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_ NOo. W.S. [ 659
STATEKENT BY PETER 0!CONRELL,

Croapwater, Carnarosa, Kells, Co.lMMeath,

I was born at Fartagh, Virginlia, in the féar 1900,
I ﬁttended the national school in Carnaross for a number of
vears and later attended one in Mullagh, At the age of
14} yeara I was sent to the Christian Brothers Schools in

Kells for a period of two years.

My fathoer, who was a Gaelic speaker, was a member of
the Fenians, We had several Gaselic speakers in the
townland when I was a boy. I remenmber such speakers as
Brien O'Higgins and Professor Agnes O'Farrelly with
Matthew Lynoh'(known a8 "Trullagh") vieiting my father
- to discums the Gaelic tongue. There was always a national
and Gaelle apirit in the district in which I was born.

While at school in Kells, I saw the formation of a
company of the Irish Volunteers there, and other companies
in Carnaross, Hullagh, Mahera end other areas, After the
outbreek of the lst World War, I saw great military -
activity in the area. I remenmber recruiting meetings bheing
held and men going off to join fhe British army, and soldiers
coming home on leave, The recruiting'meetings werse
addressed by members of the Irish Parliamentary Party
and officers of the British forces and their sympathigers.
At one such meeting, held at Carnaross and which was to have
been addressed by a Colonel O'Parrell of Moynalty and other
‘8peakers, there was no audience other than the R,I,C. and
‘their own sympathisers. At the time, I heard of John
Redmond's advice to the young men of Ireland to Join the
British army and the postponement of Home Rule until after the

war,
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_ fn 1915, the eplit:came in the-I.N.V. in Carmaross,
ae ‘it did all over Ireland. Those Volunteers in Carnaross
who breke away continued to drill and formed a separate
unit lmown as the Irish Volunteeras, I had not yet become
a menber as I was still at school. In the latter end of
.t'he year I heard of a visit by Liam Mellows to Carnaross and
of his inspection of the Vol}tntee_ra there. Following the
rebellion there was little Volunteer activity in Carnarcss

and mich discussion as to ite merits and demerites.

. In the spring of 1917, I wes approached by Seam;:a
Cogan, who informed me that he -was about to form a company
of Irish Volunteers in Stonefleld. Carnaross and Stonefleld
were each abox;t three wiles f;;om my home at Farﬁagh. A
fow days later, about ten or twelve of us met at Seams
COg_an'a barn in Stonefield and lined up for our first parade,
Beamus showed us some drill manualo and & book on semaphore
signalling. He put us through our first drill that evening,
From then on we met once a waek, In the meantime, we
contacted a men in Tanders named Tobin who had a Lee
Enfield rifle which had been left in his custody by a
relative who had taken part in the rebeilion. Tobin Jjoined
our company end we esoon learned the mechanism of the rifle,
hoé to load and unload, and had practice in baycnet charging.
We managed to pick up & revolver or two at this time,

Mim this period, EBeamus Cogan visited Navan for meetings
with Sedn Boylan of Dunboyne end other officers in the
Volunteer organisation at the time., Up to this Seamus was
our chlef officer or captain,. To the best of my
recollection, there were no other officera in the Stonef.tell:l :

Company then.

In the early spring of 1918, the threat of
consor.tption brought in many new reorultes to the Stonefield
Company, many of whom, with few exceptions, remained loyal to

the end. A dranch of the Sinn Péin organisation had been
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establishad in the area by this time. They orgenised protest
meetings at'all the church gates. At all those meetings

they had the full support of the Volunteers.  Among the
speakera on the platforms whom 1 remember were: Patrlick de
Burca (a school teacher at Kells Christian Brothers Schools),
Fr. O'Farrell at Carnaross, and a Fr. OGaffney at Virginia.
During the period, several schooils and colleges in the
country ﬁere olosed dovmn and the students came home,

Several of those students joined the Volunteer companies

in the surrounding areas, The strength of Btonefield Company
at the times was 25, and remained.at that strength from then

On.

