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Figure 2: The yield of b-hadron events in ATLAS after three years of running at 1033cm−2s−1,
for inclusively reconstructed (solid line) and exclusively reconstructed (dashed line) events.
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Figure 3: Measurements of bb̄ correlations using the angle ∆φJ/ψ−µ in B0
s → J/ψ + φ events.

The upper plot shows the generated distribution, and the lower the reconstructed distribution.
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Figure 4: The efficiency for the reconstruction of events for the measurement of ∆φJ/ψ−µ, shown
as a function of ∆φJ/ψ−µ. The loss of efficiency in the region of high particle density (∆φJ/ψ−µ
= 0 and π) is small relative to the mean efficiency.
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