At the East Cavan by-election in June or July of this
year, with other membere of the company I took an active
part in the work of canvassing, organising Sinn Péin meetings,
and all the usual work attached to an election, The
Hibernians, Unionists and pro-British element vere the main
supporters of the Irish Nationalist Party and were our main
oprosition. However, Arthur Griffith, the Sinn Féin

candidate, won the election by a majority of about 700 votes.

Routine Arilling contimued to the end of the year
until the general election in December, 1918, ‘Here agein
we had a busy time supporting and orgenising Sinn Féin
meetings and carrying out police duty on polling day.
our candidates were Liam MGliowB for 8inn Péin and Dr. Cusack
for the Irish Nationalist Party. Liam Hellows won by a
good majority. Except for regular weekly meetings for 4rill,

there was 1little activity in the year 1999 and early part
of 1920, '

In April, 1920, the manbers of Stonefield Company
mobilised at the graveyard, Oldcastle. We numbered seven
and were in charge of Seamus Cogan. Our objective was to

raid the income tax office in the towm, At the graveyard
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we were met by Tommy Harpur of the Oldcastle Company.

He informed us that he had cut barbed wire which surrounded
the office and had opened a door leading from the street into
the back yard of the building. We placed two men on the
Main St, convenlent tco the door leading to the dbullding,
where they had a good view of the R.I.C. barracks across
the road, When all was ready, we lmocked on the bapk
door, The officer in charge, vhose name was O'Brien,
lived on the premises. He put his head out of a window
and said "1 will come down", When he 4id so, we explained
our busineas. e put on tho lights and showed ue his
office. He wished us luck and went back to bed. Ve
collected all documents relating to Income Tex, took

them a distanoce from the town and burned them.

A fortnight later, Cogan mobllised us at the
graveyard again. We were met by Tomnmy (Ridney) Callaghan
and Tommy Harpur, Callaghan told ue that he had a good
supply of petrol down at the enclosure leading to the old
workhouse, This building had been used by the
authorities ae an internment camp for Germans during the
war, We had received information that it was to be
reoccupied by the British military and used as a blockhouse.
Cogan instructed me to remain at the graveyard and to report
epemey activity, if any. The rest proceeded to the
workhouse, and in less than an hour the flames showed that
the building wae on fire. It was burned to the ground,

Folloving the murder of a Volunteer named Mark
Clinton in May, 1920, by two men named Gordon and Carolan,
eleven men, including those two, were errested by Sedn
Boylan, Brigade 0/C, assisted by local Volunteers.

The prisoners were detained at Bolfown House, Kilskyre, in

our oompany ares, for some time. They wvere later
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transferred to other company areas and eventually tried -
by an I.R. A, military court; Qordon ﬁaa éxocuted,‘and the
othar'ten men were déportad; Whnile they‘wara detained at
Boitown House, I helped to guard them with other menders of
Stonefield Company. It was Oordon who actually shot
Clisnton. -Carolan shot two horsee with whioch Clinton was

ploughihg

It wap around this period that all companies in
Co. Meath wers formed into battelions. Stonefield, Carnaross,
Oldcestle and Ballinlough Companies hecame the 5th Battalion,
Meath Brigade. Seamus Cogan, Captain of Stonefield Company,
beéama Battalion 0/C. 1 don't remenber the other officers,
After the appointment of Seams Cogan as Battallon 0/C,
Michael Wynne became captain of Stonefield Company.

By the month of July, the R.I.C. had evacuated
Crospeakiel, Carneross and Stirrupstown barracke,  With
meﬁbers of Stonefield Company, assisted by members of
Ballinlough, I participated in the bprning of Groasagiel
barracks, The barracke at Carnaross had been burned down

by the local company about the same time.

On the 235rd July, Seamus Cogan wae shot dead near
Oldeastle, With other Volunteers, he was conveying a
‘prisoner to an "uninmown Gestination” when he ran into a
military patrol near the town, The prisoner's neme was

and he had been arrested on esuspicion of stesling
cattle, Cogan had commandeered a motor car and wap
accompanied by Volunteers Jimmie 0'Neill, Harry Bheridan,
Tom Lynch and Owan Clarke, When called on to halt by the
_ military, they refueéd to do ao0. Copgan drew a revolver
and opened fire? The military replied, and in the encuing .
encounter Cogan wae ahat dead, while two of his companions
and the prisoner were wounded. After the inquest, cbgnn

~was buried in a new Republican plot in the graveyard in
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Ballinlough, Following Cogan's death, Sedn Keogh,
Captain of Ballinlough Company, became Battalion G/C;
Peter O'Higgine, Battalion Adjutant, and Barney Harte, Q/M.

In the month of August, 1920, a Sinn Péin Court
was established for the area in Carnaross. Larry Farnon
becamé one of three parish justicee. The local Volunteers
from then on ecarried out all police dutles of the district,
By the month of September, companies had been established
in VYhitegate, Hoylough and Rallinacree and were
1ﬁcorporated into the bhattalion. In the month of
October, a general raild for armo was carried out in the
battalion aréa. We secured about twenty snotpuns and
threc rifles in our.company area. The rifles were got in a
raid on the home of a retired British army officer ~
Archdale of Maperath,

At the latter end of October, I was present at a
meeting of all officers in the battalion held at Magee's
Cross, Ballinlough. The meeting had been called by
Sedn Boylan, Brigade Q/CQ for the purpose of reorganising
the area and to ascertain the quantity of srms and
ammunition in the area. Representatives were present
from all companies in the battalion, During the meeting
a discuseion took place on the number of men and time
devoted to police duties in the ares, Sedn Boylan wanted
action in the nature of an attack on enemy patrols or
outposts. Shortly after this meeting, Sedn Keogh, our

Battallion 0/C, was arrested and was replaced by Tom

tlanning.

Shortly after, there was a joint battalion meeting
of the 4th and 5th Battalion officers which I did not attend,
Seédn Boylan hpd presided and had ordered each battalion to

prepare ambushes in their respsctive areas. The 5th

Battallion officers refused to co—~operate on the arounds
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that thoir arms were insuffilclont to meet onemy reprisals.
They were sucpended forthwith, Near “hitegate next day,
I mot Sedn Boylan, accompanied by David Smith and Kichael
Wynne, He told me that he had appointed David Smith,
Battalion O/C, with myself as Battalion Adjutant, Bryan
baly as /11, Paddy NcDonnell, Battalion 1/0 and police
offtcer, and Kat Tobin, Engineer,

A few nights later ve sall attendeq a Brigade
Council meeting hold in the old workhouse ai Delvin,
Those presentéincludcd Sedn Boylan, Scamus Pinn, Paddy
lioonecy, Scamus laguiro, Camon Gﬁllcn, Pat Ciles, Billy
Dunne and Seamus O'Higginc. Officors from the 4th
Battellon precpent includod Pat-clinton. The whole
purpose of tho mceting was to organise and, if possible,
carry out attacks on enemy forces all over the country

before Chrisgtmaon,

FPollowing the BErigade Council meeting, we held 8
Battalion Council meeting at ieDonnell's of Stonefield,
The meeting was attonded by Cedn Boylan, Seerms Finn and
Pat Clinton. Ve diccucoed the poasinility of an attack
on Oldcastle R.I.C. barracks, YWe went into the number
of arms and amuunition available, the vantage points to dbe
used and tho possibility of preventing reinforcoments
reaching Oldcastls from a military post at Crossdrum
8ituated about a mile from the town. A fortnight later,
another Battalion Council meeting was held at Rahard
and vias attendod by Sedn Boylen, 8camus Finn and Eamon
Cullen, It was then deoeided to postpone tne attack
until after Christmes, and the night of the 8th January
was fired for tho attack. Eamon Cullen in the meantime
instructed five Voluntecers in the manufacture of home-made

land mines, By the 5th January those five men had two
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mines ready for use and a number of cartridges filled
with dbuckshot.

On the night of the 8th January, Whitegate and
Btonefleld Companies met at 7 o'clock at Tandera and took
the mines with them by hand to Lisnagon. Here it was
docided to commandeer & vehicle to take the mines to
Oldcastle, Two men went to Crosswater, where they
procured a horse and trap with a driver, after which we
proceeded in a body to Bollies, Oldecastle, where the rest
of the battalion were mobilising, Some of the men arrived
on bicycles, others had walked the railway line, The
Carnaross men passed us on the way in two spring carte.

It was a distance of six miles for the men of Stonefield
Company.

When all had mobilised, we nunbered sbout 50 men,
A fou of the Oldcastle Volunteers had come out to meet us,
bringing two priests of the parish with them, The
priests advised us not to proceed with the attack and told
us that the R.I.C. and military were aware of the proposed
attack, Phil Tevlin of Carnaross Company had been
asked to take charge, but he suggested that Pat Farrelly,
Captain of Carnaross Company, should do so. The outcome
vae that both of them approached Mick Vynne and me
to discuss the situation, After some consultation,
Pat Parrelly and Phil Tevlin decided to withdraw, They
blamed the Oldcastle and Ballinacree men for informing
the clergy. Ve all diaperéed and returned to our homes.
Host, if not all, of our party had been armsad with shotguns
and buckshot cartridges.

On the 23rd February, while proceeding homs across
the fields at 12 midnight, I heard a number of shots
being fired about half a mile dlstant across country in the
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" vicinity of Dervor. I proceeded towards the spot but
'saw nothing and went home, Next day I was informed of the
fact that the Carnaross Company in charge of Matty Smith
of Cloghanrush, carnaroga, bad attacked a motor car patrol
of five R.I.C. in charge of ﬁiﬁtrict Inspeetor Rowland.

It appears that the ﬁatrol lef't Kells earlier in the -
evening and‘paaaed through the Qarnapoea Company area on
their way to Virginie. VWhen Matty Smith heard this,

he qu those Volunteers available decided to ambush them
on thelr return, When the patrol reached Virginia,

they raided a number of houses therg, 1nc1uding a8 hall
‘where there were a number of band instruments, which

they seized and took away with them. ~Seven of the ambush
par;yg including Matty 8mith, had Jjust taken up positions
of a kind vhen the motor car patrol arrived at the spot
on their way back to Kells. As the car passed through
the aQbugcade, two of the ambush party opeﬁed fire,

The other five Volunteera had not got into Proper ambush
positions. The R.I.C. returned the fire immediately.

Two other Voluntesrs on tﬁair way to join their comrades,
hearing the prifie fire, jumped across a ditech and from
there joined in the attack, All of the embush party were
armed with shotguns. All of the five R,1.C. were wounded
and one of them fell out of the car., The band inatruments
also fell out, The wounded R.I.C. man was later picked up
" By & raiding party of Tans and R, I,C. from Kells,
His R.1.C, cap 1s still held in the district as a souvenir,

Some dayé later. at a Battalion Council meeting
held in a houss near Virginia Road railway etation, it was
decided to attack an R, I,C. patrol which each evening
patrolled a certain road for a dlstance of about a mile
outside the towm of Oldcastle, All preparétions were made

for the attack, which was to taks place on & fixed night.
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e had deoided to carry out the attack from behind a atone
wvall on the road. We tried to get in touch with Tom
Callan of Oldcastle Company but failed to contact him,

80 we postponed our attsek for another night until we

- would contact him, Next day, Paddy McDonnell, Battalion

1/0, informed us that the R,I.C. had actually taken up
positions and lined the very walls from vhich we wers to
open the attack the night before., .Hé ﬁold ug that the
R.1.C. weré waiting for us and knev of our intentions,

We declded not-to proceed with fhe attack. 8everal other
ambushes were laid at Whitegate, Rathbrack, Mahera and other
plﬁcéa, but they never maierlalised because the R,I.C.

alvays soemed to have fore knowledge of our plans,

Another Battalion Council meeting was held in Rahard
in the month of March. - It was attended by Sedn Boylan and
Beamus Finn, The discussion was on general organisation
and the posaildbility of attacks on the enemy, At thip
period we had great difficulty in the Oldcastle area
where wve had only three active Volunteers; quite a number
of the Volunteers in the area had been arrested and
interned. Coming from this meeting we met Paddy HeDonnell,
who told 8edn Boylan that each I.R.A, man in the area
was known to the R,I,C. and that they were about to launch

a round-up,

Next day, HcDonnell's house was railded. He was
shot dead in trying to éacape. A number of maps showing
the location of bridges in the area which we intended to
blow up, were found by the R.I.C. on his body, I had
given him those maps some deys earlier. After the
inguest he was buried with military honcure in the
Republican plot in Ballinlough graveyard beside Searms
Cogan, MeDonnell was an ex-daynooth student and was one

of those eent home during the conseription erisis,
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Around the énd of March, David Smith, Battalion 0/C,
told me that a wooden box contalning a‘conaignment of arms
was due to arrive at Virginia Road railway station and
that the box was consigned to a man named Laurence Lynch,

a ehoﬁkeepér.at VWhitegate, He asked me to assist Lynch
in removing 1it. I arranged with Lynch to meet him at
8.30 a.m. at the gtatlon when. the store there would open.
I met him as arranged, and collected the box. It

| contaeined six service rifles, They were concealed on

Lynch's farm that morning and later distributed among the

companies in the battslion area. Wo kept one,

At this period, cartridges end explosives, which
often had to be concealed in stone walls throughout the
battalion arsa, were becoming ineffective through damp.
This applied to all companles in the area, Shotguns were
often neglected and werse not kept in working order,

This could not be attributed to any fault of the men,

a8 guns and cartridgesAcould not be stored in any man's
home at the tims, Stonefield Company entrusted them to an
aged man named Pat Wynne, who stored them in quantities of
corn kiln-dried mtll seed which proved very satisfactory,

Wynne had been a Fenian and waa a most caréfullmmu

At a Battalion Council meeting held at Clounagrowney,
Carnaroea, in the home of Patrick end Seﬁn Farrelly,
which was attended by most of the battalion officers, it was
dscided to lﬁunch an attack on enemy forces while we atill
had somse serviceable ammunition and explosives left.
We xnew that ihéré Was a gugntlity of electrie wire in the
Lth Battalion area capable of use in the explosion of mines,
80 we borrowed it and two rifles, We already had two
home-made cement mines, LO shotguns, five rifles and some
five revolvers, as well as a'Quantity of cartridges, most

of them buckghot,
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The place selectedlths Sylven Park, behind a wall
surrounding Sylvan Park House which stood about 600 yards in
off the road. It was midway between Kells and Crossakiel,
The ground behind the wall wae six feet higher than the
road, There was a wide entrance gate to the house,

which we tied with barbed wire.

On the evening previous to the attack, David Smith
and I instructed Ben Daly to £ill a donkey cart with turf,
place the mineﬁ in the centre and to take them to an
arranged gpot coavenient to the ambush site, We also
instructed a nuber of Yoluntesrs, including m& younger
brother, Thomas, who had been receiving instructions from
Eamon Cullen on the making and laying of mines, to proceed
to Sylvan Park early that evening, to sink the mines in
the road at the prescribed distance. They did so and
worked throughout the night until the Job was finished,

The main embush party arrived in twos and threes
during the night and occupied a disused house nearby,
as arranged, By morning all hed arrived, The last man
to arrive was a John Daly {who was not a Volunteer), armed
with a shotgun, He hed seen the Volunteers arriving
across his fields and decided to come along and giﬁe a
hand. His presence for the attack adted as a kind of
tonic to the men, Seamus Pinn, Brigade Adjutant, arrived
during the night with the Stonefield men, He had only
heard of the proposed ambush as our man'were leaving for
the job, David Smith was already in charge, so Seamus
Pinn aid not assume command,

At 7 a.m, (it was the 1st April, 1921) we took over
from the men who had been working all night on the mines,

and told them that they could 80 home, Our men were then

detalled for their various positions. Thirty-five shotgun
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men were placed in extended formation behind the wall and
at a eafe distance from each mine. Four riflemen were
placed at the main entrance gate ~ two on either side ~
commanding a good view of the road, Three other riflemen
were placed behind a Gitch on the other side of the road.
The diteh,which rah more or less parallel to the roagd,

was sgbout two hundred yards from 1it, Thoge three men
wore Sedn Keogh, Pat Tobin énd Harry Lee. The leads
from the two mines exténded to the exploders placed behind
this ditch also. Matt Tevlin and Pat Conway were in

charge of the W.MM/W

We were now all ready when an 0ld man who lived
locally came out to have a look around, We took him to
the yard of Sylvan Park House, leaving two Volunteers on
guard over.him. Later two other persons arrived and were
taken to the yard also,. A postman, with his horse and van,
was next to arrive, He was .also taken to the yard with
hie horee, van and mails, We let others pass through,
who 4id ﬁot appear to have observed anything unusual,

Some men passed through, driving cattle.  Other men on
their way to work wers also taken to the yard, As the
crowd in the yard increased, we had to increase the guard
over them, The day passed on and there was no sign

of -the military lorry we expected. Ve had expected it to
paes at 40 or 11 a.m, At 2 p.m,, Seams Finn, David
8mith, Charlie Conmaty, Mat Tobin and myself had a
consultation. We decided 1t would be better to withdraw
and wait for another day., Matt Tobin called on a few of
the men to colleot picks and shovels to iift fhe mines,
They had just gone 80 whenlour seouts convenient to
Ballalley Cross signalled the arrival of the enemy, The
men working at the mines ran for cover, The shotgun and

riflemsn in positions, meeing that we were about.to
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withdraw, were not sufficiently on the alert. toat of
them lay into thelr positions. A Crassley tender
containing sbout ten R.I.C, and Tans drove into the
anbuscada. Those of the ambush party on the alert -
opened fire. They included a couple of the riflemen,
The R.I.C. and Tans dropped to the floor of the tender
and returned the fire. The tender contimied on its way
going strong. One Tan got a bullet through the body.

None of our men were wounded,

When they had gone, tatt Tevliin, with the help of
other Volunteers, remofed and colled up the leads,
collected the exploders, and then the entire party
withdrew across country, leaving the mines on the side
of the road to be collected later. The tender whioch
vie attacked had come out in esearch of the postman end mails,
I appears that the postmiptress at Crossakiel had
notified the post office at Koells that he had not arrived,
with the recult that the R.I.C. were notiried.

Follouing the attack, widesproad military and
police activity took place. About tem Volunteers were
arrested. The homes of ten others were also raided,
but these managed to evade arrest and had to go '"on the run®,
The arrestod men vere firat taken to Kells, where they
were placed in cells. wﬁile in the ecells, someonse - an
informer - probably one of the men we had arrested on the
morning of the anbush, had a look through the spyholes of
the cells to see if he could identify any of thé prisonecre.
They were later transferred to Kilmainham Jall, Dublin,
and eventually to an internment canp, The military end
police ooncentrated more on the Whitegate and Stonefield

Company areas in their raides.
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In the month of April and Hay, Meath Brigade was
completely reorganised. The six battalions conmprising the
brigade were divide@ into four brigades and took in a
couple of battalions previously in the Cavan Erigade,

The four brigades, with five otherg beagma the {8t Eastern
Divieion. Our battalion, which was the old 5th, became
the 2nd Battalion, No., 3 Brigade. Ve were one of aix
battallons comprising this brigade.

The Divisional Staff appointed were: Sedn Boylan,
our former Brigade O/C, became Divisional O/C; Seamus Finn,
Adjutant; Seamus O'Higgins, Q/If, Eamon Cullen, Engineer,
and Pat Clinton, 1/0,

The 3rd Brigado Staff were: Patrick Parrelly, 0/C;
8edn Farrelly, Vice 0/C; T.P. HcKemna, I/0; Dick McKenna,
Engineer; and Poter O'Reilly, Police,

s

The 2nd Battalion Staff were: Charlie Conaty, 0/C;
Michael Wynne, Vice 0/C. I remained Adjutant, Bryan Daly
remained Q/M. Matt Smith became I/0, and Matt Tevlin
remained Engineer, The companies comprising the battalion

remalned as they were,

At the latter end of April, while working in my yard
one day a young Volunteer named Mick Bennett approached me
rﬁnning fant, He was bleeding from the face, He saig,
"Come on, run, they are coming". I said, "Who"? He said,
"Pho Tans, I went vith him across the fielde, proceeding
towards Fartagh Crossroads. On the way he told me vhat
had happened. He saild tvo R.I.C, had arrived from |
Ballieboro on bicycles to serve a Grand Jury sumons on
his father, While the father wag speaking to the two R.I.C.,
Mick left the house and called on Peter Smith, They got

tvo revolvers and took cover hehind a hedge near an
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unoccupled cottage, As the two R.;. C. were returning,
Uick and Peter 8mith opened fire on them and missed.

The R.I.C. dismounted and. rursued thom across country for
over half a milo, aftor which thcy éave up thoe chase,
Mick's face was torn as he pushed th.rough o hedge,

There wvas great military activity in the moath of
vay, All promincnt Volunteera' homes were being raided.
It was-ovident that the enenw had several agents in the
district at the time, We got two very important letters
from a young man nemed Jack Tuite, a post office olerk at
Eells, which he had intercepted. They were directed to
the suthorities and had been sent from the Virginia Road
or Stonefield dictrict. The letters contained the names )
of all Volunteers in the Stonefield and Vhitegate areaas, |
Wo were uneble to do anything about it. Detalls of the
arrest, trial and execution of a spy nemed Bradley,

executed in the Carnarose areas, mey be had from Uatt 'i'evlin.

Early in June, the Carnaross Company decided to
carry out an ambush at Drumbaragh on the border of the
company arca. They placed & mine in the road and placed
their men at the back of a high wall overlooking the road,
¥When & lorry load of military came along, the mine was
exploded and the ambush party opened fire, As the
mllitery in the lorry replied to the fire, a Becond load
of military folloved. The aﬁhush party withdrew across I
Sweetman's gardens in the direction of Xieran and Cernorogs,
Jack Lynch, a postman and one of the attacking party, vas
wounded in .the retreat, An hour later, Matt Tevlin, who
wae in charge of the attack, took off his coat while in a
fleld nearby and pretended to be counting cattle, He
returned to the position and got into conversation with

the military, who were still at the acene,
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One morning about the latter end of June or early
in July, a large-scale raid by military and R.I.C.! under
General Tudor, took place. The evening previous, Eamon
Cullen hed got Off the train at Virginia Road station
and proceeded to walk to Conaty's of Ballyhist, paseing over
a field knowvn as Plunkett's field on the way. It was
obvious that someone had conveyed the information to the
authorities, who sent out a large force %0 capture him,
Luoklly he did net stay in the area that night.
Conaty and Wynne were, however, in the vicinity of their
homes at 2 a.m. next morning when tho raid took place.
They managed to evade arrest by getting into s swamp,
from vhich they watched the raidilng party all day.
The raiding party took up ventage points at Ballgree,
Ballyhist and on high hills commanding the entire distriot
and on low hills conmanding valleye; Those points had been
marked on maps of the dlsirict by the nabpers wvho surveyed
the district in 1907 and 1908,

During the Truce I asttended a tralning camp at
Ballymacoll House, Dunboyne, ancther one at Bailisboro,

and week-end campe in. the battalion areas.

Bigned:

DATE; Mﬁ_@&gf@_/_/?! 7
Witnesst M BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-21

Investigator), BURD STAIRE MILEATA 197130
NO. W.S. lLesqg




